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Nobles and Ladies: 2014 
has gotten off to a tre-
mendous start with an 

extremely productive Club/Unit 
Orientation.  It was great to have 
such a complete representation 
from our Clubs and Units to re-
ceive valuable information, which 
will make our year at Oasis more 
complete, and help each mem-
ber Put a Shrine Child in your 
Heart – and keep it there.  Many 
thanks go out to Chief Rabban 
Todd Ham, the members of the 
Divan, our Committee members 
who participated, the Desert Dust, 
and especially to Wendy and Lori 
for their exemplary coordination 
of this informative session.   For 
those few Club and Unit officers 
who were unable to attend, please 
review the information sent to you 
and share it with your Club and 
Unit members.  

Our next exciting event will be the 
Spring Cold Sands Ceremonial 

Hello Nobles, Ladies, and 
Friends of the Shrine.  I 
took last month off to 

gather my thoughts and rest 
from all the 2013 year-end activi-
ties.   My message this month will 
focus on recent correspondence 
from Imperial Sir Douglas Max-
well, Past Imperial Potentate, 
and Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children, otherwise known 
(informally) as “The Big Kahu-
na” in the Shrine.    

Imperial Sir Doug had just re-
turned from attending a strate-
gic planning session in Tampa 
that included Doctors, hospital 

at Hamlet Lodge in Hamlet, NC.  
Please do your best to bring those 
petitions in for this event.  We are 
sorely in need of new members 
and new workers in order to re-
main the number one Temple in 
the world.  Contact your Member-
ship committee with any ques-
tions you may have.  Try your best 
to bring in two petitions per year.  
We will certainly see the fruits of 
our labors by doing so.

Our Paper Crusade is scheduled 
for May 2nd and 3rd.   In those 
Clubs and Units where there is a 
shortage of volunteers willing or 
able to work for an entire morn-
ing or afternoon, try to tailor 
your work assignments for short 
two or three hour sessions.  This 
will serve to spread the work as-
signment out, and will perhaps 
allow for even more volunteers 
who have not been able to work 
due to the long assignments in 
the past.  And keep in mind that 
there are a number of Ladies who 

would be willing to work also if 
given the opportunity.  This effort 
is a major factor in our yearly 
contribution to our hospitals, 
and we need to maximize our 
effort.  You may also want to 
schedule more than one Paper 
Crusade event.  It is acceptable 
to hold as many of these events 
over the year as you may want.  
Simply notify the Shrine Center to 
schedule them and get approval, 
per Shrine law.

To all Club Secretaries.  Please 
forward contact information 
for the person responsible for 
Community Events and/or Public 
Relations for each major newspa-
per company serving your area to 
George Wilcox, Chairman, Public 
Relations, Oasis Shrine Temple.  
His email address is wilcpen@
aol.com, and send a copy to Ter-
ry Cox, Editor, The Desert Dust at 
coxterj@hotmail.com.  We will 
be making an effort to publicize 
Shriners and events, which will 

be a boost to your club and unit.  
Help us to help you.

In addition, we ask that each 
Club Secretary canvas your 
membership roster and provide 
Oasis with information about 
Military Service on each veteran 
member of your club or unit.  We 
would like information regard-
ing Branch of Service, years of 
service, and whether the mem-
ber is a veteran of a foreign war 
or conflict.  We plan to recognize 
our military veterans this year, 
and this information is vital. 

If you are a veteran, and are not 
contacted shortly by your Club 
Secretary, give them a call and pro-
vide them with this information.  If 
you are not a member of a club or 
unit, please give a call to Wendy or 
Lori at headquarters and provide 
them with the requested infor-
mation.  We do not want to leave 
anyone out, but are limited to the 
information we receive.

Your Oasis Divan and Member-
ship Committee are seeking to 
identify former Nobles who may 
consider renewing their mem-
bership to Oasis, e.g., someone 
whose membership has been 
suspended or terminated for 
non-payment of dues; or, who 
may have cancelled his mem-
bership for another reason, but 

if personally invited again, may 
well reconsider and welcome the 
opportunity.  If you have knowl-
edge of any eligible Mason who 
fits this category, please make 
contact.  If you need assistance, 
or have questions regarding the 
process of reinstatement, con-
tact Noble Chris Hall, Member-
ship Chairman, Oasis Shrine at 
chrishallnc@gmail.com.

