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Nobles and Ladies: Hav-
ing participated with 
the Divan, Ladies, 

Clubs and Units in the 2014 
Festivities at the Annual Ma-
sonic Homecoming Festival in 
Oxford, North Carolina, I am 
reminded of our combined 
and noble efforts to serve chil-
dren and families who we, as 
Shrine-Masons, support with 
enthusiasm and appreciation 
of the generous financial do-
nations by Shriners, Masons 
and others.

Of particular note is the meet-
ing among the Oasis Temple 
Divan and Ladies, Noble Chris 
Hall, Oasis Membership Chair-
man, Sudan Temple Divan and 
Ladies, Amran Divan and La-
dies and North Carolina’s Most 
Worshipful Grandmaster, Dal-
ton Mayo and his Grand Lodge 
Officers and their Ladies, on 
Friday night in Oxford, hosted 
by the Granville Shrine Club.

Having enjoyed a scrumptious 
Barbecue style dinner, we en-
gaged in discussions about 

membership, development 
and retention, learning from 
Noble Chris Hall and others 
about the wealth of experi-
ence and knowledge, and the 
information available from 
Shriners International to the 
Grand Lodge Officers who may 
pick and choose from the lita-
ny of materials for their use to 
crusade to increase and retain 
Blue Lodge members, some of 
whom will become Shriners.

Presumably, the Grand Lodge 
leadership and the joint NC 

Hello Nobles, Ladies, 
and Friends of the 
Shrine. As I have 

promised you in the past, I 
will try to keep you as up-to-
date as possible with the sta-
tus of your Shriner’s Hospitals 
For Children by conveying the 
periodic messages of Imperial 
Sir Doug Maxwell, PIP, and 
Chairman of the Board for the 
Shriners Hospitals For Chil-
dren.  The following is Impe-
rial Sir Doug’s fall update con-
veyed in its original format:

In these past 5 years of the re-
birth and revitalization of our 
philanthropy, we collectively 
have increased our endow-
ment fund from under $4.8 
billion dollars in 2009 to now 
over $8.5 billion.

We now also have total hospi-
tal assets over $10 billion. And 
during this same time span, 
we have been increasing the 
number of children in every 

category that we help. 

So where do we go from 
here? 

We are continuing to create 
new affiliations, partnerships 
and changes in delivery mod-
els to become more efficient 
and to also bring us additional 
children to help. These refer-
rals will come to us by our 
new Partners, who will con-
sider Shriners the “Provider 
of Choice” in our disciplines. 

These partnerships will also 
give us better economies of 
scale and improve the utiliza-
tion of our facilities. 

Along that line as was men-
tioned in Minneapolis, we 
have continued our dialogue 
with the Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester, Minnesota to pursue a 
“National Partnership” with 
them. If this comes to pass, 
it will be provide many fu-

ture benefits for Shriners and 
Mayo.

•  Boston

At our Boston hospital, our 
relationship with our partner 
“Massachusetts General Hos-
pital” (MGH) is continuing in 
discussions about an expan-
sion of roles for both organi-
zations in our building. (Our 
hospital is located in down-
town Boston in a very prime 
location. We are across the 
street and connected to 
our partner (MGH). MGH is 
medically ranked alongside of 
Mayo in “excellence of care”. 
Most of their doctors are Har-
vard Doctors, one of America’s 
top medical schools.

• Philadelphia 

Around 50 years ago, our Phil-
adelphia Hospital began doing 
“outreach clinics” in Puerto 
Rico twice a year to determine 

if children in this American 
territory could benefit from 
being flown to Philadelphia 
for our expert orthopedic 
care. Through the years, many 
children have had a much bet-
ter life due to these efforts and 
procedures.

These efforts have now evolved 
to many “non-surgical” 
procedures being initiated 
right in San Juan on clin-
ic day. This has saved both 
cost and stress to the family 
to not have to make the long 
plane ride north and be there 
for many days. As we found 
with our new “Outpatient 
Surgery” medicine in Ti-
juana, where we are taking 
our care to where the children 
live… it is much better for the 
family to not have to travel for 
such time and distance and is 
also less cost to the system.  If 
we can do more of that type of 
care in San Juan rather than 
having to fly the child and 
mother to Philadelphia, it will 
also be easier on the family.

In a meeting on Septem-
ber 9 with the Governor of 
Puerto Rico, the Chairman 
of our Philadelphia Board 
of Governors Ray Goodwin, 

our Medical Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Dr. Peter Diaz, 
and I explored possibilities 
with Governor Padilla to have 
a similar role in San 
Juan as we do in Tijuana. 
The Governor indicated that 
with his “Territory’s” medi-
cal budget, he may be able 
to help us put the pieces to-
gether.  The plan would be to 
identify a few Puerto Rican 
“orthopedic surgeons” 
and train them at our Phila-
delphia hospital in our great 
Shrine Medical Care and pro-
cedures. We would then have 
them return to San Juan as 
“accredited Shrine doc-
tors” to do our great work 
at “their hospital” in our 
name. As has been said be-
fore, our Shrine Care, is 
our great Shrine trained doc-
tors, doing the mission…
whether it is in our build-
ings or in an affiliate’s 
building where the chil-
dren live.  This same premise 
is working very well in Tijua-
na where three Mexican doc-
tors were given “training and 
rotations” in our Los Angeles 
hospital for the purpose of 
learning and implement-
ing our “Shrine Care” in  
Tijuana.

• Tampa 

In Tampa, there is a new Dean 
at USF’s Medical School inter-
ested in expanding the role of 
his medical school with Shri-
ner Hospitals/Tampa through 
our “Endowed Chair” at the 
school…. new horizon’s are 
appearing. These are in the 
early stages of conversations 
and if continue to fruition will 
bring added activity and pa-
tients to that facility. 

I will end here due to the length 
of the update and continue with 
the remainder of the fall SHC 
update next month.  That report 
also includes a segment on the 
role of SHC and Former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, so stay tuned.

O.K., once again you’re let 
me take up way too much of 
your time.  Things continue to 
go well here at Oasis, and we 
would love to have you stop by 
and visit your temple.  Take 
care until next month, and re-
member, the work you do for 
our fraternity and philanthro-
py is sincerely appreciated 
and essential to our hospitals 
and the children they serve.

Gary

   

Shrine Temple Divans will 
continue to meet periodically 
with one another to discuss 
these issues as well as other 
matters that confront us as 
Masons who seek to preserve 
the fraternities by cooperative 
efforts which benefit our re-
spective Masonic bodies.

The Hickory Ceremonial 
weekend was a testament to 
the fun and fellowship the we, 
as Shriners, enjoy in our quest 
to support the Shrine Children 
and their families.  We should 
not forget the enduring ben-
efit to us generated by this 
community outreach event 
involving Oasis Shriners, the 
Hickory, NC area community, 
and beyond, as was orches-
trated by our Public Relations 
Committee, and highlighted by 
a civic parade and community 

leadership participation.

To increase participation of 
Nobles of our fraternity’s work 
and fellowship, I urge you to 
join with your Club Officers, 
District Representatives, and 
Divan Members to affect an 
increase in the membership 
rolls of Clubs and Units.

My Oasis Potentate’s Sa-
lutes include: a) Noble Allen 
Leatherman, and the Oasis 
Hospitality Committee, who 
plan and work during Oasis 
events to provide a place for 
us to gather and socialize, and 
to discuss common themes 
of Oasis between scheduled 
events: b) Noble Al Clegg 
and Noble Harold Davis who 
perpetuate the spirit of Oasis 
Shriners:  c) Noble Tommy 
Helms and Noble David John-

son for their efforts to orga-
nize and direct the Nobles 
who participle in Shrine Pa-
rades: d)  Nobles Bill Carter 
and Ken Jarrett, who organize 
and facilitate the planning of 
the Hickory Ceremonial: e) 
the Nobles who joined the 
Young Shriners Club: f) the 
Oasis Clowns, who invariably 
bring a smile to our faces dur-
ing Ceremonials and events, 
e.g., the Shrine Circus.

The remaining months of 
2014 will be busy ones as 
we salute our Veterans, hold 
Oasis elections, and enjoy the 
Holiday season.  I wish for 
each of you Godspeed as we 
finish the year and prepare for 
2015.

