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The Potentate’s Message

generosity of those who attended. And the vol-
unteers from Oasis Shrine Center, who yearly 
help to organize and produce this event, are ab-
solutely the very best Shriners have to offer. 

August 22nd found me and High Priest and 
Prophet Bill Carter at Avery County Shrine Club 
for their monthly meeting and summer picnic. We 
had a great time with those dedicated Shriners. 

We made the trek across the state to the Ma-
sonic Home for Children at Oxford to meet 
with my counterparts from the other two Shrine 
Centers to plan our MHCO homecoming. This 
yearly event is shaping up to be a great day 
for all of our North Carolina Shriners and the 
alumni of our Home. The trip also gave me an 
opportunity to stop in Mebane for a visit with my 
granddaughter. That is always a special treat. 
Continuing through Winston-Salem for a stop at 
Baptist Hospital to check on my brother-in-law, 
Greg Key, who has had back surgery and is in 
the recovery stage. 

Looking forward to September, we are excited 

about our trek to Myrtle Beach and the Annual 
Fall Migration of the South Atlantic Shrine Asso-
ciation. Oasis headquarters will be the Double-
tree Inn and Suites. Look elsewhere in this edi-
tion for details about our hospitality, the parade, 
and the planned Beach Blast. If you do not have 
your reservations, you might miss out. Join us for 
a great summer vacation, and the opportunity to 
see many of your friends from the many Shrine 
Centers that make up SASA. 

Keep in mind the Potentates trip to Las Vegas, 
Nevada on October 1st. Call Brittany at head-
quarters for details, make your reservations now, 
and come join us for several days of fun and fel-
lowship in the city where nobody sleeps. And 
what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas. (But I will 
bet some of it will be reported in the Desert Dust). 

Keep our Fall Ceremonial on October 28th at 
Oasis Shrine Center in mind, and all of you la-
dies should make your reservations now for the 
Ladies Luncheon. Tickets are $20.00 each, and 
reservations can be made by calling Brittany or 
Linda at Oasis Headquarters. 

Another event that we are looking forward to 
is our Veterans Night, to be held on November 
18th. This event will honor our military veterans, 
past and present. These heroes have kept our 
nation free for centuries, and we are proud to 
honor them with an event befitting their sacri-
fice. You will want to make certain you reserve 
your seat for this evening of fun, fellowship, and 
the well deserved recognition of our veterans. 

We are on the downward slope. This year, thus 
far, has been amazing, and we have enjoyed ev-
ery moment of it. Lady Bobbie and I look forward 
to seeing everyone at our upcoming events. We 
are constantly reminded that We All Love Kids, 
and see, on a daily basis, the results of the hard 
work of Oasis members to help make our Kids 
whole again, and to carry the tradition of the 
largest and most generous Shrine Center in all 
of Shrine. 

Mike

Here’s hoping your summer has been great thus 
far. The Oasis family has had a prosperous and 
fun-filled summer, with lots of exciting travels 
and experiences to last in our memories. 

The highlight of the years has been the trip to 
Daytona Beach, Florida for the Annual Imperial 
Shrine Session, which was reported on in the 
August edition of the Desert Dust. We met so 
many new friends, and shared the good times 
with many old friends. The Session made us 
aware of the many innovations that are abundant 
throughout our 22 hospitals. We are constant-
ly in awe of the new and improved processes 
which help to allow our kids to lead normal lives. 

We had a great time at the Gaston County 100 
race, even though it was rained out and had to 
be moved to the following day. A great many 
Shriners were present, including our own Illus-
trious John Stanley who introduced our Ambas-
sadors. Excitement was in the air, and lots of 
money was raised for our Hospitals through the 

2017 SCHEDULE

September 14-17 SASA Fall Meeting, 
 Myrtle Beach
September 22-23 Grand Lodge Annual 
 Communication Winston Salem

October 1-5  Potentates Trip to Las Vegas
October 5-7 Imperial Membership 
 Conference
October 11 Shrine Circus Fletcher
October 13 Shrine Circus Concord
October 14 Shrine Circus Concord
October 13-15 Oxford Homecoming
October 27 Divan Meeting
October 27 & 28 Oasis Ceremonial

November 18 Veterans Appreciation Night

December 1 Oasis Patrol 
December 2 Oasis Elections
December 16 Shrine Bowl

Wednesday, October 11th, 2017
2 shows: 4:30 pm & 7:30 pm

NC Agriculture Center, Fletcher, NC

Friday, October 13th, 2017
1 show: 7:30 pm

Cabarrus Arena, Concord, NC

Saturday, October 14th, 2017
2 shows: 2:00 pm & 7:30 pm
Cabarrus Arena, Concord, NC

2017 Shrine Circus

Sponsored by: Oasis Shriners
604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, NC 28262

704-549-9600  www.oasisshriners.org

General Admission $12.00 
13 yrs of age & older

Free Admission 12 years of age & under

Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Circus production by: Jordan World Circus
www.thejordanworldcircus.com
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Howdy Nobles, Ladies and Friends,

I hope you’re all staying cool so far this Summer. 
Traditionally there aren’t many Oasis events in 
August so we have not been terribly busy burn-
ing up the highways and byways this past month 
with the exception a few outings and events. It is 
sort of like the calm before the storm, because 
September will catapult us right into a busy au-
tumn and next thing you know it’ll be Christmas-
time and I can hardly wait.

2017 SASA Fall Festival in Myrtle Beach. The 
third weekend in September is a notoriously 
busy time for most of Oasis, especially for our 
parade units. This year the SASA parade is back 
to being scheduled on Saturday morning. The 
DoubleTree Resort, formerly SpringMaid, is the 
Oasis headquarters hotel, so be sure your SASA 
registration is complete and room reservations 
are made in advance. Further SASA information 
is available in this issue and linked through our 
Oasis web-site.

Make your plans now to attend the Greenville 
Shriners Hospital for Children’s 90th Birthday 
Celebration and Walk for LOVE scheduled for 
Sunday September 24th. Patient Ambassador 
Alec will be there. Alec is the kid in the wheel- 
chair that has been in the many advertisements 
and PSAs for our Hospitals. He does such a 
magnificent job representing Shriners Hospitals.

Oasis Shrine Circus. All Fezed-Up Nobles are 
encouraged to attend, participate and assist. 
Our Oasis Captain of the Guard, Noble Rodney 
Morgan, has been working overtime to ensure 
that this annual fundraiser to benefit Oasis Shri-
ners is a smashing success. Fletcher, October 
11th. Concord, October 13th and 14th.

Club and Unit Leaders. Please be sure to get us 

your officer rosters for 2018 as soon as you can 
after your annual elections. The Oasis adminis-
trative staff and I want to have our 2018 Direc-
tory finalized and printed as soon as we are able. 
I will email the current club and unit officers with 
a reminder note in October. You don’t belong 
to an Oasis Club or Unit? You, my friend, are 
missing out. Joining is ‘easy-peasy’. Let me know 
directly if you need any help with that.

Sometime near the end of September, the Dues 
Notices for 2018 will be mailed from Tampa, FL. 
Please be sure to get your payments in to Oa-
sis as soon as you are able. Remember, your 

The Recorder’s Message

DESErt DUSt

Editor:  Terry J. Cox
coxterj@hotmail.com 

2017 DIVAN
Chief Rabban - Johnny Burgess

Assistant Rabban - Kenneth Jarrett
High Priest & Prophet - William H Carter

Oriental Guide - Tommy Helms
Treasurer - William (Bill) Harward (PP-1998)

Recorder - Robert L. (Bob) Saye, Sr
1st Ceremonial Master - Tim Daniels

2nd Ceremonial Master - 
Douglass (Doug) Garland

Director - David A. Johnson
Marshal - Chris Hall

Captain of the Guard - Rodney Morgan
Outer Guard - Joe Burris

Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves
Potentate 

604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262-8410

Phone: 704-549-9600
www.OasisShriners.org

Shrine dues are payable in advance for the ensu-
ing year. If you find yourself in arrears still owing 
2017 dues, I implore you to have that remedied 
by December 31st.

