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Your Potentate
Greeting’s Ladies 
and Nobles. The third 
weekend of November, 
Lady Vickie and I had the 
pleasure of attending 
Amran’s Fall Ceremony 
in Raleigh. It was a great 
weekend to bring in 
new Nobles to Amran. 

I also presented Ill. Sir Donald Slaughter an 
Honorary Membership to Oasis, cementing 
the relationships the three Temples of NC 
have shared over the past five years. The three 
Potentates’ Ladies that turned the dreams of 21 
of our Shriners Children into a reality of being 

able to attend Victory Junction Camp in 2019, 
was definitely one of the highlights of the year. I 
am so proud of Lady Lisa, Lady Janet, and Lady 
Vickie for sharing a vision to make this project 
unfold. It was such a huge success that the next 
two First Ladies in line, from all three Temples of 
NC, have pledged to continue fundraising and 
pushing the effort to make a kid’s dream of going 
to camp a reality. Please do what you can to help 
make this a continued success.

We certainly hope everyone had a good 
Thanksgiving, as we turn the corner into 
December. The first Monday was an awesome 
day as I accompanied Gaston County Shriners 
on their 17th Annual Toy Run to SHC-Greenville, 
being police escorted the entire way! (See page 
7 for pictures.) A large trailer stuffed with toys, 
dolls and bicycles for kids of all ages was a sight 
to behold! It truly puts the Christmas spirit in 
place. Traveling back to North Wilkesboro that 
evening to install officers and share a Christmas 
dinner at Blue Ridge Shrine Club rounded out the 
day. Thanks for the Hospital check guys! Tuesday 
and Thursday would be officer installation/dinner 
at East Burke, and Hendersonville Shrine Clubs, 
respectively. On Friday, attending breakfast at 
Vesco Forklifts in Hickory, (one of my longtime 
customers) I was presented a check for 5000 to 
go to our Hospitals. CEO Kenneth Turnmyre has 
a soft spot in his heart for children, and extended 
a sincere Thank You for all that Shrine Masons do 
in supporting our cause.

Lady Vickie and I then attended the ingoing 
Grand Master Shaun Bradshaw and Lady 
Sharon’s banquet and his Installation on Saturday 
morning in Greensboro. MWGM Shaun is an 
Oasis Shriner and we are proud of him. Outgoing 
MWGM Mack and Lady Linda Sigmon have done 
a phenomenal job representing Shrine Masons 
across the Great State of NC. Lady Vickie and 
I have been blessed to attend numerous events 
and travel with these guys this year! MWGM 
Mack says it best when in closing, at every 
podium I’ve heard him speak, I’m so glad our 
paths have crossed! 

It was then a trip to the Temple for our Annual 
Election of Officers, of which, advanced 
accordingly. Racing back to Greensboro Shrine 
Club for their Officer Installation/Christmas Dinner 
capped off the weekend. The next Monday would 
be Oasis Band Dinner/Installation at the Temple. 

Tuesday we were invited to attend the Christmas 
Party for Hospitality Team 2019, these Nobles 
and Ladies work long hours to make sure our 
Nobility and Ladies are well taken care of at our 
many functions. Lady Vickie was presented a 
check for 2000 to go to Victory Junction Camp 
Fund! Thank you guys for all that you do! 

Wednesday would be one more trip to 
Greensboro, to install Officers/Dinner for the 
Oriental Band. There we picked up a check for 
1000 for our Hospitals. Thanks guys! Saturday 
the 14th, started with the Gator Breakfast at the 
Leatherman’s, caravan to Cat Square, tailgate to 
step-off, parade to Lincoln County Shrine Club 
where they had tables of food and beverage to 
warm up by. The Hospitality here is outstanding, 
to say the least! I had the distinct Honor of 
serving as Grand Marshal for this Parade. With 
my longtime Ragtop driver, Noble Ken and Lady 
Glenda Kluttz leading the Parade, of which was 
said to be the largest ever on record, was great 
for an Oasis showing. We finished off the day at 
Brushy Mountain Shrine Club with Dinner and 
Installation of Officers. One more Divan meeting 
for 2019 will take us into Christmas/New Years, 
then Club and Unit Appreciation/Installation 
Weekend 2020!

Man! What a ride this has been. We have truly 
been Blessed! Thank you All, for All that you Do! 
Let’s all help kick off 2020 with Potentate-Elect 
Bill Carter and Lady Lauren taking the lead as our 
new Potentate and First Lady of Oasis. This will 
be my final Potentate message, Coming to you, 
Straight outa Plateau!!!  

Y.I.T.F.
Kenneth D. Jarrett, Potentate 2019 
and Lady Vickie
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Greetings to All Oasis 
Nobles, Ladies and 
Friends, 

As always, I want to 
personally thank each of 
you for being a part of 
Oasis and what all of you 

are doing to make our Shrine Center great. 

I came into this job not having any information 
or fully knowing what to expect. Thank you for 
working with me and the office staff. As I had 
mentioned in my November article, we have hired 
Karen Henley to replace the retiring Lady Linda 
Wallace. If you haven’t had a chance to stop by 
our Shrine Center and meet Karen please do 
so or give her a call. She is already doing an 
outstanding job and we are looking forward to 
her and Sherrie getting whatever information you 
need, when you need it.  

On Saturday December 7th we had our Oasis 
Officer Elections. You, the membership, have 
elected your 2020 Divan to take Oasis forward. 
All Divan members who were in line, were elected 
and moved up one position. William ‘Bill’ Carter 
was elected as your 2020 Potentate and will be 
sworn in on Saturday January 4. Illustrious Sir Bill 
Harward PP was once again elected to serve as 
Treasurer. As your Recorder for a second year, I 
pledge to serve with honor and service.  

Please remember to make your reservations now 
to attend our year-end club and unit appreciation 
night on Friday January 3, 2020. Then plan on 
staying a second night in Charlotte, Saturday 
January 4 for the installation of our new Potentate 
Bill Carter and Divan Officers for 2020. We have 

secured the Courtyard by Marriott, Charlotte 
University Research Park at 333 W Harris Blvd. 
704-549-4888. All you have to do is call and 
say you are with the “Oasis Shriners Group” and 
receive the $89 per night group rate. It is filling 
up, so please call today and secure your room. 
See you there.