Yours in the Faith 
David
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Nobles and Ladies:

We are moving closer to the end of our year, and activities 
galore will fill these last two months.  Veterans Apprecia-
tion Night, Our Oasis Shrine Circus,  Elections, Thanks-
giving, Christmas, and lots of Club and Unit functions will 
keep officers and members busy.

I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you who 
have sent pictures and articles, and have provided kind 
words and support to the staff of the Desert Dust.  

Please take the time in your meetings during these last 
two months to poll your members regarding their wants 
and needs as relates to the Dust.  We have made every 
effort to publish every article and picture of interest to our 

members, which has been sent to us.  It is of vital impor-
tance that members throughout our fifty county region stay 
aware of the doings of their fellow Shriners throughout Oa-
sis territory.  The Clubs and Units of Oasis have done a great 
job of keeping our membership informed.

We are proud of the fact that, out of 195 Shrine Temples, Oasis 
Shrine Desert Dust received First Place in 2013, and Second 
Place in 2014 in the Dromedary Award competition.  We remain 
steadfast in our effort to shine once again in 2015, and know the 
Clubs and Units in Oasis will help us to achieve that goal.

I want to thank some of those who have contributed directly 
to our Award Winning publication each month.  Lexi Eden, our 
layout person, has done a marvelous job designing our pub-
lication each month.  Illustrious Sir John Sullivan has been 

my mainstay, using his photography skills as only a profes-
sional can.  Mark Jordan is to be commended for his pho-
tographs, which have been viewed monthly on the web 
site and the Facebook page. C. Lee Abernathy has made 
numerous contributions of his photography. Each of these 
members of the Desert Dust staff has made our publication 
one of the best in the world of Shriners.

And finally, please keep those pictures and articles coming.  
We all want to know what you are doing.  Keep in mind that 
notification of your upcoming events can get free adver-
tisement directed at more than 6,000 people who have the 
same interest as you – the burned and crippled child.

And as we move forward, please smile. You never know 
when a camera is pointed your way.
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Get out there and 
enjoy great food, 

cold beverages and 
sports at BWW and 

do it for the Kids!

The Dune Cats say...
Eat Wings for the Kids at 

Buffalo Wild Wings
Show a current Oasis Shrine Dues card 
and BWW will donate 10% of your FOOD 

bill to the Shriners Hospitals for Children!
*Alcohol not included

ATTENTION ALL MECKLENBURG AND 
GASTON COUNTY SHRINERS

Potentate’s Cruise

Canada & New England

The
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Official publication of, for and by

Oasis Shriners

Illustrious Sir W. David Sumpter, III - Potentate 

604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262-8410

Phone: 704-549-9600

EDITOR:  Noble Terry J. Cox
coxterj@hotmail.com 

http://www.OasisShriners.org

2014 DIVAN
Chief Rabban  Todd Ham 
Assistant Rabban      Johnny King 
High Priest and Prophet Mike Neaves 
Oriental Guide  Johnny Burgess 
Treasurer   William (Bill) M. Harward, PP
Recorder      Gary D. Taylor, PP 
Drector    Tommy Helms 
1st Ceremonial Master Kenneth Jarrett 
2nd Ceremonial Master William (Bill) H. Carter 
Marshal    Tim Daniels
Captain of the Guard  Rodney Morgan
Outer Guard  George T. Wilcox 

YOUR AWARD-
WINNING 

DESERT DUST

WINNER 
AT THE

2013 & 2014 
Dromedary 

Awards

Oasis Shriners
Veteran’s Appreciation Night

For months now, Oasis Shriners has been collecting military service information from its 
members. This information was not only vital with updating our records at the temple, but 
was necessary to make sure we don’t exclude anyone when we host the Veteran’s Appreciation 
Night on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at the temple.

Since this is an Oasis event, it is open to all Oasis Shriners and their spouse/guest to honor and 
celebrate the 395 Oasis members who are “Military” Veterans.

As a Vietnam War Veteran himself, Illustrious Sir W. David Sumpter, III quotes: “I am 
reminded of the personal, historic commitment of Military Veterans and their families whether 
during times of peace among nations or, likewise, during periods of war with nations or other 
nefarious adversaries, being a testament to the resolve of our military families who participate 
in either the defense of or, otherwise, in the promotion of the strategic interests of our nation.

To attend this event, please RSVP by contacting the Temple at 704-549-9600, 
no later than Monday, November 10, 2014.

Oasis Shriners - Auditorium
604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262

Dress Code: Dressy Casual / Military Uniform

Evening Program

5:30pm  Doors open / Hospitality / Meet and Greet
6:15pm  “God Bless the USA” performed by Lady Beth Downs
6:30pm  Opening Remarks by Noble George T. Wilcox & Illustrious Sir W. David Sumpter, III
 Opening Prayer by Illustrious Sir John H. Stanley
 BBQ Dinner prepared by White Plains Shrine Club
 Presentation of Flags performed by Oasis Patrol Color Guard
 “National Anthem” performed by Lady Beth Downs
 Musical performance by The Charlotte Fire Department Pipe and Drum Band
 Charlotte Bridge Home Presentation by Noble George T. Wilcox
 Recognition of Oasis Military Veterans by Noble George T. Wilcox & 
  Illustrious Sir W. David Sumpter, III
 “America” performed by Lady Beth Downs
 Closing Remarks by Noble George T. Wilcox & Illustrious Sir W. David Sumpter, III
 Closing Prayer by Illustrious Sir John H. Stanley
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Captain Donnie Wrenn 980-521-3523

jumping hurdles for Children

oAsis dune CATs

Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas Announces New Title Sponsor

Nation Ford High School’s Breanna Petrucci Designs 
2014 Shrine Bowl Poster, Program and Ticket

Fort Mill, S.C. (October 6, 
2014) – The Shrine Bowl 
of the Carolinas (SBOC) 

and its strategic media rights 
partner, Scholastic Sports Mar-
keting, announces that Orth-
oCarolina will serve as the title 
sponsor of this annual classic. A 
multi year commitment by Or-
thoCarolina creates an oppor-
tunity for the SBOC to continue 
their support of the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

“OrthoCarolina is thrilled to 
partner with the Shrine Bowl of 
the Carolinas,” said Blair Pri-
mis, Director of Marketing for 
OrthoCarolina. “We have a long 
history of supporting youth and 
high school athletics and this 
partnership is another example 
of our dedication to the local 
sports community. We are look- 
ing forward to a great game and 
following the wonderful careers 
ahead for these great athletes.”

“I am thrilled to have an oppor-
tunity to share the name of this 
long standing game with such 
a revered corporate partner,” 
said Ronnie Blount, Chairman 
of the Board of Governors of 
the Shrine Bowl. “This event 
is one geared toward helping 
people and OrthoCarolina is in 
the business of helping people. 
I think this collaboration is 
perfect for everyone involved 
with the game.” The three year 
partnership in- cludes a pres-
ence on the ESPNU and ESPN3 
platforms. The game is broad-
cast live on ESPN3 with replay 
airings on ESPNU on December 
26, 2014 at 7pm, December 
28, 2014 at 9aE, and January 9, 
2015 at 1pm.

About OrthoCarolina:
OrthoCarolina is one of the 
nation’s leading independent 
academic orthopedics practices 
serving North Carolina and the 

Southeast since 1922. Orth-
oCarolina provides compre-
hensive musculoskeletal care 
including operative and non-
operative care, diagnostic imag-
ing and rehabilitative therapy. 
Widely known for musculoskel-
etal research and training, their 
physicians have specialized ex-
pertise in foot & ankle, hip & 
knee, shoulder & elbow, spine, 
sports medicine, hand, pediat-
ric orthopedics, and physical 
medicine and rehabilitation. 
Visit www.orthocarolina.com 
for more information.

About the Shriners Hospital 
for Children:
The hospital network has been 
treating orthopedic conditions 
since the founding of the first 
hospital in 1922. With a large 
full-time staff of pediatric or-
thopedic surgeons in the United 
States, as well as a compre-
hensive team of physical, oc-

cupational, speech and other 
therapists, the Shriners Hospital 
for Children are able to provide 
customized care to each child. 
Visit www.shrinershospitalsfor-
children.org for more informa-
tion.