“Some say that our lives are defined by the sum 
of our choices. But it isn’t really our choices that 
distinguish who we are. It’s our commitment to 
them.” Emily Thorne

Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Saye
Oasis Shriners Recorder

REMINDER: All ads & articles for the 
October edition of the Desert Dust 
must be submitted to Terry Cox - 

coxterj@hotmail.com by September 10.
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305 
E Phifer St, 
Monroe, NC

SHRINE DANCE - 2nd & 4th Friday of every month
Starting @ 7pm. $10 admission.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  •  Full service bar  •  Live music by The Rock Bottom Band 
Playing all of your favorite country & southern rock tunes

MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

910-759-0571

Be sure 
to “LIKE” 

our Moore 
County 

Facebook 
page to 

see many 
photos!

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Mike Avery (704) 279-8076

Can ye play the pipes? Can ye play the drum?
Would you like to?

The Oasis Highlanders are recruiting new 
members and would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is the willingness to 
learn a rare skill. We also would like to have a 
drum major...Interested?

The Hillbilly Parade Unit had their Annual 
meeting and picnic Saturday, July 29th 
at Martha and Ellis Jones’ home on Lake 
Norman.  We had one our largest gatherings 
at this meeting, and also had a surprise 
75th Birthday party for Gary Patterson, 
Secretary of the Unit. We also had Chief 
Rabban John Burgess and his lovely wife, 
Charlotte, Desert Dust Editor Terry Cox and 
his lovely wife, Janice, and Potentates Aide 
Greg Key and his lovely wife Nancy. We had 
beautiful weather, fantastic food and drink, 
and a wonderful time to socialize with all 
of the Hillbilly cousins. Until next time, and 
remember to Honor The Cobb.

If interested in joining the Oasis Clan #13 parade unit, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!
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The “Beat on the Street” Learns About Bluegrass & Gospel
Has our Drum & Bugle Corps gone in a different direction after all 
these decades? No not at all. We try to end our stories reminding you 
that when the Hospitals win we all win. Though there’s always friendly 
competition between units & clubs, we’re always happy to learn of a 
successful fundraiser.

Thanks to our award winning Desert Dust staff for allowing us to stray 
away from our norm to share with you about a very successful Hospital 
fundraiser put on by the Cherryville Shrine Club. This story is about 
Bluegrass & Gospel music on the highest professional level. The only 
thing this music and ours have in common is that everyone loves partici-
pating and lots of money is raised for The Shriners Hospital for Children.

Cherryville Shrine Club members have been involved with many events 
in town over the years, but wanted to do more. They chose to put on 
a concert. Darin Aldridge, a member of Cherryville Lodge #505 & the 
Shrine Club, along with his wife Lady Brooke and members of their 
band agreed to be the headliner. Their band is enjoying wonderful suc-
cess professionally, touring all over the country. 

Darin was able to share about the concert with Country Music Hall 
of Fame Member Jimmy Fortune, formerly of the Statler Brothers.  He 
liked the idea and agreed to come do the show with them.  Turns out 
Jimmy had a story he wanted to share with everyone. The first concert, 
in the spring of 2016 was successful, but it was co-sponsored by a 
local group.  Learning much during the first year, it was decided to put 
on the concert again, but the 2017 show would be sponsored only by 
the Cherryville Shrine Club and that 100% of the proceeds would be 
donated to The Shriners Hospital for Children.

Darin & Brooke, their band, & Jimmy Fortune all came back for the 
2017 show and it was more successful.  Held in Starnes Auditorium, 
attendance grew to almost 600 for a show that lasted over 3 hours. In 
addition to ticket sales, sponsorships and donations were accepted 
from locals and local businesses. As of this typing, the club believes 
more than $10,000 was raised. There is hope that by the time all is 
said and done, the donation may be close to $11,000.  If it doesn’t 

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers We have 3 very cool antique 
firetrucks and parade annually at 
the Oasis ceremonials, Welcome 

Easter Parade, SASA fall 
convention in Myrtle Beach  and 
several Christmas parades. Very 

inexpensive to join, no vehicles to 
buy, uniform and brass is the only 
thing needed.  $15 annual dues.  

For info contact: Captain Darrell 
“Catfish”Hunt - 704-661-9064
or at Jdhunt3429@gmail.com

Meetings usually in the Gaston/
Mecklenburg area.  Family 

is always welcome and 
encouraged to attend meetings.Oasis Shrine Wagoneers are currently seeking new members.   

Oasis steel Drum BanD Got that island flair? 
Know your way ‘round those wild 

tropical shirts? 
then come join one of the 

most popular parade 
& entertainment units

- The Oasis sTeel 
Drum BanD!

call captain cody Gustafson 
704-498-5029

break the $11,000 mark this year, then perhaps that would be quite a 
goal to shoot for next year.  

Next year?  Yes, because of the way the concert has been supported, 
both in attendance and donations, everyone involved has already com-
mitted to a third concert in 2018. Oh, the story Jimmy Fortune tells? 
It turns out that his son Jimmy was born with spina bifida.  He shares 
about how Shriners offered help during a time of need and that being 
a part of the concert is a chance to give back.  

In closing, the Drum & Bugle Corps sends congratulations to our No-
ble Editor Terry Cox and everyone at The Desert Dust for winning the 
2017 Dromedary Award, Again!  See you at SASA in Myrtle Beach.
As always, we remind you …. “When the Hospitals win, we all win”!

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
•	 Meetings	the	2nd	Thurs.	of	the	month
•		 Annual	Keystone	Kop	Golf		Tournament
•		 SASA	and	Oasis	Installation	Trips
•		 Antique	Car	Show	Appearances
•  Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact Captain Don Deese for Information: 
704-578-8991		•		ddeese48@yahoo.com
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Harley, the Blind Therapy Dog, Lightens the Load for Kids at Shriners
By Liv Osby  www.greenvilleonline.com

As hard as the staff at Shriners Hospital for 
Children works to make life easier for their 
charges, waiting to see a doctor can be 
nerve-wracking, treatments can be painful 
and recovering from surgery can be hard.
But as soon as Harley rounds the corner, 
once glum and frightened faces beam. Tiny 
hands reach out to pet her. And there are 
giggles as she licks their cheeks.

Like any therapy dog, Harley can lighten the 
load of a debilitating condition.

But the yellow lab with the smiling face brings 
something special to the mix. She is blind.

And that creates a special bond between her 
and these kids in braces and wheelchairs.

“Oh my gosh, she’s the sweetest dog ever,” 
gushed Maryann Jarnagin after Harley visited 
her in her hospital bed, where she was rest-
ing from scoliosis surgery.

“It’s amazing that without any eyes she can 
do that,” said the 16-year-old Charleston girl. 
“It does show that no matter what, you can 
get through anything.”

Many Shriners patients are in isolation or on 
bed rest, making it difficult to interact with 
others, said child life specialist Elaine Hardin. 
That can mean focusing on what they can’t 
do instead of what they can do. But Harley al-
lows them to interact with someone else, and 
makes them realize that they don’t have to be 
absolutely perfect.

“They all feel like if she can do it, I can do 
it,” said Harley’s owner Rita Harrell. “She has 
overcome her obstacles and look how happy 
she is and here she is making us happy.
“So there’s hope for everybody.”

Blind overnight
It was about five years ago, when Harley was 
5, that she developed glaucoma, Harrell told 

The Greenville News. While dogs with the con-
dition usually lose their sight gradually, Harley 
was blind almost overnight and they have no 
idea why, she said. 

Because glaucoma is caused by a build-up of 
pressure inside the eye, it’s painful. They tried 
drops for a few months to relieve the pressure, 
but it kept increasing.