As we are winding down the year of Illustrious 
Sir Ken and Lady Vickie’s outstanding leadership, 
fun and fellowship, I want to take a few 
minutes to express Lady Carol’s and my deep 
appreciation to each and every person of Oasis 
for their fellowship. We are also thankful to all 
the members of your Divan and their ladies for 
their friendship, dedication, devotion and hard 
work. Lastly, we would like to extend our upmost 
gratitude to Illustrious Sir Ken and Lady Vickie, 
who have served Oasis this year with fairness, 
dignity and honor to make Oasis the leader in all 
of Shrine. Words cannot do justice to you and 
your leadership we experienced this entire year. 
Thank you and God Bless.

Now for 2020, let’s have a great year, let’s get 
involved. Let’s each ask a good man to join 
Oasis, so we can make him a better man. Let’s 
attend every function you can and let’s meet 
those new friends that we haven’t met yet and 
build those very lasting friendships.

Thank you to all of the Illustrious Sir’s who are 
still with us and those who have gone. Thank you 
for having helped shape. Thank you Illustrious 
Sir “Sticky” for turning 101 and still showing us 
guidance and brotherly love. 

Always remember, there is something for 
everyone at Oasis and the more you get involved 
the more you will see in return.

Until next month and God Bless

YITF
John G Cable 

The Desert Dust
Illustrious Sir Kenneth D. Jarrett, Potentate

604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, NC 28262
Phone: 704-549-9600
OasisShriners.org

2019 DIVAN
Chief Rabban - Bill Carter
Assistant Rabban - Tommy Helms
High Priest & Prophet - Tim Daniels
Oriental Guide - Doug Garland
Treasurer - William (Bill) Harward (PP-1998)
Recorder - John Cable
1st Ceremonial Master - Shea Fadel
2nd Ceremonial Master - Chris Hall
Director - Clay McLean
Marshal - Donnie Wrenn
Captain of the Guard - Jack Wallace
Outer Guard - Joe Burris
Chaplain - John Stanley (PP-1997)

EDITOR
Edie Wilson - Ediewilson7@gmail.com

www.shrinershq.org
www.twitter.com/shriners

www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

If you have not signed up for 
Shriners Village, do so today.

Shriners Village is a website 
designed to keep members of Shrine 

International up to date on all aspects 
of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village 
and follow the instructions.  

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.Reminder All ads & articles for the 
February edition of the Desert Dust must 
be submitted to Edie Wilson - 
Ediewilson7@gmail.com by January 10.
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Upcoming Events
January 3, 4:30 pm
Club & Unit Appreciation Night
SEE PAGE 5

January 4, 4:00 pm
Installation of 2020 Potentate
SEE PAGE 5

February 29, 3:30 pm
Winston Salem Shrine Club
Shrimp & Oyster Feast
SEE PAGE 15

Hospitality Team Presents Check

The Hospitality Team gathered to present a 
check to Lady Vickie for her Victory Junction 
Camp project. The $2000 will help send 
Shrine Kids to camp.

It’s Parade Season!

East Burke Shrine Club in the Valdese 
Christmas Parade

Hendersonville Shrine Club

The Gators hit the streets while David Crawley faces serious danger!

SHC recently had the 
privilege of riding in the 
Greenville Poinsettia 
Christmas Parade 
with staff and patient 
families. 
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Please join us in 
recognizing all 

Oasis Clubs and 
Units that have 

made tremendous 
strides in their 

ongoing fundraising 
efforts for Shriners 

Hospitals for 
Children.

4:30pm Memorial Service

5:30pm Social

6:30pm Dinner

7:15pm Awards Presentation

8:00pm-12:00am Social, 
Dancing & Entertainment 

- 2019 - 

OASIS CLUB & UNIT 
APPRECIATION NIGHT 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2020

Name That Tie!
Patrolman Jim Newcomb has 
a story to tell…about his tie. 
We’re looking for the history of 
this Oasis Patrol tie. The tie was 
given to him as a kindness from 
a virtual stranger. He has been 
unable to find any picture of a 
Patrol member wearing this tie. 
If you know anything about this 
mysterious neckwear, please 
email ediewilson7@gmail.com. 
We’ll print your comments and 
demystify the tie.

Your Elected Divan for 2020

Pictured L-R: John Cable, Recorder; William Harward, Treasurer
Shea Fadel, Oriental Guide; Doug Garland, High Priest and Profit

Tim Daniels, Assistant Rabban; Chief Rabban, Tommy Helms
Potentate, William Henry Carter
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Lexington Shrine Club Cooking for Cash
A great big THANKS to all who supported the 
Lexington Shrine Club Smoked Turkey Breast 
Fundraiser. This was a great way to end this year’s 
efforts for raising funds for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. Great group of Shriners and Masons 
enjoying a night of fun and fellowship while 
helping raise money for a great cause.



PAGE 7

Great job again this year by the Gaston Shrine Club and the Camaro Club.

Here Comes Santa Claus!
On Monday, December 2, the Gaston County 
Shrine Club, sponsored by the Carolina GM 
Association, delivered $7000 worth of toys to the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children-Greenville. These 
toys, bought with donations from the Carolina 
GM Association Show on November 23 at the 
Rick Hendricks Racing complex in Charlotte, 
provide the hospital with enough toys to last 
about 10 months.

When children arrive for treatments/appointments 
they are given the opportunity to select a toy of 
their choice. Toys include small dolls, games, 
cars, trucks and even bicycles. This was the 17th 
annual event for toy deliveries to the hospital. 

Ill. Sir Ken Jarrett was on hand to assist the 
delivery and interact with some of the children. 
He was joined by many of the Gaston Shrine 
Club members and their ladies, as well as the 
Carolina GM Association members and Oasis 
Divan High Priest and Prophet Tim Daniels. 

