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Nobles and Ladies,  
I remember as a small 
child the excitement 

I experienced just thinking 
about Christmas, Santa Claus 
and the whole spirit of the 
season.  It was almost as if I 
would tremble when I thought 
of all of the presents and fun I 
would be having.  That is the 
way I have felt this entire year, 
looking forward to the joys of 
Oasis Shrine and our mem-
bers, clubs and units.  As we 
go into the final month of the 
year, the excitement is over-
whelming.

November was an extremely 
busy but fruitful month.  I 
attended the Rowan County 
Oyster Roast and, once again, 
ate entirely too many oysters.  
But then, again, you can never 
eat too many oysters.  What a 
great yearly event that is dis-

played so well by those Rowan 
County Shriners.

Once again, Crowders Moun-
tain Shriners pulled off a fan-
tastic Golf Tournament.  You 
really have to hand it to those 
Nobles.  They really know how 
to organize an event that puts 
Shriners in a great light for 
the community.  Good job, 
Crowders Mountain.

I thoroughly enjoyed partici-
pating in the Dunlap Family 
Charity Ride.  This was a great 
event, raising money for the 
daughters of Noble Joey Dun-
lap and his Lady who were 
tragically killed in a motorcy-
cle accident on the day of the 
Spring Ceremonial in Maggie 
Valley.  It warms my heart to 
know that Oasis Shriners go 
out of their way to produce 
such a wonderful and gener-

ous event.  It just shows that 
our Fraternity is one big fam-
ily, and we take care of our 
own.

The season for Installation of 
Officers is here.  I was hon-
ored to preside at the Instal-
lation of Officers for the Lake 
Norman Shrine Club, and 
swelled with pride to install 
the officers of our newest 
Shrine Club, Mystic Shrine 
Club in Kernersville.  In ad-
dition, was extremely pleased 
that there were 20 new mem-
bers of Oasis Shrine from the 
Ceremonial that joined Mystic 
Shrine Club.  Those guys have 
already hit the ground run-
ning, with more than 25 mem-
bers ready to get to work.

I am so excited about Oa-
sis’ re-entry into the Shrine 
Bowl after several years of 
non-participation.  December 
19th has already stacked up 
to be a great day for members 
and friends of Oasis Shrine.  
Thanks to the efforts of Nobles 
John Cable and Donnie Wrenn, 

two buses will be provided 
to transport members and 
guests from Greensboro and 
Charlotte to the game.  Once 
everyone is at the game, Oasis 
will provide a spectacular tail-
gate party with barbecue and 
all the fixings.  Those buses 
will leave Greensboro Shrine 
Club and Red Fez Shrine Club 
on the morning of the game.  
Look elsewhere in this edition 
of the Desert Dust for informa-
tion about this exciting event.

We are fast approaching the 
Christmas season.  I want ev-
eryone to keep in mind the 
reason for the season.  As 
Masons and Shriners, we all 
know and understand that 
there is a higher power driv-
ing us to help the Burned and 
Crippled child.  We should not 
lose sight of the reason we cel-
ebrate this time of year, and 
give thanks every day that we 
have been enabled to provide 
the funding and the help to 
make certain that our children 
are able to enjoy this season.  
It makes me proud every-

where I turn to see the great 
work the Nobles and Ladies of 
Oasis continue to accomplish.  
Lady Mary and I are so grate-
ful to have been so deeply in-
volved with the efforts of all of 
our friends in Oasis.  We will 
be forever grateful to you for 
providing us this special op-
portunity, and feel so blessed 
to have so many friends with 
such big hearts.  We love each 
and every one of you.

Keep in mind the election of 
officers on December 5th at 
Oasis Temple.  The attendance 
has been less than we would 
like to see in years past, but 
we would love to have you at-
tend one of the most impor-
tant events of the year.  This is 
when we elect the officers who 
will lead your Temple for the 
next year, and you need to be 
a part of it.

Looking forward to next 
month, I hope you have made 
your reservations for the Oa-
sis Club and Unit Appreciation 
Night and the Installation of 

Officers.  This is perhaps the 
largest events of the year for 
our members, and is always 
a great time.  We want to see 
you there.

In closing, my time as Poten-
tate is coming to an end soon.  
I will be moved into the “Past” 
column.  There are a number 
of events that cause my chest 
to swell.  My marriage to Lady 
Mary; the birth of my chil-
dren; being raised a Master 
Mason, and; serving you, my 
dear Brothers and Sisters as 
Potentate of Oasis Shrine.  No 
words can describe how im-
portant the years leading to 
this special year, and the year 
I have served as Potentate has 
been to Lady Mary and me.  
This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
honor that so few people can 
enjoy, and I thank you from 
the depths of my heart for giv-
ing me this opportunity.  We 
love you, and will remember 
this time forever.

Yours in the Faith 
Todd 

Hello Nobles, Ladies, 
and Friends of the 
Shrine.  Well, I hope 

everyone is enjoying the fall 
and had a chance to attend 
our ceremonial in Charlotte 
last weekend.  Wow, 103 can-
didates, many, many of whom 
were of the younger persua-
sion.  

This month let’s take this 
conversation in a totally dif-
ferent direction and have 
a little fun.  Generally we 
discuss all things Shrine, 
but let’s add a bit of jovial 
non-Shrine fun today to help 
celebrate the upcoming hol-
idays.

Let’s talk about left-hand-
ers………….bet you didn’t 
see that coming.  Since I am 
left-handed (much to my first 
grade teacher’s chagrin), this 
is a personal topic to me.  I 
have always felt that the major-
ity right-handers in the world 
are always trying to keep us 
lefties down (smile).  The 
statistics will tell you that only 
10% of our population is left-
handed, but I promise you, 
over 50% of my friends are 
lefties.  This leads me to con-
clude that lefties must be sub-
liminally drawn to each other 
socially (probably for the in-
nate need for protection from 
righties) (another smile).

This type of discussion always 
has to begin with famous left-
handers, so here are just a 
few:

• Recent left-handed US Presi-
dents include Barack Obama, 
Bill Clinton, George H.W. 
Bush, and Gerald Ford

• Prince William of Cambridge 
is a lefty

• Oprah Winfrey is a lefty

• Most musicians, life Paul 
McCartney are lefties

• Pele, the famous soccer 
player was a lefty

• Actress Julia Roberts and ac-
tor Justin Bieber are left-hand-
ed (yeah, I want to balance the 
comparisons with adding in 
“the beeb”).

• And if you are a Simpsons 
cartoon fan, many characters 
are left handed such as Bart 
Simpson, Seymour Skinner, 
Ned Flanders, Marge Simpson, 
and Moe Szyslak.  This may 
have something to do with 
the creator of the show, Matt 
Groening being a lefty.

You may hear the expression 
that left-handers are in their 
right mind, since the right side 
of the brain is the dominant 
controllers for lefties.  Other 
lefties factoids include:

• Lefties have a higher rate of 
psychosis (mental disorders)

• Lefties are more apt to have 
ADHD and dyslexia

• Lefties have a lower rate of 
arthritis and ulcers

• Left-handed cave dwellers 
were also in the minority  (this 
discrimination has been going 
on for a long, long time)

• Lefties make better artists

• Nationally, lefties’ salaries 
are 10% lower than their 
right-handed counterparts

• Lefties tend to be more af-
fected by fear (I can attest to 
that)

• Lefties drink alcohol more 
often than their righty coun-
terparts (I’ll drink to that)

• August 13 is International 
Left Handers Day (Mark that 
one on your calendar and give 
me a call!!)

• And last, but not least, when 
it comes to survival, lefties 

come out on top.  Lefties tend 
to be better fighters since their 
opponents have fewer to train 
with (example, Rocky Balboa 
was a lefty-remember that left 
hook?).

O.K., you really have let me 
take up way too much of your 
time, but sometimes it is just 
nice to have a little fun with 
our conversation.

Things continue to go well 
here at Oasis, and we would 
love to have you stop by and 
visit your temple.  Take care 
until next month, and remem-
ber, the work you do for our 
fraternity and philanthropy 
is sincerely appreciated and  
essential to our hospitals and 
the children they serve.