Finally, the vet said Harley’s eyes should be re-
moved. Harrell struggled with the idea of doing 
something so final in case a new treatment came 
along, but eventually relented.

“And when she came home after she had her 
eyes removed, she was like a puppy,” Harrell 
said, realizing that her pain was gone. “And ever 
since, she’s always been like this. Her tail’s al-
ways wagging. She’s happy all the time.

“That’s always a big thing people notice,” she 
added. “They’ll say, ‘She looks like she’s smiling 
all the time.’ ”

Harley adjusted to being blind in a couple of 
months. She knows where all the gates and 
fences are around the Harrell’s Fountain Inn 
farm. She knows the location of the blueberry 
bushes, the pear trees and the pond. And she 
can find her way around the house, often going 
in one door and out another.

Once, when Harrell’s husband was taking the 
dogs for a walk, Harley was so slow he told 
her to stay put and he’d get her on the way 
back. But when he returned, he found her 
sitting on the front porch. She’d just walked 
back by herself.

Harrell decided to go into pet therapy when 
she saw a spot about Paws2Care, a volun-
teer group for therapy dogs. She signed up, 
got the training with Harley, and began visit-
ing hospitals. Which is where her dog thrives 
most.

“Really young kids will say, ‘Why are her eyes 
closed? Is she going to open them? Can she 
see?’” Harrell said. “I say, ‘No, she’s blind. 
She doesn’t have any eyes.’ They just don’t 
get the concept that she does all these things 
with them and if she can’t see, how can she 
do all those things?”

‘Really happy’
Seven-year-old Brandon Noblitt from Trav-
elers Rest spends a lot of time at Shriners, 
which provides specialty orthopedic care for 
children regardless of ability to pay.

Last year, he caught a common cold, which 
led to acute flaccid myelitis, a rare condition 
that afflicts fewer than 100 people a year, his 
father, Brian, said. It left his right side para-
lyzed so he requires a wheelchair.

Harley, a yellow lab who lost her eyes to glaucoma, 
visits with Maya Lewis, 17, at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children in Greenville on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 

(Photo: LAUREN PETRACCA/Staff)

Rita Harrell pets her dog, Harley, as they visit 
children at Shriners Hospitals for Children in 

Greenville on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 
(Photo: LAUREN PETRACCA/Staff)

continued on page 7
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9th Annual

Golf & Shooting Package
$1500 per Team (4 Players)

1 Golf Team (4 People)
1 Shooting Team (4 People)

1 Hole Sponsor Sign
2 50/50 Tickets per Player

2 Tickets per Player 
for Drawing

Lunch & Dinner for 4

Caine’s Bulldog Sponsorship
$2,500 

Company Logo Displayed on the 
Tournament Gift Towel

Complementary All Inclusive Foursome

Caine’s Panther Sponsorship
$3,500 

Company logo on Tournament Banner
Company Logo Displayed on the 

Tournament Gift Towel
Company Name on Plaque

Two Complementary All Inclusive Foursomes

Wednesday, 
September 13

With your help to date we have donated over 
$190,000 to Shriners Hospitals for Children!

Shooting Only Package
@ The Fork Farm

8:00AM
$1000 per Team

1 Team Shooting (4 Players)
1 Hole Sponsor Sign

2 50/50 Tickets per Player
2 Tickets per Player 

for Drawing
Lunch for 4

Golf Only
@ The Tillery Tradition CC

12:30PM
$1000 per Team

1 Team Golfing (4 Players)
1 Hole Sponsor Sign

2 50/50 Tickets per Player
2 Tickets per Player 

for Drawing
Lunch & Dinner for 4

To register please contact Anna Yates Lipcsak
email: ayrussell@jtrussellandsons.com or 704-796-0547

I look forward to seeing everyone and making another SUCCESSFUL tournament!

2017

Brandon’s favorite day at the hospital is when the therapy dogs are there.

“She’s a sweet dog,” said Brandon, petting the pup and acknowledging 
that he’d never seen a blind therapy dog before.

“It’s cool, but it’s sad,” he said. “She’s really happy though. And she has a 
super good sense of smell.”

Indeed, during a visit last week Harley sniffed out a single Cheerio dropped 
by another therapy dog owner, as well as the receptionist’s lunch box, 
which hid a bacon sandwich.

“Dogs have a special energy and just make you feel better,” said Maya 
Lewis, a 17-year-old from Chapel Hill recovering from scoliosis surgery 
who has raised a service dog.

“She’s super cute,” she said, smiling as she rubbed Harley’s ears. “Thera-
py dogs are just as important as service ones.”

Little 1-year-old Peyton Gillespie couldn’t get enough of Harley, toddling 
after her as she left his exam room.

Even the staff is as happy to see her as the children are.

“Hey Harley,” said one nurse, kneeling down to give the pooch a hug.  
“I need some therapy.”

Filling a space
Research shows that petting or playing with dogs lowers blood pressure, 
heart rate and reduces anxiety, Hardin said. And therapy dogs in general 
quickly adapt to patient’s needs, whether it’s just laying on the bed with a 
sick child or doing a trick. 

“They have a way of finding people who need them and filling a space you 
didn’t even know you had,” she said. “Harley may be blind but she can do 
pretty much anything any therapy dog can do.”

She motivates the kids as well.

“Sometimes there will be a kid who doesn’t want to walk, they’re in physi-
cal therapy and they’re sore and fearful,” Hardin said. “But if you put Harley 
10 feet away from that child, and tell them they can pet her, there’s not 
even a question of whether they’re going to walk or not. “They forget about 
that. They just want to pet the dog.”

Having dogs at the hospital also normalizes the environment for children, 
especially those who must be there a lot, she said.

Harley’s been a therapy dog for about three years. And Harrell, who works 
full-time, says it’s as much of a treat for her as it is for Harley.

“It’s real rewarding when I see little kids and how happy they are,” she said, 
giving Harley a good scratch.

“It’s fun to be able to share her with other people. She’s such a good dog.”

Harley, the Blind Therapy Dog continued from page 6 Maryann Jarnagin, 16, gets 
a visit from Harley, a yellow 

lab who lost her eyes to 
glaucoma, at Shriners Hospitals 

for Children in Greenville 
on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 
Jarnagin was in the hospital 

recovering from scoliosis 
surgery. (Photo: LAUREN 

PETRACCA/Staff)

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org or call 336-707-6588 for information.

Fourth Tuesday of the Month
• Monthly Meeting
  (Families & Guests Welcome)
• Program with meal & fellowship
• Doors open at 6pm with social time
• Dinner with program/entertainment
  at 7pm

Second Friday of the 
Month - Grill Night
Members & Guests
Grill opens at 5:30pm to 8pm

510 Gate City Boulevard (Formerly High Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407  •  336-299-5901

Rent The Shrine Club - Weddings, parties, dances & more!
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44tH AnnUAL SOUTH ATLANTIC 
SHRINE ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 13TH - 17TH, 2017  
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

WEDNESDAy, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017    
12:00pm -  Registration Open (Onsite Doubletree Beach
6:00pm registration only, through Resort Marketplace 
 SASA. Oasis Pre-registered  (1st fl Convention Hall)
 parading nobles & divan 
 pickup will be announced along 
 with Oasis Schedule)  
  
THURSDAy, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017    
8:30 am SASA Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
9:00am - 5:00pm Registration Open Doubletree Beach Resort
 (Onsite registration only,  Marketplace
 through SASA. Oasis  (1st fl Convention Hall)
 Pre-registered parading 
 nobles & divan pickup will 
 be announced along with 
 Oasis Schedule)                    
9:00am - 6:00pm         Market Place Open Doubletree Beach Resort  
  Convention Hall - 1st Floor
9:00am - 9:30am Welfare & Advisory Meeting  Osprey Room
 (Recorders, Past President’s,  Live Oaks Building
 SASA Officers, Imperial)     1st Floor
10:00am - 10:30am Memorial Service (All Nobles  Doubletree Beach Resort
 & Ladies Encouraged to Attend) Convention Hall - 3rd Floor
11:00am -  Business Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
until completed                                                Convention Hall- 3rd floor
Directly following  Parade Marshal’s Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
above event (following SASA Business  Convention Hall- 3rd floor
 meeting) 
4:00pm - until SASA Hospitality Room Osprey Room Live Oaks 
  Building 1st floor
     

Nobles and Ladies: You will note the schedule for the Fall SASA Event. Please 
note that Oasis Shrine will not be headquartered at Spring Maid Resort, but will be 
at the Doubletree Inn, 3200 S. Ocean Blvd. Please make note of the instructions 
in the schedule. Tickets are required to take advantage of the food and drink at the 
Beach Blast on Saturday evening. Contact Oasis Shrine to get your tickets and 
reservations. Don’t miss out on this fun evening. 

