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Your Potentate
Greetings Nobles & 
Ladies of Oasis Shriners, 

When this year began I 
wrote in my first message 
as Potentate in this 
newspaper that we were 
going to make 2020 a 

year to remember in the history of Oasis Shriners! 
At that time, I had no way of knowing just how 
2020 would evolve into such an epic and historic 
year in the 125 years of Oasis Shriners history. 
We have seen our beloved fraternity “turned 
upside down” and for all practical purposes 
“shut down” since March. It began with the 
cancelations of the Greenville Hospital “Open 
House” weekend and Spring SASA. This was all 
caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic starting to 
cripple the United States and the world at large. 

Lady Laurin and I had a well-planned year ahead 
for our Oasis family. There were many events 
to be enjoyed by the Nobility and Ladies as 
a year of fun, fellowship and going about the 
business of supporting our great philanthropy, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. I will now share 
the details of some of the functions that were 
planned for your enjoyment and participation.

Starting with the Shrine Paper Sale weekend of 
May 1 and 2, Lady Laurin and I planned to take 
two full days to visit as many paper sales sites 
as possible to support the Nobility raising money 
for our Children’s Hospitals. Our Suburban 
SUV was going to be loaded with coolers of 
ice-cold water bottles and snacks of all sorts 
to pass out. We planned to take photographs 
with participants for a full two-page article in 
the Desert Dust to show our appreciation and 
gratitude for all the efforts and hard work in 
support of our great philanthropy. 

On June 5 and 6 the Oasis Shriners 2020 
Spring Ceremonial was to be held in Lady 
Laurin’s and my hometown, the resort village of 
Blowing Rock. The host hotel for this memorable 
weekend was scheduled to be the picturesque 

Chetola Mountain Resort. A big hospitality 
room in the historic Bob Timberlake Inn on the 
property was to be well stocked with food and 
beverage for the Nobility, Ladies and families 
to socialize and enjoy for the weekend. Also 
available on Friday and Saturday afternoon would 
be trips to the new Chetola Sporting Reserve 
located inside the gated 6,000 acre Blue Ridge 
Mountain Club. Skeet shooting, archery, fly 
fishing and more could be enjoyed. ATV and 
hiking trails were to be made available to the 
Nobility for this great adventure or just lounging 
in the beautiful new club house enjoying the 
wonderful scenery and action going on. A golf 
outing at one of our famous High Country golf 
courses was being planned for Friday morning. 
On Friday evening a fun event was planned 
under the big Pavilion Tent overlooking Chetola 
Lake. An evening with our own DJ, Noble Bobbly 
Leatherman featuring popular dance songs. As 
a special addition, Karaoke was to be added 
to the evening so that Nobles and Ladies who 
wanted to perform on stage showing off their 
best singing voices and acts could entertain 
the crowd during the evening. Two well-stocked 
bars were to be set up in the Pavilion and a big 
spread of hors’dovers for all to enjoy.
 
On Saturday morning the Ceremonial was to 
be kicked off in the newly renovated Blowing 
Rock School Auditorium with music played 
by the Oasis Band. Master of Ceremonies 
Noble George Wilcox was to orchestrate the 
Ceremonial of pageantry and introduction of 
dignitaries and special guests. Our beautifully 
costumed and entertaining Oasis Ritualistic 
Cast lead by Noble Alan Hardy would perform 
the first section of the historic Ceremony. The 
Oasis Directors Staff was to hold the popular 
second section of the Ceremonial in the school 
gymnasium. A special boxed lunch from Chetola 
was to be served at the conclusion of the 
Ceremonies. 

Lady Laurin planned a very special and beautiful 
Oasis Ladies Luncheon to be held under the 
Pavilion Tent overlooking Lake Chetola on 

Saturday morning at 11:00am. As the Ladies 
entered the Pavilion they were to be met 
with waiters offering wine, Bloody Marys and 
Mimosas. The event called for dressy casual 
attire. Stunning Mountain Floral Arrangements  
were to adorn each white linen covered table 
and later be given away as door prizes. Gift 
bags were to be presented to all the Lady 
attendees. The luncheon would be kicked off 
with a double champagne toast and a short 
but very entertaining program presented by the 
Divan Ladies. The event meal was planned as 
three separate and elaborate buffet stations. A 
French buffet of buttered croissants, pastries, 
fresh fruit, pate’ and cheeses. Next an English 
buffet presentation of scones and jams, finger 
sandwiches and Yorkshire Pudding all followed 
by an assortment of mini deserts of Battenburg 
cake, brownies, fruit tarts and macarons, and of 
course English tea. And lastly a Mexican buffet 
station of Tacos and Fajitas finished with a 
desert of tres leches, flan and churros. 

As a special touch for everyone, Noble Donnie 
Wrenn, Oasis Divan Marshal, proposed all of 
the newly made Nobles were to be inducted 
as members of the Oasis Clown Unit with their 
Unit dues paid for by the Potentate as a gift. 
The newly made clowns would each be face 
painted and marched or driven with the clowns 
in the afternoon’s special Shrine Parade thru 
downtown Blowing Rock. The idea being that a 
number of the newly inducted Shriners and now 
Oasis clowns would continue as members of this 
storied and entertaining unit of our fraternity. 

A grand Civic parade was planned for Saturday 
afternoon down Main Street of the village. Our 
Master of Ceremonies was to be located in 
Memorial Park on the parade route to announce 
all the participants to the crowds watching the 
show. Before the parade and afterwards, the 
Oasis Band trailer was to be set up in front of 
the park to play music for all in town to enjoy. 
Saturday evening would find everyone invited 
back out to Chetola Lake under the Pavilion 

continued on page 4
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Greetings Nobles, Ladies 
and Friends of Oasis

Well, another month has 
gone by and another 
order from the Governor 
to extend closings. We at 
Oasis are still operating 

and moving forward with what we can do. The 
ladies in the office are working hard, helping our 
hospital patients, updating information, assisting 
Nobles and maintaining the great service that 
Oasis members have come to know and love.   

We are staying up to date with the latest changes 
and cancellations to this year’s schedule. As we 
receive these, we will get them out to each of you 
as quickly as we can. Please check your email 
that is on file with Oasis for these latest updates. 
If your email has changed, contact your club or 
unit secretary and he will change it in Web Fez. In 
this day of staying shutdown it is very important 
that your correct information is in our database.    

Please remember the requirement from Shriner’s 
International to make sure all clubs and units 
hold their 2021 election of officers and report 
those results into Web Fez and Oasis by October 
31, 2020. An email blast has been sent out 
to all members of Oasis explaining this and 
the process for elections this year. Due to the 
restrictions by the Governor that are still in place 
we need for all clubs and units to follow this 
directive and if there are any questions feel free 
to contact me or any members of the Divan. 
(See full email blast on page 9.) 

I had the opportunity to stop by the Greensboro 
Shrine Club for their drive thru, take out only 
fish fry. Social distancing was in full force in 
the kitchen and it was great seeing a couple of 
our more seasoned Nobles cooking again and 
the club’s wonderful ladies plating. In visions of 
yesteryear, the drive thru line arrived early and 
backed up to High Point Road. One driver picked 
up 18 orders of fish. Great job to Noble President 
Ben and his team! 
  

The Desert Dust
Illustrious Sir Bill Carter, Potentate

604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, NC 28262
Phone: 704-549-9600
OasisShriners.org
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EDITOR
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One thing that happened last month was Shriners 
International Dromedary Awards. Oasis submitted 
entries in all categories and on August 6th the 
winners were announced on Facebook live. Our 
editor, Lady Edie Wilson, selected volume 85, 
number 2 our February 2020 Desert Dust, issue 
as her entry. That move was a great one as Oasis 
was named the 2020 winner of this very coveted 
award. CONGRATULATIONS! Lady Edie well 
deserved and long overdue.

I would like to leave you with a couple of facts 
that I am privileged to from a national insurance 
group that tracks these numbers. The state of 
NC has had around 140,000 reported cases of 
COVID-19. This is the numbers that DHHS and 
the Governor talk about each day. 

The following numbers are not talked about by 
them; Out of the 140,000 cases, over 122,000 
have recovered from the virus. The remaining 

18,000 persons are currently recovering from 
COVID or have regrettably passed away. 
Factoring all of these numbers in, and not just 
some, the state of NC infection rate is at 0.18% 
that is slightly less than 2/10th of 1%. 

We still need to be cautious, careful, safe and 
remain diligent in our everyday lives to beat this 
awful disease. I just wanted to tell all of this, so 
each of you have the true facts and not fear.   
God Bless, stay safe and reach out to each other. 
Remember that we are stronger together and we 
always will be.

YITF
John G. Cable
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Charlotte Boy Scouts Troop 355 held a flag retirement ceremony at the Red Fez Shrine Club.  
The fire pit was Eagle Scout Camden Ledford’s Eagle project last year. Before the ceremony the 
scouts helped clean up debris around the property and logged 65 community hours. Everyone 
enjoyed the hot dog dinner that followed. 

