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The Potentate’s Message

Potentates Trip
Nobles and Ladies. Prepare now for the Potentates trip, 
Sunday, October 1st through Friday, October 6th. Contact 
Maria Amos – 336-701-9673 for more information, and stay 
tuned to the Desert Dust for full information and schedule. 
Please keep in mind that the price will continue to increase, 
so act now to make your reservations to keep your cost down. 

Nobles, Ladies and Friends: 

What a whirlwind it has been the first two months of 2017. Lady Bobbie 
and I have enjoyed the company of a number of Shriners, visiting Shrine 
Clubs and Installing officers for the coming year. 

January 14th found Lady Bobbie and I in Mt. Pleasant, SC for the Instal-
lation of Omar Potentate, Illustrious Sir Dickey Mitchum. Then, on to Win-
ston-Salem on January 15th for the Installation of Officers for the Oasis 
500’s. We had a wonderful time with that hard-working group of Shriners. 

On Monday night, January 16th, we traveled to Ashe County Shrine Club 
for their Installation of Officers. The following Thursday, January 19th, we 
took a road trip to St. Petersburg, Florida for the East-West Shrine Games. 
It was so inspirational to see those dedicated players giving it their all for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, and the huge crowd of spectators there 
to support and rally them on. 

We kept the road hot, traveling to Mebane on January 21st for my Great 
Grandsons birthday party, then on to New Bern for the Installation of Illus-
trious Sir Stacey Pugh, 2017 Potentate for Sudan Shrine Center. This was 
also a celebration of Sudan Shrine’s 100th Anniversary. It was great being 
so welcomed by our dedicated neighbors at this landmark celebration. 

Oasis Club and Unit Orientation on February 4th saw a large crowd of 
Oasis Shriners gathered to hear the plans for 2017 from all our Commit-
tee Chairmen, and to get updates on plans from Shriners International. I 
was proud to see so many come out on a cold day to keep the spirit of 
Shriners, and Shriners Hospitals for Children alive. 

Then back on the road again to the Greensboro Shrine Club for Installation 
of Officers. A packed house enjoyed a fantastic musical tribute to all our 
military services and veterans, as well as a magnificent meal, along with 
the comradery of the Nobles, Ladies and guests of Greensboro Shriners. 

Please, Nobles, keep in mind the Black-Tie Ceremonial on March 4th at 
Oasis Shrine Center. This is an effort by the Oasis Membership Team to 
bring new members to our center, and to give to our current members a 
night to remember. It is always rewarding to dress in our finest, with our 
ladies dressed so beautifully, and enjoy the company of our Oasis friends. 
The schedule is in this issue of the Desert Dust. Please plan to attend. It is 
well worth the price of the ticket. 

In addition, please plan to attend the Greenville Hospital Open House on 
March 10th and 11th. This is always an exciting time, when we gather at 
this beautiful hospital, meet present Shrine Hospital patients, and are given 
the opportunity to tour the hospital and see the latest in patient care proce-
dures and equipment. This is an event that we look forward to every year. 

Last on our list of travels and events is the Mid-Winter SASA meeting in 
Columbia, SC on March 31st. If you would like to attend, please call Oasis 
Headquarters for details. This is always a fun time, and very informational. 

I have heard from many of the Shrine Clubs and Units their plans for 2017. 
It appears that we will be traveling a great deal, and look forward to the 
exciting events, seeing the wonderful work that is being done by our dedi-
cated members to help support our Shriners Hospitals for Children. It 
looks like 2017 will be a banner year for all our Clubs and Units. There 
are a number of events planned, as you will see as you thumb through this 
issue of the Dust. Try to attend as many as you can. It will be a fun time, 
and you will be helping to promote our cause, because We All Love Kids. 

We are off to a dynamic start, and we want to keep the momentum going. 
Bobbi and I look forward to seeing you on the road. 

Yours In The Faith 
MikeFriday, MarCH 10

6 p.m.   Hospitality and Hors d’oeuvres
7 p.m.   Performance and Patient Parent Testimonial by 
  The Statler Brother’s Jimmy Fortune 

SaTurday, MarCH 11
9 a.m.   Hospital Update
11:30 a.m.  Hospital Tours

Invitations (along with RSVP cards) 
will be distributed to the temples soon.

Shriners Open House – Greenville

Shriners days are March 10 and 11
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Welcome Nobles, Ladies and Friends,

Our Oasis Office Team takes many calls from 
our Members. Most, it seems, are dues related. 
We touched on this slightly at our recent Club 
and Unit Officer’s Orientation but let me open-
ly re-address the dues situation; notices, pay-
ments and stickers for all our Oasis members. 
Our Governing Body, Shriners International / 
Imperial sends dues notices directly from Tam-
pa, FL at the end of September each year for 
Oasis. Our members pay Oasis, regular dues 
are $82.00, $47.00 for Oasis plus per-capita 
amounts of $30.00 for Shriners International 
and $5.00 for Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Oasis Accounting enters the payment informa-
tion into the National WebFez data-base when 
a member pays which automatically notifies 
Shriners International. Imperial initially sent out 
a permanent plastic cards to our members in 
2016. After that, renewal members will receive 
‘year’ stickers to apply to their existing plastic 
card designating that they are dues-current. 
Those stickers are sent from Shriners Interna-
tional in Tampa and can take from four to eight 
weeks to receive in the mail. At the end of the 
day, metaphorically, everyone works real hard to 
make the dues process work as good as it can 
for the betterment of Shrine-dom.

In January, Shriners International / Imperial sent 
out yellow post cards requesting every member 
to call a toll-free number to verify their current 
contact information. This is a legitimate program 
that is in place to establish a National Shriner’s 
Directory. Please take the little bit of time to call 
the number on the card, otherwise they may 
print your information that they already have and 
it may be incorrect.

Please remember to keep those that are in poor 
health in your thoughts and prayers. Please con-
tinue to be supportive of all Oasis Clubs and 
Units with their inner-fraternal and Hospital fun-
draisers. Not a club or unit member - yet? Be-
come one, its easy and rewarding. Just reach 
out to me and I will do my best to match you 

based on your location and interests.

“Real generosity is doing something nice for 
someone who will never find out” 
Frank A. Clark

Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Saye
Recorder, Oasis Shriners

The recorder’s Message DeSert DuSt

Editor:  Terry J. Cox
coxterj@hotmail.com 

2017 diVaN
Chief rabban - Johnny Burgess

assistant rabban - Kenneth Jarrett
High Priest & Prophet - William H Carter

Oriental Guide - Tommy Helms
Treasurer - William (Bill) Harward (PP-1998)

recorder - Robert L. (Bob) Saye, Sr
1st Ceremonial Master - Tim Daniels

2nd Ceremonial Master - 
Douglass (Doug) Garland

director - David A. Johnson
Marshal - Chris Hall

Captain of the Guard - Rodney Morgan
Outer Guard - Joe Burris

illustrious Sir Mike Neaves
Potentate 

604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262-8410

Phone: 704-549-9600
www.OasisShriners.org

Special Thanks
A hardy thanks to Captain Tim Marion and 
the members of Surry Mini Truckers for 
their special tribute to Illustrious Sir Mike 
Neaves by bringing and displaying their 
Award Winning trucks at the Installation 
of our Potentate. It was a fitting tribute 
as Sir Mike has made his living for many 
years traveling the 
highways of the USA 
behind the wheel of 
tractor-trailers. 
You guys are 
the best. 
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introducing your divan 
Each year, the Illustrious Potentate of Oasis 
Shrine has the authority to appoint several 
members of the Divan. In 2017, one of the 
new appointees to the seat of Outer Guard is 
Noble Joe Burris. 

Noble Burris was born October 9, 1962 in 
Lexington Park, Maryland, the son of a ca-
reer Navy man. During his childhood, as is 
common in the military life, his family moved 
a number of times, setting up households in 
Maryland, California, South Carolina, Florida 
and North Carolina. 

He graduated from Albemarle Senior High 
School in 1980, and is a graduate of Stanly 
Community College with a degree in Physical 
Therapy. 