Several local television stations were on hand to 
film the delivery that aired on local news.
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A Good Name is More Desirable Than Great Riches Proverbs 22

Most of us know the fifth commandment: “Honor 
your father and your mother…”  This has been 
considered as the bridge commandment. The 
first four of the Ten Commandments have to 
do with our relationship with God. The other 
commandments have to do with our relationship 
with each other. 

Thus, this Fifth Commandment is the ‘bridge’ 
that connects our relationship with God to our relationship with each other.   

A good paraphrase of the Fifth Commandment is this: “You shall treasure 
your father and your mother.” This commandment is short, simple, and 
sweet: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you.”   

We learn that this commandment is not only for children. We are never too 
young, nor are we ever too old, to obey this commandment. When we are 

older, we owe our parents reverence. In short, there will never come a time 
when we are not to honor our parents.

And, how do we honor, revere our parents, especially when they are in 
heaven?  In the words of Proverbs 22, ‘a good name is more desirable 
than great riches.’  We are to treat our parents’ good names with the 
highest regard and the highest respect. We are to live in such a way that 
we bring honor to who they are or to who they were. After our parents are 
in Heaven, we are to remember that we are in charge of their legacy. We 
are to live our lives in such manner that others will remember our Mother 
and Father with the greatest of respect.  

The well-known pastor, Rev. James Merritt reports, “I ask my sons very 
often when they go to school,“Who are you?” They’ll say, “I am a Merritt.”  
I will say, “Who do you belong to?” They will say, “I belong to God.”  I tell 
them to remember that when they go to school. You carry my name; you 
belong to your Heavenly Father. When you act in a way that you should 
not act, you bring shame to yourself, you bring shame to me, you bring 
shame to your family, and you bring shame to God.”

Nobles and Ladies, we wish you God’s most abundant blessings and good 
health in this New Year!  

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners, Assistant Imperial 
Chaplain, and Minister of Visitation, First Presbyterian, Gastonia.  He was 
appointed Imperial Chaplain by Imperial Potentate Al Madsen in 2012-13.  
(Stanley can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com). 

Greetings to all Oasis Nobles. Oasis’ new photo web page is 
up and running! It is a work in progress and I hope you enjoy! 

The web address is www.shrinephotos.com 
I am working on getting our Oasis Photography Committee 
up and running. We want to add Nobles to this committee 
to help it grow. My vision is to have Nobles from throughout 
our jurisdiction who will take pictures at events near you so 
we can get them uploaded to our web page and published 
in The Desert Dust. Please feel free to contact me if you are 
interested or have any questions.

C. Lee Abernethy III
Cleeabernethy3rd@gmail.com
Cell: 704-905-5684
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Shriner Kid, Stacy Oppelt Gives Back
Let me start by introducing myself, my name 
is Stacy Oppelt and I am a Shriner Kid. I was 
a patient at SHC-Philadelphia from 1985 until 
2001. I am beyond happy to know first hand all 
that the Shriners do for children and their families, 
and I am forever eternally grateful for all that they 
did for me. 

So not only am I a Shriner Kid, I am also one 
of the leaders of Peaks of Piedmont Girl Scout 
Troop 10002 out of Lincolnton along with Edna 
Benton. In November our girls did a Take Action 
Project in which they made tie blankets and put 

together 15 gift bags. 
We then had to decide, 
as a troop, where and 
whom to give these 
special gifts to. So, 
after telling them about 
the Shriners and the 
Hospital, the girls 
decided they wanted 
to give the gifts to kids 
in the hospital that may 
need a pick-me-up.

I then contacted Lincoln County Shrine Club and 
was contacted very shortly thereafter by Bobby 
Leatherman who invited me down to the monthly 
meeting to introduce myself and tell what our Girl 
Scout Troop planned to do. 

On December 14, 2019, the girls delivered the 
gifts to the Lincoln Shrine Club so that they could 
be taken to the hospital and given to the children. 
Our girls were so happy and proud of what they 
did and to receive recognition from the Shriners 
made them feel accomplished. We ended up 
delivering 19 gifts, 15 homemade blankets made 
by Alyssia Carter, Kaylee Benton, Sarah Stevens, 
Emma Bartholomew, Jocelyn Sun, Sophie 
Alvarez, Bella Alvarez, Lilly Henson, Brooke 
Byerly, Annabelle Blair, Elizabeth Tompkins, 
McKenna Corella, Lily Carroll, Edna Benton 
(leader) as well as Stacy Oppelt (leader) and four 
which were donated by my mom Susan Nugent 

who, too, is so very grateful for the Shriners and 
all that they did for us and continue to do for so 
many families. 

We hope that these gifts put a smile on the faces 
of the children that received them. Troop 10002 
is grateful for the opportunity given.
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“The Beat on the Street”...is ready to march into the New Year
Submitted by Ned Yates

Happy New Year to you! Our Drum & Bugle Corps family hopes that each of 
you has had a wonderful Christmas season.  

As in recent years, we look back on 2019 and wonder where all of the time 
went. We have enjoyed a variety of opportunities to help children have a 
better future. This past year allowed us to continue with a number of events 
that the Corps family has become known for. We celebrated the Ladies of 
our Corps, went bowling with family and friends, enjoyed a successful Car 
& Truck Show, helped our Brothers with Boston Butts, had a terrific Family 
Fish Fry, put on an outstanding Golf Tournament, and before kicking off 
the holiday season, we helped our Noble Brothers in the Dune Cats at the 
Christmas Show.  

We were honored to be a part of the 50 year award presentation to Noble 
Past Captain Joe Ham during the Spring Ceremonial at Maggie Valley in 
spite the heavy rains outside.  Leaving the springtime rains behind us in 
the mountains, we ended the summer with beautiful weather for the SASA 

parade weekend in Myrtle Beach. In spite of weather cancellations for two 
years, sunshine prevailed and Oasis Shriners made their presence felt as 
clubs and units brought home many awards. We marched into fall helping 
celebrate Homecoming at the Masonic Home for Children in Oxford before 
traveling east, to the sandhills, for the Fall Ceremonial in Aberdeen.