About Scholastic Sports 
Marketing (SSM):
Charlotte, NC based Scholas-

tic Sports Marketing is one 
of America’s fastest growing 
high school mul- timedia and 
marketing management com-
panies. SSM represents some 
of the nation’s top scholastic 
properties including the nation-
ally televised Shrine Bowl of the 
Carolinas, large athletic confer-
ences, and some of the most 
prominent high schools in the 

country. Scholastic Sports Mar-
keting’s mission is to enhance 
the overall experience for high 
school student-athletes by de-
veloping new revenue streams 
while fostering the image and 
awareness level of the athletic 
events, conferences and institu-
tions in which they participate. 
Visit www.ssmllc.com for more 
information.

Breanna Petrucci, a 
senior at Nation Ford 
High School in Fort 

Mill, South Carolina is this 
year’s winner for the design of 
the 2014 Shrine Bowl poster, 
program cover and ticket. Her 
design was selected from 21 
entries. This year, the Shrine 
Bowl, has a “Salute to Heroes” 
theme. Nation Ford High 
School’s Digital Arts & Design 

class, led by Mr. Joe McCon-
key has been in partnership 
with the Shrine Bowl for the 
past 3 years.

The Shrine Bowl of the Caro-
linas had a Press Conference 
to unveil Breanna’s design 
on Monday, October 6, at 
the Marriott Courtyard,. in  
Charlotte.

This year’s game will be broadcast live on ESPN3 with replay airings on ESPNU on 
December 26, 2014 at 7pE, December 28, 2014 at 9aE, and January 9, 2015 at 1pm E.ST.

Articles on this page reprinted from 
THE GOALPOST A Shrine Bowl of the 

Carolinas Publication
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Fraternal greetings, Nobles!

Here’s a quick look at our “Year in Review” for Oasis membership presented as a 2014 Summary:

1) Blue Lodge Ambassadors (BLAs): Ill. Sir Fred Laxton and MW Grand Master Dewey Preslar, Jr. co-signed a letter that was mailed 
to all 194 Masonic lodges with the request that the Master appoint a willing and capable “Blue Lodge Ambassador.” To date, there are 
91 BLAs on the roster that is maintained in partnership with the Past Masters Unit. BLAs were invited to a first-ever meeting at Oasis 
where their responsibilities and expectations were shared. 

2) Membership Packets for Newly Raised Master Masons: We learned that Tampa provides free informative materials and resources 
to compile into a “packet” that we created to be presented, with the Master’s permission, by BLAs to newly raised Master Masons. The 
packet contains complete information about the Shrine and how to join Oasis. These packets are available to anyone who would like them.

3) Membership Survey: We created an online Membership Survey and advertised for any member to complete the survey. We plan 
to use feedback to plan some 2015 membership events such as an auction, concealed carry class, First Aid class, picnic, genealogy 
seminar, and more.

4) “Please Renew Today” and “We Miss You” postcards: We learned about professionally made postcard mailers available free 
from Tampa that are used to send to members who are in danger of NPD at the end of the year as well as those who we just lost to NPD 
after the beginning of the year. We mailed the cards in an effort to assist with both Retention and Restoration efforts.

5) Online Payments: We have made another move into modern times by approving PayPal to be setup to accept quick and convenient 
online dues payments from members.

6) Social Media Presence: We established an online presence on Facebook, a social media platform that has more than 500 million users. 
This allows us to engage with the public in a popular and ever-growing medium. In addition to Oasis, our other groups such as Shriners Inter-
national, Shriners Hospitals for Children, the Grand Lodge of A.F.&A.M. of NC, DeMolay, Rainbows, Daughters of the Nile, local Masonic lodges 
and many more also have a Facebook page setup. These pages are used to share information about ceremonials, videos from beashrinernow.
com, pictures from events, and much more to engage our members, the public, and serve as a recruitment tool.

7) Phone Tree: We sent a message to members in arrears for both one and two years in an effort to assist with retention.

8) District Representatives: We have extensively worked through our DRs to work on NPD lists through phone calls and outreach. 
DRs are requested to summarize their findings and present as a report with notes on each member in order to meet needs, create a 
demit request list, update contact information and more.

9) Clubs and Units: We developed a clubs and units packet and invited all clubs and units to submit a one-page description of their 
group along with a picture. Those who submitted were included in the packet to be presented to new members. These info sheets were 
also used to create a huge three-panel lighted display that highlights the clubs and units at Ceremonials.

10) Shriners Village/MMS/Virtual Mentor Program: We learned in Tampa about the rich resources available online in Shriners 
Village and the Membership & Marketing System which provides comprehensive, real-time information on our membership including mul-
tiple reports on-demand. We also learned about the Virtual Mentor Program which ties directly to the beashrinernow.com website whereby 
any man can submit his information and interest in joining. The information is directed to Oasis and Noble Johnny King serves as the lead 
on this important membership recruitment program that pairs Oasis members with prospective members who learned about us online.

11) Masonic Education program: We developed a 15-20 minute educational program entitled “An Introduction to the Shriners” 
which we present in any Masonic lodge upon request/invitation and permission from the Master.

12) Membership Liaison for Clubs & Units: We recently announced that each club and unit is requested to appoint a “Membership 
Liaison” position with their information to be included in the 2015 Oasis Directory.

13) Young Shriners Club: We met the Potentate’s request to create a new club in Oasis, the “Young Shriners Club.” We have 301 
members who are under the age of 40. These members have all been invited to attend the inaugural meeting at the end of October for 
election of officers. We’ve included an online meeting/webinar option for those who cannot drive the distance to attend in person. We 
look to this club to raise the bar and challenge all clubs and units with membership initiatives and to HAVE FUN being a Shriner and 
include their ladies and families in events.

On behalf of the Oasis Membership Team, thanks to all our nobles and ladies who have provided time, energy, money, 
and other resources toward membership efforts this year. Stay tuned for the unveiling of our 2015 Club & Unit mem-
bership goals as well as a membership incentive program. Please drop me a line or give me a call to let us know how 
YOUR membership team may be of assistance.

YITF, 
Chris Hall, Membership Chairman

Membership Update

Latona Temple # 154
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the 
children of Shriners Hospitals

If you are a lady related by birth or 
marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason or 
Daughter of the Nile, you are eligible 
to become a member of this growing 
organization committed to supporting 
the important work of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. For more information 
on this dedicated fraternal order for 
women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 
996-5064 or Kathy Southworth, PQ at 
(704) 262-7739 or e-mail her at kfsouth@
yahoo.com.

Well. They Have Done It Again
For the fourth time in the last seven years, the Sand T’s, which 
is the small car unit of the Moore County Shrine Club, under 
the leadership of Jack Hendricks, have again won first place 
in the Mini Model T category at the 49th South Atlantic Shrine 
Association Fall Festival parade, held September 20th in Myr-
tle Beach, South Carolina.

On Saturday, September 20th, a parade lasting over four 
hours took place.  During this parade, participating pa-
rade units were judged on their overall performance and  
appearance.

In addition to winning four first place trophies in the past 
seven years, the Sand T’s have been awarded three second 
place trophies.  Quite an accomplishment to place and be 
awarded a trophy in all seven years.

You will see the Sand T’s driving their mini model T’s in many 
parades in Moore County, such as the upcoming Veterans and 
Christmas parades.  Their purpose is to bring to the publics 
attention the Shriners Children’s Hospitals, and bring aware-
ness of the work that Shriners do to support our 22 hospitals.
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OASIS CABIRI      By: John Elder, PP
As a representative of the Oasis Cabiri, I was proud to receive a framed picture of 
the Past Potentates who attended a Divan dinner back on February 9, 2013. Ill. Sir 
Fred Laxton put on a great event as a mixer for us to socialize and fellowship with 
our Divan and guests. Pictured from left to right are: Noble Dan Swanson (who 
framed the picture), Ill. Sirs Noble Sticky Burch and Noble Doyle Simmons. The 
picture can be seen at Oasis, just left of the Potentate’s office door.    

DeMolay is for guys, and IORG is for girls.
Both are for those looking to: have fun; make friends; 

gain self-confidence; learn to lead; and make a difference.