He currently resides in Albemarle, and is em-
ployed by Healthy at Home in Troy, NC. 

Joe is married to the former Rita Fox, and is 
the father of three children: Tamara Whitley, 
Eric Whitley and Dakota Whitley, and is the 
proud grandfather to Eric “EJ” Whitley, Jr. 

Joe was raised to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason on January 24, 2011 in Albe-
marle Lodge #703, AF & AM. He received 
his 32nd Degree on April 30, 2011 at the 
Charlotte Valley, Scottish Rite of Freema-
sonry. He received his K.C.C.H November 
21, 2015 at the Red and White Honors at 

the Charlotte Valley. 

He currently serves as Senior Warden of 
Albemarle Lodge #703. 

He became a Noble of the Shrine at the 5 Tem-
ple Ceremonial in Myrtle Beach, South Caro-
lina on May 14, 2011 under the leadership of 
Illustrious Sir John Sullivan, in a Ceremonial that 
was unusual to say the least, with five Temples 
in North and South Carolina coming together to 
see hundreds of Shriners walk the hot sands. 

Joe has exhibited a wide talent in a number of 
appendant bodies of Freemasonry during his 
nearly seven years as a Mason. He serves as the 
Blue Lodge Ambassador for the Charlotte Val-
ley of Scottish Rite, has served as Treasurer of 
the Knights of St. Andrew of the Charlotte Valley, 
and as Secretary of Stanly County Shrine Club. 

He is currently a member of Stanly County 
Shrine Club, and a member of the Oasis Patrol. 
Joe has served as Chairman of the Board of 
Singing Americans of Stanly County, and is 
a former member of the Board of Directors of 
Uwharrie Players in Albemarle, North Carolina. 

In addition to his many other duties in Freema-
sonry and its appendant bodies, he serves as 
Membership Chairman for Oasis Shriners, and 
is deeply involved in programs which will in-
crease membership and solidify the future of 
Oasis Shrine. 

As you can see by his resume, Joe has a very 
active Masonic life, and naturally has a great 
many memories that have given him pleasure 
throughout his journey, but he states that his 
fondest memories are his induction into Oa-
sis Shrine, his attendance at the Membership 
Seminar for the Shriners at Tampa, Florida, 
and meeting Bobbi Jo Wright, the little girl 
depicted on our statue that is the emblem of 
the Shriners, during the Installation of Illustri-
ous Sir Mike Neaves as Potentate of Oasis 
Shrine. 

I know you will join me in welcoming Outer 
Guard Joe Burris and Lady Rita to the Divan 
family, and wish him great fortune in his future 
association with Oasis Shrine. 

Shriners on Bikes Shriners on Bikes 
met in early 
November 2014. 
The SOB’s were 
recharter as a 
riding club vs a 
motorcycle club. 
Our purpose is 
for Shriners with 
motorcycles to 
come together ride and have fun while supporting 
other clubs in units when possible. We will meet 
quarterly and weather permitting ride. There will be 
other rides scheduled based on the interests of the 
Riding Club. If you own a motorcycle and want to 
ride and have fun with other Shriners contact one 
of our Officers. 

President - trent Oates 704-412-0120

Vice President - steve trites 704-517-2876 

secretary - Gary taylor 704-507-3693

treasurer - tim Morgan 704-634-8476 

serGeant at arMs - Kenneth abernathy 

rOad caPtain - Joey Ham

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
•	 Meetings	the	2nd	Thurs.	of	the	month
•		 Annual	Keystone	Kop	Golf		Tournament
•		 SASA	and	Oasis	Installation	Trips
•		 Antique	Car	Show	Appearances
•  Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact Captain Don Deese for Information: 
704-578-8991		•		ddeese48@yahoo.com
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If you are a lady related by birth or marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter of 
the Nile, you are eligible to become a member of this growing organization committed to 
supporting the important work of Shriners Hospitals for Children. For more information on 
this dedicated fraternal order for women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or  
Betty Parker, PQ at (704) 654-7108 or email her at latona154char@gmail.com

Latona Temple # 154 Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

Captain “Jack” Stallings 704-609-0535

jumping hurdles for Children

oAsis 
dune 
CATs

Cousins Connect as Shriners – a Shriner Legacy Submitted by Chris Hall

Growing up in different counties in remote western North Carolina, 
Rory Justin Byers and Chris Hall would meet later in life as fellow 
Shriners and then discover they share a common set of great-great 
grandparents, solidifying their Shriners family legacy status. 

Noble Chris joined Oasis Shriners in 2007, served as Oasis member-
ship chairman from 2013–2016 and president of the Gaston County 
Shrine Club in 2013. He currently serves as the Divan Marshal and 
Captain of the Oasis Patrol Unit and was recently appointed the Im-
perial Public Relations director for South Atlantic region. 

Noble Rory joined Oasis Shriners in 2010, served as president of the 
Western North Carolina Shrine Club in 2015 and is currently serving 
as Corporal of the Oasis Patrol Unit. He became the Founding Sec-
retary of the Oasis Young Shriners Club in 2015, and continues to 
serve as the vice chairman for Masonic Relations of the Oasis mem-
bership team, an appointment he has held since 2015.

The two young nobles met during a Shrine Ceremonial in Murphy, 
North Carolina. Chris and Rory discovered that not only did they share 
the experience of a childhood in the beautiful mountains of western 
North Carolina, but that they are both great-great grandchildren of 
John Harvey and Josephine Hogue Jenkins, members of the pioneer 
settlers Jenkins lineage in the Appalachian Mountains. Excited and 

surprised by this newly found connec-
tion as third cousins, both men shared 
the news with their families who decid-
ed to meet at the final resting place of 
their common ancestors, followed by a 
family luncheon where each set of par-
ents met for the first time. 

Both Noble Chris and Noble Rory 
continue to appreciate their newfound 
connection and realize that had it not 
been for their active participation as 
Shriners, they may well have never met 
and reconnected their lost kinship.

REPRINTED FROM 

WWW.SHRINERSINTERNATIONAL.ORG

Chris Hall and Rory Justin 
Byers met at an Oasis 

Shriners ceremonial and 
soon discovered they are 

also third cousins.
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2017 SCHeDuLe

March 4 Black Tie at Oasis
March  9-11 Oriental Guide 
 Leadership Conference
March 10-11 Greenville Shriners 
 Hospital Open House
March  13-15 Assistant Rabban 
 Leadership Conference

March 31-april 1 Spring SASA 
 Columbia, SC

april 13 Divan Meeting
april 19-22 Shrine Director’s Milwaukee, 
 WI.  Tripoli Shriners

May 3 & 4 Shriners Public Relations 
 Conference
May 5 & 6 Paper Crusade 

June 2-4 Ceremonial Blowing Rock
June 16 & 17 Family Fun Day

July 9-13 Imperial Session 
 Daytona Beach Fla.
 N.C. Grand Masters Dinner 

august 8 Divan Meeting 
august 8 Shrine 100 

September 14-17 SASA Fall Meeting, 
 Myrtle Beach
September 22-23 Grand Lodge Annual 
 Communication Winston Salem

October 1-5  Potentates Trip to Las Vegas
October 5-7 Imperial Membership 
 Conference
October 11 Shrine Circus Fletcher
October 13 Shrine Circus Concord
October 14 Shrine Circus Concord
October 13-15 Oxford Homecoming
October 27 Divan Meeting
October 27 & 28 Oasis Ceremonial

November 18 Veterans Appreciation Night

december 1 Oasis Patrol 
december 2 Oasis Elections
december 16 Shrine Bowl

2017 iNSTaLLEd OFFiCErS

OaSiS 500’S

On Sunday, January 15th, the 
Oasis 500’s were honored to 
have Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves 
and his lovely Lady Bobbie at the 
installation our officers for 2017-
2018 at the home of incoming 
Captain Don Andersen.  
Illustrious Sir Mike performed 
the installation. Those installed were Noble 
Don Andersen – Captain, Noble Fred Wood 
– 1st Lt., Noble Wayne Gunter – Secretary, 
and Noble Perry Herrmann – Treasurer.  
Noble Dan Page (our 2nd Lt.) was unable 
to attend due to distance (he lives in Austin, 
TX). Others in attendance were Illustrious Sir 
Winfield Beroth, Noble Fred Wood’s Lady 
Linda, Noble Wayne Gunter’s Lady Moyra 
and son, Miles, Noble Perry Herrmann’s Lady 

Margaret, Noble Drew Davis and his Lady 
Sharry, Noble Max Spach, and Honorary 
Member Rick Henkel and his wife, Bette. 
Rick has contributed time, money, and 
design ingenuity to our unit over the 
years and we appreciate honor him as an 
Honorary Member. A great time was had by 
all, and we express our appreciation to all 
that provided refreshments.