Before we knew it, we were at our annual Christmas dinner. Captain Scott 
and Lady Pamela Edwards had arrived early to make sure the room was 
prepared.  The tables were beautifully decorated and as you may expect, 
the room filled quickly and a good time was had by all.  There was not an 
Officer Installation this year, so after dinner, the Captain thanked everyone 
for a successful year overall before extending his special thanks to several 
members for their work during the various fundraisers and events.

In the end, the year 2019 saw our Corps Family welcome new trainees but, 
sadly, the year also saw us say goodbye to those that were called home.

We are excited about the opportunities that await us in 2020, beginning 
with the Club & Unit Appreciation Night on Friday, January 3rd. It is always 
fun to “hear the numbers” when the fundraising totals are shared. All Clubs 
and Units are different. Some are big and some are small, and so, the 
amount donated by each will be different. We remember that in the end, it is 
the total amount from Oasis Temple that is important and can be celebrated 
by all of us. 

Our Corps Family is proud of the winning tradition that Oasis Shriners have 
built over these many years. We are happy to join with each of you and 
the various clubs and units during this coming year and do the work that 
is needed to keep Oasis on top.  Here’s to keeping our winning tradition 
strong in 2020, because… When the Hospitals Win, We All Win! 

The Clays 4 Kids event we had the honor of attending in October 
delivered this check recently totaling $17,150 for SHC-Greenville. 
We are so blessed to have their support year after year as they 
continue to outdo themselves. Thank you to everyone who made that 
event possible and contributed to this donation!
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Oasis Officer Installations

Patrol Officer Installation
Officers installed by High Priest and Prophet Tim Daniels. L-R: 2nd Lt Paul 
Southworth, 1st Lt Scottie Cox, Captain Brandon Penley and Past Captain 
Brandon Watson.

East Burke 
Shrine Club

Ill. Sir Ken Jarrett 
installed Brian Stamey 
(pictured right) as 
President of East 
Burke Shrine Club for 
2020.

PP John Elder installs the 2020 Board of Directors for Mecklenburg 
Shrine Club.

Oasis Band 2020 Officers with Illustrious Sir Ken Jarrett, Oasis Potentate.

Noble Frank Brady, 
Hendersonville Shrine 
Club 2019 President 
recognizes four Nobles 
for their contributions 
to the Club during 
2019. Pictured L-R: 
Noble Sam Settle, 
Noble John Hubbs, 
Noble Matt Alexander, 
Noble Gerald Boykin 
and Noble Frank Brady. 

The Hendersonville Shrine Club Officers for 2020 presented to the attendees 
by Illustrious Sir Ken Jarrett 2019 Potentate. Pictured L-R: Illustrious Sir Ken 
Jarrett 2019 Potentate, Noble Cline Lambert-President, Noble Martin Osteen-
1st Vice President, Noble Frank Brady-2nd Vice President, Noble Sam Settle-
Sec/Treasurer, Noble John Hubbs-Recorder, Noble Don Haynes-Chaplain, 
Noble Timothy Daniels-2020 Divan High Priest & Prophet.
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Like us on 
Facebook 

and watch 
for contests 
and prizes!

 facebook.com/
SHCGreenville

Submitted by President David Johnson

The Legion of Honor Club met at the Golden 
Corral on December 5th with nine Nobles 
present and their ladies. We had a great meeting 
and were joined by three new members! 

LOH is looking forward to a great 2020 and 
would like for all of Oasis’s veterans to come out 
and join our club. 

LOH meets every third Thursday of the month at 
the Golden Corral, located at 1053 Lenoir Rhyne 
Blvd SE Hickory, NC 28602.

For more information, contact Don Greene at 
828.226.6069 or donsgreen84@gmail.com.

Legion of Honor 
Club Welcomes 
New Members

1st Annual 
LIMITED EDITION 
CHALLENGE COIN

Please help support Ashe Shrine 
Club with the purchase of a 2019 
Commemorative New River Coin

CONTACT 
Noble Alex Edmisten 336-467-4478
or Noble John Brown 336-977-8668

- Limited Supply -

Buy yours 
today for 

only

$10
For more information, contact 

Don Greene at 828.226.6069 or 
donsgreen84@gmail.com.
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Robbinsville Shrine Club in 
Graham County has been a 
long-time big donor. Once 
again their fundraising 
efforts have hit it out of the 
park. A single draw for only 
one rifle raised $11,600 for 
SHC-Greenville. 

Winner Larry Queen was 
all smiles after the win. 
That smile was contagious! 
Queen later returned the 
gun to the Shrine Club so 
it could be used in a future 
drawing to raise even more 
money. 

Art Miller/amiller@grahamstar.com

CONNECTING SHRINERS
Shriners
International

IS AVAILABLE!

PayPal is available to pay the following:
Annual Dues  •  Initiation Fees  •  Mom & Dad Program  •  Ladies Tickets

Just go to the Oasis Shriners website, 
(http://www.oasisshriners.org/MEMBERSHIP.htm)  

click on Membership and you will see the PayPal link pictured 
to the right. You don’t need a PayPal account to use this payment method.

Questions, please contact the 
Temple at 704-549-9600.
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Riding with the Ragtops
When Divan Dignitaries ride in a parade, they go in style. This unit has 
been polishing their convertibles for 42 years! At their recent installation 
dinner, held at The Sands Restaurant, the Ragtops Family, veteran 
members and past Potentates celebrated the season and the installation 
of new officers. In addition, there were two Past Potentates and five Past 
Captains in attendance to witness Noble John Eichler receive the Ragtop 
of the Year Award.

(L-R) Todd Hildebran, Sergeant; Mack Wilson, Treasurer; John Eichler, 
Secretary; Jim Charles, 2nd. Lt; David Faircloth 1st. Lt.; and Ken Kluttz, 
Capt. with their Ladies and Installing Officer PP Wayne King.