Shriners who came out for the ceremony are pictured below: Nobles Clint Myers, Marshal 
Donnie Wrenn, David Wheeler, Mark Ledford, past Scout Master; Cliff Cole; RFS President Chip 

Rollins; and past Eagle Scout Bryan Petzoid.  

Thank you so much to Troop 355 for all their 
help and a great ceremony. Watch The Desert 
Dust for an announcement about the next flag 
retirement ceremony at the Red Fez.

Conducting a flag retirement ceremony is a very 
meaningful opportunity for Scouts and Scouters 
to reflect on the meaning of the flag as a great 
symbol of freedom.

The BSA Handbook states: “A national flag 
that is worn beyond repair may be burned in 
a fire. The ceremony should be conducted 
with dignity and respect and the flag burned 
completely to ashes.” 

Ultimately, it’s important to remember that the 
United States flag is more than just a banner of 
red, white and blue. The Boy Scout Handbook 
explains, “As the symbol of America, it stands 
for the past, present, and future of our country. 
It represents our people, our land, and our 
many ways of life.”

Red Fez Shrine Club Hosts Flag 
Retirement Ceremony

Upcoming Events
September 18, 11:00 am
Oasis Open Golf Tournament
Kings Mountain, NC
SEE PAGE 6

October 3, 11:00 am
Keystone Kops Cruise-In
Charlotte, NC
SEE PAGE 11

October 24, 3:00 pm
Bearfootin’ Auction
Hendersonville, NC
SEE PAGE 12

tent for a Rock n’ Roll Review by a famous 
well known band. Well-stocked bars would be 
set up at each end of the Pavilion and a large 
hors d’oeuvres table for all to enjoy during the 
evening’s dancing, entertainment and socializing 
with fellow Nobles and Ladies. 

On Sunday Morning at 9:30am a worship 
service was to be held for all to attend at 
Chetola Resort conducted by our Chaplin 
Illustrious Sir John Stanley. I always enjoy his 
meaningful words.        

I will continue next month starting with what 
was planned for Family Fun Day at the Red Fez 
Club on Lake Wylie June 19 and 20 and into the 
summer months. 

Until next month, be careful and stay safe.

With my absolute best of fraternal regards and 
well wishes, I am, 

Bill Carter, Potentate & Lady Laurin         

Your Potentate
continued from page 2
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Spotlight on Gordon Carpenter
By Noble Marty Wilson

Most Shrine clubs have a go-to guy, a person who will tackle any project 
that comes along. In Hendersonville, one of those guys is Gordon 

Carpenter. A Shriner for 35 years, 
Gordon and his fellow Nobles have 
helped raise thousands for Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and kept the 
Hendersonville Shrine Club at the top 
of the Oasis giving list for many years. 
One of his most enjoyable projects is 
the club’s yearly pancake breakfast. 
“A huge moneymaker,” says Gordon. 
“I once flipped pancakes for 1300 
people.”

Other projects include a gun drawing, 
auctions, the paper crusade, donated 
car sales, and anything that can bring 
in a dollar. Sadly, the COVID 19 

pandemic has slowed the membership fundraising to a crawl.

A retired State Revenue Officer, Gordon can be found these days on the 
outskirts of Hendersonville every Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Red, 
White and Blue, his antiques, collectibles, and this and that Shoppe. This 
unique shop was acquired several years back by the fun-loving Gordon 
and sells everything from a box of nails to a Cigar Store Indian. He recycles 
donated automobiles and gives the proceeds to the club. Gordon’s long-

time friend, Noble Matt Alexander, 
told us why he frequents Red, 
White and Blue. “I like to shop here 
because he has everything you 
could want and it’s cheaper than 
Home Depot.”

Gordon is a hard worker and doesn’t 
like to sit still. He comes from a big 
family of eight brothers and sisters 
and began working in a saw mill at 
the age of ten. His Shrine legacy 
includes his father and two brothers.

Always the salesman, Gordon 
encourages his Shrine brothers 
to come see the Shrine Bear in 
Hendersonville. “I hope someone will 
offer the winning bid and bring the bear home to Oasis Temple,” explained 
Gordon. See the full story about the Bearfootin auction on page 12.

2021 Illustrious Sir Tommy and Lady Kelly Helms 
Invite you to join them in

May 20 thru 24, 2021

ARUBA

(L-R) Brady, Past Pres., Sam Settle, Sec/Treas., Gordon 
Carpenter, and Matt Alexander, who first had the idea.

Registration is open to secure your rooms for the 2021 Potentates trip. 
This will be at the Riu Palace Antilles Aruba All Inclusive – 

Adult Only Resort located on Palm Beach. 
Cost of the Ocean Front junior suite is $1170.24 per person 

(limited number available) Ocean View junior suites are available for 
$1015.20 Double Occupancy

Single JOV $1455.84 Single JOF $1680.24

Air fare is not included in the price

$100 Deposit is due by Nov 15th 2020

Final payment is due by Jan 15th 2021

Last day of cancellation will be Jan 15, 2021 for full refund

Contact Lori at 501-747-1217 for details
Contract Number: 70120 Helms Group

PASSPORTS 
ARE 

REQUIRED
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Legion of Honor Reaches Out to Help Vietnam Vet
The Legion of Honor was recently able to help a Disabled veteran in need. 
The LOH club owned a wheelchair ramp which had been donated for the 
benefit of a Vet in need. Tony Ballard previously from Asheville, N.C. had 
become disabled with back injury as well as facing an ankle amputation. 
His wife is facing health issues as well. Our secretary, Noble Eddie Wrenn, 
learned from the Patriot Riders of Mr. Ballard’s extreme need. Our Club 
moved into action after the daughter sent us her written plea for assistance. 
We disassembled the ramp at its stored location, and loaded it for the trip. 
Harvey, president of Patriot Riders and a Shriner, met us along the way 
with flags waving and escorted us to the Ballard home with the ramp. There 
was a brief ceremony with a Chaplain representing the Billy Graham Vet 
Ministries who prayed and blessed the ramp. Noble Harvey presented Tony 
Ballard  with a Vietnam pin from the President of the United States. LOH 
president Don Greene and secretary Eddie Wrenn presented the ramp to 
the family.

Here Is Tony Ballard’s story as told by his daughter Michelle Cooper:

Tony Ballard was born and 
raised in Asheville, NC, and 
has just turned 73.  He joined 
the Marine Corp. and at 
age 18 and served for three 
years at Camp Pendleton in 
California. He worked on the 
M50 Ontos tanks. Following 
the Marine Corp, he worked 
as a Firefighter/EMT and 
retired after 30 years of 
service. In addition he worked 
for one of the local hospitals 
transporting critical care 
patients via ambulance. A 
few years ago he had to stop 
working completely when he 
severely injured his back lifting 
a patient.  My mom’s health is 
declining as well so we made 
the decision about five years 
ago to sell their house and 
move them to Rock Hill so I 
could take care of them.  

Dad has suffered some major 
health issues over the last few 
years.  He’s had too many surgeries to count and lives with chronic pain 
from his back injury, legs and shoulders. The wear and tear on his body 
from the years of manual labor has taken a toll.  He needs both shoulders 
replaced but we’re been dealing with vascular issues first.  About three 
months ago he broke his ankle and after two unsuccessful surgeries he 
is now scheduled for an amputation. He is currently using a wheelchair in 
the house, but it’s been extremely difficult to get him in and out for medical 
appointments without having any type of ramp.    

As you can imagine, this has been tough on dad as he’s always been 
independent and active but is now experiencing very limited mobility. The 
wheelchair ramp donation is truly a blessing to our family and we are 
grateful to everyone involved in making this happen. Through all of this, the 
Lord has blessed us and provided. I imagine Dad will be moved beyond 
words tomorrow at the kindness of others.  

Reminder All ads & articles for the October edition of the 
Desert Dust must be submitted to Edie Wilson - Ediewilson7@
gmail.com by September 10.

Our Mission statement is to show 
patriotism and devotion to our country, 
provide assistance to veterans where 
possible, provide reading material, soaps 
and other body needs and assist where 
possible to VA hospitals and VA nursing 
homes. We also assist with handicap 
needs that are not provided.
Oasis in the past has provided dogs to 
Veterans with severe PTSD.