Gary   
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Oasis Schedule
2015

December 4 Patrol Covered Dish

December 5 Stated Divan meeting 11:00am

December 5 Oasis 2016 Elections

December 12 Gator Breakfast/Cat Square

December 19 Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas 

December 25  Christmas

2016
January 1 New Year’s Day

January 8 Proposed last Divan meeting 

 for 2015 Pote

January 8 Club/Unit Appreciation/Awards 

January 9 2016 Officer Installation

Official publication of, for and by

Oasis Shriners

Illustrious Sir Todd Ham - Potentate 

604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262-8410

Phone: 704-549-9600

EDIToR:  Noble Terry J. Cox
coxterj@hotmail.com 

http://www.OasisShriners.org

2015 DIVAN
Chief Rabban  Johnny King 
Assistant Rabban      Mike Neaves 
High Priest and Prophet John Burgess 
Treasurer   William (Bill) M. Harward, PP
Recorder      Gary D. Taylor, PP
Oriental Guide  Kenneth Jarrett 
1st Ceremonial Master Bill Carter 
2nd Ceremonial Master Tommy Helms
Director    David Johnson 
Marshal    Chris Hall
Captain of the Guard  Rodney Morgan
Outer Guard  George T. Wilcox 

YOUR AWARD-
WINNING 

DESERT DUST

WINNER 
AT THE

2013 & 2014 
Dromedary 

Awards

Mystic Shrine Club Created by Illustrious Sir Todd Ham

During the highly successful Fall Ceremonial at Oasis 
Shrine Center, Illustrious Sir Todd Ham had the plea-
sure of creating the Newest Shrine Club under the  
Oasis Umbrella.

Mystic Shrine Club submitted a request to form a new 
club in the Piedmont Triad town of Kernersville.  Due to 
the proximity of Kernersville to other Piedmont clubs, 
members from eastern Forsyth County, western Guilford 
County, Northern Davidson County and southern Rocking-
ham County found it difficult to travel to the closest club to 
their residence.  Although Mystic Shrine Club welcomes 
Nobles from any area in the Oasis region, it will give those 
Nobles who want to be active in our wonderful Shrine 
easier access to a club in their immediate area.  Due to 
the prospect of a new Shrine Club in the area, twenty (20) 
new Shriners were made from the area, and will become 
Charter members of Mystic.  Further, approximately twen-
ty-five (25) Oasis Nobles from the area who currently do 

not belong to a Shrine club will also join, making Charter 
membership very close to 50 members.  

Congratulations to Noble Chad Delp, appointed as Presi-
dent by Illustrious Sir Todd, and to the newly formed Mys-
tic Shrine Club.  We expect great things to come out of 
this club.  
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Reckless Band

Country/Southern Rock, Rock/Classic Rock
The Reckless Band is widely known for being just that:  
Reckless. They mix Country, Rock, and Southern Rock covers 
with unpredictable stage antics, uncharacteristic of a “country” 
band. Their live performances have landed them in clubs they 
had only dreamed of playing, such as the War Eagle Super Club 
in Auburn, Rhythm & Brews in Tuscaloosa, and The Iron Horse 
Cafe in Birmingham. In addition to their steady club presence, 
they have entertained scores of Greek and other private 
parties, such as weddings, birthdays, corporate events, golf 
tournaments, tailgates, and just about anything else you could 
think of all over the Southeast. Professional yet unpredictable, 
The Reckless Band always fills the stage with a rock star 
presence from down home boys. For this band the party’s just 
getting started, and will for years to come!!

http://crescentmoonentertainment.com/reckless-band/

Host Hotel: Courtyard Marriott 
Charlotte University Research Park 
333 West WT Harris Blvd. 
Charlotte, NC 28262
Reservation line: 800-321-2211 or 704-549-4888
Room Rate: $89 includes breakfast buffet from 7am-10am 
Block Code: Oasis Shriners Installation
Room Type: King or Two Queen Beds
Cut-Off Date: Thursday, December 17, 2015

Hilton
8629 JM Keynes Drive
Charlotte, NC 28262
Reservation line: 704-547-7444 or on line at 
www.charlotteuniversity.hilton.com
Room Rate: starting at $95.00
Block Code: Oasis Shriners Installation 
Room Type: King or Doubles
Cut-Off Date: Tuesday, December 22, 2015

Oasis Shriners
Club & Unit Appreciation Night

Friday, January 8, 2016
“Generations Marching for Kids”

Please join us in recognizing the 80+ hardworking Clubs and Units who have made 
tremendous strides in their ongoing fundraising efforts for

Shriners Hospitals for Children.

1:00pm-3:00pm Hospitality at the Courtyard Marriott 
4:30pm Memorial Service
5:30pm Social
6:30pm Dinner
7:15pm Awards Presentation
8:15pm-12:00am Social, Dancing & Entertainment 
10:00pm-12:00am Hospitality at Courtyard Marriott

***Dress code: Casual
Shuttle service will be available to/from Oasis to 
Marriott and Hilton Hotels
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Shrine Logo 
MonograMMed 

StadiuM 
BLanketS

Stay warm; 50” x 60” 
anti-pill, washable, fleece

Multiple colors avalable at Temple
$25 at Temple; $30 via mail order

Oasis Potentate Guard Fundraising
MAIL ORDERS REQUEST SEND EMAIL 

TO ROGERNHELMS@GMAIL.COM

 Beige       Burgundy       Gray            Navy            Pink

     

Membership Update

Nobles, When was the last time you witnessed more than 
one hundred (100) new Sons of the Desert cross the hot 
sands and join Oasis during a single Ceremonial? If you 

were present at Oasis during the Fall Ceremonial, then you wit-
nessed this historic occasion which transpired for the first time 
in more than fifteen (15) years. Indeed, words cannot describe 
the thrill and excitement which pervaded the atmosphere at Oa-
sis during the weekend’s festivities. As candidates continued to 
enter the lobby like a caravan of thirsty camels wandering in 
the desert, our Oasis nobility stood ready to welcome these 103 
men into our mystic Order. 

A HUGE tip of the Fez and note of appreciation is in order to the 
entire Oasis Membership Team for their diligent assistance that 
was in part responsible for such a successful class of candidates. 
From our District Representatives to our Vice Chairmen, the team 
was engaged in an “all hands on deck” effort to make this event 
a tremendous success. A hearty congratulations is in order to Ill. 
Sir Terry K. Jones, PP and Captain of the Past Masters’ Unit, as 
Oasis has completed the two year journey of successfully plac-
ing a Blue Lodge Ambassador within each of the 192 Masonic 
lodges throughout the fifty (50) county Oasis jurisdiction. This 
joint initiative between the Past Masters Unit and the Membership 
Team, as well as countless nobles and brethren, is a testament to 
the excellent relationship and camaraderie which exists between 
our lodges and the Shrine. North Carolina is fortunate to have 
superior Grand Lodge leadership who values, supports, and ac-
tively participates in our work for Shriners Hospitals for Children.

I would be remiss if I did not extend our thanks to Illustrious 
Sir Todd Ham for his guidance and leadership this year, giv-
ing the Membership Team leadership to successfully fulfill their 
goals. Due to his efforts, a new generation of young Shriners has 
joined our ranks to carry our message on to future generations.

Remember, if you were a top-line signer for three (3) or more 
nobles this year, then Oasis will pay your 2016 Oasis dues. This 
was one of our membership incentives throughout the year. Also, 
keep in mind that if a noble who joined Oasis this year decided 
to join a club or unit, then Oasis will pay his 2016 club or unit 
dues. Please remind your candidates of this excellent incentive to 
quickly become an active, lifelong Shriner.

The “membership numbers game” is a matter of NPDs, reten-
tion, restoration, creations, and deaths (the Black Camel), all 
numbers which figure into the equation throughout the year. 
However, there is something much more important than any 
membership numbers game. There is no substitution for a 
man who is happy and content in an organization he decided 
to join. If he feels as though he has a place, and that his family 
is welcomed and included, and that he is able to contribute in 
a meaningful manner with appreciation and acknowledgement, 
then he will become an active member for life. All brethren 
should reach forth the fraternal hand of welcome and embrace 
one another in the bonds of fellowship and brotherly love. So 
mote it be!

YITF, 
Chris Hall 
Membership Chairman 
Oasis Shriners
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2015 Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas
Oasis Shriners are back in the Shrine Bowl of the 
Carolina’s and looking to arrive in a big way on 
Saturday December 19th. Illustrious Sir Todd Ham 
has pulled out all the stops to make this the best 
Shrine Bowl yet. 

Oasis Headquarters will have a large tent set up 
outside the North Carolina upper side stadium en-
trance and supplying game goers with a full out 
tailgate pre-game meal of BBQ with all the fixings 
to all Oasis Shriner and their guests. We are ask-
ing that all persons attending the tailgate to bring 
your own folding chair, since no other seating will 
be supplied at the tailgate. 

The Red Fez and Greensboro Shrine Clubs have 
arranged for chartered luxury buses to take pa-
trons to and from the game, for those who do not 
want to drive. There is storage on each coach for 
your folding chairs, so make sure to bring them. 
The cost of riding from Greensboro is $25.00 per 
person and it is $50.00 a person from Charlotte. 
This price includes the bus trip to and from the 
game, game day ticket and tailgate. 