The Ragtop Family bundles up and dresses up their convertibles for the 
Salisbury Parade.

Out-going Captain 
Tom Wimbish and 
Lady Angela with 
newly-elected 
Captain Ken Kluttz.

Five Past-Captains line up with Cpt. Ken Kluttz and Past Potentates Tom 
Price and Wayne King.
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When a donation comes from 
a patient’s family, we know our 
work has made a difference 
in a child’s life! We had a very 
generous donation from patient 
Megan, thanks to her father’s 
association with Lee Steam 
Charity. We are thankful for 
Megan and the work she has 
done for SHC–Greenville as a 
patient ambassador and grateful 
for this donation that will benefit 
other children like her!

Did You Know? ?? ??
Make a difference in the lives of 
children at Shriners Hospitals while 
you shop! Simply shop at 
smile.amazon.com and select 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
as your charity. A portion of your 
eligible purchases goes to the health 
care system! AmazonSmile is the 
same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

It was a a big weekend for NASCAR Driver and fellow noble David Ragan! 
David was a finalist for the Comcast Community Champion Award for his 
work with Shriners Hospitals for Children and Shriners International. 

At the award ceremony in Miami, he shared how he became involved with 
the health care system and later became a Shriner. He was joined at the 
ceremony by patient ambassador Wyatt and his family from the Greenville 
Shriners Hospital. Sunday, he was on the track for his last race, as he 
retires from being full-time NASCAR driver with Front Row Motorsports. 

We’re going to miss cheering for him each weekend on the track, but we 
know we will see a lot of him as he continues to make a positive impact in 
his community and Shriners Hospitals for Children. We wish David and his 
family all the best in this new chapter of his life! 

David Ragan Honored at 
Miami Awards Ceremony

Photos by Front Row Motorsports
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Our Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder has introduced his “Just One” 
campaign to increase Shriner membership. A simple but powerful idea 
drives this initiative: If every current Shriner commits to recruiting or 
restoring “just one” noble to his temple, the ranks of our brotherhood will 
swell tremendously.

In order to build enthusiasm for the Just One initiative and keep it going, 
we are instituting a multi-level program for recognizing and rewarding top-
line signers in the creation/restoration process for their successful efforts 
bringing in new members or restoring suspended members. These are:

LEVEL 1 – Upon creation or restoration of one member, the top-line 
signer will receive a postcard and Just One pin from Imperial Potentate 
Jeff Sowder.
LEVEL 2 – Upon bringing in two members, the top-line signer will be listed 
in the Shriner Magazine.
LEVEL 3 – With three new creations or restorations, the top-line signer 
will receive a certificate of appreciation and a letter of commendation from 
Imperial Sir Sowder.
LEVEL 4 – After five creations or restorations, the top-line signer will 
receive a personal phone call from the Imperial Potentate.
LEVEL 5 – Top-line signers responsible for 10 additional Shriner brothers 
will receive a special invitation to attend a Just One VIP reception with the 
Imperial Divan at the 2020 Imperial Session. 

So just get on board and start referring Masons and non-Masons 
alike to keep Oasis #1!!!

SHC Receives Hundreds of Barbie Dolls with Prosthetic Legs 
from Teen Patient and Mattel

When 18-year-old Chloe, a longtime patient 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children, saw 
the Barbie® Fashionista™ #121 doll with a 
prosthetic leg, she was more than excited. 
“I really was like oh my gosh, oh my gosh, 
finally a doll representing that segment of the 
population!”

As a teen with a prosthetic leg, Chloe didn’t 

have a doll that looked like her while 
growing up, so she knew this would 
mean a lot to others with limb differences. 
She decided she wanted to collect as 
many of the dolls as she could for other 
kids at Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Springfield in Massachusetts, where she 
has received prosthetic services since 
she was a toddler.

Chloe’s mom, Cindy, took to social media to ask friends and family to 
purchase the dolls as they found them, offering to pay. The request went 
viral and eventually Barbie herself got word of their efforts and replied to 
a tweet from Chloe’s brother who shared the story on Twitter. “The world 
needs #MoreRoleModels like Chloe. Sending a little something your way, 
@shrinershosp,” said the Tweet from Barbie. Donations poured in, filling 
Chloe’s dining room. No one asked to be reimbursed.

On Monday, Chloe and her mom delivered more than 400 of these special 
Barbie dolls – collected through family and friends – to the Springfield 
Shriners Hospital. Mattel, Inc., maker of Barbie, sent an additional 200 
dolls to the hospital. Chloe was able to present one of the dolls to a fellow 
patient during her visit, and she says she hopes her donation will help 
other kids and teens with limb differences feel more confident.

The donated dolls will serve as tools in 
therapeutic education and medical play 
for kids facing amputation – and their 
siblings – to help explain their situation, 
says Brock McConkey, CPO, manager, 
Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services 
(POPS) — Northeast, LLC. McConkey is 
the prosthetist who has fabricated and 
fitted Chloe with her legs for most of her 

life, and the person she says inspired her to make the donation.

This generous gift will be shared with Shriners Hospitals for Children’s 16 
POPS locations around the U.S., where our teams design and customize 
orthotics and prosthetic devices that are tailored to the unique needs of 
each patient. 

We are very grateful to Chloe, her mom, and the friends and families who 
supported these efforts, and to Mattel for their donation and their inclusive 
range of dolls to inspire kids like Chloe.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Oasis Band Score
‘TIS THE SEASON!

Thanksgiving behind us, thoughts of Reindeer and Fruitcake are dancing in 
our heads as we move through December.

Our Band Christmas Party was a rousing success, hosted by Captain Hans 
with a catered meal enjoyed by all.  We were honored to have our 2019 
Oasis Potentate Ken and Lady Vickie join us. Illustrious Sir Ken performed 
the installation of our Officers for 2020.  Thank you, Illustrious Sir!

Our final 2019 event was the Cat Square Parade in Vale, NC.  The weather 
held and we played to a huge crowd lining the major thoroughfare. 

CH- CH- CH- CHANGES… (David Bowie, if you must be reminded!)