Eddie
Don

Tony

LOH Presentation of Ramp

FIRST ANNUAL 

Oasis Open Golf Tournament

Date:    September 18, 2020

Registration:  11:00 am - 11:45 am

Shotgun Start:  12:00 pm

Location:   Woodbridge Golf Course 704-481-7199

   1007 New Camp Creek Road

   Kings Mountain, NC

Format:   4-Person Captain’s Choice

Cost:    $50 per player / $200 per team

HOLE SPONSOR:  $100 PER HOLE

Meal will be served on the course

Any questions please call one of the following nobles:

Brad Spelbring 704-689-4572  Tom Bridges 828-439-1700

Ron Mundy 828-231-2468  Sean White 336-327-2388

Jimmy Owen 919-730-3076

Tournament Registration:  
Oasis Temple 704-549-9600 or 800-226-2747

Credit cards accepted for pre-register and sponsorship

***THIS IS A FUNDRAISER FOR OASIS TEMPLE***
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The challenge is to take about two or three 
minutes each day and read a chapter of the Book 
of Proverbs. “A chapter a day!” you might say.  
Yes. The Chapters in the Book of Proverbs are 
really short chapters, and Maxwell promises that 
it will take only two or three minutes a day to read 
an entire chapter. And, guess what else? There 
are only 31 Chapters in the entire book, and, 
there are 30 or 31 days in a month. A chapter 
of Proverbs a day, 31 chapters 31 days, two or 
three minutes a day. Wow!

Hey, what have you and I to lose in applying the 
30-DAY PROVERB CHALLENGE? Nothing, 
except a couple of minutes a day. 

So, will you accept the challenge to take about 
two or three minutes each day and read a chapter 

A LIFE FREE OF FEAR: 30-DAY CHALLENGE

For the last five-six months 
we have been living in 
much uncertainty, in fact 
living in fear. We fear 
getting sick, we fear 
running out of money and 

we fear for our loved ones. In these strange times 
the question becomes: “HOW CAN WE LIVE A 
LIFE FREE OF FEAR?”

Well, the Book of Proverbs in the Bible provides 
us a constant reminder of God’s love for us, 
and profound insights and exceptional wisdom 
on how to live a joyful and peaceful life. John 
Maxwell is a popular speaker, author and pastor 
who has written over 50 books. The other day he 
challenged an audience with a challenge I pass 
on to you.

John Stanley, Chaplain

“Those who plot evil go astray. But, those who plan what is good find love and faithfulness” – Proverbs 14

of the Book of Proverbs? We are promised that 
we will gain one or two thoughts or new ideas 
every day.  

Oh, you will find the Book of Proverbs in the Old 
Testament of the Bible right after Psalms and just 
before Ecclesiastes.  

Let us know how it is going for you. Drop us a 
note at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com. We would like 
very much to hear from you.  
 
John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis 
Shriners, and Chaplain of SASA, a Past Imperial 
Chaplain of Shriners International (appointed by 
Imperial Sir Al Madsen in 2012-13), and Minister 
of Visitation of First Presbyterian-Gastonia. He can 
be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com.   
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A Dream Come True
Submitted by Noble Terry Cox

A dream has come true for a very talented Shriners Hospital for Children 
Ambassador. Megan Johnson was adopted in Korea and was brought to 
America at the age of seven months.

She had severe cleft palate and cleft lip, but 
her parents wanted so much to see her able to 
lead a normal life. At the age of 10 months she 
had her first operation, and at age five, she was 
with a singing group who performed at SHC.  
A staff member approached Megan’s parents 
and told them about the wonderful work being 
done at Shriners Hospitals for Children. She 
was then treated at SHC, and the remarkable 
results can be seen today. To complicate her 

medical problems, Doctors at SHC discovered that she also had Hemi 
facial dysplasia and Optic nerve hypoplasia, a condition that caused one 
side of her body to be smaller than the other side, causing scoliosis.

What followed were multiple operations, repairing her lip and palate, and 
operations to correct the scoliosis and halt the irregular growth.

Despite her medical problems, with the loving care of SHC and family, 
Megan excelled in school, but she harbored a tragic secret. One day, as her 
mother dropped her off at school, she watched as Megan went down the 
walkway, squatted down and buried her face in her hands. Her mother ran 
to her and asked what the problem was. Megan confessed that she was 
being bullied in school because of her irregular facial looks. She said she 
wished she could just go away. Her mother, with a broken heart, withdrew 
her from school and began home schooling her.

Many operations later, Megan took on the appearance of a beautiful young 
lady. In addition to her beauty, she also developed a generous heart and an 
outstanding talent as a concert pianist.  

At age 10, Megan saw a video about homeless people, thus beginning a 
charity that exists to this day - more than ten years later. Through Megan’s 
Mission she hand makes blankets; raises money to supply the homeless 
with belts, socks, hats and gloves in addition to food for the homeless on 
the streets of Seattle, Washington, her home town. She raises money to 
help pay electric bills and to buy Christmas presents for children who would 
otherwise not enjoy Christmas.  

Her generosity did not stop there. Megan authored three children’s books, 
and donated the profits from the sale of these books to charity, giving more 
than $10,000 to Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Due to her charitable work, Megan has been recognized locally and 
nationally. Her list of accomplishments is vast. This list includes:

National VFW/ladies Community Service Award
Prudential Spirit of Community Service Award
Girl Scout Top 10 Women of Distinction in the United States
National Jefferson Award (started by Jackie Kennedy Onassis)

From an early age, Megan considered the staff at SHC as family.  
Throughout her multiple operations and hospital stays the nurses, doctors 
and staff became her surrogate aunts, uncles and playmates. She 
announced early on that she wanted to grow up and be a nurse at SHC to 
give back for what she had been given throughout her early life.  

After graduating from high school, she immediately enrolled in college, 
eventually attending three colleges and two universities. She graduated with 

continued on page 9

Shop directly from my Amazon Wish list and items 
will be delivered straight to me! https://www.amazon.
com/hz/wishlist/ls/1UZIQ1J95U91B?ref_=wl_share

Purchase pillowcases with“kid friendly” designs or 
bright colors and bring them to me at the studio or 
arrange pick up with my mom!

Make a monetary donation via PayPal to 
RNfor48@gmail.com, and I will do the shopping for you!

Shriners Hospitals for Children has a mission to:
• Provide the highest quality care to children with 
  neuromusculoskeletal conditions, burn injuries and other special 
  healthcare needs within a compassionate, family-centered and 
  collaborative care environment.
• Provide for the education of physicians and other healthcare 
  professionals.
• Conduct research to discover new knowledge that improves the 
  quality of care and quality of life of children and families.

This mission is carried out without regard to race, color, creed, 
sex or sect, disability, national origin, or ability of a patient or 
family to pay.

A Chance to Dance 
Ambassador Ava Kat 
is sending “Love to 
the Rescue” for the 
Greenville Shriners 

Hospital for Children!

Ways to Help:

Why Help Shriners 
Hospitals for Children?

Greenville

Ava Katherine Whipple, 
ACTD Ambassador 
and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children 
Patient, is collecting 
items from the 
Greenville Hospital’s 
current needs list. 
Shriners Hosptials 
operate solely on 
donations and the 
hard work of Shriners 
Nobles worldwide! 
Thanks for helping!!!

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1UZIQ1J95U91B?ref_=wl_share
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A Dream Come True
continued from page 8

a degree in nursing, 
took and passed 
her nursing boards, 
and on August 3rd, 
began her career 
as a Registered 
Nurse at Saint 
Francis Hospital 
in Federal Way, 
Washington. Her 
dream of becoming 
a nurse has been 
fulfilled. Her quest 
to become a nurse 
at SHC is still in the 
future, but knowing 
the talent of Megan, 
she will fill that line 
on her bucket list also.

Megan was appointed a Patient Ambassador by 
Shriners International, and over the years, has 
traveled extensively throughout America to Shrine 
Centers and Clubs. She was invited to Oasis 
Shrine for the Installation of Illustrious Sir John 
Sullivan, and was present at the Installation of 
Imperial Sir Al Madsen.  

Her story will not end here. If not for the 
magnificent work of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, her life’s goals may well have gone 
unmet. It is her greatest desire to give back, as 
she has been doing from a very early age.  Her 
story is an inspiration to not only the disabled 
children being treated at our hospitals, but also to 
the many Shriners who work hard to continue the 
message of SHC, and who provide the funding 
so that so many patients treated there can grow 
to fulfill their dreams.

Oh, and above all, her adopted father was 
so impressed with Shriners, he petitioned a 
Lodge, because a Mason, joined the Shriners, 
and became a very active part of his Shrine 
Center. He was appointed to the Divan, and is 
now High Priest and Prophet.

Oasis Club & Unit Election of Officers for 2021

SPECIAL ATTENTION ALL OASIS MEMBERS
As many of you remember last year, Shriners 
International implemented a new General 
Order that all clubs and units shall hold their 
annual elections of officers and report results 
in Web Fez prior to October 31 each year.

This year has brought many cancellations 
and difficult challenges to overcome. For the 
first time ever, Shriners International had to 
conduct its election later than planned and 
used a video conference system.

As a result of the latest COVID-19 extension 
order issued by the Governor, Oasis 
Potentate, Illustrious Sir Bill Carter urgently 
directs all Oasis Clubs and Units to begin 
developing and finalizing plans for this 
year’s elections so that they  will be in 
compliance with Shriners International’s 
General Orders. 