Your Assistant Rabban, Noble 
Johnny King, reminds us that 
renewing and/or expanding the 
committees of your Club or Unit 
will promote participation by 
more Nobles, and will ultimately 
encourage Masons to join Oasis 
Shrine and become a member of a 
Club or Unit.  Remember that each 
new member gives your club or 
unit an added opportunity to grow.

I urge the officers of Oasis Clubs 
and Units to schedule a public 
relations fire prevention and 
safety meeting through visits to 
5th grade elementary school 
classes where Nobles may em-
ploy pamphlets furnished to 
Oasis Shrine Temple by Shriners 
International.  Typically, the brief 
classroom session generates 
questions about the fez, and the 
Nobles mission to serve children 
through the Shriners Hospital for 
Children Hospital network.  This 
program has been very well re-

ceived in District One, the west-
ernmost counties of the Oasis 
Jurisdiction, and will surely be 
successful in your area.  Con-
tact Wendy or Lori for supplies 
to make this a win-win for your 
club and for the children.

I want to thank each of you for 
your kind words, thoughts, en-
couragement and prayers for Lady 
Sandy.  Please know they have 
been a bright light in our world, 
knowing there are so many peo-
ple who love us and support Lady 
Sandy and our family through her 
difficult times.  We love and appre-
ciate each and every one of you, 
and are proud to call you friends.

Our next four months are very 
active ones.  Review the Oasis 
Schedule included with this edi-
tion and make plans for some 
exciting and productive times.  
We will have two Ceremonials, 
the Celebrity Golf Classic, and the 
favorite fun weekend of Family 
Fun at Red Fez Shrine Club.  Plan 
ahead to participate in them all.  
There is something for everyone.

And above all, please reach out 
and Put a Shrine Child in your 
Heart.  They need us, and we 
need them.

Yours in the Faith 
David

administrators, nurses, finan-
cial directors, the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman, who met 
with their counterparts. This is 
the same format used for our 
Shrine Association meetings.  As 
an overview of those sessions, 
the Shriners Hospitals Medical 
Advisory Board (MAB), made 
up of some of America’s lead-
ing physicians and professors of 
medicine, unrelated to us, made 
some presentations. They bring 
a different perspective of what’s 
happening in medicine and the 
new “Affordable Care Act”, or as 
generally referred to as Obam-
acare.  Two key findings from 
that session for us to consider is 

that we need to better advertise 
the effectiveness of our treat-
ment, and we need to consider 
raising the age limit of the chil-
dren we admit to 26 years of age.  
The first finding reflects the fact 
that through the new Affordable 
Care Act more children are being 
covered by insurance than in the 
past, which is a very good thing.  
The downside is this is a very 
profitable business for hospitals 
other than Shriners Hospitals to 
pursue, who may not provide the 
same level of service and results.  
The result is that Shriners Hos-
pitals For Children is literally in 
competition for these kids.  We 
provide the best possible care 

and would like to provide our 
services to all needy children.  
We must do a better job com-
municating the level of service 
we provide to our patients if we 
are to be the hospitals chosen for 
those services.

Imperial Sir Doug also gave us an 
update on the Wounded Warrior 
program at Shriners Hospitals.  As 
most of you know, we have moved 
in the direction of ambulatory 
care (minimal overnight stay pro-
cedures) which is more in align-
ment with modern accepted med-
ical practices.  Because of this, 
we generally have a very low bed 
occupancy rate (roughly around 
30-40% for most of our 22 hos-
pitals.  So, we literally have room 
to reach out to help treat our men 
and women who have sustained 
burn and orthopedic injuries 
while in the service of their coun-
try.  Even though this seems logi-