Visit our website at 
www.NCDeMolay.org

Or contact us at 
SMC@NCDeMolay.org

Visit our website at 
www.GoRainbow.org

Or contact us at 
NorthCarolinaIORG@gmail.com

Are you interested in 
leadership opportunities?

Do you like 

hanging out 

with friends?

Do you like community service?

Red Fez Shrine Club
Children’s Christmas Party

Sunday, December 7th

Lunch will be served from 12:30 - 2:00
Followed by a visit from Santa

Fried chicken, Ham, Macaroni & Cheese,
Green Beans, Rolls & Dessert

Adults $10.00
Children (7-11) $5.00

Children (6 and under) Free

Reservations are Required!!!
980-875-1257 or denisepelow@yahoo.com
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Join A Winning Team

NASCARTS
Captain Jim Church  336-215-5656

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Tom Barnhardt
Home: 704-932-0727  •  Cell: 704-796-5762

Can ye play the pipes?
Can ye play the drum?

Would you like to?
The Oasis Highlanders are 
recruiting new members and 
would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is 
the willingness to learn a rare 
skill. We also would like to have 
a drum major...Interested?

Gator tales WraP-UP
Thursday, August 21, 2014 brought eleven Ga-
tors and Gals and families to Newton, NC for their 
annual  Old Soldiers’ Reunion parade...kicking off 
at 5 pm on a beautiful afternoon,  thousands of 
families, old and young alike, lined the American 
flag-decorated  streets of the courthouse square 
and downtown area to watch and honor the  mil-
itary units and  our Veteran’s proceed with pride 
and the celebration of their service to America!!  
It was an honor to be included in the parade of 
198 units; the  Gator Patrol included  our sisters, 
nephews, grandchildren and “puppy”, along with 
our unit’s membership that was available to pa-
rade that day.  Fourteen or so of us continued our 
motto of “When we meet, we eat” and joined to-
gether at Olive Garden for an evening meal of fun 
and fellowship.

Sunday, September 7th, 2014 – Gator meet-
ing, swim party, cook-out, birthday bash  was 
enjoyed by 30-ish Gators and Gals in the after-
noon at Vickie and Kenny Jarrett’s home off of 
HWY 10 in Newton.  Delicious food was served 
by the Jarrett’s, desserts were shared by the 
membership, and a lot of water fun and “yak-
king” was happening around the tables.

Sunday, September 14th, 2014...Poker Run 
at Catawba County Shrine Clubhouse on 
HWY 10 in Newton...The Gator Patrol assisted the Shrine 
Club (Dennis Grigg, Chairperson) with the event that had 
160 Motorcycle Riders stopping at 6 stops and ending 
up at the Shrine Clubhouse for a BBQ dinner and Awards 
presentations/ Winners announcement. Not the perfect 
weather day, but a very nice and successful event and 
good food and fun was enjoyed by all who attended.

Friday through Sunday, September 19 – 21st, 2014 – 
SASA at SpringMaid Resort-Beach at South Myrtle 
Beach...over 30 Gators and Gals attended the festivities 
on this windy and cool September weekend of Shrine 
Events.  Some of our group arrived on Thursday and 
others by late Friday night, but nine Gators presented 
themselves at the 9 am parade kick-off ...likewise, the 
Gator Gals set themselves up right near the Judge’s 
Stand  to cheer and make noise for their guys!!! It 
paid off too...Gator Patrol was awarded 2nd place 

overall in the 4-wheel motorized category!! After-
noons were spent in fellowship in shared rooms or 
hospitality rooms, SASA Mart, or beaching or walk-
ing on the pier and watching the fishing or enjoy-
ing the presentations at 2:30!

Friday night the gang that was there ate together 
at Bubba’s Fish Shack in Surfside..special friend and 
Gator  Sam Potter who has moved from Hickory 
area to “the beach” joined us for dinner.  Good to 
see Sam Potter!!  Saturday night was enjoyed by 20 
of us at Damon’s restaurant right there beside our 
Spring Maid motel...walking distance and Gator dis-
tance away!!  Danced the night away!!!  Home again 
on Sunday!!

“And that’s the Way it Was...See ya’ later Gator!”
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“The Beat on the Street” 
with your Drum & Bugle Corps

In the October issue of The Desert Dust, I 
shared that I hoped to report back to you 
after the big SASA weekend of our suc-
cess, in the eyes of the judges.  Well, let 
me be honest with you all.  We didn’t bring 
home a trophy this year.  I know, I know. 
It was tough not to win and we were all 
disappointed but sometimes the wrong 
thing happens at just the right time. Con-
gratulations to everyone that did bring 
home a trophy.  Before leaving the topic 
of SASA, everyone in the Corps would like 
to say thanks to everyone that stopped by 
our hospitality room.  A tip of the Fez to our 
Captain Dale Morton, and Lady Terri for the 
time and effort that went into making the 
room a success again this year.  I know 
Lady Terri would be the first to say that 
she had a lot of help from many others in 
keeping the room running smoothly. It was 
certainly a success and a great time was 
had by all.  

Next was the big Homecoming Weekend at 
The Masonic Home for Children in Oxford.   

The Corps bounced back in a big way with 
a big turnout for the parade and we were 
able to put on a good show for those that 
lined the streets of Oxford.  The best thing 
that happened for the Corps was being able 
to donate all those piggy banks that we had 
been filling up back to the home.  If you re-
member reading in the March 2014 issue 
of The Desert Dust we told you the story 
of how one of our newest members, Scott 
Edwards and Lady Pam had gotten involved 
with the Home and had become a cottage 
sponsor. They are working with the Wil-
liams Memorial Cottage, which I might add, 
was an open house cottage for those that 
took the tour.  One idea that Scott found out 
about were the piggy banks that the Home 
asked people to put out in an effort to col-
lect change. A box full of empty banks was 
soon at one of our meetings.  Members 
and friends of the Corps quickly began to 
fill the red plastic pigs and it was decided 
that all of the banks would be presented 
at the same time at the celebration after 
the parade.  This also allowed the home to 

promote the use of the banks dur-
ing the ceremony. We are glad to 
report that more than 50 banks were 
placed into a treasure chest and 
presented!  

Cottage parents, Andy and Tracy 
Newton were on hand before the 
presentation with two of the young 
men from Williams Cottage, Jaheim 
and Jamario for a picture with mem-
bers of the Corps.  There are three 
other young men that were not able 
to be in the picture.  They are Logan, 
Chris, and Derick.  

In North Carolina, there is still great 
fellowship, teamwork, and respect 
between The Grand Lodge and the 
Shrine.   We all remember that our 
journey started in the Blue Lodge.  In 
the Drum & Bugle Corps we say “It’s 
a Family Thing” and I try to close 
these stories by typing “when the 
Shriner’s Hospital wins, we all win”!  
In the spirit of “It’s a Family Thing” 
allow me to close this story by say-
ing “when the Masonic Home for 
Children wins, we all win!

Ned Yates

CAPT. NOBLE SHEA FADEL, PC 
CHARLOTTE – 704/309-5396

LT. NOBLE DOUG TEAGUE, PC
TAYLORSVILLE – 828/381-8415

SEC. NOBLE JOHN ELDER, PC PP
HIGH POINT – 336/687-8139

NOBLE ALLEN JONES, PC
 THOMASVILLE – 336/313-0346

THE OASIS TEmPLE BAND

DID YOU PLAY IN A 
HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
OR COLLEGE BAND?
IF SO WE NEED YOU!

ATTENTION 
CLUBS & UNITS
If you are having a special 

event and would like 
photographs, please contact:

These photos may be displayed in the 
Desert Dust

 Mark Jordan
828-231-3880

mark5.jpg@gmail.com
PO Box 632 

Weaverville, NC 28787-0632
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Rick McLemore,  
Sales Manager
Provost Guard

Steve Lee, Internet Manager
Provost Guard

Scott McCorkle, Owner
Drum & Bugle

Billy Joe Estes,  
Finance Manager

Ambassador at Large

- Our Job Is Not Done When We Sign The Top Line -

We all, as Shrine 
members, are at 
one time or an-

other guilty of not doing our 
duty as relates to our new 
Shriners.