As it has become more and more difficult for 
some clubs and units to secure committed, 
qualified Nobles to serve as officers, the 
Divan is fully aware that several clubs and 
units elect their officers to stay in line for 
more than one year and that may be the 
case this time.

Illustrious Sir, Bill Carter is directing each 
club and unit to: 

First, notify its membership by multiple 
means available that elections and 
election results along with correct contact 
information of all elected board members 
are still due to the Recorder’s Office of Oasis 
by October 31, 2020.

Second, ask if a Noble who meets the criteria 
to serve as an officer of the club or unit is 
willing to run and serve. If no one wishes 
to seek office, ask if the current officers 
are willing to serve another year. Per club 

or unit bylaws, Oasis bylaws, and Shriners 
International bylaws, you must still conduct 
an annual election of officers this year. 

Third, determine the best and safest way 
to conduct your election that will allow 
all eligible members an opportunity to 
participate should they wish. Make certain 
that all eligible members are notified, 
and that no member feels he has been 
disenfranchised from the opportunity to 
participate in the process.  

Your Divan understands how difficult this 
year has been on all of us due to COVID-19, 
but we also know that we are a strong 
fraternity and that we will emerge even 
stronger and better than before. 

If you have a question or need guidance, 
feel free to contact me at the email address 
recorder@oasisshriners.org or by phone at 
336-880-5790. Also, you can contact your 
Divan representative at the following:

Tommy Helms: 704-621-9308

Tim Daniels: 803-417-3488

Doug Garland: 336-963-1326

Shea Fadel: 704-309-5396

Chris Hall: 704-813-4624

Tim Farris: 704-718-9603

Donnie Wrenn: 980-521-3523

Jack Wallace: 704-608-2400

Joe Burris: 704-322-8941

Thank you for serving your cub or unit and 
for being part of the Oasis Shriners family.

YITF
John G Cable
Recorder, Oasis Shriners
Charlotte, North Carolina
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Just For Laughs...

See more on page 18!

THERE ISN’T ANY FOOD

  THERE IS JUST A BUNCH OFINGREDIENTS TO MAKE FOOD

HOMESCHOOL
MARCHING

BAND

Patient Ambassador Madelyn Honors 
ADA Anniversary 

July 28 was the 
30th anniversary of 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), 
a day that so many 
patients and families 
– current and former – 
of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children mark 
with celebration. St. 

Louis Patient Ambassador, and immediate past 
National Patient Ambassador Madelyn spoke at 
the 30th anniversary of the ADA celebration in 
Missouri’s capital of Jefferson City.

Madelyn was joined by one her best friends, 
fellow patient and former National Patient 
Ambassador Katie on her trip to Jefferson City. 
Katie has a leg amputation and is a member 
of the U.S. Women’s Sled Hockey Team. She 
recently graduated from Lindenwood University.

Below are a few 
highlights from 
Madelyn’s speech that 
day:

“Happy 30th 
Anniversary to the 
ADA! I am so grateful 
for those who have 
paved the way for 
the rights that those 
with disabilities have 

today. It is incredible to think that 30 years ago I 
would not have an equal education as my non-
disabled counterparts, access to accessible 
parking, elevators and so much more. I sadly 
was ignorant to my own disability history until 
this year. However, I spent the past four months 
deliberately educating myself on the disability civil 
rights movement. I can’t even imagine a world 
without the ADA.”

“That being said, the one thing that the ADA has 

not removed is the 
social and attitudinal 
barriers that still 
exist today. Such as 
I have had a handful 
of teachers and 
professors believe 
that I do not need 
my accommodations 
because they believe 
it is an advantage. 
People, like myself, 
are also often pitied or seen as inspirational for 
doing something ordinary. I cannot tell you the 
amount of times people have expressed how 
they are sorry for me. If only they knew I am the 
person that I am today because I have one arm. I 
would not be studying occupational therapy, have 
the confidence that I have in speaking to others, 
half the amount of friends, and so many other life 
experiences that were brought to me because I 
was born with a disability.”

“I hope that moving forward in the next 30 
years we are able to change the mindset of 
what disability means. I hope that those born in 
the next generation don’t have to worry about 
attitudinal barriers. As I stated before, I am a 
strong believer in the fact that education leads to 
inclusion, and I hope that talking about disability 
one day will be normalized. My hope is that all 
people, disabled or not, understand the disability 
rights movement, as I did not. As I continue 
throughout my life, I will continue to educate 
others about disabilities and bring awareness. 
I believe that all of us born after the ADA need 
to take a stance and educate. Together we can 
continue the work that began so many years ago.”

If you’d like to learn more and work to change 
your own mindset about people with disabilities, 
Madelyn recommends reading Being Heumann 
and About Us, or watch the show Crip Camp. 
She also recommends listening to Disarming 
Disability’s podcasts.

It takes a village to

raise a child.

It takes a distillery

to homeschool
one.

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN 2020, SO FAR

  JAN    FEB    MAR    APR

COFFEE

CAR

INTERNET

SHAVING

ALCOHOL

TOILET PAPER

SSWEATPANTS
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The Keystone Kops are at it Again!
Your Oasis Shriners Keystone Kops are back to 
our old antics - of what? Raising money, that’s 
what!

COVID-19 may have slowed us down a tad, but 
rest assured, as soon as we could make it happen, 
we were back in Belmont, NC and the money-
raising and FUN have been better than ever. 

Like everything else in Shrinedom, a lot of our 
activities and parades were and are being 
cancelled. However, we were able to pull out one 
parade so far and that was the Baxter Village July 
4th parade in Fort Mill, SC. By the looks of the 
spectators in attendance, social distancing was 
at its best. There was hardly anyone there and 
the parade was approximately two miles long (1 
way)! It’s a good thing this isn’t a walking parade, 
so the Kops didn’t mind riding and hanging out 
of the ol’ Paddy Wagon and waving and smiling 
at those in attendance…along with several other 
Oasis Shrine units. It’s always good when Shrine 
units can get together, not only is the fellowship 
good but the laughs are even better.

So back to our cruise-in…the weather hasn’t 
cooperated very well, so that has caused us to 
have a couple of cancellations. But the show 
must go on and the nights that it has, our 
fundraising efforts have been nothing short of 
grand. The folks who come out and continuously 
support the Keystone Kops are some of the most 
generous and giving people you can imagine. 
They don’t come out for the cars, they come out 

to support Shriners Hospitals for Children. Plain 
and simple. 

The last couple of cruise-in’s have been extremely 
productive as far as fund raising goes. Mostly 
due to the efforts of Penny Briggs, Terry Smith 
and Diane Harris. All three of these folks are so 
committed to our efforts and boy do they shine. 
Penny has a yearlong fundraising effort for the 
Keystone Kops that she does all by herself. 
Terry owns his own company and partners up 
with Penny to sponsor a full month cruise-in. 
And Diane is a master cook! Diane bakes from 
scratch and bakes Sun-Drop cakes and brings 
them to the cruise-in and we sell raffle tickets 
for them. Those Sun-Drop cakes bring in a few, 
yes few hundred, dollars each time. And all that 
money goes to the Keystone Kops and SHC. 
At our August 5 cruise-in, Penny, Terry and 
Diane handed over approximately $3000 to the 
Keystone Kops! 

Earlier this year, one of our faithful and longtime 
attendees, Ronnie Jonas, lost his battle with 
cancer. Ronnie was a lifelong resident of North 
Belmont. Ronnie was friends with everyone at our 
cruise-in. After Ronnie’s passing, Penny Briggs 
decided to do a fundraising effort in memory of 
Ronnie. All the money she raised, and is continuing 
to raise, is being donated to the Keystone Kops. 
With COVID and the restrictions on funerals, 
Penny has organized a memorial service for 
Ronnie. It will be held on August 26 in Belmont 
at our cruise-in. Kevin Jonas, father of the Jonas 
Brothers singing group, will probably appear to 
sing in memory of his brother Ronnie. There will 
also be a dove release in Ronnie’s memory.  

As always, if you have some time on a 
Wednesday night from now til the end of 
September, come on out to downtown Belmont, 
NC for a GREAT time at a Oasis Shriners 
Keystone Kops Hot Summer Nites cruise-in. 
And if you are looking for a unit to be part of, 
we would love to have you. You can contact any 
officer or member of the Kops for more info. 
We are a fun bunch.

LOCATION:  8400 Bellhaven Blvd, 
  Charlotte, NC

DATE:   October 3, 2020 
  (rain date October 10)

TIME:   11-4pm

There will be door prizes, live music 
and a 50/50 drawing. 

Food and beverages will be on site.

Free admission, No entry fee. 
Donations will be accepted.

***SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY THE 
#3 DALE EARNHARDT CHEVROLET 

RACECAR*** 
Compliments of Dale Earnhardt 

Chevrolet in Newton, NC.

All proceeds from this event will go to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children via the 

Oasis Shriners Keystone Kops.

Food & Spirits

SPORTS
Page

Oasis Shriners 
Keystone Kops Classic 

Car Cruise-In
HOSTED 

BY
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Bearfootin’ Auction
Saturday, Oct. 24 • 3pm - 7pm
Main Street, Hendersonville, NC
Each year, the downtown program hosts a live auction to 
raise funds for the Bearfootin’ Art Walk and the many non-
profits that the bears represent. Winning bids up to $3,000 
are split evenly between the downtown program and the 
winning non-profit, while bid amounts that exceed $3,000 
are directed to the non-profit in their entirety.

The Hendersonville Shrine Club is 
participating in the Bearfootin project this 
year as an opportunity for exposure and 
donations. Fezzy will be auctioned off this fall 
and the hope of the Hendersonville Shrine 
Club is that Fezzy will bring the highest 
amount ever raised for one bear! 

Visit https://www.hendersonvillenc.gov/
events/bearfootin-art-walk to learn more!

Those who can’t be in town can use a proxy bidding option. 
For more information, contact Meredith Friedheim at 828-233-3205 

or mfriedheim@hvlnc.gov by Oct. 17.

Like us on 
Facebook 
 facebook.com/
SHCGreenville

Reprinted from ShrinersVillage.com. Copyright 2020 Shriners International

Social distancing doesn’t mean being socially disconnected. There are 
many ways our nobles, family and friends can keep in touch and support 
one another in these difficult and uncertain times.
 
We’ve put together 6 ways to stay connected:

1. Check in with fellow nobles by email, text and phone. 
 This small gesture can make a huge difference. 

Staying Connected to Fellow Nobles During Times of Social Distancing

2. Arrange a regular Face Time call with a fellow noble or close friend
 or a virtual coffee date. 

3. Set up a Zoom meeting. An online conference call is a great way to 
 continue your club or unit meetings or for several friends to catch up. 

4. Check in on friends on social media. In addition to the Shriners 
 International social pages and your temple social channels, 
 Shriners Around the World is an active group of nobles, families and  
 supporters. Find the group on Facebook and connect with nobles 
 across the globe.
 
5. Gather friends for a Watch Party. Netflix is offering watch party options 
 that allow friends to view movies together.
 
6. Send a card or postcard to a friend or fellow noble. 
 Go old school and surprise someone with a handwritten note. 

SHC - Greenville had a special visit 
from the Greenville Fire Department 
Station 2 and Station 3! They 
delivered fun hats for our patients, 
masks, and toys. Thank you for 
bringing so much joy to our hospital!

https://www.hendersonvillenc.gov/events/bearfootin-art-walk
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Shriners Hospitals for Children® is committed to providing what we call 
wrap-around care. It means we maintain a family-centered approach 
and are concerned with our patients’ overall health and well-being.

This can mean different things for different patients. It can include 
finding ways to help them play with their friends, enhance their 
education, enjoy a hobby and live more independently. The staff of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children is known for taking the time to listen to 
our patients and families, learning of both their medical needs, as well 
as their hopes and dreams.

First Lady Alice Smith believes that giving our patients every possible 
advantage and opportunity to achieve helps them to become Rising 
Stars, and she is dedicated to strengthening their incredible spirits and 
abilities, helping them to have full, satisfying and productive lives.

TREATING UNIQUE NEEDS

To help each child who comes to Shriners Hospitals for Children 
become as independent as possible, we often introduce and provide 
assistive devices, especially through our various therapy programs. 
We provide our patients with physical, occupational, speech and 
recreational therapy.

Assistive devices can range from items to help learn or regain the 
ability to walk, to computer-driven augmentations for those with 

speech difficulties, to items that help 
children learn to feed or dress themselves. 
Assistive devices also include mobility aids, 
such as crutches, walkers and wheelchairs. 
We can also customize the devices to fit 
the specific needs of individual patients. 
The Rising Stars fundraising program will 
support these efforts.

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY

We also use assistive technology in our 
therapy programs, through the availability 
of various systems such as body weight 

supported gait training and functional electrical stimulation bikes. 
We are also concerned with our patients’ quality of life, and work to 
provide, or make them aware of, adaptive recreation opportunities and 
items to provide additional kid-friendly mobility, such as adaptive toy 
cars or bikes.

“We all want our children to be happy and successful,” said Lady Alice. 
“I want to help our patients move from the Shriners Hospitals system to 
successful, independent adult lives.”

Lady Alice invites you to join her in supporting Shriners Hospitals for 
Children’s efforts to provide our patients with appropriate assistive 
devices as well as skills they can use for a lifetime. Donors may 
purchase a unique necktie or bow tie, a beautiful bracelet bead
or an elegant necklace featuring a beautiful star, or they may make 
donations online.  Thank you for your compassion, generosity and 
support of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

To us, all of our patients, and their families, are Rising Stars. We are 
proud to support the availability of adaptive and assistive technology 
that helps them achieve their goals and become as independent and 
self-sufficient as possible.

To learn more, visit
lovetotherescue.org/first-lady-program

shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

https://lovetotherescue.org/first-lady-program/
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Oasis Band Score
BAXTER VILLAGE 4TH OF JULY PARADE

CAPTAIN’S LOG

Ten members of the Oasis Band traveled to Baxter Village for the annual 4th 
of July parade. We were fortunate to be able to participate, as the parade 
was in South Carolina. This parade is one of our important Band fundraisers 
and it was great being able to showcase our Band and raise some much-
needed funds for operating expenses. 

Our guest Director, Homer the Dragon, mascot of the Charlotte Knights 
AAA baseball affiliate of the Chicago White Sox, made his annual 
appearance. 

It was held in a rather unusual 
format, with spectators asked to 
view the parade units from their 
lawns and porches. There were 
no large groups or outside visitors 
permitted and the Band was able 
to practice appropriate social 
distancing and employ masks 
where possible.

This is normally a very short 
parade, but in this case, it grew to 
about two miles in length.  It was 
a nice opportunity for some fun 
and fellowship, since we haven’t 
performed in some time!

Wow! Who would have thought in their wildest imagination that we would 
have entered March with the specter of a pandemic hanging over us!

We finished off the cleanup of the Band 
room just before things shut down. We 
now have a “clean slate” to start when 
opportunities begin to appear.  

It has been a frustrating few months for 
all of us, as many events including two 
of our major fundraisers were canceled.  
The bittersweet side of this is that we did 
not incur expenses during this time.

We started conducting regular Zoom 
virtual meetings in April, and when the 
Governor moved to Phase 2 we began 
outdoor gatherings. Our pace picked up 
when we were given the green light to 
participate in the Baxter Village 4th of 
July parade.  

We followed that up with a very successful fundraiser for our Shriners 
Hospitals for Children at Southern Spirits in Indian Land, SC on July 25th.  
Nine Nobles played from 10:30AM to 2PM and raised a total of $800 from 
that event for the Hospitals, courtesy of our sponsor, Don Podrebarac, 
owner of Southern Spirits and his patrons. We enjoyed a visit from Noble 
Bill Cowan, Past Captain from 1981-82. Our Transportation Quarter 
Master, Noble David Chaney did an excellent job prepping and delivering 
our Band trailer and manning our information booth.

Unfortunately, we received word that 
the SASA conference in Myrtle Beach 
was canceled along with the Oxford 
Homecoming Parade. Sooooo, we 
slow down again. We are scaling back 
our gatherings as we do not have an 
imminent gig (nothing until late August or 
maybe even October?).

In the meantime, we will be conducting 
an occasional Zoom virtual meeting 
and staying in touch with each other in 
as many ways as possible! We plan to 
schedule an outdoor gathering at least 
once per month...

continued on page 15
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Best wishes and prayers go out to the following Band members and their 
families:
• Quartermaster Emeritus, Noble Tommy Sellers’ wife Joyce is 
 experiencing some serious health issues  
• Noble PC/Past Potentate John Elder’s wife Jean is recovering from a 
 broken leg
• Noble PC2/Oriental Guide Shea Fadel’s son Shea 2 is recovering from 
 a broken leg
• Noble Past Director Patrick Watkins father, William “Billy” Watkins 
 passed away on Saturday, August 1. There will be no services. 
 Billy was a big supporter of the Band and donations to the Shriners 
 Hospitals in his name are appreciated. Billy’s full obituary will be 
 published in the Salisbury Post.

A reminder that Noble PC Ben Reavis has moved. 
His new address is: 418 Saffron Ct. Graniteville, SC 29829
Mobile: 704-718-2002  •  Email: brmessage@yahoo.com

Our search for a Director continues. We welcome any suggestions or 
interested parties to contact one of the Band officers.

CAPTAIN’S LOG  continued from page 14

Send us your 
stories!  