Yes, we are moving forward with some new faces in new places!  

First, and most importantly, our Director, Noble Patrick Watkins will be 
taking a step back from the Band as he will be more deeply involved with 
his professional career.  He is also the proud father of a 15 month old which 
is demanding much of his spare time. Patrick has promised to stay active 
in a supporting role as his time permits. We will miss Patrick’s enthusiasm 
and professionalism as he has taken the Band to new levels with the music 
we perform; however, we respect his decision and look forward to his 
involvement in the future.

A new opportunity has thus presented itself to the Oasis Nobility, as we 
have begun a search for a new Director for the Oasis Band. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. If you know of anyone who may be interested in the position, 
or if you are interested yourself, please let one of our officers know. In the 
meantime, our existing core musicians will be filling the role on an interim 
basis so we can maintain the beat!

Our highly valued and trusted Treasurer and Trailer Driver, Noble Brent 
Wilson, has accepted a new professional challenge that will take him away 
from the Charlotte area for much of the time. Brent will be greatly missed, 
but he has promised to participate when he is available.

However, this has resulted in another new opportunity. We welcome Noble 
Sam Moody to our ranks, who has volunteered to assist with driving our 
trailer when he is available. Thank you, Noble Sam!

We are fortunate to have secured the services of an Oasis Noble, David 
Chaney to act in a new position as our Transportation Quartermaster. In this 
role, David will be responsible for all-things maintenance related with our 
truck and trailer rig.

Our Past Captain and current First Lieutenant, Noble Allen Jones, has 
chosen not to continue in line. Our current Second Lieutenant, Noble Chuck 
Reed, has been elected and installed as Captain for 2020/2021.

Additionally, we have elected and installed Noble Nathan Vannoy as 
our new First Lieutenant and Noble Pete Ohlmann as our new Second 
Lieutenant, both to serve for 2020/2021.

We have elected our Past Captain, Doug Teague to fill the role of Treasurer 
and Noble and Divan member Shea Fadel will fill the position of Assistant 
Treasurer.

Please congratulate all of these Nobles when you see them!

OUR FINAL 
PARADE OF 
THE YEAR, 
CAT SQUARE!

Thank You Oasis 
Temple, Illustrious Sir 
Ken Jarrett and the 
Entire Divan for Your 
Enthusiastic Support 
of our Oasis Band!

Roadie Award – Noble Pete Ohlmann Hot Dog Award – Noble Brent Wilson

Driver Appreciation – Noble Sam Moody

Bandsmen of the Year
Noble Shea Fadel, Captain Hans 
and Noble Chuck Reed
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The Origins of the Square and Compasses
Reprinted from scottishritenmj.org

As Masons, we are used to seeing the square 
and compasses symbol. Whether we are 
identifying it while passing a Masonic building 
or proudly pinning it to our suit, this Masonic 
emblem is forever imprinted on our minds. There 
is no doubt that “The square and compass is 
the single most universally identifiable symbol of 
Freemasonry.”

Origin of the Symbol

The exact origin of the 
square and compasses 
symbol (or more 
accurately, a square and 
set of compasses joined 
together) is unknown. 
The symbol’s origin is 
theorized to have come 

from the stonemasons’ guilds during the middle 
ages. In fact, most language and symbolism used 
in our fraternity comes from this era.

Seen on numerous structures around the world, 
the square and compasses symbol with a G 
in the middle instantly marks a building as a 
Masonic entity. The start of this Freemasonry logo 
dates as far back as the 1780s, but its earliest 
known appearance, without any Masonic context, 
can be found in a book that was printed in the 
early sixteenth century. However, most Masonic 
scholars do not consider this relic to have any 
connection to Freemasonry.

The compass in the square and compasses 
came from the idea of “keeping within compass” 
which is from an old rhyme: “By honest and 
industrious means, we live a life of ease, then let 
the Compass be your guide and go where’er you 
please.” In the 1700s, this phrase and ideology 

was widely known, and there were many objects 
such as teapots, plates, and engravings that 
adopted this symbology as decoration without 
any connection to Freemasonry. “Keeping within 
compass” meant that you were on the right path 
and behaving in the proper fashion. The fraternity 
soon after adopted this theme, and it has become 
the basis for the standardization of Masonic 
values today.

Meaning of the Square and Compasses

The square and compasses are architect’s 
tools, and many say that the commonly seen G 
in the middle represents geometry. Geometry 
is known to uncover the relationship of objects 
and the wonders of nature. Some also say the 
G represents God, as it is a fundamental belief 
of Masons to believe in the existence of God. 
The entire square and compasses as a whole 
is said to have a number of different meanings, 
representing a combined sense of judgement, 
balance, and stability.

The Square and Compasses Today

There is no doubt that the square and compasses 
Masonic symbol is transcendent in nature and 
has stood for a tradition and set of values that 
has remained stationary throughout time. This 
symbol can be found all over the world on 
buildings, pin lapels, promotional items, book 
covers, and Masonic regalia such as aprons, 
chapter pennies, hats, and gloves. It truly is 
a symbol that unites the fraternity all over the 
globe and shares a promise of justice, truth, and 
Brotherhood.

Research material provided by the Scottish Rite 
Museum and Library via the work below:

Philalethes, Volume 65, No. 3, summer 2012, 
Developing a Symbol, The Square and Compass 
with the Letter G in American Freemasonry, 
Aimee Newell



PAGE 19

Join A 
Winning TeamNASCARTS

Captain Robert Warren  336-517-4210  

Jordan Wrenn, Captain • 704-579-3453
jordanwrenn85@gmail.com 

JUMPING HURDLES FOR CHILDREN

OASIS DUNE CATS

Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Gary D. Handy, Captain: (336) 416-1323
Noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary: (704) 223-1531

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT

Oasis Young 
Shriners Club

If you are under forty and interested in joining - 
Contact oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

BRANDON PENLEY - PRESIDENT
THOMAS SUMPTER - VICE PRESIDENT

ROBBY SAYE - SECRETARY/TREASURER

LEGION OF HONOR CLUB

Search Oasis Shriners Legion of Honor on Facebook!