Buses will depart The Greensboro Shrine Club at 
7:45am and the Red Fez Shrine Club at 8:30am the 
day of the game. They will arrive at Gibbs Stadium 
in time for all the festivities and park next to the 
tailgate tent. Buses are filling up so call and se-
cure your seat today. If we have enough interest, 
other buses maybe added with a possible third 
location of the Temple.  

Information about the Greensboro bus contact 
John Cable at 336-880-5790. Information about the 
Red Fez bus contact Donnie Wrenn at 980-521-3523.

Please come out and enjoy one of the best events 
Oasis has planned this year. There will be special 
prizes for persons ridding the buses, so save the 
hassle and expense of driving and paying to park, 
just ride the buses.
SEE YOU THERE.  

ITINERARy of GAmE DAy EVENTS:

 8:00 am. Parade Line Up 
 9:00 am. Parade Starts
10:00 am. North / South Little League 
 Game Kickoff 
11:30 am. Shrine Bowl Player Warm Ups  
12:00 pm. Shrine Bowl Pre-Game 
 Announcements
 1:00 pm. 79th Shrine Bowl Kickoff 

Shrine Bowl Blazer Presentations
Oasis Shriners were host to five of eight Shrine Bowl blaz-
er presentations this year. They were awarded on dates 
selected by each recipient at their home field. The first 
was presented to Coach Shane Handy of Randleman High 
School on Wednesday September 30th. The next night, Oc-

tober 1st Oasis members were at North Davidson 
High School to present Coach Mark Holcomb his.

On Friday October 9th Head Athletic Trainer Jeff 
Guffy at Southern Guilford High School was award-

ed his green blazer. The following Friday 
night October 16th, Coach Kelly Holder of 
Mt. Airy High School received his green 
Shrine Bowl blazer. The last blazer in Oa-
sis jurisdiction was presented at Asheville 
High School to Coach Charlie Metcalf on 
Friday October 23.

Congratulations to each of the five recipi-
ents on achieving this high honor. 

On a side note, each of the five games at-
tended by Oasis Shriners had the home 
teams winning big.   

Coach Kelly Holder - mt Airy

Coach mark Holcomb - North Davidson High School

Coach Charlie metcalf - Asheville High

Coach Shane Handy - Randleman High School

Not pictured: Jeff Guffy 
of Southern Guilford High 
School. He will be featured 
in the January issue of the 
Desert Dust.
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Jeffery L Cardwell Terri Clemmons
Michael L Tatum Kristina Stokesdale
Randy Lovgren Ruth Albemarle
Jarrod M Howell  Concord
Fred L Sherrill Iv  Raleigh
David S Bassett Martha Kernersville
Brian D Furniss-Roe Mandy Kernersville
Harold D Humphries Denallia Gastonia 
Christopher L Etherton Shana  Belmont
Brian L Loflin Heather Salisbury
Ronnie L Loflin Susan  Salisbury
John R Day  Elkin
William A Bryson  Belmont
Donald J Wade Katrina  
William G Ford Tammy Matthews
Fernando J Ruiz  Charlotte
Billy W Parsons Diane  Candor
James A Shirlen Nicole  Belmont
Troy A Motz  Lawndale
James D Aldridge Brooke Cherryville
Craig A Moose Lynn Faith
David T Gibson  Wilkesboro
Russell D Harrelson Amanda  Vale
Timothy G Boggs Brenda  Gastonia
Robert G Iannucci Jowine Charlotte
Andrew F Calhoun Ashley  West Jefferson
Cameron A Lachacz  Charlotte 
Jimmy D Hunt  Charlotte 
Robert W Meece Ada Rockingham 
Tommy B Greene Annie  Ellerbe 
Mark C Lister  Nebo 
Donald R Greene Cheryl Rockingham 
Timothy A Thompson Judy  Pinehurst 
Nhan D Vu  Charlotte
Matthew C Clapham Holly Charlotte
Edward T Hill Alicia West End
Edward W Bullins Peggy Kernersville
Josh A Baker DeLee Winston Salem
Clayborn A McLean Jr  Gastonia
Jeffrey M Weaver Tammy Kannapolis
Timothy J Grabus Christina  Kernersville
Chris S Harrison Donel Williams  Rockwell
Lester R Gray  Kannapolis
Larry S Riggs  Concord
David S Ross  Concord
Randy E Cauthen II Amanda Smith  Kannapolis
Ray E Willard Donna Mount Holly
David M Morton Sarah New London
Eston G West Jr. Terri Albemarle
Tommy A Crowell  New London
Mark A Crowell  Richfield 
Michael G Barkand Shana Albemarle

Charlie L Smith Tobi 
William D Rowland Cheryll Kernersville
Thomas N Conner  Gastonia
Jonathan D Dunigan  Lincolnton
Clayton D Davis Sharry  Winston Salem
Donald R Abernethy Diana Lincolnton
William S Laughinghouse Tammy Mooresville
Jason D Caldwell Diandra Charlotte
Allen C Casstevens Jamie  Kernersville 
Stephen R Wood Nelva Winston Salem
Kyle R Kretchman Ashley  Winston Salem
William J Kalbas Jackie  Charlotte
Kim R Kretchman Pauline  Walnut Cove
Joshua D Blake Erin  Greensboro 
Igor Silka Sandra  Asheville
Anthony Susana  Indian Trail
Brian E Sossamon  
Brian E Sossamon Torie Monroe
John E Thompson Virginia Winston Salem
John W Jones Karen Salisbury
Philip P Johnson  Winston Salem
Larry J Toth  Winston Salem 
Joshua N Broome Brandi Thomasville
Elmer D Garland Barbara Bakersville
Michael J Matty Josefina Newton 
Larry W Millsaps Elaine Lenoir
Edward P Peak  Statesville
Thomas E Baker Carol Charlotte
David E Boutwell Beverly Green Mountain
Shanon L Brooks Diana Kernersville
Archie T Cashion  Lewisville
Marc R Chester Kim Granite Falls
Darrell E Davis Phyllis Kernersville
Daniel M Finger  
Daniel M Finger Shannon  Dallas
Wayne A Greiner Kathy Claremont
Timothy S Holt Jessica Charlotte
Ricky L Horn  Charlotte
Todd M Hurm Ann Kernersville
Russell C Mackey  Dallas
Ryan M Mason  Winston Salem
Christopher B McConnell  Franklin
Larry G Monroe Mary  Charlotte
Gregory S Norman Julie  Kernersville
Rich J Palmer Heather Kings Mountain
Eric H Pasour Emily  Bessemer City
Matthew B Smith Lesa Kernersville
Casey D South  West Jefferson
James M Stepp Jr. Staci Winston Salem
Steven B Taylor Kim Kernersville 
Jeffrey M White Julie  Kernersville 

NAmE SPoUSE CITy NAmE SPoUSE CITy

NOTICE OF 
2016 

ELECTIONS
In accordance with Article 25, §325.1 of the Bylaws 
of the Shriners International, notice is hereby 
given for the election of officers of Oasis Shriners 
at a stated meeting commencing at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 at the Oasis Shrine 
Center at 604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, North 
Carolina, 28262. Elected will be the seven officers 
of the Divan comprising the Board of Directors, 
including Potentate, Chief Rabban, Assistant 
Rabban, High Priest & Prophet, Oriental Guide, 
Recorder and Treasurer. In addition, election will 
be held for four representatives to the Imperial 
Session and two representatives to the South 
Atlantic Shrine Association.

Article 25, §325.11
Election Regulations

(a) Electioneering.   A candidate for an 
elected office in a Shrine temple may print, publish 
and circulate during the year he is seeking the 
elected office, a resume consisting of his educational 
background, his vocational history, and his 
Masonic and Shrine record. Except as provided 
in the prior sentence, the printing, publication, 
circulating or distribution of resolutions, letters, 
telegrams, tickets, email or other devices, by a 
unit, club, Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, 
recommending, opposing, or containing the names 
of proposed candidates for office in the temple is 
prohibited.

(b) Expenditures Prohibited.   The expenditure of 
money for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf 
of a candidate for elected office is prohibited.

(c) Violation.   For any violation of (a) or (b), the 
Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending 
Noble, and he may declare the election of the 
officers void and order a new election.

(d) Notice.  At least one week prior to the annual 
meeting or any election, the temple Recorder shall 
mail to each member a notice thereof containing 
this section.

Amend. 2011
Gary D. Taylor, PP, Recorder
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Only $20 ~ Contact Oasis Temple
Can Be Mailed or Purchased Onsite

Only $20 ~ Contact Oasis Temple
Can Be Mailed or Purchased Onsite

~ 36th Masonic District ~

Dunlap FaMily poker run
Masons and Shriners from the 
36th Masonic District raised 
over $4000 for the orphaned 
children of Joey and Michelle 
Dunlap on October 24.  Poker run 
started at Dallas Park, stopped 
at Gaston lodge 263, Stanley 714, 
Southfork 462, Whetstone 515 
and Cherryville 505.  With a po-
lice escort back to Dallas Park.  