We need to 
celebrate our 

past – 
it’s important for 

our future!

COME JOIN THE HARMONY! 

THE OASIS BAND

Meet Fez! 
Recently, this little guy 
was found hiding in a 
corner at the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children-
Spokane parking garage. 
One of our staff members 
found him and quickly 
fell in love. She decided 
to give him a home 
and name him Fez after 
the iconic Fez hats our 
Shriners wear. One of our 
care managers decided 
he needed his own Fez - 
so she created one just 
for him!

Did You Know? ?? ??
Make a difference in the lives of 
children at Shriners Hospitals while 
you shop! Simply shop at 
smile.amazon.com and select 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
as your charity. A portion of your 
eligible purchases goes to the health 
care system! AmazonSmile is the 
same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

www.instagram.com/shrinersinternational

Did you know Shriners 
International has an 

instagram page?
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As we abide by CDC guidelines wearing 
masks in our facility, we like to give each 
patient and parent a cloth mask so that 
they can practice mask wearing outside 
of our hospital with their kids at home. 

Unfortunately, our supply 
is running low and we 
would appreciate any 
mask donation during this 
time. We are thankful for 
those who have already 
donated to provide us with 
cloth masks up until this 
point. 

SHC - Greenville is in need of 
cloth masks of all sizes! 

Contact Jennifer Pearson at 
jfpearson@shrinenet.org 

or 864-255-8771

“The Beat on the Street” Labors through 2020
As this usual year labors its way into September, 
our Drum & Bugle Corps Family sends each of 
you our best wishes for a happy and safe Labor 
Day weekend. The weekend traditionally points 
to the end of summer and for many, one more 
chance for a relaxing weekend with a cookout or 
perhaps a trip somewhere nearby. Labor Day will 
be celebrated on Monday, September 7th.

For our Corps Family, we would have just had 
our big family fun day. Captain Scott and Lady 
Pamela would be finalizing plans for the always 

popular Drum & Bugle Hospitality Room at 
SASA 2020 in Myrtle Beach. But, as for almost 
everything this year, they have been added to the 
list of cancelled events. 

History shows us that Labor Day has been a 
federal holiday for over 125 years.  The holiday is 
associated with the recognition of laborers and 
labor unions and surely, depending on where 
you are from, organized labor unions have great 
influence on how the holiday is recognized. For 
some people, in those particular areas of our 
country, there are parades to help celebrate. 
However, for other people, just hearing the word 
“labor” brings to mind any number of images for 
us to consider.

We hear that someone “labored” over a task 
or that someone is “laboring” to get through 
something in their life. During the miracle of 
birth, the period of time that the mother was “in 
labor” is often part of the conversation. We hear 
the word labor in a variety of ways to describe 

a variety of situations. When we hear the word 
used, we consider that a person or persons are 
investing a lot of time and effort, perhaps even 
blood and tears into something specific with 
the result of that labor being something that will 
bring a feeling of great joy or accomplishment. 
Sometimes the hard part is keeping our eye 
on the feeling of great joy or accomplishment 
that comes in the end and not on the work or 
struggles required to get to that particular end.

And so, with all that has been happening since 
March, we find ourselves challenged to keep 
our eye on the goal, the finished product, not 
on the struggle. Your Drum & Bugle Corps is 
a very active parade unit with a full calendar 
each year. We have a car and truck show, a golf 
tournament, and cook Boston Butts just to name 
three fundraisers and of course there are multiple 
“family and friends” get togethers. It takes much 
time and labor to make each of these happen, but 
for our Corps Family, these have become a “labor 
of love.”  Not being able to be active is the hard 
part for us and probably for you and your club or 
unit too. May we all be encouraged to not let this 
time in history keep us from being ready to labor 
when the time comes. Be ready to be active. Be 
ready to do your part, whatever your part is. The 
labor put in by each club or unit will be quickly 
forgotten when we see how the lives of so many 
children and their families are changed.

On a personal note, I’ve learned that typing 
these articles about the D&B Family has gone 
from being very laborious a few years ago to 
now being a labor of love. Speaking of articles 
in newspapers…on behalf of our Corps, 
please join us in sending “congratulations” to 
Lady Edie Wilson, our Desert Dust Editor. On 
August 6th Shriners International presented 
the annual Dromedary Awards and “The Dust” 
was announced as a winner in the newspaper 
category for the 2019 - 2020 year!

We look forward to getting back to our labors, 
because, “When the Hospitals Win, We All Win!”

Oasis Shriners 
Schedule

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Sept 17 – 20  SASA Myrtle Beach, SC  
September 18  Divan Meeting, 
 Myrtle Beach SC
Sept 24-26  Grand Lodge of NC
 Annual Meeting
October 7 Asheville Circus Ashville, NC
October 9 & 10  Concord Circus Concord, NC
October 9 & 10  Oxford Masonic C. Home 
 Homecoming Oxford, NC
October 17 – 24  Potentate’s Cruise to Bermuda 
 from Charleston, SC
October 29  Divan Meeting, Oasis Temple
November 6 & 7  Fall Ceremonial & Parade 
 Hendersonville, NC  
November 19  Divan Meeting, 
 Oasis Temple
December 5  Grand Master’s Installation (TBD)
December 5  Oasis Shriners Annual Meeting   
 & Officer’s Election, 
 Oasis Temple  
December 17  Divan Meeting, 
 Oasis Temple 

JANUARY 2021
January 8  Club & Units Appreciation Night 
 Oasis Shrine Temple
January 9 Installation 2021 Potentate 
 Oasis Shrine Temple

CANCELED
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OASIS ANNIVERSARY 
CHALLENGE COIN

Coins can be purchased 
through the Temple office or 
from Divan representatives.

The Membership Team will be 
selling coins to celebrate the 

125th Anniversary of Oasis and 
raise money to send a child or 
children to Victory Junction.  

THE COST WILL BE $20.00 EACH 

Pizza By Tanzy
By Paul Whitfield, Past Potentate

John Tanzy may have been the best all-around ritualist in this part of the 
world in modern times. He directed the Shrine ritual work and the Shrine 
degree what to me seemed forever.

Most masons learn their parts by rote. Unfortunately many of the words 
are archaic, no longer in use. Masonic degrees were reduced to writing in 
16th/17th century. At about the time the King James edition of the Bible 
was being translated. Translators and degree masters used ancient words 
to lend an air of authenticity, deliberately creating the impression that the 
work was from a much older time...

The problem with all that is that if you don’t know the words you wont know 
what the sentence means, or the paragraph. You will not know the story 
line. And if you don’t know the story line you will not see the symbolism 
underneath it all.

But for John that was no problem.  He knew the words, the story line and the 
symbolism. He knew every part in the Shrine degree and if someone failed 
to show for rehearsal or for the degree performance John would simply put 
on the costume and cover the part. Not a word lost. Never. The fact that he 
knew the story line and the symbolism made it all come together.

John was from Cleveland, came here after World War 2 and built a small 
trailer park and restaurant on Wilkinson Boulevard. The sign outside, which 
stood for 50 years or more simply said “PIZZA BY TANZY.” Many have said 

he brought pizza to Charlotte. North Carolina prior to WW2 was a largely 
rural state. It had more small farms than all states except Texas. And most of 
our Carolina boys lived on the farm and never went more than 5 miles away 
from their birthplace. No self respecting farmboy would eat a pizza. I doubt 
few even knew what a pizza was. Cornbread, grits, pork skin, fat back and 
beans yeah but pizza was for furriners for sure...John changed that.

I did not observe John in his Blue Lodge but he was. as proficient in the 
Scottish Rite degrees as he was with the Shrine Ritual. He was the director 
of the work in the Rite and was my boss as class lecturer for many years. 
He was as comfortable with 32 degrees as he was with the Shrine degree. 
He was a tough taskmaster. He only expected perfection. He usually got it. 
He had a habit of demanding we show up for degree work two hours before 
showtime. He required us to be in costume and fully made up one hour 
before show time. We always were. Never knew why but John was boss 
and nobody took him to task.

One afternoon he opened the Scottish Rite class. Then sat. I thought it 
might be nice to introduce him to the class. So I told them a little of John’s 
background and told them he had served in the army in Italy (didn’t say 
whose army) I asked John if he would show the class how the Italian Army 
marched. From his seat on the side of the lodge room he stood placed both 
hands on top of his head and marched across the room. The class roared. 
John wasn’t all business.

GUN DRAWINGHendersonville 
Shrine Club 

30 GUNS IN 30 DAYS
1000 TICKETS TO BE SOLD AT $30 EACH

PROCEEDS FOR SHRINERS HOSPITALS

Drawing will begin when all tickets 
are sold. One lucky winner will win 

a gun every day and if you win, your 
ticket goes back in the next drawing.