Tri-COuNTy SHriNE CLuB 
L-R: 2nd Vice President Dean Smith, 

Secretary - Gary League,
President - Lamer Seagraves, 

Treasurer - Phillip Wright, 
Installing Officer - David Sumpter, 

Past Potentate

OaSiS TriPSTErS 
L-R: Randy Tallent, 

Andrew Hartman, Zane Hudson, 
Bill Carter - High Priest & Prophet, 
David Wall - Captain, Gene Spain, 

Hugh Phillips, Alfred Keller, 
David Bassett
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305 
E Phifer St, 
Monroe, NC

SHRINE DANCE - 2nd & 4th Friday of every month
Starting @ 7pm. $10 admission.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  •  Full service bar  •  Live music by The Rock Bottom Band 
Playing all of your favorite country & southern rock tunes

Moving Mountains
Patient with prosthetic leg will hike the Appalachian Trail

On March 27, 2017, 19-year-old Ricky 
Vandegrift of Bethel, Ohio, will set out on 
a self-guided journey as he hikes the Ap-
palachian Trail from Georgia to Maine. He 
plans to hike the full 2,190-mile-long trail, 
passing through 14 different states. Ricky 
is determined to complete his journey over 
a three-to-four-month time period, averag-
ing 23 miles per day. 

Ricky was born without a left fibula, the 
long lean bone in the leg. When he was 18 
months old, Janet Walker, M.D., pediatric or-
thopaedic surgeon at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Lexington, advised Ricky’s par-
ents that his leg needed to be amputated. 
Ricky learned to walk using a prosthetic leg and Pediatric Or-
thotic and Prosthetic Services – Midwest, LLC, of the Lexington 
Shriners Hospital have constructed replacement legs as Ricky 
has grown and his athletic ability has increased. 

Ricky’s prosthetic leg has never limited his athletic ability. Ricky 
loves to spend his free time outdoors hunting, fishing, camping 
and hiking. He previously competed in two World Rowing Cham-
pionships. 

After completing his journey across the Appalachian Trail, Ricky 
will attend Hocking College in Nelsonville, Ohio, and major in 
natural resources, as he plans for a career working with the great 
outdoors. “I believe my experience hiking the Appalachian Trial 
will provide immense life lessons that will shape my future as I 
set out on this new adventure of college, that will lead into my 
career,” said Ricky. 

join A 
Winning Team

NASCARTS

Captain George Hunsucker - Phone Number: 336-451-6250 

Nobles, the Legion of Honor Club has been formed! Here is a list of your current officers.

President Noble Jim Glen J-Glen@att.net 704-379-9217
1st Vice Noble David Johnson dtcarolina@wilkes.net 336-467-0107
2nd Vice Noble Don Greene donsgreene84@gmail.com 828-226-6069
Treasurer Noble Dick Weinberg hedjoff@ix.netcom.com 941-735-9426
Secretary Noble Eddie Wrenn chev1995@hotmail.com 704-579-8149
Chaplin Noble Dick Gardner  dpgard32@att.net 704-918-3399

Legion of 
Honor CLub

The Oasis Legion 
of Honor now has 
a Facebook page! 

Search Oasis 
Shriners Legion 

of Honor.If you or know of someone who would like to become a member of this 
new club please contact any of the Nobles above.

Whether it’s Buying OR Selling...
Call Toleah for all of your Real Estate needs!

Serving Iredell, Mecklenburg, Catawba, Lincoln, 
Cabarrus, Union, Stanley, Rowan and all 

surrounding counties.

Toleah Poplin
Broker, REALTOR®

704.400.4044 Direct
310 S Main Street • Davidson, NC

Alan W. “Al” Madsen, Past Imperial 
Potentate of Shriners International, 
and Lady Jan Madsen Are Proud 
to Support Toleah Poplin as their 

personal REALTOR®
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It is not often that we get to dust off the old 
Tuxedo and enjoy a night of socializing and 
dancing, but March 4th will be the perfect 
opportunity for you and your Lady to shine, 
along with the opportunity to meet our new-
est members of Oasis Shriners. The Hilton 
University Place, 8629 Jim Keynes Place, 
Charlotte, NC is the host Hotel, with a dis-
counted price of $105.00 per night. Phone 
them at 704-547-7444 and tell them you 
are with Oasis Shriners to get the discount. 
Rooms are going fast. See the ad on this 
page for schedule information.

Oasis Black Tie 
Ceremonial
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double amputee dances His Way to Competition
Like lots of kids, Brady Whipple enjoys dancing.

He likes the music, the steps, moving his body 
to the rhythm. And he also likes the fact that, as 
a double amputee who dances on two prosthetic 
legs, it lets him be like other kids.

“It’s cool because I like everything that goes with 
dance,” he said, happily demonstrating how he 
taps. “It’s excellent.”

And now the precocious 8-year-old, who’s a patient 
at Shriners Hospital for Children in Greenville, is 
even participating in two dance competitions this 
spring.

“I’m excited,” his mom, Jacqueline Whipple told The 
Greenville News.

“I’m the kind of mom that’s always told my kids — all four are ad-
opted and three have special needs — to do whatever they can do,” 
she said, “because the world is going to tell these kids there are so 
many things they can’t do.”

Jacqueline and Jason Whipple endured years of infertility before 
turning to adoption. And one January day in 2008, they received an 
email asking if they were interested in a baby boy who was going 
to be born perfect from the knees up.

“My husband is a Shriner and he’s in a wheelchair because he was 
paralyzed in the service, so we said OK,” Jacqueline recalls. “And 
we knew before we brought him home that we were likely facing 
some sort of amputation.”

‘Jumble of bones’
Brady was born with bilateral fibular hemimelia, a condition that 
left him with only a tibia — no fibia — in his legs, she said. And his 
feet were a jumble of bones and cartiledge — the left one severely 
clubbed — that would never support him.

So Shriners pediatric orthopedic surgeon Dr. David Westberry ad-
vised amputation when he was about a year old.

“That’s the best time because the child never knows the difference 
then and all he’s known is walking with prosthetics,” his mom said. 
“We had pillows in the wagon and would drag him around, but 

that wasn’t good enough for him. He’d get on the 
floor and drag himself around and try to get up and 
walk.”

The surgery was performed in March 2009, two 
days after his first birthday. And after being in a 
cast for six weeks, he was fitted with prosthetic 
legs.

“By the Fourth of July, he was running,” she said. 
“And he hasn’t stopped since.” Always an athletic 
child, Brady decided to try dancing after two of 
his sisters enrolled in a class for kids with special 
needs.

And while he takes tap classes with able-bodied 
students, his instructor, who also choreographed 

a lyrical dance for Brady that tells the story of his legs, wrote the 
organizers of a dance competition about her special needs class 
because there didn’t seem to be any competitions for them.

Now Brady will be competing with his regular class as well as the 
special needs class at two state-level competitions this spring — 
the 2017 Legacy Dance Championships at Ovens Auditorium in 
Charlotte in May and the 2017 Starpower Talent Competition at 
Cabarrus Arena in Concord, NC. The family lives in Charlotte.

Teachable moments
As Brady has learned to dance, it’s been a lesson for his mom as 
well.