Over 100 motorcycles and hot 
rods participated.  Oasis Poten-
tate Todd Ham and Divan Tommy 
Helms rode in this event as well 
as the motorcycle lodge Knights 
of Solomon.

This event was coordinated by 
Brother David Jones, Brother 
Fred Cloninger, Brother Chris 
Houser, District Deputy 
Grand Master, and Benjie 
Creasman, District Deputy 
Grand Lecturer.

CAPT. NOBLE SHEA FADEL, PC 
CHARLOTTE – 704/309-5396

LT. NOBLE DOUG TEAGUE, PC
TAYLORSVILLE – 828/381-8415

SEC. NOBLE JOHN ELDER, PC PP
HIGH POINT – 336/687-8139

NOBLE ALLEN JONES, PC
 THOMASVILLE – 336/313-0346

ThE OASIS 
TEmplE BAND

DID yoU PLAy IN A HIGH SCHooL 
BAND oR CoLLEGE BAND?

If So WE NEED yoU!
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Wind? Rain? Knee Operation?  
“The Beat on the Street” Marches On

Your Drum & Bugle 
Corps would like to say 
that we hope everyone 

had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
As we haven’t visited with you 
in a while, we wanted to take a 
moment to catch up. 

One sign that summer is ending 
is the SASA parade weekend at 
Myrtle Beach.  This year, having 
to get down to the beach in time 
for a Friday night parade meant 
we would have to work a little 
harder to be on time.  In the 
end everything came together 
and we stepped off from 11th 
Avenue right on time heading 
south toward the judges stand.  

We were excited to see a big 
crowd cheering and shout-
ing from the sidewalks, barri-
cades, balconies and parking 
decks! Everything was going 
just great. True to his word, 
Illustrious Sir Todd Ham once 
again was a Marching Potentate 
and joined by members of the 
Potentate Guard Unit, we were 
in step and looking good, until, 
... a raindrop?  Now there was 
a very nice breeze blowing, and 
perhaps several of us thought 

we felt something wet, but no-
body really wanted to wonder 
if it was starting to rain.  We 
didn’t have to wait long to feel 
the truth as the wind changed 
from breeze to gust and the 
raindrop became a downpour.    

What to do? Keep playing those 
drums and marching!  And, 
as there were still people on 
the street watching the parade 
in the rain, our Drum Ma-
jor called for a song and the 
buglers joined in by playing 
a wet version of “When the 
Saints Go Marching In”.  After 
all, once you’re wet and there 
is nowhere to go, you may as 
well just roll with it.  And be-
sides that, the Noble Brothers 
in the Patrol Color Guard were 
still marching down the street 
with the Colors in front of us.  
If they weren’t gonna stop, you 
can bet we weren’t gonna stop.  
The old but always friendly ri-
valry continues.

We especially give a tip of the 
fez to our Drum Major, Past 
Captain Eddie Wilson for lead-
ing us even though he had knee 
surgery not so many weeks be-

fore.  Rehab, rehab, rehab.

Our always popular Hospitality 
Room was once again a gather-
ing spot for the renewing of old 
friendships and getting a bite 
to eat and something to drink. 
The crowd on Friday night after 
the parade stayed well into the 
night. The room was also open 
on Saturday. Many thanks go to 
our Captain Dave Wallace and 
Lady Betsy, along with the many 
volunteers that made sure the 
room was ready to go.

A couple of weeks at home, and 
it was time for another parade 
in Oxford at the Homecoming 
Celebration for The Masonic 
Home for Children.  The cloudy 
overcast conditions perhaps 
had some thinking, “could it 
really rain on one of our pa-
rades again?”  It never did rain 
and the parade started on time 
and was a success.  As in pre-
vious parades, our Potentate, 
Illustrious Sir Todd Ham, and 
the Potentate Guard, marched 
with the Corps. Shrine Bowl 
King Dustin Edmondson took 
I.S. Todd’s place in an Oasis 
Ragtop waving to the crowd.  

For a second straight year, 
the Corps was able to donate 
a treasure chest full of MHCO 
piggy banks.  The members, 
along with family and friends 
had been filling the little red 
banks with change all year and 
once again were able to pres-
ent them to Kevin Otis of the 
MHCO.  The banks are avail-
able for you or your unit or 
club.  Just contact Kevin at the 
Home for details.

We couldn’t catch up without 
saying hello to all one hundred 
and three (103) new Nobles 

that joined our great fraternity 
during the Fall Ceremonial.  
Congratulations!  This may be 
the first issue of the award win-
ning Desert Dust that has come 
to your home.  It is loaded 
with helpful information about 
clubs and units along with im-
portant dates and times of Oasis 
events.  You have been encour-
aged to visit a club or parade 
unit as soon as possible.  Being 
involved will surely open new 
doors of fellowship and fun 
as you begin your Shrine jour-
ney.  Of course, you are always 
invited to visit us at one of our 
D&B Corps meetings.  We are 
very active and our calendar 
has plenty of opportunities for 
your family as well.

Hope to see you at the Annual 

Elections on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5th and at the Shrine Bowl 
on Saturday, December 19th.  
As a new member of Oasis, we 
encourage you to come out and 
take part in the elections.  As for 
the Shrine Bowl, we are taking a 
big crowd down to Spartanburg.  
It will be a full and fun day as we 
start with a pre-game parade.  
Of course there will also be 
pre-game tailgating before we 
go inside to cheer on the North 
Carolina team.  We don’t know 
who will win yet, but what we do 
know is …. “When the Hospital 
wins, we all win”.

Lastly, we send our sincere wish 
to each of you for a safe and won-
derful holiday season.   May the 
hearts of you and yours be filled 
with great joy this Christmas. 

Captain “Jack” Stallings 704-609-0535

jumping hurdles for Children

oAsis dune CATs
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Illustrious Sir Todd enjoying the 
best of Rowan County Oysters

WE PLAY FOR THE CHILDREN
YOU DO NOT NEED TO KNOW HOW TO PLAY

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN 
LARRY  

GREGORY 
AT 

336-272-4011 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

COME JOIN THE OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

A Message from the  Imperial Potentate
Dear Fellow Nobles, 

It has been a very busy few months for Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children®. 

The Shriners Hospitals for Children Open, one of our two most 
significant signature events, just concluded in Las Vegas. The win-
ner was Smylie Kaufman, who shot 10-under 61. It was the fifth 
PGA Tour start for the 23-year old former LSU player. In addition 

to being an outstand-
ing professional golf-
ing event, the tourna-
ment is a tremendous 
opportunity to raise 
awareness of both our 
fraternity and our phi-
lanthropy. In addition 
to the many spectators 
on hand who may have 
learned about our two 

great organizations for the first time, the tournament typically gar-
ners massive quantities of media attention, and is televised on the 
Golf Channel. 

I want to thank everyone who worked so hard to make this event 
such a success – tournament staff, headquarters staff, volunteers, 
nobles and especially our patients. We appreciate your hard work, 
dedication and commitment to our organizations. 

At this year’s Open, there was a definite emphasis on Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children, including several patients who acted as standard 
bearers. Their presence 
was an extremely power-
ful, visual showcase of the 
strength and confidence 
of our patients, and the 
expert care and support 
they receive. It is wonder-
ful to see them overcome 
tremendous challenges 

and be active participants in their communities and in the larger world. 

National Patient Ambassadors Katharine Koonce and Clint Crain were 
also on hand, sharing their stories and leading the Hospital Experi-
ence, a hands-on event giving both the professional golfers and the 
public an opportunity to experience a bit of what it means to live with 
a disability. 

We applaud all of the patients who participated in the Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children Open. We are humbled by their strength, confi-
dence, tenacity and example, and are very proud to have played a part 
in strengthening them and improving their lives. When you see our 
patients outside of the hospital setting, doing well and just being them-
selves, it truly brings home what our mission as Shriners is all about. 

I also want to thank noted actor, former patient and Love to the res-
cue® ambassador RJ Mitte for his continuing commitment to raising 

awareness of the issue of bul-
lying, especially as it impacts 
children with disability. For 
the second year, Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children partnered 
with Mitte to present the #Cut-
TheBull campaign, which fea-
tures a website (CutTheBull.
com) with personal stories 
from kids (including some of 

our patients) regarding the experience of being bullied, standing up 
to bullying and information on how individuals can help to stop this 
selfish, hurtful behavior. Some of our patients took the initiative a step 
further and spoke out on their own on this topic at schools and in 
social media. We are very proud of all our patients who have bravely 
added their voices to the call to cut the bull. 