FOR TICKETS, 
CALL:

 Cline Lambert 
(828) 606-7652

Martin Osteen 
(828) 674-8039

Sam Settle 
(828) 243-1616 SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
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Just For Laughs...

Sneak peek 
at next 
month’s 
hottest 
new hair 

trend

Anniversary of the Editorial Without Words
The photo known as the 
“Editorial Without Words” is 
one of the Shriners fraternity’s 
most recognizable images. It 
was taken almost by accident, 
50 years ago, on June 11, 
1970, in Evansville, Indiana. 
This special moment, captured 
for all time, eloquently 
illustrates the relationship 
between the Shriners fraternity 
and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children.

Hadi Shriners in Evansville 
was holding its annual summer 

picnic. Patients were invited, and everyone 
enjoyed a day of food, fun and carnival rides. 
Toward the end of the day, Shriner Al Hortman, 
who became a Shriner after his daughter, Laura, 
was treated at Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
noticed a young girl who needed help. On this 
day, Noble Hortman lifted Bobbi Jo Wright and 
her crutches and carried her from ride to ride. 
A local newspaper photographer, Randy Dieter, 
captured the photo with a long lens as the two 

walked past him. Dieter wouldn’t realize until 
much later how much impact that single image 
would have. Neither would the Shriners, or Bobbi 
Jo herself.

Today, Bobbi Jo lives independently and is 
active in her church. She spends much time and 
energy traveling 
and speaking on 
behalf of Shriners 
Hospitals for 
Children, and 
meeting and 
encouraging 
other patients and 
families.

The famous photo has been reproduced on 
stained-glass windows, mosaics, tie tacks, 
pins and more. A larger-than-life replica of the 
“Editorial Without Words” stands outside the 
Shriners International Headquarters building in 
Tampa, Florida, and statues mark many temples 
and Shriners Hospitals locations. A version of 
the image is used as the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children logo.

Reprinted from www.shrinersvillage.com

WANTED

REWARD OFFERED: 
A byline in The Desert Dust

SEND RESPONSE TO 
Edie Wilson, Editor

ediewilson7@gmail.com

Or contact C. Lee Abernethy III
clee3oasisshrine@gmail.com

Local newspaper is seeking
amateur photographers from 

Clubs and Units in every district 
to take pictures at Shrine events.

Action shots preferred.
(Beer cans prohibited.)

Did you know the 
Shrine Hospital 
Trailer is available 
for your public fund 
raising or awareness 
events? Noble Jim Rorie, Recorder Emeritus 
generously agreed quite some time ago to 
volunteer his time and energy to transport 
the Hospital Trailer to any location within 
the Oasis Region in an effort to spread the 
word about our wonderful Hospitals. 

Shrine Trailer Travels for You

Noble Jim is ready and willing to bring the 
trailer to your location, with advance notice.  

704-534-2906  jrorie@bellsouth.net

Did a load of pajamas so I would have clean work clothes this week.

             CAN WE ALL AGREE
   FOR THE NEXT APOCALYPSE

       THAT HAIR STYLISTS
BE AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE?
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Jordan Wrenn, Captain • 704-579-3453
jordanwrenn85@gmail.com 

JUMPING HURDLES FOR CHILDREN

OASIS DUNE CATS

Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Donnie Wallace, Captain
Noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary  (704) 223-1531

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT

Oasis Young 
Shriners Club

If you are under forty and interested in joining - 
Contact oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

BRANDON PENLEY - PRESIDENT
THOMAS SUMPTER - VICE PRESIDENT

ROBBY SAYE - SECRETARY/TREASURER

LEGION OF HONOR CLUB

Search Oasis Shriners Legion of Honor on Facebook!

Don Greene  •  828.226.6069
donsgreen84@gmail.com

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the Month at the Golden Corral 
1053 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE Hickory, NC 28602

510 Gate City Boulevard (Formerly High Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org 
or call 336-707-6588 for information.

Cabarrus Shrine Club
Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC

Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!
Phone: 704-933-2797

Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com
Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

Shriners on Bikes
CONTACT:

STEPHEN TRITES
STRITES@

ROCKETMAIL.COM
803-610-7876

Contact The Oasis Shrine Clowns 
at 336-893-0391 or oasisclowns@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members 
No Experience Necessary

Come and join us and 
put a smile on the face of a child!

Meeting 3rd Monday at 6pm

Big Daddy’s in Mooresville

Noble Peter Schuetz
PC, President - 704-543-0695

PAST CAPTAINS CLUB

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com
“No man ever stood so tall as when he 

stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

Mt. Mitchell Shrine club

Centrally located in 
McDowell County

Contact: 
Noble Secretary 

Jack Wood 
828-925-9663

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising 

money for the Shriners Hospitals!

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN

BILL CULP FOR
INFORMATION

704-578-899
billwculp@gmail.com

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

OASIS HIGHLANDERS
PIPES & DRUMS

Meet 1st & 3rd Monday, 
7:00 PM at H-Q

Contact Rich Hartman
cell (814) 746-0466

rohartman48@gmail.com

Carolina
Drifters

Captain
Trent Oates 

704-412-0120

Join A 
Winning TeamNASCARTS

Captain Robert Warren  336-517-4210  
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MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

Contact President 
Bill Loeser

910-759-0571
Be sure to “LIKE” our Moore County Facebook page 

to see many photos!

Red Fez Shrine Club
16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 

fezonlake@bellsouth.net

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

CAPTAIN GREG KEY  336-468-7358
P.C. TERRY COX  336-509-6545

Scooter Patrol

Contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or Betty Parker, 
PQ at (704) 654-7108, latona154char@gmail.com

www.daughtersofthenile.com

Latona Temple # 154 
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

Dan McCurry  704-813-8177  mccurrydc@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

SCOTTISH RITE MASONS
You are invited to attend our 

monthly meetings of the Scottish Rite

Where: Junaluskee Lodge, 
 50 Church Street, Franklin, NC
When: 2nd Monday of each Month
Time: 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Lodge

Current Dues Card required for admission

If interested in joining, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 

or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

305 E Phifer St, Monroe, NC
SHRINE DANCE - 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 

Starting @ 7pm. $10 admission.

For info, contact: Brad Spelbring, Captain
spel44@yahoo.com

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

DID YOU PLAY IN A HIGH SCHOOL 
BAND OR COLLEGE BAND?  

IF SO WE 
NEED YOU!

THE OASIS TEMPLE 
BAND

CAPTAIN - NOBLE 
CHUCK REED
847-502-0872

CONTACT 
CHIP BURCH 

AT 
336-430-5779 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

 (704) 309-8806    oasisdbcorp@gmail.com

OASIS DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
Captain 

Scott 
Edwards

Captain Ken Klutz: 704-239-6811

OASIS RAGTOPS
Riding around with the Top Down…

Raising 
money for 
Shriners 
Hospitals 

for 
Children

Visit on Facebook @OASIS500s

Contact Captain 
Thomas Smith
(910) 416-2600

t.smith643@yahoo.com 

JOIN OUR 
GROUP

Meeting 1st Thursday of every month. 
Meal at 7pm followed by meeting.

4909 Hampton Rd Clemmons, NC 27012 
Contact: Noble Benton Williams 336.392.2449 

Or Noble Brian Huffman 336.408.9718 
Wsshrineclub@outlook.com

We’d Love to have you!
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Want to Add or Modify Your Club/
Unit Ad in the Desert Dust?

We are happy to create an ad for you, or to modify your 
existing ad. Send your text and images to 
Edie Wilson - Ediewilson7@gmail.com

If you would like to submit your own ad design, it must 
be a high-resolution file. Ad size is 1.8” high x 3.1” 
wide. All logos & images must be high-quality and the 
text easily readable. Text should be 9 pt size or larger.

Oasis Oldies If you have a 
classic car or are 
interested in the 

old classics, come 
join us for some 

fun and fellowship

CAPTAIN
DAVID STEELMAN
336-909-1830 

Bcimagedr@gmail.com

Monthly meetings, 
2nd Monday of 
the month, 
5:45 social, 
Dinner 6:30, 
programs, 
entertainment 
and fellowship

Join Us!

Hendersonville sHrine ClUb

Contact: www.hendersonvilleshriners.com

ASHE SHRINE CLUB
Meeting the 3rd Monday of every month

Contact Noble John Brown 
336-977-8668 

or Noble Alex Edmisten 
336-467-4478
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We meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every 
month at the Fairview 
Masonic Lodge #339 
in Kings Mountain. 
The meal is at 6:30 and 
the meeting is at 7:00.

President Phil Farmer
Email: WhitePlainsShrineClub@gmail.com

MECKENBURG SHRINE CLUB
INVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR CLUB

CONTACT SAM MOODY
sambo447@aol.com
980-722-7951

Frankie’s Story  
Finding the positive in a difficult time

The world today is different because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic; very little is untouched 
by the ripple effect of the virus. Beyond the 
devastating impact on those stricken and their 
caretakers, COVID-19 has made nearly every 
aspect of life more difficult. It seems almost 
impossible that something positive could come 
from such global negativity. Sometimes though, 
finding “the good” simply requires a shift in 
one’s point of view. The caring staff at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Cincinnati found it with a 
boy named Francis. 