2017 SASA tEntAtIvE SCHEDULE

Fri., Sept. 15 • 8 AM
River Oaks Golf Plantation,
831 River Oaks Dr.

Sat., Sept. 16 • 9 AM

Shrine Parade route 
starts:
12th Ave S. Ocean Blvd.
ends:
29th Ave S. Ocean Blvd.

GOLF OUTING

PARADE

LUAU-BEACH BASH 2017
“CAROLINA BEACH MUSIC CONCERT”

Sat., Sept. 16 • 5 PM
3072 S. Ocean Blvd.
(Between DoubleTree Resort by Hilton and Damon’s)

2017 SOUTH ATLANTIC SHRINE ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS
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FRIDAy, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017    
7:30am - 9:30am Director’s Staff Association  TBA
 Breakfast 
8:00am SASA Golf Tournament River Oaks Golf Plantation 
  (see brochure for 
  registration info)
8:30am Shrine Motor Corps Competition Tire Town- Parking Lot 
  3454 Waccamaw Blvd., 
  Myrtle Beach
8:30am Band Association Festival TBA
9:00am Clown Association Competition Sea Mist Convention Center
9:00am - 5:00pm Registration Open (Onsite  Doubletree Beach Resort
 registration only, through  Marketplace
 SASA. Oasis Pre-registered  (1st fl Convention Hall)
 parading nobles & divan 
 pickup will be announced along 
 with Oasis Schedule)    
9:00am - 6:00pm Market Place Open Doubletree Beach Resort 
  Convention Hall- 1st Floor
10:00am - 3:30pm Ladies Day Outing Duplin Winery and Barefoot 
  Landing - ticket required
3:00pm - 5:00pm SASA Hospitality Room Osprey Room - Live Oaks 
  Building 1st floor 
7:00pm - Until SASA Hospitality Room Osprey Room- Live Oaks 
  Building 1st Floor
  
SATURDAy, SEPTEMBER 16, 2017    
8:30am Parade Line-up - all nobles in  See website for Temple
 parade must have registration  Assignments
 nametag 
9:00am - 3:00pm         Market Place Open Doubletree Beach Resort, 
  Convention Hall - 1st Floor
9:00am Parade Step-up    See Website for Route
5:30pm -  Beach Luau Picnic  Lot adjacent to Doubletree
until completion (Registration Badge/Arm  Beach Resort/
 Band Required) SpringMaid Dr
  Food and Music Band TBA
7:00pm Parade Award Presentations Luau Event location
Directly following  SASA Officers’ Installation Luau Event Location
Awards  
     
SUNDAy, SEPTEMBER 17, 2017    
Safe travels home    

2017 SASA tEntAtIvE SCHEDULE (COntInUED)

WEDNESDAy, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017    
12:00pm -  Registration Open (Onsite Doubletree Beach
6:00pm registration only, through Resort Marketplace 
 SASA. Oasis Pre-registered  (1st fl Convention Hall)
 parading nobles & divan 
 pickup will be announced along 
 with Oasis Schedule)  
  
THURSDAy, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017    
8:30 am SASA Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
9:00am - 5:00pm Registration Open Doubletree Beach Resort
 (Onsite registration only,  Marketplace
 through SASA. Oasis  (1st fl Convention Hall)
 Pre-registered parading 
 nobles & divan pickup will 
 be announced along with 
 Oasis Schedule)                    
9:00am - 6:00pm         Market Place Open Doubletree Beach Resort  
  Convention Hall - 1st Floor
9:00am - 9:30am Welfare & Advisory Meeting  Osprey Room
 (Recorders, Past President’s,  Live Oaks Building
 SASA Officers, Imperial)     1st Floor
10:00am - 10:30am Memorial Service (All Nobles  Doubletree Beach Resort
 & Ladies Encouraged to Attend) Convention Hall - 3rd Floor
11:00am -  Business Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
until completed                                                Convention Hall- 3rd floor
Directly following  Parade Marshal’s Meeting Doubletree Beach Resort
above event (following SASA Business  Convention Hall- 3rd floor
 meeting) 
4:00pm - until SASA Hospitality Room Osprey Room Live Oaks 
  Building 1st floor
     

2017 SOUTH ATLANTIC SHRINE ASSOCIATION 
LUAU-BEACH BASH

SAT., SEPT. 16 • 5 P.M.
3072 S. Ocean Blvd.

(Between DoubleTree Resort and Damon’s)

VISIT THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL 
CHILDREN MOBILE TRAILER AND 
SEE HOW WE HELP CHILDREN 
WITH MEDICAL NEEDS

EVENT SCHEDULE:

5-7pm DJ Rich

7-8:30pm The TONEZ

8:30-9:30pm Awards Presentation

9:30-11pm The TONEZ

Open free to the public, bring your 

beach blanket, folding chairs and 

coolers welcome.
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If you are a lady related by birth or marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter of 
the Nile, you are eligible to become a member of this growing organization committed to 
supporting the important work of Shriners Hospitals for Children. For more information on 
this dedicated fraternal order for women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or  
Betty Parker, PQ at (704) 654-7108 or email her at latona154char@gmail.com

Latona Temple # 154 Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter on behalf of Alice Weathers and myself, 
Angela Harrington..  We are working in conjunction with the 
Shriners Hospital for Children in Greenville to host a fundraiser 
on September 9, 2017.  Our benefit is called Music for the Kids.  
Our goal is to raise money to purchase musical instruments for 
the children at the Greenville Hospital.  

We will be hosting an event at the Mecklenburg Shrine Club to 
raise the funds needed to purchase the instruments.  We will 
have live entertainment and plenty of fun and fellowship for 
those who are able to attend.  In order to make this as success-
ful as possible, we are asking local companies to help us.  We are 
in need of items that we can “auction off”.  ALL PROCEEDS that 
are raised at this event will be used solely to purchase instru-
ments. If we have any proceeds left after the instrument pur-
chase, it will be presented directly to the Shriners Hospital for 
Children in Greenville.  

If you have any items you can donate (gift cards, merchandise, 
cash contributions etc.), it would be greatly appreciated.  If you 
have any questions regarding our benefit, please don’t hesitate 
to call either Alice or myself.  Thank you for your time and I truly 
hope you can help us with this amazing group of children!

Sincerely,  
Angela Harrington - 704-701-7170
Alice Weathers - 704-614-6006

GREENVILLE

is AvAilAble!

PayPal is available to pay the following:
Annual Dues  •  Initiation Fees  •  Mom & Dad Program  •  Ladies Tickets

Just go to the Oasis Shriners website, 
(http://www.oasisshriners.org/MEMBERSHIP.htm)  

click on Membership and you will see the PayPal link pictured 
to the right. You don’t need a PayPal account to use this 

new payment method.
Questions, please contact the 

Temple at 704-549-9600.

Red Fez Shrine Club - More than just your local Shrine Club.