“At first, he was all over the place. Imagine when you can’t bend 
your ankle and try tapping your toe,” she said. “ But one day, he 
came in and had tap shoes on his hands on the table, going heel — 
brush — step. He said, ‘I can feel it this way, so I can memorize it.’ ”

Brady had his first appointment at Shriners, which provides spe-
cialty orthopedic services to children regardless of ability to pay, 
when he was just three months old. And he’s had six or seven sets 
of prosthetic legs since to accommodate his growth.

His latest pair, unlike the earlier sets that were flesh-tone, sport a 
nautical theme. “One time, I was on the boat with (friends) and it 
was fun, so that’s why I chose those them,” he said. “It was a good 
idea because I like riding on boats.”
continued on page 10
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Shrine Trailer 
Travels for you

Most of you have seen and visited the 
Shrine Trailer exhibit that we see so fre-
quently at Shrine events throughout the 
Shrine region. Noble Jim Rorie has tire-
lessly transported this trailer to hundreds 
of events over the past years. 

If any Club or Unit would like to have the 
Trailer displayed at any event or fund-
raiser, please contact Jim rorie at 704-
534-2906 or jrorie@bellsouth.net 
in order to get on the calendar for your 
event. Keep in mind that the Trailer is ex-
tremely popular, and is provided free of 
charge, but is on a first come, first served 
basis. Get on the calendar early in order 
to allow Jim and Oasis Shrine to display 
the great work of our Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. 

Brady Whipple 
continued from page 9

His mom says her biggest concern with them 
was that they would be immediately identifi-
able as prosthetics and she worried whether 
he was ready to answer the questions that 
would come with that. When he was 4, she’d 

told him that he didn’t have to tell anybody 
anything he wasn’t comfortable with and that 
he doesn’t always have to tell his whole story.

“So we were at a play area at McDonald’s 
one day and a kid said, ‘Where are your legs?’ 
And he said, ‘They’re down there by my mom.’ 
And the kid asked, ‘What happened?’ And he 

said, ‘Shark attack,’ ” she said with a chuckle. 
“This last year, he has really taken ownership.”

Whipple says the upcoming competitions are 
important because they mark the first year 
that dance students at the school with autism, 
Down syndrome, amputations and other spe-
cial needs will compete against other children 
their age who are typical.

“It’ll be interesting because this group of 10 
kids has such a wide variety of differences 
and it could turn out to be a hot mess or abso-
lutely precious,” she said. “But the fact they’re 
putting themselves out there is what really 
matters, because this is something the dance 
world hasn’t really seen.”

REPRINTED FROM WWW.GREENVILLEONLINE.COM

Shrine Bowl Honoree, Latta’s davonta Porter, 
Excited about Honors, Future

FLORENCE, S.C. — Latta 
High School football play-
er Davonta Porter repre-
sented the Pee Dee in the 
Shrine Bowl of the Caroli-
nas in December and now 
looks to take his talents to 
the Upstate and play for 
Furman University.

Porter enjoyed his time at 
the Shrine Bowl, but the 
most memorable part was 
visiting the Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children-Greenville.

“It was a great honor to be able to be one of 
the very few selected to play in the Shrine 
Bowl,” Porter said. “The best experience 
for me was being able to go to the Shriners 
Hospital. I was humbled to be able to give 
back and see some kids that are working 
hard to overcome tough circumstances.”

Porter committed to Furman in July and will 
play safety this fall. He played both sides of 
the ball in high school, and that prepared 
him to perform his best at the college level.

“Playing wide receiver really helped me be-
come a better defensive back,” Porter said. 
“It helped me to be able to read routes bet-
ter and know where to line up in certain 
situations. It really helps you be able to play 

before the ball is snapped 
and that’s the key, just 
reading the offense and 
being in the right posi-
tion.”

Latta football coach Bran-
don Iseman appreciated 
the leadership Porter 
brought to the team on 
and off the field.

“Davonta is an amazing 
kid,” Iseman said. “He is 

a guy of high character and cares deeply 
about his academics and the community. 
He is the first kid I’ve had play in the Shrine 
Bowl. He did a great job representing Lat-
ta, and we couldn’t be more proud of him 
as he moves on to the next stage.”

Davonta is now playing basketball at Latta 
and plans to enroll at Furman in the sum-
mer to prepare for the upcoming season.

“My goal is to work hard and be adaptable,” 
Porter said. “You have to give it all you got 
every single time. Whether it’s running laps 
or doing whatever the coach tells you, you 
have to give 100 percent. If I do what I’m 
supposed to do, everything else will fall 
into place.”

REPRINTED FROM WWW.SCNOW.COM
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CAPT. NOBLE SHEA FADEL, PC 
CHARLOTTE – 704/309-5396

LT. NOBLE DOUG TEAGUE, PC
TAYLORSVILLE – 828/381-8415

SEC. NOBLE JOHN ELDER, PC PP
HIGH POINT – 336/687-8139

NOBLE ALLEN JONES, PC
 THOMASVILLE – 336/313-0346

The Oasis Temple 
Band

DiD yoU PlAy in A hiGh School bAnD oR collEGE bAnD?  
if So wE nEED yoU!

“Taking it to the Bank” with “The Beat on the Street”
We have all heard phrases like “you can 
bank of that”; “taking ‘em to the bank”; 
or maybe “they’re banking on this project 
to get them over the top”.  This month, 
we share with you about “taking it to the 
bank” for our Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren & our Masonic Home for Children in 
Oxford (MHCO).

The Drum & Bugle Corps Family is proud of our long history of taking it 
to the bank as just one part of the total donation made by Oasis Temple 
to the Hospitals each year.  Our D&B Family was excited to be one of the 
clubs or parade units to receive a Gold Award for 2016 at the Club & Unit 
Appreciation Night, raising more than $18,000.  We join with all Nobles 
& Ladies across Oasis in being humbled, yet filled with pride when it was 
announced on that Friday night that more than 2 million dollars would be 
taken to the bank by Oasis Temple as a donation for the Hospitals!  

Being Masons before we became Shriners, we continue to remember the 
Masonic Home for Children in addition to the Hospitals.  Back in 2014, 
Noble Scott Edwards shared with us about the use of MHCO Piggy 
Banks as a way to raise funds.  Corps members took empty banks home 
or to a business that would allow them to be at the register for spare 
change. Our first presentation of the “filled up” banks was at the 2014 
Homecoming and it was a success that was duplicated in 2015. As you 
remember, a hurricane cancelled our participation in the Homecoming Pa-
rade for 2016.  Those banks were presented to the MHCO, informally, 
after weather concerns eased.  At our first meeting of 2017, it was so nice 
to receive a thank you letter from Kevin Otis at the Home informing us that 
the change added up to more than $650.00, which pushes the total for 
our first 3 years to over $2000.00!  This program is so easy to participate 
in.  If you are interested, please contact Kevin through his email, kotis@
mhc-oxford.org for complete information of the piggy banks.

As spring is coming quickly, we think that it is never too soon to begin 
promote our 7th Annual Car & Truck Show.  This is our biggest “hospital 
fundraiser” each year.  It continues to be one of the most visited areas of 
the Mt. Holly Springfest.  There will be dozens and dozens of cars and 

Mount Holly’s
Downtown Springfest

www.mounthollyspringfest.com

100%
Of All Proceeds

Benefit
Shriners Hospitals

Oasis Drum & Bugle Corps

Car & Truck Show
May 6th, 2017

226 S. Main Street, Mount Holly, NC
Registration 9:00am - 12:00 Noon

Award Bag for all Entries – Awards @ 1:00PM 
Early Registration $15.00

Registration after April 25th $20.00

trucks from so many different decades.  Classics, hot rods, rat rods, origi-
nals, new & old will be there.  Hope you can make plans now to be there 
on Saturday, May 6th.

As our Potentate, I.S. Mike Neaves reminds us, We All Love Kids.  The 
members of your Drum & Bugle Corps pledge to continue working hard 
in the area of fundraising.  We encourage you, and send fraternal best 
wishes to your club or unit as we all work together to help the children.  