“Frankie,” as he is known by the staff, is from 
Nigeria. He was born with a severe cleft palate, 
affecting his ability to speak, eat and even 
breathe. Frankie came to the attention of Save 
a Child International, a nonprofit organization 
founded by a group of Nigerian doctors in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The group’s goal is to enable 
some of Africa’s poor children to gain access 
to quality health care in the United States. One 
of the doctors attended a seminar presented by 
Debbie Harrell, MSN, RN, NE-BC, director of 
professional relations at the Cincinnati Shriners 
Hospital, where he learned of the hospital staff’s 
exceptional skill in the treatment of cleft lip and 
palate, and its mission of caring for children 
regardless of a family’s ability to pay. In the fall of 
2019, his organization arranged for Frankie and 
his father to travel to Cincinnati. 

During their stay, the two lived in one of the 
hospital’s “family care units,” the motel-like rooms 
within the hospital. Frankie became the patient of 

Christopher Gordon, 
M.D., FACS, FAAP, 
a board-certified 
plastic surgeon 
who specializes in 
craniofacial disorders 
such as cleft lip and 
palate. “Frankie’s cleft 
palate was one of the 
most severe I have ever seen,” Dr. Gordon said.

Plans were for the father and son to remain at 
the hospital for six months, the longest a travel 
visa would permit. Everyone wanted to make 
sure Frankie could benefit from as much care as 
possible before returning to Nigeria. During that 
period, Frankie had three successful surgeries to 
repair his palate. Now it was time to go home.

Unfortunately, at the same time, COVID-19 was 
rapidly spreading across the globe. International 
travel came to a screeching halt, and Frankie and 
his father had to stay in the U.S.

Luckily, they were at the Cincinnati Shriners 
Hospital, so there was never a worry about where 
to stay or how to survive during this period of 
uncertainty. Frankie and his father could remain 
guests of the hospital until the travel ban lifted.

The unexpected upshot was that now Frankie 
had the time to receive speech therapy – a luxury 
not possible without the pandemic delay. He 
worked regularly with the Cincinnati Shriners’ 
occupational and physical therapy department, 
improving the skills his disorder had prevented for 
most of his life.

Even the darkest days can offer a moment of 
light. In Frankie’s case, the COVID-19 travel ban 
allowed him to remain at the Cincinnati Shriners 
Hospital and fully benefit from its many life-
changing services before returning home.

Reprinted from www.shrinersvillage.com
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REGISTER BY PHONE

1-866-729-7768
HELLO@PROUDLY.LIVE

REGISTER WITH YOUR LOCAL TEMPLE: 

HTTP://SHRINERS.PROUDLY.LIVE

SIMPLY REGISTER 
WITH YOUR TEMPLE

GET THE APP
AVAILABLE ON IOS AND ANDROID 

- OR -

START ONLINE
HTTP://SHRINERS.PROUDLY.LIVE

- OR -

BY PHONE 1-866-729-7768

Proudly is an exciting new fundraising program that allows you to easily support 
our temple & Shriners Hospital for Children! Download the Proudly app today 

and watch the partnership video from Nascar Driver & Noble David Ragan!

Memorials Memorials
DONOR          IN MEMORY OF DONOR          IN MEMORY OF

Graham & Loretta Wilson Anita Louise Kennerley

Howard & Shirley Keyes Anita Louise Kennerley

Jim & Judy Coleman Anita Louise Kennerley

Terry & Janice Cox Anita Louise Kennerley

Donna Turnmyre Carl Desmond Moore

Karen C. Orr Christine Oehler

Carlean Sain Donald Davis Sain, Jr.

421 Auto Service & Sales Ed Trexler

David L. Clawson Ed Trexler

Daymark Recovery Staff Ed Trexler

High Country Classics Ed Trexler

Holly C. Robinson Ed Trexler

Peggy H. Lyons Ed Trexler

Tommy & Annie Greene Ethel Allen

Walter Grahling Jr. Hannah Joy Latos

Robbinsville Shrine Club Huel Millsaps

Boyd & Juanita Lee James Tyson

Bobby L. Bell Jim Bell

Deforest Maness Jim Bell

Dennis A. Wilson Jim Bell

Graham & Loretta Wilson Jim Bell

Howard & Shirley Keyes Jim Bell

Ken & Glenda Kluttz Jim Bell

Ron & Ruth Patten Jim Bell

Royal Order of Jesters Jim Bell 

Charlotte Court No 109 

Sticky Burch Jim Bell

Sue M. Taylor Joseph Donald Cathey

Dennis A. Wilson Linda Bell Curtis

Mary Alice Elliott Mary Lee Myers

Catharine & Ken Corn Paul R. Whisnant

Leonia Poteat Paul R. Whisnant

Morrison’s Body Shop Used Cars Paul R. Whisnant

Steve & Dianne Hefner Paul R. Whisnant

Charlie & Patsy Langlais Ruby Flowe Skidmore

Ed & Marcia Parrott Ruby Flowe Skidmore

Jean & Wayne Kelly Ruby Flowe Skidmore

Marion A. Cowell Ruby Flowe Skidmore

C. Nolan Berry Sally Heavner

East Burke Shrine Club Sally Heavner

Roger Gough Theodore Wilson 

 (Buck) Carlton

Royal Order of Jesters Tommy Therrell 

Charlotte Court No 109 

Sam & Patsy Eudy Virginia Rutherford
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Passed Within the Unseen Temple

 $1,865.00  Appalachian Shrine Club

 $350.00  Ashe County Shrine Club

 $4,550.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $50,000.00  Stanly County Shrine Club

Donations

AMOUNT DONOR

CLUB & UNIT DONATIONS

OTHER DONORS

Appalachian Legacy Funeral 
Services LLC

CM Supply

Cone Post 386 American Legion Inc.

Eric D. Simmons

Garlands Auto

James C Barlow

Honors
DONOR IN HONOR OF

Deforest Maness Dale Cheek

Barbara S. Potts John & Ellen Self 

 on their 50th Wedding Anniversary

Shirley Hefner Lowman Ken Jarrett

Randy Miles Noble Harold Hayes & Lady Betty

Deforest Maness S.E. (Chip) Burch

Correction from August: 

Randy & Pat Vines Jeremy Ball

NAME CITY, STATE CREATED DIED

Donald Davis Sain Vale, NC 11/4/2000 11/4/2019

Bennett L. Evans Spindale, NC  9/19/1970 5/8/2020

Robert Sterling Coleman Belmont, NC 1/25/1992 5/10/2020

Parker Waymon Pace Brevard, NC 8/24/1990 6/19/2020

Ralph C. Brown Statesville, NC 1/18/1964 7/1/2020

Jimmy E. Bell Gastonia, NC 10/16/1965 7/31/2020

Our Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder has introduced his “Just One” 
campaign to increase Shriner membership. A simple but powerful idea 
drives this initiative: If every current Shriner commits to recruiting or 
restoring “just one” noble to his temple, the ranks of our brotherhood will 
swell tremendously.

In order to build enthusiasm for the Just One initiative and keep it going, 
we are instituting a multi-level program for recognizing and rewarding top-
line signers in the creation/restoration process for their successful efforts 
bringing in new members or restoring suspended members. These are:

LEVEL 1 – Upon creation or restoration of one member, the top-line 
signer will receive a postcard and Just One pin from Imperial Potentate 
Jeff Sowder.
LEVEL 2 – Upon bringing in two members, the top-line signer will be listed 
in the Shriner Magazine.
LEVEL 3 – With three new creations or restorations, the top-line signer 
will receive a certificate of appreciation and a letter of commendation from 
Imperial Sir Sowder.
LEVEL 4 – After five creations or restorations, the top-line signer will 
receive a personal phone call from the Imperial Potentate.
LEVEL 5 – Top-line signers responsible for 10 additional Shriner brothers 
will receive a special invitation to attend a Just One VIP reception with the 
Imperial Divan at the 2020 Imperial Session. 

So just get on board and start referring Masons and non-Masons 
alike to keep Oasis #1!!!

Who do you know that 
would make a good 

Shrine Mason?

www.shrinershq.org
www.twitter.com/shriners

www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

If you have not signed up for 
Shriners Village, do so today.

Shriners Village is a website designed to 
keep members of Shrine International up 

to date on all aspects of Shrinedom.  
Simply google Shriners Village and 

follow the instructions.  
So easy, even a Shriner can do it.

Morgan & Son Saw Shop

Richard A. Bass

Robby Cannon & Family

Roger Gough

Thomas A Carpenter Sr.

United Way of Greater Greensboro

William B. Taylor
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