16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 fezonlake@bellsouth.net

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

Mountaineer Shrine Club Hillbilly Day 
The Mountaineer Shrine club will host The first annual 
MOUNTAINEER SHRINE HILLBILLY DAY.  There will be a 
Hillbilly Degree on Saturday October the 21st in Bakersville, NC 
on a beautiful property located at the foot of Roan Mountain.   
This promises to be a beautiful and memorable degree as this 
is the time of the year that the leaves are at their peak changing 
as well as Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves is scheduled to be there... 
Lunch will be served at 12 noon at a cost of $5.00 immediately 
followed by the Hillbilly Degree, Turtle Degree, Tar heel Degree, 
& Fle Degree as well as the opportunity to meet Leroy PLEASE 
bring your Lady, Daughter, Mother, and Sister for the world 
famous WOMENS HILLBILLY DEGREE!!! 

Where: 3818 Fork Mtn., Rd. Bakersville, NC 28705
When: October 21, 2017
Time: 12 Noon
Please Contact:    Terry Conner @ (704) 466-5670 or   
          Terry.Conner@Live.com
Lunch @ Noon $5.00
Men’s Degree $40.00
Ladies Degree $15.00
Tarheel Degree $25.00

WE PLAY FOR THE CHILDREN
YOU DO NOT NEED TO KNOW HOW TO PLAY

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN LARRY  

GREGORY 
AT 

336-272-4011 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

COME JOIN THE OASIS ORIENTAL BAND
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Special Discounts 
for Shriners

TELEMARKETING 
FOR OASIS CIRCUS

This is to inform the Nobility that we 
have contracted with Etsell, Inc (Shrine 
Services) to handle the telemarketing 
for our circus again this year. The 
telemarketers will start in April and 
we have sent them an updated listing 
of Oasis Nobles and their telephone 
numbers so they would not call our 
members. If you have multiple telephone 
lines or run a business, then you may 
be called by the telemarketers. If you do 
receive a call, politely inform the caller 
that you are an Oasis Member and that 
you will be contributing through our 
Circus Mom & Dads Program which is 
for Oasis Shriners and their family.

We have had several people contact 
local Shriners to see if this is a legitimate 
operation. This is very much supported 
by Oasis and was approved at the stated 
membership meeting at the beginning 
of the year. If you are asked about this, 
please let the interested party know 
that this is an Oasis Fundraiser and 
that Etsell (Shrine Services) sends 
runners out to collect the contributions 
from participants after they agree to  
contribute to  the circus project.

If you have questions, please contact 
Noble Rodney Morgan at (704) 985-
5253. If you need to leave a message 
we will get back in touch with you.

Shrine Trailer 
Travels for you

Noble Jim is ready and willing to bring the trailer to your 
location, with advance notice.  He can be reached at 
704-534-2906, or by email at jrorie@bellsouth.net.  

We’ve hidden 
Illustrious Sir 

Mike neaves in 
this edition of 

the Desert Dust! 
CAn yOU 

fInD HIM?
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Whether it’s Buying OR Selling...
Call Toleah for all of your Real Estate needs!

Serving Iredell, Mecklenburg, Catawba, Lincoln, 
Cabarrus, Union, Stanly, Rowan and all 

surrounding counties.

Toleah Poplin
Broker, REALTOR®

704.400.4044 Direct
310 S Main Street • Davidson, NC

Alan W. “Al” Madsen, Past Imperial 
Potentate of Shriners International, 
and Lady Jan Madsen Are Proud 
to Support Toleah Poplin as their 

personal REALTOR®

Nobles, the Legion of Honor Club has been formed! Here is a list of your current officers.

President Noble Jim Glen J-Glen@att.net 704-379-9217
1st Vice Noble David Johnson dtcarolina@wilkes.net 336-467-0107
2nd Vice Noble Don Greene donsgreene84@gmail.com 828-226-6069
Treasurer Noble Dick Weinberg hedjoff@ix.netcom.com 941-735-9426
Secretary Noble Eddie Wrenn chev1995@hotmail.com 704-579-8149
Chaplin Noble Dick Gardner  dpgard32@att.net 704-918-3399

LeGiON OF 
HONOR CLuB

The Oasis Legion 
of Honor now has 
a Facebook page! 

Search Oasis 
Shriners Legion 

of Honor.If you or know of someone who would like to become a member of this 
new club please contact any of the Nobles above.

Shriners on Bikes Shriners on Bikes 
met in early 
November 2014. 
The SOB’s were 
recharter as a 
riding club vs a 
motorcycle club. 
Our purpose is 
for Shriners with 
motorcycles to 
come together ride and have fun while supporting 
other clubs in units when possible. We will meet 
quarterly and weather permitting ride. There will be 
other rides scheduled based on the interests of the 
Riding Club. if you own a motorcycle and want to 
ride and have fun with other shriners contact one 
of our Officers. 

President - trent Oates 704-412-0120

Vice President - steve trites 704-517-2876 

secretary - Gary taylor 704-507-3693

treasurer - tim Morgan 704-634-8476 

serGeant at arMs - Kenneth abernathy 

rOad caPtain - Joey Ham

Miss South Carolina Runner-up Credits Shriners for Healing Her
By Liv Osby   www.greenvilleonline.com

After surgery to correct her scoliosis, Sydney Sill wasn’t sure what 
she’d be able to do.

Titanium rods fused her spine and doctors told her not to participate 
in any physical activity for a year, which was tough for such an active 
pre-teen.

“That was hard,” she told The Greenville News. “I was 12 and I wanted 
to be a cheerleader in middle school, but I couldn’t.”

Once that year was over, though, Sill, now 21, was able to return to 
dancing, hiking, cheerleading and other activities she enjoys.

This past June, the Duncan woman even became first runner up in the 
Miss South Carolina pageant.

And she credits Shriners Hospital for Children in Greenville for her 
restored health. “I’m able to live a normal life,” she says. “I can never 
repay the Shriners Hospital for what they did, not only in healing me, 
but in giving me this platform where I can inspire other people.”

Pain and deformity
Scoliosis is a curvature of the spine that can lead to life-long pain and 
deformity, according to Shiners, which provides specialty orthopedic 
care for children regardless of ability to pay. At its worst, it can prevent 
lungs from developing normally and makes breathing difficult.

Because the condition, which afflicts as many as 9 million people in the 
United States, is not initially obvious, children may not be diagnosed 
until the curvature is severe, the hospital reports.

Sill, a senior at Clemson University studying communications and non-
continued on page 13

Sydney Sill, left, who 
was the runner-up in this 
years Miss SC pageant 
and who also suffered 
from scoliosis when 

she was younger, talks 
Emilie Mullinax, who is 
recovering from surgery 
to correct her scoliosis, 
at the Shriners Hospital 
in Greenville on Friday, 

August 10, 2017.
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profit leadership, was diagnosed at age 7. At that point, her spine was 
curved 28 degrees.

She spent the next four years in an uncomfortable back brace in an at-
tempt to prevent it from getting worse. But it progressed to 36 degrees 
and then to 54 degrees when she hit a growth spurt in 2007.

“I would get winded when I ran up the stairs because my rib cage was 
compressing my lungs,” she said. “That’s why I had to have an operation.”

The spinal fusion surgery was done two days after her 12th birthday.
Sill is able to live a normal life — except for jumping on trampolines, she 
quips. And she’s learned to adjust to her limited spinal flexibility.

Overcoming obstacles
“Most people think that when you have fusion, it makes you straight 
again and normal like any other person,” she said. “But they can only 
correct to about half of what the degree was. Mine is about 32 de-

grees now.”

In 2012, Sill won the Miss South Carolina Teen contest, tap dancing 
for the talent portion and using as her platform, “If you can believe it 
you can achieve it — Overcoming life’s obstacles.”

For the Miss South Carolina pageant this year, she tweaked her plat-
form a little to “I’m possible — perseverance into possibilities.”

“I want to help other children through whatever obstacle, whether it’s 
being a patient in a hospital or having a bad home life,” she said. “And 
let them know that if you persevere and have determination, you can 
overcome it.”