Remember, the children are banking on all of us to do our best, because, 
…  “When the Hospital (and MHCO) Wins, We All Win”!
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Right on schedule, two busloads of col-
lege football all-stars, coaches Brentson 
Buckner (Arizona Cardinals defensive 
line coach) and George Edwards (Min-
nesota Vikings defensive coordinator), 
and East- West Shrine Game staff rolled 
up to Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Tampa on Jan. 15 for an afternoon of fun, 
music and games with patients and fami-
lies. The annual event shows players the 

The Player Visit

East-West Shrine Game

meaning behind the annual East-West Shrine 
Game.

Patients, families and staff lined up on both 
sides of the central activity area and greeted 
teams with cheers, beads and high-fives as 
they made their way to the playground where 
leaders from Shriners International and Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children would formally 
welcome them to the hospital. “You are their 
heroes, but you will soon learn that they are 
your heroes,” said Imperial Potentate Chris 

Smith as he closed his remarks and the 
welcome ceremony. “Past players have 
said that today’s event is one of the 
most special times of their week here 
in the Tampa Bay community.” And with 
the formalities over, it was game on for 
kids and players.

“I’m really blessed to have the oppor-
tunity to be here with these kids. The 
more I interact with them, the more I’m 
loving it,” said West Team’s Paul Ma-

gloire Jr. of the University of Arizona, 
to a St. Petersburg Times reporter.

Every year, East-West Shrine 
Game Director Harold Richardson 
says it’s difficult to get the players 
back on the bus after the teams 
spend time with the kids. This 
year was no different.

REPRINTED FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS VOICE
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1. Former Green Bay quarterback, MVP 
and Super Bowl Champion, Brett Favre, 
played in the 1991 East-West Shrine 
Game.

2. On January 19, 2012, the East-
West Shrine Game was first played at 
Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
with some 19,000 game fans from across 
the country in attendance.

3. The most touchdowns ever scored 
in the East-West Shrine Game by 
one person was six, by Russell Davis, 
Michigan in 1979.

4. To date, only two players have played 
in the East- West Shrine Game from a 
country other than the United States and 
Canada. They are Abe Takuro (1996) 
and Takaaki Kawata (1997) from Japan.

REPRINTED FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS VOICE

did you Know?

McCranie honored during 
Junior Shrine Bowl

Reagan McCranie 
of the Rutherford-
ton Raiders, rep-
resenting Chase 
High School, re-
cently participat-
ed in the Junior 
Shrine Bowl. During it, he was presented 
with the Star Award for demonstrating a 
star performance on and off the field.

Along with this honor he was picked as 
one of the Captains for the bowl game as 
well as being named as Offensive MVP 
for the North Carolina Team.

He started as left tackle on offense, 
played defensive tackle and was one of 
the kickers for special teams.

The North Carolina team beat the South 
Carolina team 33 to 6 in the Junior Shrine 
Bowl.

McCranie is the son of Jeff and Kim 
McCranie of Shiloh and the grandson 
of Noble Wayne and Lady Sandra 
Bumgardner, Past President and current 
Secretary of Thermal Belt Shrine Club.

REPRINTED FROM 

WWW.RUTHERFORDWEEKLY.COM
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Oasis steel Drum BanD Got that island flair? 
Know your way ‘round those wild 

tropical shirts? 
then come join one of the 

most popular parade 
& entertainment units

- The OaSIS STeel 
Drum BanD!

call captain cody Gustafson 
704-498-5029

red fez Shrine Club
More than just your local Shrine Club.

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

reD feZ SHrine CLub on beAuTifuL LAKe WYLie
16600 red fez Club road, Charlotte nC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 fezonlake@bellsouth.net 

Scottish Notes
Oasis Highlanders  -  Bagpipes and Drums

“to Help A Child”

December 2nd for the Christmas Light Parade and the Lowell Christ-
mas Parade on Sunday afternoon December 10th which concluded 
our 2016 marching season.

We were blessed to welcome two new Nobles to the ranks in 2016. 
Both are experienced in Scottish music. Rich Hartman came to us in 
July from Zem Zem Temple in Erie, PA. Rich played drums with The 
Pipes and Drums of Erepa Grotto in Erie. Piper David Lessinger joined 
the unit following the fall ceremonial. David was born in Scotland, and 
played with a pipe band in Montgomery, Alabama.

Best wishes and good health to snare drummer Tony Herrin as he 
retired from the active Band.   

We enjoyed the holidays with our families and then took some time off 
during January. 
                 
Meetings/rehearsals have resumed for the 2017 marching season on 
Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at Headquarters. 

Until the next tune see ye efter. 

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Mike Avery (704) 279-8076

Can ye play the pipes? Can ye play the drum?
Would you like to?

The Oasis Highlanders are recruiting new 
members and would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is the willingness to 
learn a rare skill. We also would like to have a 
drum major...Interested?

We’ve hidden Illustrious Sir 
Mike neaves in this edition of the 

Desert Dust! Can you find him?

www.shrinershq.org  •  www.twitter.com/shriners
www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

If you have not signed up for Shriners 
Village, do so today.

Shriners Village is a website designed to keep 
members of Shrine International up to date on all 

aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village and follow the 
instructions.  

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.
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How a dad and SC Hospital Made Life 
Easier for Toddler with rare Condition
By Liv Osby, the Greenville news

Little Valerie Cancino gets around in a 
specially designed wheelchair at Shriners 

Hospital for Children in Greenville. 
Photo by Liv Osby

Before Valerie Cancino was born, her par-
ents knew she had a rare but serious condi-
tion that would leave her without a portion 
of her spine.

They also were told that she’d be born with 
a critical cardiac defect that would require 
open-heart surgery in the first week of her 
life.

What’s more, her twin sister had died be-
side her in the womb.

“We lost Angelica half way through the preg-
nancy, so they were watching Valerie very 
closely,” said her mother, Renee Cancino.

“We were ready to lose her, to be honest.”

But the Cancinos were thrilled when the 
tiny baby survived – and just as happy to 
learn that she didn’t have the heart defect 
after all.

Still, the Taylors couple had to deal with 
the fact that Valerie would never be able to 
walk.

But thanks to the efforts of her dad, JD 
Cancino, and some staff at Shriners Hospi-
tal for Children in Greenville, the tiny 2-year-
old gets around quite well.

“We go everywhere and people are like, 
‘Whoa! This little teeny girl is getting 
around,” her mother said. “And she’s happy 
because she’s free and can run away from 
us like any 2-year-old would do.”

Baby biceps 
Little Valerie, who weighs just 15 pounds, 
suffers from caudal regression syndrome.

The condition, which occurs early in the devel-
oping fetus, affects the lower half of the body, 
from the spine and limbs to internal organs, 
according to the National Institutes of Health.

The range of symptoms vary, but the spine is 
typically undeveloped, the legs may be bent, 
and there may be abnormalities with the kid-
neys, bladder, bowel and large intestine as well.

Though the cause isn’t known, scientists be-
lieve a combination of genetic and environ-
mental factors are responsible, according to 
the National Organization for Rare Disorders.

Caudal regression syndrome strikes one 
to five babies out of every 100,000 births, 
NORD reports, and affects boys and girls in 
equal numbers.

Valerie, who suffers from the most severe form 
of the syndrome, is missing more than half her 
spine, her mother said. Her legs are perma-
nently in a bent position. And she has bladder, 
kidney and digestive tract issues that led to 
bladder surgery when she was just 8 months 
old.

But otherwise, she loves to play, speaks clear-
ly and has no mental delays, her mother said.
“She has the strongest baby biceps I have 
ever seen because she uses her arms for ev-
erything,” she said with a chuckle. “She scoots 
around on the floor. She sits up. And she can 
do a handstand and a flip now.”
 
‘People to help’ 
The Cancinos learned of Valerie’s condition 
from an ultrasound at about 18 weeks ges-
tation. They consulted with many doctors, re-
sulting in a roller coaster of emotions and a 
variety of opinions. But most had never seen 
the condition.

Finally, a neurosurgeon referred them to 

Shriners in Greenville.

“They have dealt with children with this con-
dition and gave us a good idea of what it 
would be like for Valerie as a little child, at 
school age, on up to adult,” she said. “And 
we knew it was something she could do and 
we could do. And there would be people to 
help.”