As the end of the year approaches, a glance at the calendar lets us know 
many things are coming soon – including annual dues payments. As 
you know, at Imperial Session in Houston this past July, a $15 increase 
in the per-capita amount was voted on and approved, beginning in 
2016. However, we want to be sure all nobles are aware of other pro-
grams and options. For example, if you wish to invest in a Per-Capita 

Life Membership, you may do so for a total of $450 (thirty times 
the current amount) until the end of the calendar year. Beginning 
Jan. 1, 2016, the cost of a Per-Capita Life Membership will be $900.  
There are also Permanent Contributing Membership (for the Hos-
pital Assessment) and/or a Temple Life Membership options. To 
learn more about these programs, contact your local temple. After 
careful review of the options, please 
make the decision that is best for 
you, and remember that your dues 
payments support the programs 
and efforts of Shriners Interna-
tional and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, your fraternity and your 
philanthropy. 

We will start the New Year with 
the Rose Parade and the East-West 
Shrine Game, which are both tre-
mendous opportunities to raise 
awareness. This will be our sixth 
appearance in the Rose Parade, 
which is televised internationally, and our 91st East-West Shrine 
Game. The East-West Shrine Game brings together the Shriners 
family, as well as college football fans from around the country. 
Each of us has a responsibility to support the marketing efforts and 
signature events of Shriners Hospitals for Children. However, our 
personal willingness to share the stories of our two great organiza-
tions, and our individual commitments to them, are just as impor-
tant, especially in terms of increasing membership. As Imperial 
Membership Committee Chairman Jeff Sowder has reminded us, 
every one of us is part of the membership committee and needs to 
be working to promote Shriners International and actively discover 
and recruit potential new nobles. 

Let’s all recommit ourselves to making a concerted effort on behalf 
of Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children every 
day, in some way. 

Thank you for all you do for your fraternity and philanthropy. 

Yours in the faith, 
Jerry Gantt
Imperial Potentate

Shriners: Changing the 
World through Caring for 
Kids—we call it

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Tom Barnhardt
Home: 704-932-0727  •  Cell: 704-796-5762

Can ye play the pipes?
Can ye play the drum?

Would you like to?
The Oasis Highlanders are recruiting new 
members and would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is the willingness 
to learn a rare skill. We also would like to 
have a drum major...Interested?
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Jon Tilly  •  704-392-6875  •  jtilly@bellsouth.net
Steve Chachoff  •  704-392-3848  •  stevechachoff@yahoo.com

Net proceeds benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children

Oasis Young Shriners Club
PreSident - 

JeSSe CamPbell
VP - Cory Hunt 

treaSurer - 
Cody GuStafSon

SeCretary - 
rory byerS

We now have Oasis Young Shriners Club bracelets 
free with membership or for donation.

if you are under forty and interested in joining - 
Contact young.shriners@gmail.com

Illustrious Sir Todd enjoying the 
best of Rowan County Oysters

Red Fez Shrine Club
Children’s Christmas Party
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Halloween & Ceremonial Banquet
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The Potentate, the Grand Master, 
the Past Masters’ Unit Captain, 
and the Membership Chairman 
all enjoyed taking a chunk of hair 
off the head of Noble Chad Delp 
during the Ceremonial. As a Past 
Master and the current Master of 
Kernersville Lodge 669, Noble Delp 
had issued a challenge to the lodge 
- and they responded - by bringing 
20 or more candidates to the Shrine 
Ceremonial in return for a chance 
to shave the Master’s head. Well 
done, Kernersville Shrine-Masons! 
Thanks for the contribution toward 
the 103 candidates today who are 
now proud Oasis Shriners!
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You’re invited to join us…
Red Fez Shrine Club Christmas Party

Saturday, December 12, 2015

Cocktails at 6:00 PM * Dinner by “Chef Tom Elliott” at 7:00 PM
Entertainment provided by Cadence at 8:00 PM

$25.00 per person

*** RESERVATIONS REQUIRED – RSVP by 12/6/15 ***
FOR TICKETS – contact Denise Pelow @ 980.875.1257 or denisepelow@yahoo.com

MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

321-604-5050

The Dune Cats say...
Eat Wings for the Kids at Buffalo Wild Wings

Show a current Oasis Shrine Dues 
card and BWW will donate 10% 
of your fooD bill to the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children!

ATTENTIoN ALL mECKLENBURG AND GASToN CoUNTy SHRINERS

*Alcohol not included
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Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money 

for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:

• Meetings the 2nd Thurs. of the month

• Annual Keystone Kop Golf Tournament

• SASA and Oasis Installation Trips

• Antique Car Show Appearances

• Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact 
Captain Bob 
Cowdrey for 
Information: 
704-671-8517 
robert.cowdrey

@att.net 

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB
3RD MONDAY of the MONTH

6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S
HWY 150 MOORESVILLE

Noble Lee Maynard, 
PC, President 336-996-8712

TO START YOUR HOSPITAL FUNDRAISER CALL:
BLUE RIDGE SHRINE CLUB

CALL FOR INFORMATION
PAUL PULASkI: 336-973-8227

GREAT OPPORTUNITY for Your: Blue lodge, CluB, unit, SChool, SCout troop or ChurCh - to Support ShrinerS Children’S hoSpitalS

no minimum quantity !

CuStom

Branded 

ham gift BoxeS

at no CoSt

(with 50 qty min. order) KidS Win ! When We WorK together !

If you have not signed up for Shriners Village, do so today.  
Shriners Village is a website designed to keep members of Shrine 

International up to date on all aspects of Shrinedom.  
Simply google Shriners Village and follow the instructions.  

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.

www.shrinershq.org
www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational   

www.twitter.com/shriners

Come check out the
Cabarrus Shrine Club

Membership meeting is the last Friday of every month
Social at 6:30pm – Dinner at 7:00pm – Meeting at 7:30pm

Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC
Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!

Phone: 704-933-2797
Email: CabarrusShrine@carolina.rr.com

Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org
Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

We also rent out our building for your special events

Oasis Legion 
of Honor 

Club
Oasis newest club is looking for 
some veterans to help get this 
club started. If you want to find 
out more information contact 
Jim Glen at (c) 704.379.9217 

(h) 704.365.4866 
or Noble Don Greene at 

(h) 828-885-8212 
(c) 828-226-6069 

(email) donsgreene84@gmail.com 

Illustrious Sir Todd working at the Southern 
Christmas Show with the Dune Cats
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Join A Winning Team

NASCARTS
Captain John Cable  336-880-5790

Come and join us and put a smile 
on the face of a child!

Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades

Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions 
on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain Mark “Shortcake” Murphy, 
336-561-3630

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members No Experience Necessary
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John Stanley, P.m., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners.  He is Chaplain, McLean Funeral Directors (Gastonia), and Minister of 
Visitation of First Presbyterian, Gastonia.  In the fiscal Shrine Year, 2012-13, he served Shriners International Imperial Potentate 
Al Madsen as Imperial Chaplain.  He can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com).  

John H. Stanley,  
P.M., P.P., Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner
“If We Are GreAt todAy It Is By stAndInG 

Upon the shoUlders of GIAnts….”
—Isaac newton

A real paradox has occurred within the Oasis Shriners Fam-
ily within the past few weeks.  We welcomed over 100 new 
Shriners into the Fraternity, and we suffered the loss of two 
previous leaders.  

The paradox?  Within two weeks prior to the initiation of the 
103 new Shriners, The Oasis Family experienced the deaths 
of –not one—but, two past potentates:  Illustrious Sir George 
“Hank” Currence and Illustrious Sir C. Douglas Mayes.  It may 
well be said that both, at different times, left the fraternity bet-
ter than they found it.  Two former leaders of Oasis Shriners 
died, and 103 new Shriners Created!  

And, that paradox brings to minds some words supposedly 
attributed to Sir Isaac Newton:  

“If we are great today, it is because we stand on the shoul-
ders of giants”.  

And, in the Bible, from the Book of Deuteronomy we read:  
“When the LORD your God has brought you into the land that 
he swore to your ancestors, to give you - a land with fine, 

News of the
PAST MASTERS UNIT

We here in the Past Masters Unit are extremely 
excited and can’t wait to start the New Year!  
Thanks to the tireless efforts of Ill. Sir Terry 

Jones, PP – Captain, our present Potentate, Ill. Sir Todd 
Ham along with Past Potentates Ill. Sirs Sumpter & Laxton 
and of course many, many others; all 192 Masonic Lodges 
in Oasis’s jurisdiction now have a “Blue Lodge Ambassa-
dor (BLA)”.  We believe that this program in conjunction 
with Membership Services and our Unit’s members form 
a solid foundation to promote “Shrindom” and bring Ma-
sons, new and veteran alike, to the doors of our Temple, 
there to become active and engaged Shriners for the chil-
dren that our hospitals serve.