She still has a special place in her heart for Shriners. She’s done vol-
unteer work there, comforting other children undergoing surgery. And 
she’s looking forward to an upcoming internship at the hospital as well.
“I’m doing really well now,” she said. “They really changed my life.”

Miss South Carolina Runner-up continued from page 12
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www.shrinershq.org

www.twitter.com/shriners

www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

If you have not signed up for 
Shriners Village, do so today.

Shriners Village is a website designed to 
keep members of Shrine International up to 

date on all aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village and follow 
the instructions.  So easy, even a Shriner 

can do it.

A South Carolina chapter 
of “Caps for Kids” visited 

Shriners Hospital for 
Children in Greenville, 
SC, delivering caps

 to the patients.  
The members, Navy 

Veterans, presented each 
child with a Certificate 
making them Honorary 

Submariners.

Caps for Kids

Like us on 
Facebook 
 facebook.com/  
   SHCGreenville
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CAPT. NOBLE SHEA FADEL, PC 
CHARLOTTE – 704/309-5396

LT. NOBLE DOUG TEAGUE, PC
TAYLORSVILLE – 828/381-8415

SEC. NOBLE JOHN ELDER, PC PP
HIGH POINT – 336/687-8139

NOBLE ALLEN JONES, PC
 THOMASVILLE – 336/313-0346

The OaSiS Temple 
Band

DiD yoU PlAy iN A HiGH SCHool BAND oR CollEGE BAND?  
iF So wE NEED yoU!

Marina was born with STING-associated 
vasculopathy with onset in infancy. When 
the missionary first held the baby in a 
Ukraine orphanage, she was told not 
to get too attached. “She’s not going 
to make it,” a worker said. But Marina, 
who was born with a rare auto-immune 
condition, not only survived but thrives as 
a middle schooler, thanks to her parents’ 
love and expert medical care.

Prosthetic legs from Shriners Hospitals 
for Children in Boston and Tampa have 
allowed Marina to walk, dance and 
be tall enough for all the rides at Walt 
Disney World.

Florida Girl with Rare Auto-
Immune Condition Now 
Walks With Pride And Hope

Join A 
Winning Team

NASCARTS

Captain George Hunsucker - Phone Number: 336-451-6250 
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For more information, contact don lyerly
704-213-6775  •  donlyer@aol.com

$12
At the door $13   Public is Welcome

Children
5-10 yrs. - $6

Proceeds Go To The Building Fund
Not Tax Deductible

Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or are 

interested in the old classics come 
join us for some fun and fellowship

Captain: Thomas M. Sumpter

1st Lieutenant: David Stillman

2nd Lieutenant: Steve Peeler 

Treasurer: Pat Stanley

We meet the 2nd Sunday of each quarter
3 pm - Lone Star Restaurant

700 Sullivan Rd. Statesville, NC

The Pfeiffer University Athletic Department has announced that 
Terrence Baxter (basketball), Rick Blackwood (baseball), Eliot 
Campbell (tennis), Mike Downs (baseball/basketball), Shannon 
Reid (basketball) and the 2004 baseball team have been elected 
as the 2017 Pfeiffer Sports Hall of Fame class. 

The new inductees will be honored at the Sports Hall of Fame 
Banquet on Sept. 23 in Merner Gymnasium. Pfeiffer will also 
retire the women’s basketball jersey of Hall of Famer Nancy 
Scoggins Janas that evening.

“We are delighted to welcome these athletes to the Pfeiffer 
Sports Hall of Fame,” Vice President for Athletics Bob Reasso 
said. “They are some of the finest athletes to ever play here and 
their places in the Hall of Fame are well deserved. It will be a 
great evening.”
 
On the hardwood, Downs played in 105 career games for 
the Falcons and scored 946 career points. Downs ranks third 
in program history with 260 career steals and his 409 career 
assists rank him sixth. Downs added 4.4 rebounds per game 
over his four years and was one of the most versatile players in 
team history.

Adding to his versatility, Downs hit and pitched for the Falcons 
for three years on the diamond. As a senior, Downs posted 
a .422 batting average and crushed seven home runs. In 92 
career games, Downs drove in 84 runs and hit .304 with 19 
homeruns. As a pitcher, Downs owned a 7-3  record and a 2.73 
earned runs average and tossed complete games in 10 of his 
11 career starts.

Illustrious Sir Mike served as Potentate of Oasis Shrine in 2009.

Illustrious Sir Mike Downs Inducted 
Into the Pfiffer University Sports Hall 

of Fame Class of 2017

Keystone Kops “Hot Summer Nites Cruise-in”

Captain “Jack” Stallings 704-609-0535

Jumping hurdles for Children

oAsis 
dune 
CATs

Join the fun every Wednesday night
April through September 6:00 – 8:30 p.m

Historic Downtown Belmont on Glenway St.
(between Glenway Premium Pub and Friends Restaurant)
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Doc Phifer   •   803-675-7705   •   phifers@comporium.net

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

- Mt. Mitchell Shrine club -

Our Shrine club is committed to community 
service and supporting the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. We host the famous Fall Pecan Sale, 
and participate in the annual Paper Crusade, 
car shows, parades and many other high profile 
events to benefit our children. Our annual dues 
are $20. Call for more information!

Meets First Thursday of every month, centrally located in McDowell County
Contact: Noble Secretary Jack wood 828-925-9663

Psalm 133 says it all!  “How very good and pleasant it is when broth-
ers (and sisters) dwell together in unity!” And, not unlike it, the author 
of Proverbs writes in Chapter 18:

“Some friends play at friendship, 
But a true friend sticks closer than one’s nearest kin”.

Recently we read in an issue of a retirement home newsletter:  “Friends 
sustain us when we are down, comfort us when we are sad, and offer 
counsel when we are confused.”

We need each other.  We are made to be in community, to need one 
another, and we are encouraged to be a ‘team player’; however, in our 
society today our heroes seem to be the Lone Rangers of the World, 
the Most Valuable Players, and the individuals.  

We wonder if the poet was thinking of Churches, of Lodges, of Clubs 
and Units when he wrote:  No man is an island; No one stands alone; 
each man’s joy is a joy to me, each man’s grief is my own. 

When times are hard and life gets us down when we are active in 
our churches, Clubs and Units, we are not alone; we have each other. 
When sadness and grief are overwhelming, we are not alone; we have 
each other. 

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers [and sisters] live together 
in unity.” Thank God, we are not alone.

Chaplain’s Corner

“To Have a Friend, Be One!”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners. He is Chaplain, 
McLean Funeral Directors (Gastonia), and Minister of Visitation of First 
Presbyterian, Gastonia. He currently serves as Assistant Imperial Chaplain 
of Shriners International. He can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com.  

LEXINGTON SHRINE CLUB 

ANNUAL SMOKED TURKEY  
BREAST FUNDRAISER

WHERE : LEXINGTON MEMORIAL LODGE 473
 468 CENTRAL AVE. LEXINGTON, NC

WHEN : NOV. 23, 2017, THANKSGIVING MORNING      
WHAT : 8-10 LB. SMOKED TURKEY BREAST

TICKETS $45.00 PRE-ORDER

For info. call 336-240-7796, 336-250-8930, 336-309-1327             
PLEASE leave message and number if no answer.