Though she scoots around on her hands at 
home, about a year ago it became clear that 
Valerie would need a wheelchair when she 
was out and about.

So someone at Shriners came up with a pe-
diatric model called a Star Car because she 
was too small for a regular wheelchair.

The Star Car is a two-wheeled cart that 
is low to the ground, said Ed Skewes, a 
prosthetist-orthotist at Shriners.

Then Valerie’s father, a high school Spanish 
teacher, decided to make something himself 
that kind of mimicked the Star Car – a plat-
form with wheels and a little foam seat on 
which she could propel herself, said Skewes.

“Her father came up with something really 
clever,” he said. “It was important for him to 
continued on page 16
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Special Discounts 
for Shriners

be part of his daughter’s life in helping her.”

Team effort 
And while she was able to get around in it, 
the alignment wasn’t optimal and it was a little 
too narrow so it would rub her arms, Skewes 
said. So he teamed up with Shriners occupa-
tional therapist Lisa Wagner and designed a 
new version.

“We took a cast of the Star Car and made a 
clear plastic seat section that we could put 
her into,” he said. “We’d have to adjust this, 
and Lisa let me know what angle she wanted 
it and what position on the cart.”

Next, he said, they used Plaster of Paris to 
make a mold, had the technicians put a foam 
liner and thermoplastic over it to form a seat, 
put Valerie in it, adjusted it and trimmed the 
edges allowing her to move in the way she 
needed.

Shriners and its prosthetics-orthotics depart-
ment often custom designs equipment and 
devices for patients because what they really 
need isn’t made commercially, Skewes said.
This time, along with the Shriners staff, the ef-
fort included Valerie’s dad, Skewes said.

“The kids are my heroes. So many of them are 
not ambulatory and most of us can’t fathom 
what that would be like,” he said. “We’re here 
to help and will do anything we can to meet the 
needs, goals and objectives that they have.”

Valerie’s mom said the new design allows her 
little girl to grow and still be able to use her 
chair, which is important especially since in-
surance generally only covers one chair every 
five years and they’re hoping to be able to get 
a power chair in a couple of years.

 “If we go somewhere, library classes, or even 
the church nursery, she doesn’t have to be 
so close to the ground. It gives her a lift. And 
she’s really enjoying it,” she said. “And that’s a 
huge blessing.”

Valerie Cancino
continued from page 15

Like us on 
Facebook 
 facebook.com/  
   SHCGreenville
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Oasis Young Shriners Club
Brandon Penley - PreSident

thomaS SumPter - ViCe PreSident

roBBy Saye - SeCretary/treaSurer

We now have Oasis Young Shriners Club bracelets free with membership or for donation.

if you are under forty and 
interested in joining - Contact 

oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org or call 336-707-6588 for information.

fourth Tuesday of the Month
• Monthly Meeting
  (Families & Guests Welcome)
• Program with meal & fellowship
• Doors open at 6pm with social time
• Dinner with program/entertainment
  at 7pm

Second friday of the 
Month - Grill night
Members & Guests
Grill opens at 5:30pm to 8pm

510 Gate city boulevard (formerly high Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407  •  336-299-5901

Rent The Shrine Club - Weddings, parties, dances & more!

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT
are you a Past master?
We are your unit. Join us.
For more information:
noble Gary d. handy, Captain: (336) 416-1323
noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary: (704) 223-1531 Social - 6:30 PM

Meal - 7:00 PM
Meeting - 7:30 PM

What:    Monthly	Club	Meeting
When:    2nd	Wednesday	of	
	 each	month
	 Social	-	6:30	PM
	 Meal	-	7:00	PM
	 Meeting	-	7:30	PM
Where:  505	Pinkney	Road	
	 Dallas,	NC	28034

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com

“No man ever stood so tall as when he stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

It has been my pleasure to serve Oasis as a 
District Representative and Vice Chairman of 
Membership in the past several years.  I was 
humbled to be appointed by Illustrious Sir 
Mike Neaves to be your Membership Chair-
man and Divan Outer Guard for the ensuing 
year.  I pledge to do my best to promote the 
GREATEST TEMPLE in Shrinedom this year 
and  in the future.

My predecessor, Noble Sir Chris Hall, Divan 
Marshall, left me with a great team in place 
but some very BIG shoes to follow.   I would 
like to personally thank him for all his efforts 
over the past 3 and ½ years on behalf of 
Oasis.  He has been and continues to be a 
wealth of knowledge, great friend and Broth-
er in assisting me in all my current duties.  

The current Membership team has already 
been busy this year planning events to en-
gage the Nobility and increase our member-
ship.  As you read this the First Annual Oa-

sis Shrine Black Tie Ceremonial 
should be completed and have 
initiated several new Nobles 
into our ranks.  Membership 
Rush Parties are currently being 
planned within our jurisdiction so 
be on the lookout for the Rush 
Party in your area and make 
plans to attend.

Membership is NOT an endeavor 
that is left up to the Membership 
Team alone but rather it includes 
all the Nobility.  If any Noble in Oasis has 
any ideas that he feels as though would help 
build our fraternity then don’t hesitate to con-
tact anyone on the Membership Team at any 
time.  The Directory has a list of the entire 
Team along with their contact information. 

The Children of Shriners Hospitals rely on 
us daily to continue our efforts in fundrais-
ing and in building back our fraternity to its 
past numbers.  This will allow to continue to 
WALK the W.A.L.K!!!  Shriners International 

Membership Minute

is making OUR jobs easier with promoting 
the Shrine through Beashrinernow.com and 
all the TV commercials.  Remember to be 
a Mason you have to ask one.  But to be a 
Shriner all you have to do is to ask  a worthy 
Brother from your Blue Lodge to join us!  So 
what are you waiting for?

YITF,
Joe Burris
Membership Chairman 
Divan Outer Guard
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Oasis Oldies
if you have a classic car or are 

interested in the old classics come 
join us for some fun and fellowship

Captain: thomas m. Sumpter

1st lieutenant: david Stillman

2nd lieutenant: Steve Peeler 

treasurer: Pat Stanley

We meet the 2nd Sunday of each quarter
3 pm - Lone Star Restaurant

700 Sullivan Rd. Statesville, NC

Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades
Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain John “Farris Wheel” Farris at 704-604-5024

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members No Experience Necessary
Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Doc Phifer   •   803-675-7705   •   phifers@comporium.net

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!WE PLAY FOR THE CHILDREN
YOU DO NOT NEED TO KNOW HOW TO PLAY

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN LARRY  

GREGORY 
AT 

336-272-4011 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

COME JOIN THE OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

Supreme Court Nominee Has Oasis Connection
The White House gathering was filled to 
capacity with dignitaries from across the 
legal and political spectrums.

One of them was the Honorable David 
Sentelle, 33rd degree, Scottish Rite Ma-
son, Valley of Charlotte, and life member 
of Oasis Temple. President Trump intro-
duced his nominee to the Supreme Court 
to replace Justice Scalia. The nominee, 
Neil Gorsuch, has been serving the 10th 
Circuit Court with headquarters in Denver. 
Well-known as a conservative thinker, he 
is an “originalist.” An originalist is a judge 
who believes that the Constitution means 
precisely what the founders meant at the 
time of its adoption and not the whim of 
some modernist. He is a former clerk to 
two justices and to Sentelle while he sat as 
Judge on the District of Columbia Circuit.

Noble Sentelle vetted Gorsuch, hired him, 

trained and mentored him. Before being ap-
pointed to the DC Circuit, Noble Sentelle had 
a long career in Oasis jurisdiction. A native of 
Asheville, he regularly held court in western 
North Carolina after being appointed to the 
federal district bench. Prior to coming to the 
federal bench, Noble Sentelle was a Meck-
lenburg County District Court judge and, 
before that, a local district attorney. Active in 
Republican politics, he served as chair of the 
party in the 1970s.

The DC Circuit is often thought of as the sec-
ond highest court in the land, hearing many 
cases that originate with or involve federal 
agencies. Little known to most, Noble Sen-
telle was on Ronald Reagan’s short list for 
appointment to the nation’s highest court.