cal to most of us civilians, it has 
been a very difficult path obtain-
ing Government approval for this 
treatment.  A little over 6 months 
ago, on July 1st 2013, we received 
approval from the Defense De-
partment by the Under Secretary 
of Military Medical Affairs Dr. 
Jonathan Woodson, to offer our 
services to our wounded soldiers.  
Currently our military has two ex-
cellent hospitals for our wounded 
warriors with burn and orthope-
dic injuries. Fortunately for Amer-
ica’s active duty burned wounded 
soldier, the military does a nice 
job of trying to keep these sol-
diers stationed near the military’s 
excellent burns facility in San 
Antonio, Texas. This makes their 
multiple treatments much less of 
an event for them and their family.  
This military hospital, the “Brook 
Army Medical Center”, is “World 
Class”.  To a similar extent, the 
military is trying to station most 

of their active duty soldiers with 
missing limbs and prosthesis, in 
Washington DC near the military’s 
excellent Walter Reed hospital. 
This allows these soldiers to simi-
larly receive prosthesis adjust-
ment more easily.  We are really 
just striving to give these heros 
alternative locations to receive the 
highest quality of care in one of 
our Shriners Hospitals.

O.K., once again you’re let me 
take up way too much of your 
time.  Things continue to go 
well here at Oasis, and we 
would love to have you stop by 
and visit your temple.  Take 
care until next month, and re-
member, the work you do for 
our fraternity and philanthropy 
is sincerely appreciated and es-
sential to our hospitals and the 
children they serve.

Gary   
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By now, most of you are quite familiar with our fam-
ily. However, what many of you do not know is that 
the Whipple family actually has two Shriner’s Kids!  In 
April 2012 we were blessed to finally bring home our 
daughter, Ava Katherine.  Ava was born in the Eastern 
European country of Bulgaria.  For those of you that are 
not geographically savvy, Bulgaria is south of Roma-
nia, north of Greece and Turkey, and East of Serbia and 
Macedonia.  Its eastern border is the Black Sea.  The 
journey to Ava Katherine was 
a true adventure that began in 
May 2011.  When we set out to 
do an international adoption, we 
did not have a specific country in 
mind - what we did have in mind 
though, was adopting another 
child that could be helped by the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children!  

Ava was born with a condition 
known as Achondroplasia, or in 
common terms, she is a little per-
son.  Achondroplasia is a form 
of short-limbed dwarfism and 
means “without cartilage forma-
tion”.  The trunk of a person with Achondroplasia is of av-
erage size, however, the arms and legs are much shorter.  
This condition is likely why she was placed in an orphan-
age at birth in Bulgaria.  However, for us Whipple’s, it was 
just a part of God’s plan!  Ava’s growth and bones are 
monitored by an Orthopedic Specialist at the Greenville 

Hospital.  In fact, her first appointment was scheduled 
before she ever made it home to North Carolina!  What 
we did not expect, though, was that a Neurosurgeon 
from the Philadelphia hospital would have a part in our 
future.  

Ava was three and a half years old when we brought 
her home in April 2012.  About 9 months after being 
here, she started having severe headaches causing 

her to wake up in the middle of 
the night screaming in pain.  We 
were sent from our pediatrician 
to a neurologist and from the neu-
rologist to a neurosurgeon here in 
Charlotte.  We learned that Ava’s 
neck/spine was completely unsta-
ble and that her skull was basically 
free-floating on top of her spine.  
She needed surgery to stabilize it, 
and fast!  The neurosurgeon actu-
ally told us that if she had not been 
adopted, it is likely that she would 
have never made it to the age of 10 
because of the damage this was 
doing to her spinal cord.  I must at 

this point once again interject my sincere appreciation 
and love for  Imperial Sir Al Madsen, and Illustrious Sir 
John Sullivan. These are two of the finest men I have ever 
had the privilege of knowing.  It came to my attention that 
one of the leading experts in the surgery Ava needed just 
happened to be the Chief of Surgery at our Philadelphia 
hospital.  Within 48 hours, this amazing doctor had called 
me personally!  And while they no longer do the type 
of surgery Ava needed at the Philadelphia hospital, he 
was still willing to look at Ava’s MRI and x-rays and con-
sult via telephone with the fabulous surgeon we were 
blessed with here in Charlotte!  