TO BENEFIT 
SHRINERS 

CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL   

PICK-UP : 
BEFORE 9AM 

THANKSGIVING 
MORNING         

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT
Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Gary D. Handy, Captain: (336) 416-1323
Noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary: (704) 223-1531
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3RD MONDAY 
of the MONTH

6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S
HWY 150 

MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, 

PC, President 
336-996-8712

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB

Social - 6:30 PM
Meal - 7:00 PM
Meeting - 7:30 PM

What:    Monthly	Club	Meeting
When:    2nd	Wednesday	of	
	 each	month
	 Social	-	6:30	PM
	 Meal	-	7:00	PM
	 Meeting	-	7:30	PM
Where:  505	Pinkney	Road	
	 Dallas,	NC	28034

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com

“No man ever stood so tall as when he stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

Register today for the 20th Annual Vintage Tin Car Show hosted by the Vintage Tin Street Rod Association at the beautiful 
Rumbling Bald Resort in Lake Lure, NC. Show is open to owners of cars and trucks 30 years old or older. Early registration - $15 

(Now - 9/15/17), Day of Show - $20 (10/7/17 8:00am - 12:00pm). All proceeds benefit Shriners Children’s Hospital.
Overnight lodging is available. Call 828.694.3000 for information. 

Cars with trailers please call ahead to make arrangements.
For more information on registration or Association Membership please call 828.289.9607.

Pre-Registration Form (*Required information)
*Name ____________________________________________ Email __________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________ *Phone _________________________________________
               ___________________________________________ Cell ____________________________________________
*Car Make ________________________________________ *Model _________________________________________

Please mail complete pre-registration form with $15 payment to:
Vintage Tin Street Rod Association, 229 Cabin Lake Drive, Bostic, NC 28018 Visit online at RumblingBald.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7th, 2017  |  8AM - 4PM 
RAIN DATE OCTOBER 14TH, 2017  I  RUMBLING BALD RESORT ON LAKE LURE, NC

Free Spectator 
Admission!
Free Parking!
Free Wi-Fi!
Great Food and 
Entertainment!
Beautiful Resort 
Location!

AWARDS
• Cash Giveaways 
• Specialty Awards 
• 35 Top Picks
• Best of Show

Rescued ‘Spirit’ Child Gets Life-
Changing Surgery in Greenville

GREENVILLE, S.C. (WSPA) - A child 
from Ghana took a big step this week 
in his recovery at Shriners Hospital for 
Children in Greenville.

The hospital tells us Savior is an orphan 
from Ghana who was rescued by the 
non-profit, Sister Stan’s Children. And 
we’re told, his giant smile in the picture 
is standard, despite his incredible story.
Spokeswoman Trana Pittam tells us, 
Savior’s American sponsors hope to 
use his story as a way to make more 
people aware of the group they say 
saved his life.

According to the website, Sister Stan’s Children is based out of 
Nashville, Tennessee, but is working to build and operate an or-
phanage to care for rejected “spirit children” in Northern Ghana. 
It’s a commonly held belief there that twins, and children born 
with a physical deformity or disability are bad omens. The charity 
website says those children are traditionally killed.

Pittam says Savior has been a patient at the Shriners Hospital in 
Greenville all this week for intense physical therapy after surgery.

And this week, he stood up for the first time.

We’re told, Savior’s American hosts hope his story educates peo-
ple about Sister Stan’s Children and the care offered at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

REPRINTED FROM www.wSPA.COM.

Savior, orphan from 
Ghana. Picture 

courtesy of Shriners 
Hospital for Children.

ATTENTION: SCOTTISH RITE MASONS Living in the jurisdiction of 
Western North Carolina Valley of Franklin Lodge of Perfection
You are invited to attend our monthly meetings of the Scottish Rite

Junaluskee Lodge, 50 Church Street, Franklin, NC
Second Monday of each Month, 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Lodge

Current Dues Card required for admission
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Oasis First Ceremonial Master Tim Daniels recently presented a 50 
Year Veterans Certificate to Noble and Retired North Carolina Senator 
David Hoyle of Dallas, NC. Assisting in the presentation were Noble 

Tim Farris and Sheriff of Gaston County Noble Alan Cloninger.
Pictured L-R: Noble Tim Farris, Noble Tim Daniels, 

Noble David Hoyle, and Noble Alan Cloninger.

Dear Nobles, 
  
Shriners Hospitals for Children® has 
launched a new health and wellness 
program to highlight the importance of 
regular scoliosis screening and to posi-
tion us as a leader in scoliosis care. The 
program encourages parents to make a spine check part of their annual 
back to school routine and to contact Shriners Hospitals for Children if 
their child needs our care.   

Under the leadership of Amer Samdani, M.D., chief of surgery for Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia, a team of doctors, developers 
and parents joined forces to create a new app called SpineScreen to 
check for possible signs of scoliosis. This informative and easy to use 
app allows parents to perform a preliminary spine check on their child in 
the comfort of their own home. We encourage you to download Spine-
Screen for free on the App Store or Google Play and try it today. 

Please help us increase awareness about scoliosis by sharing the  
SpineScreen app. For more information about this new program, please 
visit shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/scoliosis.  

Yours in the faith, Gary J. Bergenske, Imperial Potentate

New Scoliosis Program Launched

PAYMENT PROCESSING FOR A CAUSE
Join NASCAR driver, David Ragan in raising funds 

for the Shriners kids. Processing with CashBack will 
lower your rates and will donate to the kids with 

every credit card transaction.

Call 888-442-3939
www.cashbackcorp.com/shriners

get more information and a free quote
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STEAK 
DINNER 

FUNDRAISER 
FOR 

SHRINERS 
CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL

NIGHT OUT FOR THE 
CHILDREN

Oasis Young Shriners Club
BrANDoN PeNLey - PreSIDeNT

THoMAS SUMPTer - VICe PreSIDeNT

roBBy SAye - SeCreTAry/TreASUrer

We now have Oasis Young Shriners Club bracelets free with membership or for donation.

If you are under forty and 
interested in joining - Contact 

oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

A Message from your Imperial Potentate
Dear Fellow Nobles,  

First and foremost, Lady Anne and I would like to thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts for the trust you have placed in us for the coming year. 
We are both incredibly eager and excited about our new roles, and look 
forward to meeting many of you and working with you throughout this 
Imperial Year.   

Serving as your Imperial Potentate is certainly an honor and a privilege, 
and I am grateful for the opportunity bestowed upon me to lead the great-

est fraternity on earth, and help guide us into the future. I promise each of 
you that I will spend every single day working to strengthen both Shriners 
International and our beloved philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren®. I do not take this tremendous responsibility lightly, and will person-
ally do everything I can to help ensure that our rich history of brotherhood, 
fellowship and service to others continues for many years to come.     

As we all know, Shriners International is an important and one-of-a-kind 
organization that makes a significant difference in lives and communities 
around the globe. I am proud to be a part of such an incredible organiza-
tion that does so much good, and to be able to call so many outstanding, 
dedicated men my brothers. Throughout this new Imperial Year, let us all 

work together to continue this tradition of making the 
world a better place, and commit to doing absolutely 
everything we can to ensure the success our amazing 
fraternity. The time is now, and our future depends on 
it. Thank you for everything you do for Shriners Inter-
national and Shriners Hospitals for Children.  

Yours in the faith, 
Gary J. Bergenske
Imperial Potentate
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News Worth Sharing from Lexington Shriners Medical Center

Mehta Casting Provides Potential Full 
Correction for Scoliosis Patients 

Infantile scoliosis patients live a full life 
with their body armor

Infantile scoliosis is classically defined 
as scoliosis that is first diagnosed be-
tween birth and 3 years of age. Scoliosis 
is a condition of the spine which causes 
the spine to grow in a curved fashion 
rather than straight. Infantile scoliosis 
is diagnosed in about one percent of all 
scoliosis cases in children living in the 
United States. Sixty percent of those pa-
tients are males. 

Children with a hunched back should contact a pediatric orthopaedic 
surgeon for evaluation. The physician will gather a thorough history, 
perform a physical examination and obtain images to confirm the di-
agnosis and assess its severity. Early diagnosis is the key to taking 
important first steps in providing treatment that may prevent more seri-
ous problems. 