Thank you to our Unit’s officers for 2016, Noble Bob 
Erwin, 1st Lieutenant – Noble Chad Delp, 2nd Lieuten-
ant - Noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary – Noble Marc Shores, 
Treasurer – Noble Ed Becton, Chaplain and finally; Noble 
Dewey Preslar, PGM, Assistant Chaplain and district Ser-
geants.  We all are ready to begin our work in the quarries 
to support Oasis Temple, whenever and wherever we are 
called upon.  

If you are a Past Master of a Lodge and are interested in 
becoming a member of our Unit, please do not hesitate to 
contact myself or Noble Peeler.  Please see our ad in this 
addition for contact information.  

Wishing you and yours a very happy and prosperous  
New Year!!       

Deuteronomy:  When the LORD your God has brought you into the land…a land with fine, large 
cities that you did not build, houses filled with all sorts of goods that you did not fill, hewn 
cisterns that you did not hew, vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant….”

large cities that you did not build, houses filled with all sorts 
of goods that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did not 
hew, vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant and 
when you have eaten your fill, take care that you do not forget 
the LoRD.”

If we are great today - it is because we stand on the shoul-
ders of giants - and when we have been blessed with homes, 
all sorts of goods, vineyards - take care that we do not forget 
the Lord.  

Indeed the Supreme Architect has blessed us individually, 
and has blessed us as a fraternity - but, there is precious lit-
tle for which we can take credit.  We owe so much to those 
who have gone before us—we learned from them, and now 
it is time for us to build so that those who come after us will 
enjoy more successes and more blessings, and have more 
peaceful lives because they (yes, those even 100 years from 
now) will be standing on the shoulders of giants, and giving 
thanks and credit to the Lord.  They will be successful due to 
the good work we do today.  Merry Christmas!  

Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or are interested in the old classics 

come join us for some fun and fellowship

Captain: Charles Hale  
Home: (336) 696-2652  •  Cell: (336) 902-9090

lieutenant: thomas Sumpter  Cell: (828) 361-8532
Secretary-treasurer: Pat Stanly  (336) 775-0620

We meet the 2nd Sunday of each quarter
3 pm - Lone Star Restaurant

700 Sullivan Rd. Statesville, NC
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Contact Bill Loeser 321-604-5050

Cost is $150.00 per knife
or purchase drawing tickets at $5.00 per ticket or $20.00 for ten tickets.

All proceeds
will go to help the Moore County Shrine Club support the Children’s Hospitals.

Drawing will be conducted 12/15/15.

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers are currently seeking new members.   
We have 3 very cool antique firetrucks and parade annually at the Oasis ceremonials, Welcome 

Easter Parade, SASA fall convention in Myrtle Beach  and several Christmas parades. Very 
inexpensive to join, no vehicles to buy, uniform and brass is the only thing needed.  $15 annual dues.  

Please contact Benjie Creasman at 704-860-4976 or ddgl36districtnc@gmail.com if interested.  
Meetings usually in the Gaston/Mecklenburg area.  Family is always welcome and encouraged to attend meetings.

For AdditionAl inFormAtion on the 
thundering Scooter PAtrol:

cAPtAin Bill PhilliPS 336-202-3052
P.c. terry cox 336-509-6545

Scooter Patrol

As I was cruising Facebook recently, I 
saw a post from Jennifer Bell to Jackie 
Whipple.  In the post she had taken a 
picture of a small, doll sized wheel chair, 
with a message saying she saw it at Wal-
Mart and thought of Jackie.  Many of you 
remember the small trailer the Scooter 
Patrol used in our Parades, pulled be-
hind a mini-motorcycle, with a Barbie 
type doll sitting in a small wheel chair.  
The kids watching the parades loved it, 
and we loved displaying it.  It was part 
of the equipment that was stolen from 
the Scooter Patrol in Pigeon Forge, and 
we have searched for years for another 
wheel chair to duplicate the one stolen.  

Not knowing Ms Bell, nor knowing where 
she lived, I responded to her post and 
asked her which Wal-Mart she found the 
wheel chair at.  She responded with the 
name of a Wal-Mart in Fort Worth, Texas.  
Since that was a little far to travel to pick 
one up, I moved on, but did let her know 

about our sorrowful tale regarding the 
theft of the one we previously had.

She responded that her father was a 
Shrine patient many years ago, and 
asked for my address.  I gave it to her, 
and lo and behold, a few days later, I 
received a package in the mail contain-
ing the very realistic wheel chair.  I con-
tacted her offering to pay for it, but she 
informed me that her father had horrible 
orthopedic problems, and were it not for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, he would 
have never been able to walk.  She said 
he was able to live a normal life because 
of the care given to him by our hospitals, 
and wanted to give a little something 
back. Funny that I lived in Fort Worth for 
some time while in the Air Force.  Her 
husband was also in the Air Force, and 
is now a commercial airline pilot.  The 
Scooter Patrol will be forever grateful 
to Jennifer Bell for her generosity.  Stay 
tuned.  Pictures will be forthcoming.

Generosity Extends to the Scooter Patrol

RemindeR: 
All ads & articles for the 

January edition of the desert dust 
must be submitted by december 10



DESERT DUST    DECEMBER 2015     PAGE 19

Rick McLemore,  
Sales Manager
Provost Guard

Steve Lee, Internet Manager
Provost Guard

Scott McCorkle, Owner
Drum & Bugle

Billy Joe Estes,  
Finance Manager

Ambassador at Large

2015 MEMBERSHIP 
INCENTIVES

Incentive 1: If an Oasis Noble is a top-line 
signer for three (3) or more men who join Oasis 

in 2015, then Oasis will pay the signer’s 2016 
Oasis dues.

Incentive 2: If a new 2015
 Oasis Noble joins a club or unit in 2015, 

then Oasis will pay his 2016 
club or unit dues.

Questions? Contact Membership 
Chairman Chris Hall at 704-813-4624.

Installed 2016 Officers for Thermal Belt Shrine Club
Officers (L-R): Wayne Millis, Treasurer; Tommy Raye, President; Nigel Hawkins, Vice President;  ILL. Sir Todd Ham, 

Potentate as Installing Officer;  Noble Tommy Helms and Wayne Bumgardner, Secretary.
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Per Article 25, §325.11 (a) of the Bylaws of Shriners International:

I have always gone out of my 
way to not, but it is difficult 
to convey my feelings with-

out using the first person. For 
many years I have been musing 
over our beloved Patrol Unit as 
author defacto of our Patrol 
News articles and for the past 
two (2) years I have had the 
high honor and distinct privi-
lege of serving as this unit’s 

Patrol News ~ December 2015
Captain. My term as this unit’s 
primary leader is coming to an 
end soon and I want to let out a 
Laurel and a Hardy handshake 
to our dedicated Patrol team 
members that have aided me 
through the years.

Soon we shall take pause for 
celebration as we make room 
for our incoming Patrol Cap-

tain, Noble Chris Hall and his 
capable group of officers. 
Noble Chris is no stranger to 
leadership as he possesses 
a special set of skills that he 
seems to make everything look 
real easy. Be careful what you 
ask him to do, for he will have 
it done prior to you changing 
your mind. The Patrol Unit 
marches on...

Wow! One hundred and three 
(103) new Sons of the Desert 
were created on Halloween 
morning at the Oasis Fall Cer-
emonial! That is the largest 
group or class Oasis has had 
since 1999. Our Illustrious 
Potentate Todd Ham was like 
a proud papa that Saturday 
morning and rightly so as he 
was very instrumental in pav-
ing the way for Oasis’ stellar 
Membership Team and our 

Blue Lodge Ambassadors; now 
in ALL 192 Masonic Lodges in 
our Oasis’ jurisdiction. One 
atta-boy is not enough as there 
are so many committed Nobles 
who have worked long and 
hard to build and nurture our 
Oasis Membership Team of 
which our Patrol Unit is very 
active. The whole weekend 
was just what Shrinedom was 
created for; Master Masons 
having a good time and fun 
amongst friends and Brothers. 
Our Patrol Unit looked real 
sharp as we pulled a stellar 
Color Guard detail to kick-off 
the Ceremonial festivities. We 
also hawked our merchandise 
in the Shrine Mart. If you still 
need product; a car emblem, 
fez tassel holder pin or alu-
minum front license tag reach 
out to us and we will help you 
with that.

We participated at the Oasis 
Shrine Circus by providing 
our Color Guard services once 
more. While there, before the 
shows we handed out coloring 
books and mini Shrine Circus-
Kid Fezes to the children in at-
tendance. We made many new 
friends during our Oasis Shrine 
Circus weekend.