Many times, we see new 
faces at our functions, and 
we do not take the time to 
drift over and introduce 
ourselves.  

Lots of times, we see new 
Shriners take that awesome 
trip across the Hot Sands, 
and we wonder what hap-
pened to them.  We don’t 
see them at Oasis functions.  
We don’t see them at local 

Shrine Club events.  And 
we don’t see them joining 
parade units.  Where are 
they?????  

Although the Provost Guard 
does an excellent job by 
mentoring our new Shri-
ners, it takes more than 
that.  It takes each member 
taking the time to welcome 
these new Shriners and their 
Ladies.  It should be the goal 
of each Shriner who signs 
the top line or the bottom 
line on any petition to take 
that Shriner under his wing.  
Call him and invite him and 
his Lady to the Oasis events.  
Invite them to your local 

Club events.  Let them know 
they are welcome.  

It is a well-known fact that 
we, as seasoned Shriners, are 
getting older by the day, and 
some of the jobs that we have 
done for many years become 
harder and harder each year, 
simply because, even though 
we do not want to admit it, 
age has it’s barriers.  What a 
wonderful opportunity it is to 
take the new Shriner that you 
have the distinction of bring-
ing into our ranks and train 
him to take over when you 
are no longer able.  What a 
great experience it will be for 
them to enjoy the wonderful 

feeling we all have when we 
work for our Children.  

These young Shriners will 
never have the joyful expe-
rience of helping our Chil-
dren if they are not invited 
to do so, and many will not 
do so if not invited.

Let us all as seasoned Shri-
ners take the time to intro-
duce, invite and make wel-
come our new Shriners.  We 
were once one too.  And we 
will be forever grateful to 
the Nobles who took us un-
der their wing and brought 
us to where we are today.  

RANDOLPH SHRINE CLUB 
MONTH OF GUNS 

DRAWING 2014

DRAWING EVERYDAY IN 
NOVEMBER 1st-30th

at PCC GUNS & AMMO
339 South Main St., 

Randleman, NC 27317
336-495-8379

Proceeds go to RANDOLPH SHRINE CLUB

TICKETS $10 EACH
Only 600 Tickets will be sold!

See the October issue of the Desert Dust for a full list of rules & details
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Oasis steel Drum BanD

Got that island flair? Know your way ‘round those wild 
tropical shirts? then come join one of the most popular 

parade & entertainment units

- The Oasis sTeel Drum BanD!
call captain doc phifer  803-675-7705

phifers@comporium.net

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money 

for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
• Meetings the 2nd Thurs. of the month
• Annual Keystone Kop Golf Tournament
• SASA and Oasis Installation Trips
• Antique Car Show Appearances
• Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact 
Captain Cal 
Greene for 

Information: 

704-578-9396 
cal.greene5@

yahoo.com

OASIS SHRINE BAND  By: John Elder, PP

Interim Band Director, Patrick Watkins, received his 3rd Degree 
Saturday, October 4th , at Lee Lodge # 253 in Taylorsville, NC. 

Pictured left to right are Band Members: Leslie Dix, PM; Patrick; Alan 
Jones, PM PC; and John Elder, PC PP. 
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For more information, call 321-604-5050

Tickets are $5.00 per ticket or $20.00 for five tickets

Winning ticket will be drawn on December 23, 2014

Kids with physical disabilities are twice as likely to be bullied, according to our friends 
at the National Bullying Prevention Center.

At Shriners Hospitals for Children®, we get to know thousands of patients who are cop-
ing with orthopaedic conditions, spinal cord injuries, burns, or cleft lip or palate. And it 
breaks my heart to think they may be subjected to abuse when they return to school. 
Help us take a stand against bullying at CutTheBullNow.org.

I’m so proud to have former patient, award-winning actor, and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Love to the rescue® Ambassador RJ Mitte serve as part of this effort. RJ has 
spoken eloquently about his experiences: “I was born with cerebral palsy, and my dis-
ability made me a target for bullies. I was harassed, knocked down and even had my 
hand broken. But, I was lucky. I had my friends, my family, and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children to help me become stronger - inside and out.”

That’s why Shriners Hospitals for Children’s care doesn’t stop at the hospital door. We go 
into schools to teach our patients’ classmates about how everyone deserves respect.
Together, we can #CutTheBull and put an end to bullying. We have the ability to make a 
difference. We can embrace others for who they are, not who we think they should be.

Visit CutTheBullNow.org to learn more and sign the pledge! Please share this special 
message with your friends and family today.

Sincerely,
Dale Stauss   Chairman of the Board of Directors   Shriners Hospitals for Children®

#CuttheBull

This possum was able to sneak onto a D & B Fez that was positioned to show 
the treasure chest of “MHCO Piggy Banks” being donated by the Corps.
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NEWS RELEASEMECKLENBURG SHRINE 
CLUB NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PARTY
Wednesday December 31st, 2014

Doors Open @ 7:30 pm
$20 per person/$40 per Couple

Dress: Festive
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres

Champaign Toast at Midnight
Watch the ball drop on the giant TV

Entertainment by Brian Wilson
Please RSVP by Dec. 29, 2014 to 

Sam Moody- 980-722-7951 or 
Email: sambo477@aol.com

Make checks payable to Mecklenburg Shrine Club 

Mail to: 146 Water Oak Drive  Pineville, N. C. 28134

NOTICE OF 2015 
ELECTIONS

In accordance with Article 25, §325.1 of the Bylaws of the Shriners 
International, notice is hereby given for the election of officers of 
Oasis Shriners at a stated meeting commencing at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, December 6, 2014 at the Oasis Shrine Center at 604 Doug 
Mayes Place, Charlotte, North Carolina, 28262. Elected will be 
the seven officers of the Divan comprising the Board of Directors, 
including Potentate, Chief Rabban, Assistant Rabban, High Priest 
& Prophet, Oriental Guide, Recorder and Treasurer. In addition, 
election will be held for four representatives to the Imperial Session 
and two representatives to the South Atlantic Shrine Association.

Article 25, §325.11
Election Regulations

(a) Electioneering.   A candidate for an elected office in a Shrine 
temple may print, publish and circulate during the year he is seeking 
the elected office, a resume consisting of his educational background, 
his vocational history, and his Masonic and Shrine record. Except as 
provided in the prior sentence, the printing, publication, circulating 
or distribution of resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, email or 
other devices, by a unit, club, Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, 
recommending, opposing, or containing the names of proposed 
candidates for office in the temple is prohibited.

(b) Expenditures Prohibited.   The expenditure of money for 
gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for elected office 
is prohibited.

(c) Violation.   For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial 
Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, and he may declare the 
election of the officers void and order a new election.

(d) Notice.   At least one week prior to the annual meeting or 
any election, the temple Recorder shall mail to each member a notice 
thereof containing this section.

Amend. 2011
     Gary D. Taylor, PP
     Recorder
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NEWS RELEASE
“Honor our youth and veterans” is the re-
sounding theme of Oasis Shriners’ big meeting in 
Hickory, N.C. Saturday November 1, 2014. More 
than 1,000 Shriners will convene in and about 
the Hickory Metro Convention Center in colorful 
fezzes and costumes to recognize the outstanding 
youth and veterans of the great Hickory area, to 
conduct Shrine business including induction of a 
number of new members, and to stage a highly 
entertaining parade through downtown Hickory. 

Oasis Shriners is the largest of the 195 chapters of Shriners International with nearly 6,000 
members from the 50 western counties of North Carolina. Oasis Shriners is also the biggest 
contributor of the 195 Shriners International Chapters to Shriners Hospitals for Children “the 
world’s greatest philanthropy”. Oasis Shriners contributed $ 1,400,000 to the hospitals in 
2013 and is on track to make an even larger contribution for 2014. Shriners Hospitals for 
Children treat 124,000 active patients for orthopedic problems, burns, spinal conditions, cleft 
lip, cleft palate, cerebral palsy and other serious physical problems. A number of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children patients live in the Hickory area. Oasis provides, through a dedicated 
group of volunteer Shriners the Oasis Tripsters, free transportation to children and parents to 
state of the art specialty hospitals to provide the best possible care. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children spent over $850,000,000 in the past year on treatment and 
research conducted at 20 national and two international hospitals dedicated to treating young 
people. Oasis Shriners are also raising money to help the many wounded veterans of the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars. Oasis, partnering with Charlotte Bridge Home is currently providing 
service “comfort” dogs to traumatized veterans of these recent wars. 