When first nominated to the DC Circuit, 
Noble Sentelle appeared before Teddy Ken-
nedy’s Senate Judiciary Committee. In ex-

amining Sentelle, Teddy asked David if it 
were true that he was a Freemason. David 
replied in the affirmative. “Would you re-
sign from the fraternity in order to be ap-
pointed to the federal bench?” Kennedy 
smirked. “Absolutely not,” David replied. 
David went on to tell the committee that 
his father had been a Master Mason for 
his lifetime and that he had been a Mason 
all of his adult life. He made it clear that he 
would not consider quitting the fraternity 
to satisfy the political correctness of liber-
al Democrats. And in so doing he became 
an inspiration to 72,000 North Carolina 
Masons.

Noble Sentelle joined a long list of nota-
ble judges, senators and governors who 
have been among Oasis nobility, including 
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., Jesse Helms, Jim 
Martin, and H. Pat Taylor.

 By Paul Whitfield



DESERT DUST    MARCH 2017     PAGE 19

Hillbilly Degree
WHERE:

Gaston county Shrine club
505 Pinkney Road, Dallas, NC 28034

 
WHEN:

Saturday, March 25th
beginning at 12:00 noon with lunch

 
COSTS:

Lunch at noon: $5
Mens’ degree to immediately follow: $40

Ladies’ degree to follow: $15
Tarheel degree (men only) to follow: $25

 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS:

Contact Darrell “catfish” hunt
at (704) 661-9064

Grandparents Hold Birthday Party 
at Greenville Shriners Hospital
Over its 89-year history, hun-
dreds of children have celebrat-
ed their birthday at Greenville 
Shriners Hospital while receiv-
ing treatment; however, Monday 
it was the grandparents of one 
patient who held their annual 
party at the hospital. Complete 
with balloons, a cake, a tour of 
the hospital for friends, and a re-
quest for donations in lieu of presents from guests – arthrogryposis 
patient Sadie’s grandparents, whose birthdays are within days of one 
another, honored their granddaughter through an uncommon birthday 
celebration. 
 
The devoted grandparent’s effort raised $1,400, and resulted in cov-
erage on FOX Carolina.

For more information, contact don lyerly
704-213-6775  •  donlyer@aol.com

$12
At the door $13   Public is Welcome

Children
5-10 yrs. - $6

Proceeds Go To The Building Fund
Not Tax Deductible

3RD MONDAY 
of the MONTH

6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S
HWY 150 

MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, 

PC, President 
336-996-8712

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB

May 3-4, 2017

2017 Shriners Public Relations Conference
REGISTER NOW!

Call 813-281-8162 or email shrinepr@shrinenet.org with questions.

Airport Marriott, Tampa, Florida
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In the book, The 12 Essentials of Godly Success, the author, tells of 
a speech that Chuck Swindoll made to a group of pastors. (Swindoll 
named one of the top 25 most influential preachers of the past 50 years).

Swindoll told of a mountain climber who pulled himself on to a ledge—only 
to find a rattlesnake looking at him, with his mouth open and tail rattling!   
The mountain climber froze.  The rattler struck.  The man shifted so that 
the snake’s fangs barely missed grazing his neck; however, the snake’s 
fangs got caught in the back of the climber’s sweater. 

Beside his neck the mountain climber could feel the snake trying to get 
loose!  Finding himself leaning over a cliff with a large rattlesnake wrapped 
around his head, the climber reached around and he got a death grip on 
the snake’s head and began to squeeze. 

He said later he could feel the hot venom dripping down his neck from 
the snake’s fangs that were still caught in his sweater.  He squeezed for a 
long time until he was sure the snake was not moving anymore. 

After telling this story Swindoll paused, looked around at his audience 
and said, “There are some of you people right here who are feeling the 
hot venom on your neck right now. You have played with sin, and it is 
about to take you down.”  (End, quote)

Playing with sin.  We might call that TEMPTATION.

If we are thinking of some sin, can we feel the hot venom running down 

Chaplain’s Corner

Of Sweaters, Hot Venom and temptation 

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners, Chaplain, McLean 
Funeral Directors (Gastonia), and Minister of Visitation of First Presbyterian-
Gastonia.  He is a Past Imperial Chaplain of Shriners International.  He can 
be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com. 

our necks right now?  When we are about to gossip or speak evil of a 
brother, do we feel that hot venom running down our necks? When we 
are about to be greedy, do we feel that hot venom running down our 
necks?

When we are about to lie, cheat or steal, can we feel that hot venom 
running down our necks?  When we say, “No one will ever know”, do we 
feel that hot venom running down our necks?

A way to avoid temptation is to be around brothers whom we love. Being 
active in our lodges, Shrine Clubs and Units, and our churches is staying 
away from snakes that wraps around our necks and bite us apart—and 
that is staying away from temptation.

Are we feeling that hot venom running down our necks right now?
May be time to RUN!
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- Mt. Mitchell Shrine club -

Our Shrine club is committed to community 
service and supporting the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. We host the famous Fall Pecan Sale, 
and participate in the annual Paper Crusade, 
car shows, parades and many other high profile 
events to benefit our children. Our annual dues 
are $20. Call for more information!

Meets First Thursday of every month, centrally located in McDowell County
contact: noble Secretary Jack wood 828-925-9663

MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

321-604-5050

Be sure 
to “LIKE” 

our Moore 
County 

Facebook 
page to 

see many 
photos!

rEMiNdEr: All ads & articles for the April edition of 
the Desert Dust must be submitted to Terry Cox - 

coxterj@hotmail.com by March 10.

Your Oasis Shrine Membership Team is pleased to announce that they 
are planning Rush Parties to promote YOUR Clubs and Oasis Shri-
ners!  These will be held at various Shrine Clubs across Oasis jurisdic-
tion and combine several Oasis Districts to reduce drive times by all 
attendees. We would like to have Clubs invite ALL of their members as 
well as Master Masons, Fellowcraft, Entered Apprentice and anyone 
possibly interested in Masonry to these parties with their families.  We 
will have a social time, meal and program on the Shrine at each meet-
ing. The itinerary for all parties will begin at 4 pm with social hour fol-
lowed by dinner at 5pm and program to follow.

The Membership Team will provide the main course for the Party with all 
Clubs requested to assist in providing  side dishes, desserts or drinks 
to compliment the meal.  We hope to make this an enjoyable time for all 
in our continued efforts to promote the largest Shrine Temple in Shrine-
dom!  So please support these parties as much as possible.

EVENT daTES and LOCaTiONS:

March 18, 2017 for District 6 & 9 at Gaston County Shrine Club,  
505 Pinkney Road, Dallas, NC 28034

March 25, 2017 for District 8, 10, & 11 at Winston Salem Shrine Club, 
4909 Hampton Road, Clemmons, NC 27103.

April 1, 2017 for District 1 & 2 at Smokey Mountain Shrine Club, 
833 Bethel Church Road, Franklin, NC 28734

April 8, 2017 for District 5 & 7 at Foothills Shrine Club which meets at 
Hibriten Lodge, 602 Wilkesboro Blvd. Lenoir, NC 28645.

April 8 for District 12 & 13 at Roman Eagle Lodge, 
11611 US 15-501, Aberdeen, NC 28315

April 15, 2017 for 3 & 4 at Land of the Sky Shrine Club, 
39 Spring Cove Road, Swannanoa, NC 28778

More information will be sent to your Club President and Secretary in 
the near future.  Any questions please call your District Rep or Member-
ship Chairman whose numbers are listed in your 2017 Directory.