Ava is now 5 years old and one of the most beautiful, 
loving, amazing children I have ever known—not that 
I am biased or anything.  Throughout the months of 
headaches, surgery, hospital time, and wearing a cervi-
cal collar she never complained.  She had one request 
though-- “Mommy, when this is all over, can I go hug 
Mickey Mouse?”  Needless to say, she charmed more 
than just Mickey Mouse while at Disney World, and I 
guarantee that when any of you get the opportunity to 
meet her, she will charm the fez right off of your head!  
Just remember, though she is small in size, she is big 
in heart and mind, so treat her like a big girl!!!  I know 
some of you met her in Hickory this past November, 
where I must add that Brady kept asking me, “Mommy, 
why do all of these people know who I am?”  It might 
also have been noticed that we have a third child now 
in tow, Corbin Jude, and although we did think initially 
that he was going to be a Shriners patient as well, for 
now that is not the case!  However, I am fully confi-

dent that if the day should arise that he (or any other fu-
ture Whipple children for that matter) should need any 
of the services available at any of the Shriners Hospi-
tals nationwide, I know just who to call!  God has just 
blessed our precious family so very much and contin-
ues to do so on a daily basis.  I thank Him endlessly for 
each and every Shriner and Lady that has played a part 
in this beautiful organization.  It is my privilege to share 
our precious children with each of you.  I am a blessed 
Mommy and Shrine Lady!   - Jacqueline O. Whipple

 Meet Shriners Kid Ava Whipple through Mom's Eyes
COVER

STORY
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Ken Jarrett
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YoUR DESERT 
DUST
2013 

Dromedary 
Awards
FIRST 
PLACE

WINNER

ATTENTION 
MEMBERS
OASIS SHRINE 

STATED MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2014

AT TEMPLE

Chief Rabban Todd Ham uses the old Hidden Ball Trick at the E-W Shrine Bowl

Boo was sighted 
attending a 
Green Bay 

Packer game 
recently.

Nobles and Ladies:

It was brought to the attention of Lady San-
dy that a majority of the small possums that 
adorned the table decorations and the tree in 
the lobby of Oasis Shrine Center escaped.  She 
was not aware that the baby possums that 
were brought into the Center were so mischie-
vous.  But, obviously, while no one was looking, 
these little baby tricksters made their way into 
purses and jacket pockets.  The momma pos-
sum is nearly heartbroken, but will feel much 
better if she can be assured that her babies are 
safe, and are being cared for in a loving home.  

Please, in order to ease her mind, treat her ba-
bies as you would your own child.  Give them 
a name, and as you travel or attend special 
events, please take a picture of your special pet 
and email it to the Desert Dust.  We will post all 
pictures of the little rascals.  At the end of the 
year, there may be special prizes for pictures 
taken in the furthest location, the most unique 
location, and for the pet owner that has the 
most unique pictures.  
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Shrine Bowl Representatives attend 
the East-West Shrine Game

Chairman of the Board Ronnie Blount, his wife; Vice 
President/Vice Game Chairman Jamie Smith; Admin-
istrator French Harvey and his son David attended 
the East-West Shrine Game held at Tropicana Field 
in St. Petersburg, FL on Saturday, January 18th. The 
activities included a player’s banquet on Friday night 
and a tailgate party outside Tropicana Field before 
the game. The game has a storied legacy, it’s a thrill-
ing event. The game is the oldest All-Star football 
game in the country, started in 1925. For many years 
it was played on the west coast in the San Francisco 
area before moving to several locations including 
San Antonio, TX; Houston, TX; Orlando, FL before 
coming to St. Petersburg. FL. 

Since 1925, the East- West Shrine Game has pitted the 

best college football players from the East and West 
sides of the United States against one another in a 
thrilling all-star game played to benefit the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. The game - practice sessions 
before it - attract dozens of NFL scouts and is often 
a launch pad to a career as a professional football 
players. Today’s East-West Shrine Game has grown 
far beyond its California-based roots into a nationally 
celebrated and televised event that attracts tens of 
thousands of fans and rasises funds and awareness 
for the 22 Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Many former players and coaches have been play-
ing in the NFL and many are in the NFL Hall of Fame 
including players like Johnny Lujack, Dick Butkus, 
Alan Page, Bob Lilly and Gale Sayers and coaches 

like Don Shula, Dick Vermeil, Paul “Bear” Bryant and 
Steve Spurrier This year the Shrine Bowl had two of 
it’s alumni on the East and West squad. The attend-
ees picked up several ideas that will be considered 
to add to the Shrine Bowl Game. Several attendees 
from other shrine centers approached our contin-
gent and expressed a desire to start their own shrine 
high school game and solicited our support.
Reprinted from THE GOALPOST A Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas Publication
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Gitty - I say - Gitty up, boy!!!!!!