The Oasis Hickory meeting will start with a rousing welcoming program at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Hickory Metro Convention Center. The general public is invited to this stimulating program. 
Hickory Mayor Rudy Wright, Senator Kay Hagan, Congressman Patrick McHenry, Congress-
woman Virginia Foxx, Speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives Thom Tillis, 
and Hickory members of the North Carolina Senate and House have been invited to attend 

this program and to participate in the Shriners 2:00 p.m. parade through downtown Hickory. 
Before the parade Oasis Shriners Chief Executive Officer David Sumpter, a Murphy, N.C. attorney, 
and notable guests will give brief greetings from a speakers platform on the parade route in 
downtown Hickory at 1:30 p.m. Sumpter will honor Shriners Hospitals patients and parents on 
the parade platform. Sumpter will also give special recognition and contributions to Hickory 
high school students, St. Stephens High School students and Lenoir-Ryne college students on 
this platform during the parade.

Oasis Shriners has invited the Hickory high school band, football team and cheerleaders, the St. 
Stephens high school band, football team and cheerleaders, and the Lenoir-Ryne pep band to 
participate in a blockbuster parade through downtown Hickory. 

The parade will star international award winning Shriner units including the Oasis Scooter 
Patrol, the Sand T’s, the Mountain Buggies, the Oasis Dunecats, the Oasis Nascarts (mini Nascar 
cars), the Oasis Gator Patrol (lots of gators with steam and flashing eyes ridden by hearty Shri-
ners), the Surry Mini Truckers, the daredevil antics of the Oasis 500’s and the Piedmont Pistons, 
the madcap antics of the Oasis Hillbillys, the colorful Oasis Patrol and Drum and Bugle Corps, 
the bagpipes of the Oasis Highlanders, the exotic tunes of the Oriental Band, the patrotic march-
es of the Oasis Band, the fun of the Oasis Keystone Cops, the Oasis Desert Rangers, the Big Rigs, 
the classic cars of the Oasis Oldies and the Oasis Ragtops, and the flamboyant Ritualistic Cast. 

Many other Shrine leaders, unit and club members will participate in the parade. There will also 
be colorful participation by local Masonic lodges, the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry and the York 
Rite of Freemasonry. All Shriners are Freemasons but not all Masons are Shriners. 

“Bring in the clowns”. “Let the fun begin.” The wonderful Oasis Clowns will be present through-
out the parade giving small tossing small footballs and giving coveted “fezzy bears” to children 
along the parade route. Oasis Shriners CEO Sumpter enthusiastically states “we plan to make 
this meeting a great celebration of the courage and strength of our hospital patients and parents 
and of our veterans and of the steadfast devotion of our members to helping young people and 
veterans. We also want this to be a great celebration of the Hickory area and our many fine 
members from this outstanding part of our wonderful state. We hope that many local residents 
will come out and join the fun of this celebration.”

this possum must have taken the cottage 
tour at the “Homecoming Celebration”.  We 
see it here on a pumpkin on the front porch 

of the Williams Cottage at the Masonic 
Home for Children in oxford, NC.
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Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades

Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain Mark “Shortcake” Murphy, 
336-561-3630

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members
No Experience Necessary

The World 
Loves A Clown

Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Benefit For

Sponsored by ST12
Saturday, November 15, 2014

at Southside Customs
1851 E. Dixon Blvd.   Shelby, NC

704-482-0302
for more information visit: www.ST12.org

  or email us at: odmcpeak@gmail.com

50/50           Silent Auction           TShirts

Live Band
   Buick mcKane
Chicken & BBQ plates
   starting at 2pm

Poker Run
1 hand $15 or 2 for $25
registration 10am
1st Bike out at 11am
last Bike in 4pm

Recognize the Hard-Working Noble in Your Temple or Hospital

We are excited to an-
nounce that after initi-
ating the Shriner of the 
Month Award recogni-
tion program at the be-
ginning of this year, we 
are now opening it up to 
include all of our temples 
and hospitals! We want 
to honor the everyday, 
hardworking, always-
there-for-whatever-you-
need-him-for Shriner in 
your temple or hospital. 
You know who we mean, 
and we want to hear 
about him.

The Shriner of the Month 
Award was designed 
to honor members who 
demonstrate a deep 
commitment to both the 
fraternity and philanthro-
py, Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. Personal 
displays of leadership, 
especially by example, 
consistent participation 
in temple activities and 
efforts, and/or contribu-
tions to the health care 
system, will all add to 
one’s consideration for 
the award. In short, we 

want to honor the “un-
sung hero” of Shriners 
International.

Each month, one out-
standing noble will be 
chosen as the Shriner 
of the Month. To make it 
easier on our nomination 
board, we will be taking 
nominations quarterly. 
This round, your nomina-
tions will be considered 
for the months of No-
vember, December and 
January. To recognize 
this individual and his ex-

THE SHRINER OF THE MONTH traordinary contributions, 
a personal profile will be 
highlighted on Shriners 
Village, the Shriners In-
ternational website and 
more. In addition, the 
winner will receive a 
signed plaque from the 
Imperial Potentate and 
commemorative pin.

For more information and 
details on how to submit 
a nomination for Shriner 
of the Month, please visit 
Shriners Village.

Reprinted from The Public Relations Voice,
September 2014 Edition
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Chaplain’s Corner
“WE CAN BE AS EAGLES”

“Those who hope (or wait) on the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles…” Isaiah 40:43

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners.  He is Chaplain, McLean Funeral Directors 
(Gastonia), and Minister of Visitation of First Presbyterian, Gastonia.  In the fiscal Shrine Year, 
2012-13, he served Shriners International Imperial Potentate Al Madsen as Imperial Chaplain.  
He can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com

The other day as I purged 
files, I came across some 
thoughts that a cousin of 
mine, Rev. Lee Stocks, had 
shared with the congrega-
tion of First Baptist, Kern-
ersville when he served 

as an interim pastor there 
some years ago.  

Lee reminded the congre-
gation that an eagle knows 
when a storm is approach-
ing long before it breaks.  

NEWS OF THE PAST MASTERS UNIT

A very special THANK YOU and “tip” of the Fez to our very own Kermit Nash.  W.B. 
and Noble Kermit is providing a Army deuce and a half complete with a trailer 
to showcase the Past Masters Unit in parades!  No one can miss the PMU now, as 

Sgt. Mike Kerhoulas has had large OASIS PAST MASTER BANNERS made.  The banners 
fit really well on both sides of the deuce and a half. 

Illustrious Sir and W. B. Terry Jones, Unit Captain said, “Kermit and Mike did a 
fabulous job in designing and manufacturing these banners. These banners are truly 
second to none.”  

Congratulation to the PMU’s ever-faithful secretary, W.B. and Noble Gordy Peeler who 
has been appointed DDGM for the 28th Masonic District. 

Also, congratulations to our own R.W. and Noble Brother Doug Caudle who is now 
GRAND MASTER-ELECT of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina!!!! 

Brethren, please keep our Captain, Terry Jones and Sgt. Jeff Main in our prayers as 
they contend with health issues.   

By the time you receive this “news”, The Past Masters Unit will have had its October 
31, 2014 meeting (4:00 p.m.) in the Conover Room at The Holiday Inn in Hickory.  
More on this meeting next time.   

If you are interested in being active in the Unit as a Sergeant, as a Blue Lodge 
Ambassador, or a Corporal,  or if you would like to explore becoming a member 
of the Past Masters Unit, please do not hesitate to contact:  Terry Jones, P.M.,P.P., 
Captain, 5002 White Oak Dr., Lexington, N.C. 27295, Phone (336) 764-5502, e-mail:  
tkjonespp@gmail.com, or Past Masters’ Secretary, Noble Gordy Peeler, P.M., 520 
Cantiberry Drive, Salisbury, NC 28146, phone (704) 279-5764.  He can be reached by 
e-mail at gordypeeler@msn.com.   