Oasis Shrine district rush Parties



PAGE 22     MARCH 2017    DESERT DUST

February - March 2017

NaME CiTy, STaTE CrEaTEd diEd
George Rider Trinity, N.C. 11/11/78 1/13/17
Edwin Becton, Jr. Greensboro, N.C. 9/17/77 1/18/17
Marvin R Clinton Gastonia, N.C. 11/5/88 12/27/16
Mitchell Colvard Robbinsville, N.C. 11/30/12 12/15/16
Dennis Bowers Franklin, N.C. 8/21/93 12/18/16
Eddie Dorsett,  Jr. Mt. Airy, N.C. 3/19/64 12/29/16
William Atkinson Hamlet, N.C. 5/6/95 1/5/17
Robert Grant Gastonia, N.C. 8/29/87 1/12/17
Bailey Smith, Jr. Greensboro, N.C. 9/19/70 1/31/17

Memorials

Honors

Passed Within the unseen Temple

donations

dONOr iN MEMOry OF
Gordon Hensley James Greene
Katherine Moyle Doris Brown Miller
French Broad masonic Lodge Brother Eugene Lawson
Deforest Maness Margaret Martin, 
 William Swanson
Lexington Shrine Club  Marguerite McCutcheon
(Vernell Sutherland, Martha Hunt, 
Nat & Janet Goss, Albert Gobble, 
Edwin Yarborough) 
Erwin Lee Walter Wolfe
Vance & Poochie Neece William Russell Swanson
Sticky Burch William Rusty Swanson
Gene & Gilda Saine Mary Carolyn Leatherman
Mr & Mrs Ronald Patten Charlie McGugan
Gaston County Shrine Club Noble John Tesnear Sr
Gerri Lawrence Dennis Sockwell, Gene 
 Walser, John Rainey, 
 Joe Sugg, Sr.
Eunice Robbins Don Robbins
John Miller James  H Richardson, Jr
Everrett & Gladys Pye Marguerite McCutcheon
Winston Salem Nobelles Nancy Norman
Rowan Shrine Club S. W. Sandridge
Sticky Burch Bailey M. Smith
Deforest Maness B. M. Smith, Jr.
Elkin-Jonesville Shrine Club Kenneth Vanhoy
Doug & Jean Miller Ricky Wilson
Gene & Doris Candler Ricky Wilson
Mountain Buggies Sandra Rice
Doug & Jean Miller Rose Marie Fore
Jim & Claudine Knew Rose Marie Fore
Gene & Doris Candler Rose Marie Fore
Ray & Johnnie Bailey Rose Marie Fore
Randy Tallent Rose Marie Fore
Red Fez Shrine Club Charles Crisp
Red Fez Shrine Club Herman Brown
Cramers Mountain  Nancy Bowles Walters
Homeowners Association 
Mary Ann Deal-Keiser Charles A. Fox Sr
Sam & Barbara Morris Charlie Whylie
Bobby & Chrissy Leatherman Wray Frazier

 aMOuNT dONOr 
 $100.00  James & Betty King
 $235.00  Lake Norman Shrine Club
 $500.00  Community Foundation (Perry Rudnick Foundation)
 $500.00  John Moffitt
 $500.00  Ronald & Kaye Bach
 $100.00  Roy Stiles
 $1,500.00  Greater Charlotte Automobile Dealers
 $350.00  Randy Fesperman
 $200.00  Vickie Sudderth
 $805.00  Avery County Shrine Club
 $65.00  Sadie Franklin (age 5)
 $1,000.00  Hillbilly Parade Unit
 $3,050.00  Crowders Mountain
 $300.00  Bob & Mildred Keller
 $100.00  Thomas Mann
 $400.00  Sun n the Sands 
 $100.00  Tommy & Annie Green
 $200.00  Karen Gosewehr
 $25.00  Arnold & Deloris Clayton
 $1,100.00  Scooter Patrol
 $500.00  Sandhills Shrine Club
 $2,000.00  Red Fez Shrine Club
 $20.00  Richard & Ruth Bass
 $239.63  Wells Fargo
 $242.33  United Way
 $25.00  Donald & Judy Tucker
 $100.00  William Love, Jr
 

dONOr iN HONOr OF
Calvin Cook Funeral Home H. Mike Cook
Ken & Vickie Jarrett,  Tom & Jo Price
Allen & Doris Leatherman 
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Oasis Shrine Wagoneers We have 3 very cool antique 
firetrucks and parade annually at 
the Oasis ceremonials, Welcome 

Easter Parade, SASA fall 
convention in Myrtle Beach  and 
several Christmas parades. Very 

inexpensive to join, no vehicles to 
buy, uniform and brass is the only 
thing needed.  $15 annual dues.  

For info contact: Captain Darrell 
“catfish”hunt - 704-661-9064
or at Jdhunt3429@gmail.com

Meetings usually in the Gaston/
Mecklenburg area.  Family 

is always welcome and 
encouraged to attend meetings.Oasis Shrine Wagoneers are currently seeking new members.   

If interested in joining the Oasis Clan #13 parade unit, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

Lake Norman
Piedmont Pistons
Hendersonville
Stanly County
Red Fez
Greensboro
Crowders Mountain
Blue Ridge
Robbinsville
Rowan
Keystone Kops
Gaston
Piedmont
Avery
Land of the Sky
Cabarrus
Mountain Buggies
Drum & Bugle
Randolph
White Plains
Tri County
Elkin-Jonesville
Smokey Mountain
Appalachian
Catawba
Lincoln
Western NC
Union County
Ashe
Statesville
Lexington
East Burke Shrine Club
Oriental Band
Winston Salem
Moore County
Cherryville

Thanks in part to a bequeath from the estate of Jack Williams, Oasis 
Shrine members contributed nearly $2,124,000.00 to our Shriners 
Hospitals for Children in 2016. This is a stunning amount, and is certain 
to, once more, lead Shrine Centers worldwide. Oasis Shrine, for many 
years, has set the bar for all other Shrine Centers in contributions. 
This would not be possible except for the hard work of the members 
of Oasis. 

Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves would like to thank each and every Shriner 
who worked in all types of weather, spent untold volunteer hours, 
cooked meals, donated from their own pocket, participated in parades, 
and in many other ways made it possible for our kids to enjoy a more 
normal life. 

It is impossible to thank everyone who worked, but Illustrious Sir Mike 
extends his heartfelt appreciation and love for each Club and Unit, 
and their members, throughout Oasis for the devotion and sacrifices 
that made this donation possible. The Potentate nor Oasis Shrine 
deserves the credit. It all goes to our Nobles, Ladies and friends who 
made it possible. 

So, from the Potentate, the Divan, and every member of Oasis Shrine 
THANK YOU.

Oasis Shriners Set the Bar for 
Shrine Centers Worldwide 

Mt. Mitchell
Patrol
New River
Provost Guard
Thermal Belt
Scooter Patrol
Nascarts
Rockingham
Hillbillies
Surry County
High Point
Wagoneers
Foothills
Mountaineer
Clowns
Directors Staff
Metrolina
Gator Patrol
Sandhills
Hospital Tripsters
Highlanders
Brushy Mountain
Past Masters
Potentate Guard
Ritualistic Cast
Mystic Shrine
Oasis 500’s 
Ragtops
Surry Mini Truckers
Burke
Mecklenburg
Camping Club
Greeters
Oasis Oldies

$515,235.00
$500,100.00
$117,203.92
$95,663.44
$83,050.00
$80,325.00
$59,950.00
$50,859.75
$39,221.61
$38,287.33
$34,235.09
$33,996.85
$28,930.00
$27,076.30
$21,712.50
$20,679.45
$20,629.36
$18,191.19
$18,127.87
$17,070.05
$15,256.35
$15,239.90
$14,979.39
$14,000.99
$13,695.00
$13,163.43
$12,882.50
$12,836.00
$12,766.08
$11,992.25
$11,828.34
$11,527.00
$11,300.00
$11,193.78
$10,686.05
$9,914.49

$9,635.00
$8,775.00
$8,130.09
$7,650.00
$7,627.68
$7,600.00
$6,478.56
$5,464.06
$4,685.00
$4,196.00
$3,065.97
$3,062.00
$3,050.00
$2,780.00
$2,385.72
$2,261.00
$1,920.14
$1,879.00
$1,656.00
$1,404.69
$1,400.00
$1,282.00
$525.00
$500.00
$500.00
$495.00
$440.26
$380.00
$250.00
$225.00
$110.00
$100.00
$100.00
$40.00

CLuB/uNiT     TOTaL CLuB/uNiT     TOTaL

TOTaL  $2,123,859.43
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