Lake Wylie Classic Golf Tournament
Friday, April 25, 2014

River Hills Country Club, Lake Wylie, SC
12:00 PM shotgun start, Shambel format, Gross and Net Awards  •  Cost: $500 per team

Mulligans and buy your team available for purchase. Hole-In-One prizes  
including a car and more. Awards Reception after play

All net proceeds to benefit Shriners Hospital for Children Greenville, SC

Thursday evening, April 24, 2014 
Opening Reception at T-Bones on the Lake - Lake Wylie, SC

Live and Silent Auction from 6:00 – 9:00 PM
A Taste of the Lake light buffet and discounted cash bar
Complimentary admission for Golf Tournament players 

All others: $20.00 per person cover charge

For tournament registration and sponsorships call: 
David Nichols – 803-417-1258  •  Steve Phillips – 704-905-3894

Captain: 
 NOBLE ALLEN JONES – 336/313-0346

1St Lt.: 
NOBLE PAUL BLOSSER – 828/632-6655

paSt Captain: 
NOBLE SHEA FADEL – 704/309-5396

pC, pp,V: 
NOBLE JOHN V. ELDER – 336/687-8139      

IF So WE NEED YoU!
THE OASIS TEmPLE BANd

DID YoU PLAY IN A HIGH SCHooL BAND oR CoLLEGE BAND?
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Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money 

for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
• Meetings the 2nd Thurs. of the month
• Annual Keystone Kop Golf Tournament
• SASA and Oasis Installation Trips
• Antique Car Show Appearances
• Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact 
Captain Cal 
Greene for 

Information: 

704-578-9396 
cal.greene5@

yahoo.com
Percy, the possum, found his way to 
Creedmore, NC, and it looks like he 

is searching for a free meal.

We’ve hidden Illustrious Sir David 
Sumpter 3 times throughout 
this edition of the Desert Dust! 

Can you find them all?

NOTICE TO ALL CLUBS AND UNITS
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES, ADS, oR oTHER INFoRMATIoN 

YoU WANT PUBLISHED IN THE DESERT DUST To

coxterj@hotmail.com
Do NoT SEND INFoRMATIoN To BE PUBLISHED To oASIS 

HEADQUARTERS. PUBLISHING oF YoUR INFoRMATIoN CAN NoT 
BE GUARANTEED UNLESS IT IS SENT DIRECTLY To THE DESERT 
DUST.  oASIS HEADQUARTERS IS NoT RESPoNSIBLE FoR NoR 

oBLIGATED To FoRWARD INFoRMATIoN To THE DESERT DUST.   
THANK YoU FoR YoUR HELP AND UNDERSTANDING.
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Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or 
are interested in the old 
classics come join us for 
some fun and fellowship

We meet the 1st Sunday of the Month - Nobles & Ladies
Logan’s Roadhouse in Statesville at 3 pm

Contact one of the following for more info:
Captain: Ron Bailey - 336-769-9780   •  Lieutenant: Charles Hale - 336-696-2652

Secretary/Treasurer: Pat Stanley - 336-240-5728

Captain Donnie Wrenn 980-521-3523

jumping hurdles for Children

oAsis dune CATs

H&R BLoCK DoNATIoN  
PRoGRAM RETURNS 

- THRoUGH APRIL 15, 2014 -
We are pleased to announce that our corporate partner H&R Block has approved 
a regional donation program to support our mission of helping children in need 
of specialized medical treatment.  H&R Block’s Non Profit Referral Program will 
donate $20.00 to Shriners Hospitals in the east region for each new client that 
has their tax return prepared by Block and presents a coupon that requests that 
the donation be made. (Block defines a new client as one that did not have their 
taxes prepared by Block in the prior year.) 