John H. Stanley,  
P.P., Chaplain

Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or 
are interested in the old 
classics come join us for 
some fun and fellowship

Captain: Charles Hale  Home: (336) 696-2652  Cell: (336) 902-9090
Lieutenant: Thomas Sumpter  Cell: (828) 361-8532
Secretary-Treasurer: Pat Stanly  (336) 775-0620

We meet the 1st Sunday of the Month - Nobles & Ladies
Logan’s Roadhouse in Statesville at 3 pm

Visit masonicpennies.com 
for pricing. Order a set or just 
one. Masonic emblem on the 
front of each penny with your 
choice of 7 different emblems 

on the back.

MASONIC PENNIES

The eagle will fly to some 
high spot and wait for the 
winds to come.  

When the storm hits, it 
sets its wings so that the 
wind will pick it up and lift 

it above the storm.  While 
the storm rages below, the 
eagle is soaring above it. 
 
The eagle does not escape 
the storm!  It simply uses 
the storm to lift it higher.  
It rises on the winds that 
bring the storm.  

When the storms of life 
come upon us—and all of 
us will experience them—
we can rise above them by 
setting our minds and our 
belief above them.  God en-
ables us to ride the winds 
of the storms that bring 
sickness, tragedy, failure, 
and disapopointment in our 
lives.  We, too, can soar 
above the storm.  

Lee reminds us that it is 
not the burdens of life that 
weigh us down, it is how 
we react to them.  As Rev. 
James W. Moore reminds 
us in his book:    “When 
trouble comes, when dis-
appointment breaks your 
heart, when sorrow grips 
your spirit, you have a 
choice…, “You can Get 
Bitter or Better” (© 1989, 
Abingdon Press, Dimen-
sions for Living, Nashville, 
TN.   Will we allow God to lift 
us above the storms of life? 

The Bible says:  “Those 
who hope (some versions 
state:  “Those who WAIT 
on the Lord…”) will renew 
their strength.  They will 
soar on wings like eagles.” 

Poker Run
1 hand $15 or 2 for $25
registration 10am
1st Bike out at 11am
last Bike in 4pm
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PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB
3RD MONDAY of the MONTH

6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S  •   HWY 150 MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, PC, President  •  336-996-8712

SHRINE INTERNATIONAL HAS A NEW FACEBOOK PAGE! IF YOU ARE A FACEBOOK SHRINER, 
VISIT THE PAGE AND LIKE IT.  LET THEM KNOW YOU SAW IT.  YOU WILL LIKE IT!

For AdditionAl inFormAtion on the thundering Scooter PAtrol:

cAPtAin dAvid rickettS 336-613-5173  P.c. terry cox 336-509-6545

Scooter Patrol

2014-Captain-2015    

Sit on the sidelines? Not Conner.

Despite being born with proximal 
femoral focal deficiency (PFFD) in 
both legs - a condition that left his 
feet attached to his legs without an-
kles, femurs, or knees - Conner nev-
er let his disability slow him down. 

Ever since he was just a young boy, 
you’d find this brave young man 
dominating his able-bodied compe-
tition on the tennis court. As he be-
gan winning, he also began inspir-
ing others. “You just need to have a 
positive attitude, have fun, and not 
worry about missing a shot,” Conner 
says. And now he’s a champion!

Some of his biggest cheerleaders 
are his doctors, nurses, and the staff 
at Shriners Hospitals for Children® - 
Greenville, who cared for him dur-
ing his multiple surgeries as a very 
young child. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children doesn’t just help kids survive they help kids 
like Conner thrive! And support from people just like you makes it possible.

When you send a gift to Shriners Hospitals for Children, you send Love to the 
rescueR for kids and their families when they need it most. It’s a gift of hope, 
health, and happiness. 

Your gift of $50, $75 or $100 allows us to help other kids like Conner live their 
dreams! 

Sincerely,

Dale Stauss 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Shriners Hospitals for Children®

P.S. Shriners Hospitals for Children provides its life-changing care regardless 
of a family’s ability to pay. You can help provide that amazing gift to a family 
with your donation today.

We’ve hidden Illustrious Sir David Sumpter 
3 times throughout this edition of the 

Desert Dust!
Can you find them all?

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier

“You just need to have a positive attitude, 
have fun, and not worry about missing a 

shot,” says Conner.
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Social - 6:30 PM
Meal - 7:00 PM
Meeting - 7:30 PM

RemindeR:
All ads & articles for the december edition 

of the desert dust must be submitted by 
november 10

ATTENTION NOBLES: The Shriners on Bikes “Riding Club” aka SOB’s has 
been re chartered and will have a  meeting November 8th to Elect & Vote 
on Officers. If you are interested in casting a ballot for office please come 
out or if you cannot be present you may email Tommy Helms Oasis Direc-
tor @ tommy.helms@airgas.com giving your full information and which of-
fice you would like to be nominated.  Regardless if you would like to be 
an Officer please come out to fellowship with other riders and learn more 
about this Club. 

PLACE: Metrolina Shrine Club 5930  Brookshire Blvd Charlotte NC 28216 
TIME: 9:00 A.M

CONTACT: Tommy Helms: tommy.helms@airgas.com or 704-621-9308

Charlotte Bridge Home 
Recognition on Fox News 

Interview of George W. Bush

Friends -  Charlotte Bridge Home, 
our partner in providing service 
dogs for veterans, received some 

excellent recognition this week in the 
subject interview. The interview took 
place at a veterans’ golf tournament 
in Texas to benefit wounded veterans. 
This effort has the strong support of 
the former President. We plan to pres-
ent two service dogs, provided by Oa-
sis shriners fine fundraising efforts to 
veterans within the next month. One 
will be presented at the Oasis Veterans 
Program next month 11/15/2014 at 
Oasis Shrine Center.
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DONOR                                    IN MEMORY OF:

S Memorials S

Oasis Hillbilly Parade Dana Michelle Smith

TW “Buck” Carlton Don Tilley

Evelyn & Bill Harward Dorothy Caldwell

Evelyn & Bill Harward Elsie Craig Johnson

Deforest Maness Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Harold & Susan Davis Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Jim & Judy Coleman Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Joe Deich Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Roy & Ann Williams Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Sticky Burch Evelyn Gregory (Lady)

Dr & Mrs Antonios Z Karamalegos Fred Albert Dennis, Jr

Hillbilly Clan 13 Jessie Murray (Lady)

Oasis Camping Club Jessie Murray (Lady)

William N Robertson Jimmy Robertson

Evelyn & Bill Harward Leon Ensley

Morning Coffee Club Marilyn Stamey

Greenfiled Pickers Martha Badger (Lady)

Rebecca Clark Martha Badger (Lady)

Susan Thompson Martha Badger (Lady)

Bill Parke Pat Ryan

Jim & Judy Coleman Polly Davis

Donnie C Deese Sam Wilson (Noble)

Robert & Karen Marshall Ted Craig

DONOR                                  IN HONOR OF:

S Honors S

Arthur & Eulah Stamey Phillip & Diana Wright

~ 2014 ~ 
oasis sChedule

Oct. 31 – Nov. 2 Fall Ceremonial, Hickory, NC

Nov. 15 Oasis Veteran’s Appreciation Night

Nov. 20 Oasis Shrine Circus, Fletcher, NC

Nov. 21 - 22 Oasis Shrine Circus, Concord, NC

Dec. 6 Oasis 2015 Elections/Annual Meeting

Dec. 20 Shrine Bowl 
~ 2015 ~ 
oasis sChedule

Jan. 9 Club/Unit Appreciation/Awards

Jan 10 2015 Divan Installation

Jan 16-17 Shrine East-West All-Stars, 

 St. Petersburg, FL

Jan 24 2015 Club/Unit Officer Orientation

If you have not signed up for  
Shriners Village, do so today.  

Shriners Village is a website 
designed to keep members of 

Shrine International up to date on 
all aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village  
and follow the instructions.   