“At the Lexington Shriners Medical Center we believe that infantile sco-
liosis, depending on the progression of the spinal curve, is best treated 
with Mehta casting as it can prevent surgery, expand the child’s growth 
and prolong their life,” said Ryan Muchow, M.D., pediatric orthopaedic 
surgeon at Shriners Hospitals for Children Medical Center — Lexington. 

British Orthopaedic Surgeon Min H. Mehta, M.D., F.R.C.S., introduced 
the Mehta casting technique in the 1960s. Research showed that a 
child’s growth, guided by the casting, allowed the curved spine to grow 
straight. During the first few years of a child’s life, their body grows at 
an extremely rapid rate. The Mehta casting technique acts as a correc-
tive force to the child’s swift growth, creating the possibility that the 
young spine will grow straight three-dimensionally. Mehta casting is 
a specialized series of plaster casts, applied under anesthesia every 
eight weeks, that gently untwists the spinal curve, until the curve mea-
sures under a 10-degree angle. 

“Most patients experience full correction,” said Muchow. “Through this 
innovative pediatric method, we are able to instill confidence from the 
beginning of a child’s life and teach patients that there are no limits to 
what they can do.” 

Jaxson, a 2-year-old patient at the Lexington Shriners Medical Center, 
recently received his fourth Mehta cast. Casting is changed every two 

months over a one to one-and-a-half year period. 

“Jaxon enjoys camping, hiking and playing with his friends and family,” 
said Kristy Felty, mother to Jaxon. The Felty family brought Jaxon to the 
Lexington Shriners Medical Center shortly after birth, upon noticing his 
hunched back. Due to Jaxon’s age and spinal curve degree Dr. Muchow 
recommended Mehta casting. “The first casting was nerve-racking as 
we did not know what to expect or what he would be able to do with 
the casting on. We were afraid he wouldn’t be able to walk or enjoy life 
to the fullest,” said Felty. 

The Felty family soon discovered that the casting did not prevent Jaxon 
from being any typical little boy. “Jaxon is into everything and has not 
been limited in his ability by his casting at all,” said Felty “The casting is 
his body armor!” 

NASCAR Driver David Ragan Makes Pit Stop at 
Lexington Shriners Medical Center to Keep Kids 

Safe this Summer 

Ragan joins patients and families to encourage them to become Super-
heroes of Summer Safety in their community 

Warmer weather and time off from school can mean an increase in 
serious accidents for children, but Shriners Hospitals for Children is 
trying to change that with the help of parents, caregivers and kids. A 
nationwide program is encouraging kids to be Superheroes of Summer 
Safety and to #EarnYourCape by following tips to reduce the risk of 
injuries during the summer months. 

Swimming-related incidents, playground accidents, as well as campfire 
and fire pit burns are some of the more common and potentially life-
altering childhood injuries that can occur during this time of year. Shri-
ners Hospitals is spreading important safety reminders to avoid these 
injuries with events at various hospital locations throughout the United 
States, featuring NASCAR driver David Ragan. 

“As a father and Shriner, I know that within seconds a fun-filled day can 
take a turn when an unexpected accident occurs,” said Ragan. “Shriners 
Hospitals and I want to provide families with simple ways to reduce the 
risk of childhood injuries so that kids can enjoy a safe summer.” 

On Thursday, July 6, patients of Lexington Shriners Medical Center 
participated in a summer safety check-up that took kids through four 
interactive stations — or pit stops — equipped with important safety in-
formation. Upon completing all four stations patients received their very 
own Superhero cape from Ragan. 
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More To Explore

7-DAy wESTERN 
CARiBBEAN CRUiSE
SUNDAy, JANUARy 21, 2018

Extend your East-West Shrine Game 
experience, exploring tropical paradise aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s Rhapsody of the Seas sailing 

from Tampa with stops in Key West,
Cozumel, Belize City and Costa Maya.

Pricing is per person, double occupancy, 
includes taxes and port fees; subject to 

availability*: 

inside Cabin - $684.19
ocean View Cabin - $884.50

Balcony Cabin - $1,253.92

For reservations and information, 
call 727-896-7161 or 

email Tania@hillstravel.com.

($250 per person deposit due at time of booking. 
Final payment due by October 23, 2017.)

*Pricing and promotions offered by Hills Travel. Hills Travel is a 
full service travel agency servicing travelers since 1930.

Join Us for Our Walk for LOVE
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Greenville is celebrating our 90th 
birthday, and everyone is invited. 

On Sunday, September 24 at 1 p.m. the celebration begins at the hos-
pital (950 W. Faris, Greenville, SC 29605) with three birthday party-
themed zones. Each “birthday zone” includes a bounce house, enter-
tainment, food and birthday cake. 

At 2 p.m. the Walk for LOVE fundraiser be-
gins. The walk includes a one mile course 
and “90 Yards for 90 Years” stroll. Visit 
WalkforLOVEGreenville.org to register.

Alec, beloved patient best known for his 
appearance in the national Shriners Hospitals for Children commer-
cials, will also make an appearance at the event – which concludes  
at 4 p.m.
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September 2017

NAME CITy, STATE CREATED DIED

Jimmie Dickinson Hickory, N.C. 10/31/70 7/6/17

Robert Scharsich Brevard, N.C. 11/2/96 6/15/17

Norburn Hyatt Candler, N.C. 10/21/61 7/17/17

Bobby Hopper Hickory, N.C. 11/1/75 6/16/17

Valdo Moncada Asheville, N.C. 5/21/66 6/8/17

John Stratton Hickory, N.C. 11/9/85 6/6/17

Olin Flowe Matthews, N.C. 10/30/76 6/2/17

William Mackey Old Fort, N.C. 11/9/02 5/29/17

James Holshouser Blowing Rock, N.C. 12/11/08 8/10/17

Memorials

Passed Within the Unseen Temple

DONOR IN MEMORy OF

Reed & Jane Battin Bob Kirkley

James Sizemore Wesley Hagerty

Kay McIver & David Lowe Robert Kirkley

WM Alfred Keller Jimmy (Danny) Dickinson

Alan & Janet Madsen Robert Kirkley

Oasis Patrol Robert Kirkley

Ron & Ruth Patten Bob Kirkley

Elsie Dellinger Gene Saine

Lenoir-Rhyne University  Mr. Weldon Patton

Occupational Therapy Department 

Pat Sipe, Susan Brown  Robert Kirkley

& Cindy Whisenant 

Marietta White Robert Kirkley

George & Susan Livermore Juana Rae Hester

Jimmy & Shirley Barney Edgar L. Wilkerson Jr.

Barbara Holland Michael Edward Gheesling Sr.

Royal Order of Jesters Bob Kirkley

Alan & Janet Madsen Wesley Hagerty

Jerry McCorkle Mike Gheesling

Thermal Belt Shrine Club Billy Ray Self

Lenoir-Rhyne University College Robert “Bob” Wayne Smith 

of Health Science 

Randy & Labreeska Southard James C. Lineberry

Andrea Willis Jimmy C. Lineberry

Crowders Mountain Shrine Club Sidney Blanton

Martha & Robert Harris Robert Kirkley

Wwilliam Alfred Keller Ralph H. Keller Sr.

Charles & Colene Russell Helen Buchanan

 AMOUNT DONOR 

 $100.00  Fred Marley

 $100.00  Tommy & Annie Greene

 $200.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $150.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $7,500.00  The Kennedy Herterich Foundation

 $5,000.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $50.00  Kay Perkins

 $60.00  Thermal Belt Shrine Club

 $50.00  Donald & Judy Tucker

 $500.00  Shirley Snuggs

 $331.55  Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign

 $40.00  Steve Peeler

Donations

Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades
Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain John “Farris Wheel” Farris at 704-604-5024

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members No Experience Necessary
Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Come check out the
Cabarrus Shrine Club

Membership meeting is the last Friday of every month
Social at 6:30pm – Dinner at 7:00pm – Meeting at 7:30pm

Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC
Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!

Phone: 704-933-2797
Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com  •  Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 
We also rent out our building for your special events
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