Don Greene  •  828.226.6069
donsgreen84@gmail.com

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the Month at the Golden Corral 
1053 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE Hickory, NC 28602

510 Gate City Boulevard (Formerly High Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org 
or call 336-707-6588 for information.

Cabarrus Shrine Club
Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC

Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!
Phone: 704-933-2797

Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com
Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

Shriners on Bikes
CONTACT:

STEPHEN TRITES
STRITES@

ROCKETMAIL.COM
803-610-7876

Contact The Oasis Shrine Clowns 
at 336-893-0391 or oasisclowns@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members 
No Experience Necessary

Come and join us and 
put a smile on the face of a child!

Meeting 3rd Monday at 6pm

Big Daddy’s in Mooresville

Noble Peter Schuetz
PC, President - 704-543-0695

PAST CAPTAINS CLUB

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com
“No man ever stood so tall as when he 

stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

Mt. Mitchell Shrine club

Centrally located in 
McDowell County

Contact: 
Noble Secretary 

Jack Wood 
828-925-9663

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising 

money for the Shriners Hospitals!

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN

BILL CULP FOR
INFORMATION

704-578-899
billwculp@gmail.com

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

OASIS HIGHLANDERS
PIPES & DRUMS

“Learn to play the bagpipes”
Meet 7:00 PM Wed. at H-Q

Contact Rich Hartman
cell (814) 746-0466

rohartman48@gmail.com

Carolina
Drifters

President
Trent Oates 

704-412-0120
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MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

Contact President 
Bill Loeser

910-759-0571
Be sure to “LIKE” our Moore County Facebook page 

to see many photos!

Red Fez Shrine Club
16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 

fezonlake@bellsouth.net

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

CAPTAIN TED CISINE 908-248-5237
P.C. TERRY COX 336-509-6545

Scooter Patrol

Contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or Betty Parker, 
PQ at (704) 654-7108, latona154char@gmail.com

www.daughtersofthenile.com

Latona Temple # 154 
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

Dan McCurry  704-813-8177  mccurrydc@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

SCOTTISH RITE MASONS
You are invited to attend our 

monthly meetings of the Scottish Rite

Where: Junaluskee Lodge, 
 50 Church Street, Franklin, NC
When: 2nd Monday of each Month
Time: 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Lodge

Current Dues Card required for admission

If interested in joining, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 

or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

305 E Phifer St, Monroe, NC
SHRINE DANCE - 2nd & 4th Friday of every month, 

Starting @ 7pm. $10 admission.

For info, contact: Brad Spelbring, Captain
spel44@yahoo.com

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

DID YOU PLAY IN A HIGH SCHOOL 
BAND OR COLLEGE BAND?  

IF SO WE 
NEED YOU!

THE OASIS TEMPLE 
BAND

CAPTAIN - 
NOBLE HANS HAAS 

704-562-7234

CONTACT 
BOB HATLEY 

AT 
336-288-4007 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

 (704) 309-8806    oasisdbcorp@gmail.com

OASIS DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
Captain 

Scott 
Edwards

Captain Tom Wimbish  704-243-4609

OASIS RAGTOPS
Riding around with the Top Down…

Raising 
money for 
Shriners 
Hospitals 

for 
Children

Visit on Facebook @OASIS500s

Contact Captain 
Thomas Smith
(910) 416-2600

t.smith643@yahoo.com 

JOIN OUR 
GROUP

Meeting 1st Thursday of every month. 
Meal at 7pm followed by meeting.

4909 Hampton Rd Clemmons, NC 27012 
Contact: Noble Benton Williams 336.392.2449 

Or Noble Brian Huffman 336.408.9718 
Wsshrineclub@outlook.com

We’d Love to have you!
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Oasis Oldies If you have a 
classic car or are 
interested in the 

old classics, come 
join us for some 

fun and fellowship

CAPTAIN
DAVID STEELMAN
336-909-1830 

Bcimagedr@gmail.com

Monthly meetings, 
2nd Monday of 
the month, 
5:45 social, 
Dinner 6:30, 
programs, 
entertainment 
and fellowship

Join Us!

Hendersonville sHrine ClUb

Contact: www.hendersonvilleshriners.com

ASHE SHRINE CLUB
Meeting the 3rd Monday of every month

Contact Noble John Brown 
336-977-8668 

or Noble Alex Edmisten 
336-467-4478
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Did you know the 
Shrine Hospital 
Trailer is available 
for your public fund 
raising or awareness 
events? Noble Jim Rorie, Recorder Emeritus 
generously agreed quite some time ago to 
volunteer his time and energy to transport 
the Hospital Trailer to any location within the 
Oasis Region in an effort to spread the word 
about our wonderful Hospitals. 

Shrine Trailer 
Travels for You

Noble Jim is ready and willing to bring the 
trailer to your location, with advance notice.  

704-534-2906  jrorie@bellsouth.net

From The Desert Dust

Happy 
New 
Year!

REM INDER: 
It’s Time to Update Your Club/Unit Bulletin Board Ad 

for the NEW YEAR in the Desert Dust!
New Contact Information? New Officers and/or Group Photo?