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.

www.shrinershq.org
www.facebook.com/ 

shrinersinternational
www.twitter.com/shriners
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CLUBS/UNITS

 $13,287.03 Blue Ridge Shrine Club - 7th Annual Charity Ride

 $375.00  East Burke Shrine Club - Plaque & Year Bar Sale

 $570.00  Nascarts - Donation

 $1,500.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club - Guitar & Other Raffle

 $177.31  Smoky Mountain Shrine Club - Donation

 $3,500.00  Smoky Mountain Shrine Gems - Donation

 $2,500.00  Tri County Shrine Club Ladies - Donation

 $8,000.00  Western NC Shrine Club - Golf Tournament

Abernethy’s Garage (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Akeary G Vick

Alfred J Brown

Alvin A Adams

American Legion Post Social Quarters (East Burke Shrine Club)

Andy Brinkley Studio (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Ardie C Banker

Arnold C Wagoner

Arnold E Walser

Bethel Baptist Church (Robbinsville Shrine Club)

Bill Howard

Billy Allen Barnhardt

Billy J Joyce

Bo Peep Grill (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Bob’s Repair Service (Lincoln County Shrine Club)

C Nolan Berry (East Burke Shrine Club)

Carswell & Sons Builders (East Burke Shrine Club)

Carswell Heating & Air (East Burke Shrine Club)

Chadney W Houk

Charles A Whiteside

Charles E Cathey, Sr

Charles E Dixon, Jr

Charles E Hicks, Jr

Charles E Sutherland

Charles F Finley

Charles P Clark

Charles Spence (Western NC Shrine Club)

Charles V Banks

Charlotte Charter Jet (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Christopher M Stevens

Cooksville Grill (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Curtis B Shoff

Danny Brittain Construction (Lincoln County Shrine Club)

Darrell A Keller

David A Wilson

David B Sentelle

David C Bass, Sr

David D Sumpter

David L McConnell, Jr

Dewey D Forbes

Donald A McAllister

Donnie E Cook

S Donations S S Donations S

PASSED WITHIN  
THE UNSEEN TEMPLE

MEMBER# NAME CITY, STATE CREATED   DIED

20351 Arch M McLeod Matthews, NC  10/26/68 2/16/13

22441 Billy R Varner Lexington, NC  5/15/71 8/30/14

35141 Owen J Kent Fletcher, NC  11/2/91 9/19/14

27226 Samuel M Wilson, Jr. Huntersville, NC  1/29/77 9/21/14

25525 James R Dick  New London, NC  5/24/75 9/22/14

17304 Billy F Love Concord, NC  6/8/63 9/23/14

27995 Benton N Gooch, Jr. Winston Salem, NC  5/13/78 9/24/14

35010 James D Crowe, Jr Salisbury, NC  6/1/91 9/30/14

21822 Thomas W Danner, Jr. Catwaba, NC  10/31/70 10/2/14

–  NOVEMBER 2014  –

Douglas C Sparrow

Douglas E Hefner (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Douglas L Mason

Dr James B Graham (Appalachian Shrine Club)

East Coast Countertops Inc 
(Union County Shrine Club)

Felton R Godwin

Fletcher Horn

Floyd J Boling, Jr

Frank J Mariano, Jr

Gary W Wood

George W Simpson

Gregory F Strother

H David Reese (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Harold L Reid (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Harry C Corbin

Harry D Goff

Herbert T Wyche

Horace L Van Hoy

J David Whitener (Catawba County Shrine Club)

J Heath Shuler

James C Black

James C Walker

James G Friday

James H Church

James K Shearon

James W Niell

James W Oglesby

Jeffrey H Millick

Jeffrey P Cohen

Jerry D Koonce

Jesse E Hampton, Jr

Joe R Ketchie

John A Phares

Johnny King (Union County Shrine Club)

Johnny R Thomason

Joseph S Henry

Julian R Burns

Julien G Highsmith

Kenneth A Alderman

Kenneth L Barber

Kenneth R Betler

Kenton L Tarbutton

Leon D Everington

Leonard H Harris

Leslie V Dix, II

Louis A Bledsoe, Jr

Loy W Cannon

Mack A Cooke

Malcolm D Goss, Jr

Martin P Carpenter

Max L Gouge, Jr

Merlin G Barrier

Mountain Creek Baptist Church 
(Robbinsville Shrine Club)

Mountain Fried Chicken (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Mtn View Home & Garden Center Inc 
(Catawba County Shrine Club)

Murray M Skeen

Nantahala Meats & Poultry Inc (Smoky Mtn Shrine Club)

Orient A Muse

Penny Patch (East Burke Shrine Club)

Phillip E Edwards

Ralph C Brown

Ralph J Hardy

Ralston M Pound, Jr

Ricahrd Bravard (East Burke Shrine Club)

Richard K Garrison

Rick’s Cycle Inc (East Burke Shrine Club)

Robert E Beane

Robert E Gresham, Jr

Robert F Oliver

Robert G Walters

Robert G Wilkinson

Robert M Royster

Rockwell S Boyle, Jr

Roger D James, Jr

Roger W Miller

Ronald C Bowman

Ronald L Horton

Ronald W Benfield

Roy G Dickey

Roy O Stiles, Jr

RWS Computer Inc (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

Smokefoot Trade & Loan (East Burke Shrine Club)

Smoky Mountain Chevrolet (Smoky Mtn Shrine Club)

Stephen T Forrest (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

Steven E Anderson (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

Steven F Johnson

T&W Group LLC (Catawba County Shrine Club)

Terry J Helms

Thomas A Jenkins

Timothy M Glenn

Tony B White

Unifour Auto Sales (Catawba County Shrine Club)

W Fred & Susanne Higgins 
(Hendersonville Shrine Club)

William A Sides

William E Faulkner

William N Robertson

William R Fuller

WM Alfred Keller (Catawba County Shrine Club)
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All Services Provided Regardless of the Families’ Ability to Pay

Burns

Plastic Surgery

Cleft Lip & Palate

Reconstructive Surgery

Complex Wounds & Skin Conditions

CONDITIONS TREATED

News from Cincinnati
Specialty care beyond the burn

Shriners Hospitals for Children® - Cincinnati has been repairing cleft lips and cleft palates for more than 20 years. In 2011, the hospital 
was awarded official designation as a Cleft Lip & Palate Team by the Cleft Palate Foundation and the American Cleft Palate-Craniofacial 
Association (ACPA) on its first application.

Oro-facial clefts occur in nearly one out of 600 births in the United States and is one 
of the most common birth defects treated by pediatric plastic surgeons. Clefts of the lip 
and palate are complex conditions which affect not only the child’s appearance and self-
esteem but also his or her function: The child’s ability to breathe, speak, hear and eat 
properly. Because of this, treatment involves the close cooperation of a number of medical 
and dental specialists.

No two facial clefts are ever the same. Depending on the type and severity of the problem, 
a child may need the help of a variety of specialists including:

  • Audiologists
  • Nurses and nurse practitioners
  • Ear, nose and throat surgeons
  • Pediatricians
  • Pediatric dentists
  • Pediatric plastic surgeons
  • Psychologists
  • Speech-language pathologists
  • Social worker/care coordinators

Collaboration among team members is vitally important, as is stringent record keeping ensuring continuity of care.

The application process for this designation is rigorous. A lengthy application must be completed and several exhibits are required, including 
medical records, examples of hospital policies, current member continuing education credits, and specific assessment and documentation 
records.

Cincinnati Shriners Hospital Cleft Lip & Palate Program:
TEAMWORK & CLINICAL EXCELLENCE

If you know a child we can help, go to 
shrinershospitalcincinnati.org or call:

Plastic Surgery 
Services
855-206-2096

Burn and Emergency 
Services
866-947-7840

Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati is one of only four freestanding hospitals in the country dedicated to the treatment of pediatric burns and specializing 
in plastic and reconstructive surgery. Our physicians’ experience and expertise in pediatric burn treatment, cleft lip and palate, complex wound and skin conditions, 
and plastic and reconstructive surgery makes Shriners Hospitals for Children – Cincinnati a first choice for care.

Cleft lip and palate is a common and serious condition. Shriners Hospitals for Children - Cincinnati is 
committed to improving care for children with this condition through a comprehensive, coordinated 
program of clinical excellence, education and research. To schedule an appointment for cleft lip and 
palate care, call 855-206-2096, or visit our website at www.shrinershospitalcincinnati.org and 
complete the Schedule An Appointment form.