Like the Carolina Panthers we 
keep a’-pounding ... the streets 
prior to every home game for 
Hospital donations. Please 
join us at the WFNZ Dog-
House before home Panthers’ 
games. Any Shriner, Lady, 
family member or friend can 
come out to assist. We meet 2 
1⁄2 hours prior to game start 
/ kick-off at a pre-designated 
close-by place and carpool to 
the event venue where we col-
lect donations. This is a Patrol 

Hospital Charity Project so 
100% of collected donations 
are passed through to Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, 
the World’s Greatest Philan-
thropy. Call any Patrol Unit of-
ficer if you’d like to join us for 
a couple of hours.

We have a few of our Patrol 
Unit folks and family members 
on the mend. Please be mind-
ful of their ailments as well as 
their caregivers during their 
trying times.

“Success is not final, failure 
is not fatal: it is the courage 
to continue that counts.”  
Sir Winston Churchill

Peace Out -
Bob Saye
Patrol Captain

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org or call 336-707-6588 for information on all events.

drive your car through and have the children tell Santa
what they would like for christmas. receive a gift bag 

and you can take a photo with Santa.

5010 Gate City boulevard (formaly High Point rd.) 
Greensboro, nC 27407
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are you a Past master?
We are your unit. Join us.
for more information:
noble terry K. Jones, PP, Captain: (336) 764-5502
noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary: (704) 223-1531

OASIS 
PAST MASTERS 
UNIT

Special Discounts 
for Shriners

Oasis steel Drum BanD

Got that island flair? Know your way ‘round 
those wild tropical shirts? then come join one of 

the most popular parade & entertainment units

- The Oasis sTeel Drum BanD!
call captain doc phifer  803-675-7705

phifers@comporium.net

is now Available!

PayPal is now available to 
pay the following:

Annual Dues  •  Initiation Fees
Mom & Dad Program  •  Ladies Tickets

With PayPal, you can use your American 
Express credit card to pay any of the above items. 

Just go to the Oasis Shriners website,
(http://www.oasisshriners.org/

MEMBERSHIP.htm) click on Membership 
and you will see the PayPal link pictured to the 
right. You don’t need a PayPal account to use 

this new payment method.

Any questions, please contact the 
Temple at 704-549-9600.

Shriners 
on Bikes

Shriners on Bikes met in early November 2014. The SOB’s were recharter as a riding 
club vs a motorcycle club. Our purpose is for Shriners with motorcycles to come 
together ride and have fun while supporting other clubs in units when possible. We 
will meet quarterly and weather permitting ride. There will be other rides scheduled 
based on the interests of the Riding Club. If you own a motorcycle and want to ride 
and have fun with other Shriners contact one of our Officers below. 

President Tommy Helms – 704-621-9308 • VP- Dennis Grigg – 828-781-0062
Treasure P.P Ill Sir Gary Taylor – 704-507-3693 • Secretary Tim Morgan – 704-634-8476
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Everett & Gladys Pye Addie K Orman

Sam & Barbara Morris Bill Crenshaw

Paul Young Bill Young

Cherryville Shrine Club Bob Fisher

Greensboro Shrine Ladies Auxiliary Bobbye Shelton

Sticky Burch C Doug Mayes, PP

George & Betsy Wilcox C Douglas Mayes, PP

Elmore Financial Groups Inc Carl Doug Mayes

June Simms, Private Duty For Seniors Carl Douglas “Doug” Mayes

Howard & Shirley Keyes Carl Douglas Mayes, PP

Mrs. Jerry L Cheek Colin Grant Ward

Ericka & Mark Fagerlin Dan Simpson

John & Doris S Miller, Jr Deanie Richardson

Sticky Burch Deanie Richardson

Calvin & Rebecca Gaddy Don McAllister

Charlie & Colene Russell Don McAllister

Sally Herr Donna Byrd

Al & Jan Madsen Doug Mayes

Al & Joyce Clegg Doug Mayes

Allen & Doris Leatherman Doug Mayes

Betty & UT Fitzgerald Doug Mayes

Calvin & Rebecca Gaddy Doug Mayes

Catherine Blottman,  Doug Mayes

Charlotte Rental Properties 

Charlie & Colene Russell Doug Mayes

Cullie M Tarleton Doug Mayes

Dave & Marty Wulfhorst Doug Mayes

Harry Pegram Booth Doug Mayes

Isabel & Gayle Starr Doug Mayes

Jack & Linda Wallace Doug Mayes

James O Sizemore, Jr Doug Mayes

Jean & John Elder Doug Mayes

Jimmy & Debbie Burgess Doug Mayes

John & Doris S Miller, Jr Doug Mayes

Ken & Glenda Kluttz Doug Mayes

Kerry Bullington Doug Mayes

S Memorials S

S Memorials S

Lake Norman Shrine Club Doug Mayes

Lloyd Golding Doug Mayes

Lyle & Martha Scruggs Doug Mayes

Margaret S Stewart Doug Mayes

Oasis Keystone Kops Doug Mayes

Oasis Ragtops Doug Mayes

Paul & Sybil Hagerty Doug Mayes

Ray Smith Doug Mayes

Ronald Patten, Sr Doug Mayes

Sally Herr Doug Mayes

Shirley G Snuggs Doug Mayes

Tammy & Wesley Hagerty Doug Mayes

Thomas & Jeanie Eller Doug Mayes

William C Bean Doug Mayes

Young Bullington Properties Doug Mayes

Rocky & Michelle Carter Doug Mayes, 

 cousin & great family friend

Oasis Drum & Bugle Corp Ed Cauthen

Jean & John Elder George “Hank” Currence

Glenn & Janice Pilcher Helen Hilton

Greensboro Shrine Ladies Auxiliary Hilda Moore

Oasis Cabiri Illustrious Sir C Doug Mayes

William & Robyn VanDresser Illustrious Sir Doug Mayes

Oasis Cabiri Illustrious Sir George 

 “Hank” Currence

George & Betsy Wilcox Illustrious Sir Hank Currence

Dr Michael T Hunsucker Jack Edmonds Walters

Oasis Ragtops Jill Maverick-Livengood

Winston-Salem Nobelles Jill Maverick-Livengood

Robert & Linda Stone John Perkins (Noble)

Dr & Mrs J Ralph Linn, Jr Joyce Harrison

Howard & Shirley Keyes Lady Deanie Richardson

Rodney & Rita Morgan MC “Preacher” Morgan

George & Betsy Wilcox Noble Don McAllister

Howard & Shirley Keyes Noble Donald A McAllister

Rowan Shrine Club Robert Waddell

Jean & John Elder Sam G McCall

DONOr                                     IN MEMOry Of:

DONOr                                     IN MEMOry Of:DONOr                                    IN HONOr Of: 

S Honors S

Cecelia & Steve Stewart Carol Self on her birthday

Dewey & Terrie Preslar, Jr Illustrious Sir Todd & Lady Mary Ham

Stanly County Shrine Club Roger Maybury

Piedmont Fiberglass Inc Todd & Mary Ham

OffICIAl HOsT HOTEl 
sPECIAl RATE INfORmATION
dear Game fans: We invite you to stay at the 
TradeWinds Island Resorts on St. Pete Beach, the 
official host hotel and team headquarters for the 91st 
East-West Shrine Game. Nestled on the island of St. 
Pete Beach, TradeWinds Island Resorts have a breezy, 
casual ambience, yet share the diverse cultural events 
and active night life of the Tampa Bay metropolitan 
area. Both Tampa International Airport and St. 
Petersburg/Clearwater Airport are about 30 minutes 
away, via Interstate 275.
 
a special rate is available to you – simply ask for 
the “east-West Shrine Game rate”. This rate is 
good through December 20, 2015, subject to room 
availability. For additional information or to make your 
reservation, call 1-800-808-9833.
 

TradeWinds Island Resorts
5500 Gulf Boulevard, St. Pete Beach, Florida 33706

For reservations, call 1-800-808-9833.