Send your changes to Edie Wilson - Ediewilson7@gmail.com

Have a new ad? Here are some tips. Simple and uncluttered ads are best. Too much information will make 
your ad hard to read. We are happy to create an ad for you, or to modify your existing ad. If you would like 
to submit your own ad design, it must be a high-resolution file. Ad size is 1.8” high x 3.1” wide. All logos & 
images must be high-quality and the text easily readable. Text should be 9 pt size or larger.
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 $1,779.37  Appalachian Shrine Club

 $932.00  Ashe County Shrine Club

 $20,254.00  Blue Ridge Shrine Club

 $14,094.00  Brushy Mountain Shrine Club

 $390.11  Cherryville Shrine Club

 $31,600.00  Crowders Mountain Shrine Club

 $1,285.00  East Burke Shrine Club

 $2,597.29  Elkin-Jonesville Shrine Club

 $1,100.00  Foothills Shrine Club

 $24,000.00  Greensboro Shrine Club

 $23,263.00  Henderson Shrine Club

 $875.00  High Point Shrine Club

 $20,000.00  Land of the Sky Shrine Club

 $6,693.00  Lexington Shrine Club

 $500.00  Mecklenburg County Shrine Club

 $6,381.89  Moore County Shrine Club

 $1,000.00  Oasis Carolina Drifters

 $1,500.00  Oasis Drum & Bugle Corp

 $593.00  Oasis Hillbilly Parade Unit

 $21,275.00  Oasis Keystone Kops

 $18,552.78  Oasis Mountain Buggies

 $100.00  Oasis Potentate Guard

 $500.00  Oasis Ragtops

 $500.00  Oasis Ritual Cast

 $2,700.00  Oasis Surry Mini Truckers

 $775.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $295.00  Rowan Shrine Club

 $16,897.12  Smoky Mountain Shrine Club

 $11,084.85  Statesville Shrine Club

 $1,500.00  Thermal Belt Shrine Club

 $600.00  Tri County Shrine Club

 $43,035.00  White Plains Shrine Club

Donations Donations

AMOUNT DONOR

CLUB & UNIT DONATIONS OTHER DONORS

Archie L. Jarrell, Jr.

Barbara A. Hoyle

Call Family Distillers LLC

Charles E. Kapps

Charles W. Stephens

Circuit World

David Alexander Walter Estate

David N. Bost

Debra C. Cartwright

Don A. Ray, Sr.

El Pacifico Restaurant

Ervin Allen, Jr.

Henry H. Atwell

Huggins & Company, CPA PA

Jim Rhew

Junaluskee Lodge No. 145

Lary D. Corl

Life Store Bank

Lonnie S. Goodman

Macedonia Baptist Church

Michael A. Brown

Mountain Creek Baptist Church

North Stanly High School Class of 1969

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co. of Hickory

Richard A. Bass

Roger W. Miller

Sandra S. Moser

Shirley Cochenour

Stribling P. Boynton

Terry W. Trexler

United Community Bank

William A. Sider

Honors
DONOR          IN HONOR OF

Corinne R. Kane H. Mike Cook

Greensboro Shrine Club Ladies Auxiliary Honor & Memory of those lost in 
 our Shrine family this year

Otis & Jeannette Sizemore James & Robin Sizemore

Surry Shrine Club Mark Sexton

Otis & Jeannette Sizemore Melanie Schultz

Otis & Jeannette Sizemore Missy & Ronnie Leonard

Otis & Jeannette Sizemore Shannon & Keith Templeton

The Tom & Jamie”Fadel” Raad Family The Fadel Family

Russ & Lynda Jacks Walter A. “Sticky” Burch
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Shriners: A History of Fellowship and Philanthropy charts the history 
of Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. This is a 
great resource for potential, new or longtime Shriners, or anyone who 
wants to learn more about us. lovetotherescue.org/shop-for-love/

NAME CITY, STATE CREATED DIED

William Levit Hammer Taylorsville, NC 5/29/1982 5/29/2019

Donald Lyle Hudson Salisbury, NC 11/9/1985 8/3/2019

Lee Walter Whittaker Franklin, NC 11/30/2008 10/7/2019

James Thomas Lindley Burlington, NC 5/19/1951 10/23/2019

Bobby C. Heavner Greensboro, NC 11/28/1970  10/26/2019

Fred Burrell Mililani, Hi 5/9/1981 11/14/2019

Bobby Gene Brown Landis, NC 11/7/1998 11/14/2019

Gordon R. Bradley Valdese, NC 1/28/1978 11/17/2019

Arthur Lee Stamey Waynesville, NC 10/23/1971 11/17/2019

Fred Nelson Setzer Salisbury, NC 4/2/2005 11/22/2019

William Henry Hooper Matthews, NC 10/14/1978 11/24/2019

Mack A. Cooke Greensboro, NC 5/24/1975 12/6/2019

Passed Within the Unseen TempleMemorials
DONOR          IN MEMORY OF

Howard & Shirley Keyes Arthur Lee Stamey

Walter W. Grahling, Jr. Barbara Lacey

Ashe Shrine Club Bob Howell

Kathy C. Barlow Bob Howell

Rowan Shrine Club Bobby G. Brown

The Tom & Jamie”Fadel” Raad Family Charles “Chuck” Fadel

Wilkes Chapter #42 OES Charles A. Hale, Sr.

Louis Bryson Daryl Dean Bryson

Boyd & Juanita Lee Don Curtis

Dr. & Mrs. J.R. Linn, Jr. Donna Berger

Brushy Mountain Shrine Club Edward H. Scales

Laura & Mark Ovitt Edward H. Scales

Martha & Edward Scales Edward H. Scales

Linda K. Cline Edward Max Kelly

Larry Gregory Evelyn Gregory

Sarah S. Horton Frank Shields

Ken & Glenda Kluttz Fred N. Setzer

Rowan Shrine Club Fred N. Setzer

Dr. & Mrs. J.R. Linn, Jr. Jack Taylor

DeForest Maness Mack A. Cook

Jimmy & Debbie Burgess Mary Francis Trexler Hunt

Sherry R. Eudy Mary Francis Trexler Hunt

Tim & Betty Farris Mary Francis Trexler Hunt

Ann S. Council Nancy C. Council

Jane Council Nancy C. Council

Mary Ann & Bill Serridge Nancy C. Council

Susan & John Montague Nancy C. Council

CK Contractors and Development, LLC Otis Wright

Joe & Gloria Barkley Patricia Martin

Bob & Sandra Hunter Presley Phillips

Tommy & Annie Greene Ralph Terry

Dr. & Mrs. J.R. Linn, Jr. Ray Boleman

Sherry R. Eudy Rolla E. Rogers, P.P.

Wiliam B. Taylor Ted Phillips

Surry Shrine Club Zack Blackmon, Sr.
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