For additional resort information, 
visit http://www.tradewindsresort.com
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PASSED WITHIN THE UNSEEN TEMPLE
MEMBEr# NAME CITy, STATE CrEATED   DIED

25702 Rodney M Russell Iron Station, NC  5/24/75 2/2/14

28386 Richard G Ronneburger Brevard, NC  11/11/78 3/10/15

38378 James E Vandiver, Jr. Huntersville, NC  6/7/03 6/18/15

36501 Clifford M Boone  Marion, NC  5/13/78 8/21/15

39673 William R Stiles  Andrews, NC  6/6/09 10/8/15

31171 Harold F O’Brien Salter Path, NC  5/21/83 10/10/15

14637 George  R Currence, PP Gastonia, NC  6/9/56 10/11/15

39247 Jack H Greene  Marion, NC  5/30/81 10/13/15

24133 Donald E McGhee Albemarle, NC  9/15/73 10/14/15

37260 Frederic D Woodruff Southern Pines, NC  5/21/98 10/14/15

17934 David T Haynes  Shelby, NC  10/17/64 10/15/15

19871 Bruce B Meacham  Mt. Gilead, NC  1/20/68 10/18/15

14700 C Doug Mayes, PP Denver, NC  6/9/56 10/18/15

19173 Thomas A Rowland  Waynesville, NC  10/15/66 10/20/15

33313 Luke Burrell Hendersonville, NC  8/29/87 10/21/15

32347 David L Warwick Indian Trail, NC 6/1/85 10/23/15

35449 Dewey G Tucker Badin, NC  1/25/92 10/24/15

35343 Robin H Hood  West Union, SC 1/25/92 10/28/15

11372 Daniel C Gunter, Jr. Gastonia, NC  6/3/48 11/1/15

30992 Donald A McAllister Hendersonville, NC  5/1/58 11/1/15

37241 H Dean Frizzell Vale, NC  5/9/98 11/2/15
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CLUBS/UNITS
 $475.00  Avery County Shrine Club - Plaque & Year Bar Sales
 $3,097.00  Cherryville Shrine Club - Golf Tournament
 $730.00  Elkin-Jonesville Shrine Club - Port-a-Pit BBQ 
 Chicken Sale
 $24,300.96  Gaston County Shrine Club - Shrine 100 Race
 $2,558.53  High Point Shrine Club - Paper Sale & Buckets
 $17,692.00  Land of the Sky Shrine Club - Car Show
 $3,725.21  Lexington Shrine Club - BBQ Chicken Sale
 $8,498.76  Moore County Shrine Club - Fish Fry
 $430.00  Oasis Hillbilly Parade - Donation
 $20,000.00  Oasis Keystone Kops - Car Show 50/50
 $2,000.00  Oasis Keystone Kops - Donation
 $11,926.10  Oasis Mountain Buggies - Coon Hunt
 $500.00  Oasis Ritualistic Cast - Donation
 $5,200.00  Piedmont Shrine Club - Golf Tournament
 $2,500.00  Red Fez Shrine Club - Donation
 $1,000.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club - Raffle & Donations
 $1,380.46  Stanly County Shrine Club - Poor Man’s Supper
 $569.28  Thermal Belt Shrine Club - Donation
 $654.00  White Plains Shrine Club - Bethware Fair Donations
 $572.00  White Plains Shrine Club - Fall BBQ Sale

AEV Sales Department (Ashe County Shrine Club)
Albemarle Hearing Center (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Allen & Jenny Furr (Stanly County Shrine Club)
BC Rufty (Rowan Shrine Club)
Brec, PA (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Britt & Tilson Glass Co Inc
Circuit World (Western NC Shrine Club)
Cowee Mountain Ruby Mine (Smoky Mountain Shrine Club)

S Donations S
Donald W Rhoney (Oasis Nascarts)
Doug Hefner (Catawba County Shrine Club)
East Coast Countertops (Union County Shrine Club)
Eddy & Linda McDaniel (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Freeman Auto Center (Lexington Shrine Club)
James M Gillam (Oasis Mountain Buggies)
Jimmy & Shelby Orrell (Lexington Shrine Club)
Junaluskee Lodge No 145 (Smoky Mountain Shrine Club)
Langley Family (Lexington Shrine Club)
Laurel Park Chiropractic Center (Oasis Clowns)
Marc R Hauser (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Mary Jane Voelnter
Mike Summey (Oasis Mountain Buggies)
Mike’s Body Shop, Inc (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Morganton Drug Inc (East Burke Shrine Club)
Mountain Creek Baptist Church (Robbinsville Shrine Club)
Mr Poodle (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Mrs Edward M Joyner, Jr (Moore County Shrine Club)
Noations Inc (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Precision Cleaning Service (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Richard A Bass
Rodney & Rita Morgan (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Sidney R Lefler (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Sossoman Funeral Home Inc (East Burke Shrine Club)
Steven C Ellis (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Steven F Joy (Union County Shrine Club)
United Way of Greater Greensboro (Oasis 500’s)
Venture Properties (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
WD & Gail Lawhon (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign
Wilkes Senior Village (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

If you are a lady related by birth or marriage to a 
Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter of the Nile, you 
are eligible to become a member of this growing 
organization committed to supporting the important 
work of Shriners Hospitals for Children. For more 
information on this dedicated fraternal order for 
women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 
or Kathy Southworth, PQ at (704) 262-7739 or e-mail 
her at kfsouth@yahoo.com.

Latona Temple # 154
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the 
children of Shriners Hospitals

David White, President   828-234-1293   dawhite1@bellsouth.net

Get outdoors...
see nature closeup...

join the oasis campinG club!

www.oasiscampers.us

What:    Monthly Club Meeting
When:    2nd Wednesday of each month
      Social - 6:30 PM    Meal - 7:00 PM    Meeting - 7:30 PM
Where:  505 Pinkney Road Dallas, NC 28034

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com

“No man ever stood so tall as when he stooped  
to help a burned or crippled child.”

These photos may be displayed in the Desert Dust

ATTENTION 
CLUBS & UNITS

If you are having a special event and would 
like photographs, please contact:

 Mark Jordan
828-231-3880

mark5.jpg@gmail.com
Po Box 632 Weaverville, NC 28787-0632
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Specialty care beyond a burn

If you know a child we can help, go to shrinershospitalcincinnati.org or call:
Burn and Emergency Services

866-947-7840
Plastic Surgery Services

866-206-2096

- Cincinnati

Every Shriners temple has a special unit of 
transporters called the Road Runners. Countless 
miles and innumerable hours have been accumulated 
by this unique group of volunteers. The Road Runners 
have all traveled millions of roads and highways 
transporting children and their families to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children® – Cincinnati across the United 
States, and then safely home again. When asked 
why they volunteer so much of their time, the Road 
Runners simply reply that when they see what our 
patients and families are going through, they are 
honored to “go the distance” and feel privileged to 
take on the tasks assigned to this unit.

Locally, Road Runners pick up families and children 
and transport them to their local Shriners Hospital for 
appointments, and also drop off and pick up families 
from the airport.

“I started driving in 
1988” said Road Runner 
Marvin Boyer of Syrian 
Shriners. “Back then, we 
used our own vehicles 
and gas and we operated 
out of the temple, not 
the hospital.”

Road Runner Bud Linn 
became involved with 
the Road Runners in 
1992. “Over the years 
we gave talks, showed 
films, took people on 
tours, and picked up 
patients and families to 

Shriner Road Runners Transport 
Precious Cargo

Shriners Play a Big Role 
in Referrals
When it comes to finding medical help for 
children, Shriners are now more important than 
ever. Members of the fraternity have always 
played a critical role in helping families in their 
communities get connected with Shriners 
Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati, and now 
it has become even easier with a website and 
referral cards.

Website
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati 
continues to make referring a patient
and obtaining an appointment for care 
easier than ever through the www. 
shrinershospitalcincinnati.org website. 
Every page has a Schedule an Appointment and 
a Contact Us feature; both are easy forms that 
families can complete and submit online directly 
to the hospital.

Referral Cards
Referral cards are also a great resource that 
Nobles can use. These cards allow families easy 
access to hospital information and services. 
The cards provide hospital contact information 
to assist in scheduling appointments. On the 
back of each card is space for the Shriner’s 
name and Temple. Please stop by the Business 
Development office to pick cards up, or call 513-
872-6391 to have them mailed to your temple.

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
ShrinersHospitalCincinnati

Conditions Treated
All Services Provided Regardless of a Family’s Ability to Pay

Burns

Plastic Surgery

Cleft Lip & Palate 

Reconstructive Surgery

Complex Wounds & Skin Conditions

Shriners Hospitals for Children® – Cincinnati is one of only four freestanding hospitals in the country dedicated to 
the treatment of pediatric burns and specializing in plastic and reconstructive surgery. Our physicians’ experience 
and expertise in pediatric burn treatment, cleft lip and palate, complex wound and skin conditions, and plastic and 
reconstructive surgery makes Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati a first choice for care.

bring to the hospital; really anything we could do to 
be helpful.”

Road Runners across the globe have achieved 
milestone journeys, traveling millions of miles to 
hospitals throughout the system. We are honored to 
recognize this elite group of Shriners and thank them 
for their continued dedication and commitment to 
positive outcomes for our patients.

Having Road Runners to transport our patients 
and families at no cost is another one of the many 
special services that Shriners Hospitals for Children 
- Cincinnati provides. Eliminating transportation 
worries helps families focus on the most important 
thing: Getting their child well.