HoW IT WoRKS
To the right you will find a  Client Referral Coupon.  Each Shriners Hospital loca-
tion in the east region has a unique gift code that will be used by H&R Block to 
credit back to the $20 gifts to our hospitals at the conclusion of the program.  
The coupons must be given to the Block preparer at the time of service and are 
required to contain the SHC identification number. The Block tax preparer will 
enter this identification number into their computer generating the donation. The 
accumulated gifts will be paid to the Shriners Hospitals for Children after tax 
season. 

PRoMoTING THE PRoGRAM
In order to maximize gift potential from the referral program, our objective is to 
get the  information to as many people in our networks as possible via e-mail, 
social channels and take-one displays.

To visit the H&R Block home page and find a location near you, go to  
http://www.hrblock.com/
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Rick McLemore,  
Sales Manager
Provost Guard

Steve Lee, Internet Manager
Provost Guard

Scott McCorkle, Owner
Drum & Bugle

Billy Joe Estes,  
Finance Manager

Ambassador at Large

Oasis Shriners Noble Chief 
Rabban Todd Ham and Lady 

Mary stopped by on their way 
into the Panthers game on  

January 12 to check in on the Oasis 
Patrol collecting donations for our 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Pictured L-R are Patrol 1st Lieuten-
ant Chris Hall, Chief Rabban Todd 
Ham, and Patrol Captain Bob Saye. 

GO SHRINERS AND 

GO PANTHERS!

Oasis steel Drum BanD

Got that island flair? Know your way ‘round 
those wild tropical shirts? then come join one of 

the most popular parade & entertainment units

- The Oasis sTeel Drum BanD!
call captain doc phifer  803-675-7705

phifers@comporium.net
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  2014 Oasis Schedule
Mar. 7 - 8 Greenville Shrine Hospital Shrine Day
Mar. 28 - 30 Spring SASA, Roanoke, VA
Apr. 5 Cold Sands, Hamlet Lodge, Hamlet, NC
May 2 - 3 Paper Crusade
May 30 – Jun. 1 Summer Ceremonial, Blowing Rock, NC
Jun. 6 - 8 Oasis Celebrity Golf Classic, Lake Norman, NC
Jun. 13-14  Family Fun Day, Red Fez Shrine Club
Jul. 6 -10  Imperial Session, Minneapolis, MN  
Aug. 9 Cold Sands, Murphy, NC
Aug. 12 Shrine 100 Race, Gastonia, NC
Sep. 18 - 21 SASA Fall Meeting, Myrtle Beach, SC
Sep. 25 - 27 Grand Lodge 
Sep. 27 - Oct. 4 Potentate Cruise: 7 Day Canada/New England Cruise
Oct. 10 - 11 Oxford Homecoming
Oct. 31 – Nov. 2 Fall Ceremonial, Hickory, NC
Nov. 15 Oasis Veteran’s Appreciation Night
Nov. 20 Oasis Shrine Circus, Fletcher, NC
Nov. 22 Oasis Shrine Circus, Concord, NC
Dec. 6 Oasis 2015 Elections/Annual Meeting

  2015 Oasis Schedule
Jan. 9 Club/Unit Appreciation/Awards
Jan. 10 2015 Divan Installation
Jan. 16 - 17 Shrine East-West All-Stars, St. Petersburg, FL  
Jan. 24 2015 Club/Unit Officer Orientation

Uh oh!!!  Looks 
like Percy the 
Possum might 
have jumped 

ship. Is that an 
Amran Fez?

Oasis Shrine was well represented at the East-West Game.
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Most of you remember Megan Johnson, the Patient Ambassador for Shrine Interna-
tional.  She was the delightful young lady who danced all over the stage at Illustrious 
Sir John Sullivan’s installation, and is the poster child for “Don’t tell me I can’t do it 

because I will prove you wrong”.

To follow the miracles of Megan from birth to present would take a majority of the Dust, but 
few know about her major accomplishments.

Megan was born in Korea, and was adopted by her American parents when she was 3 months 
old.  She did not arrive in her new home until she was 7 months old.  She was still an infant 
when she had her first surgery to close her cleft palate and lip.  Her initial surgeries were per-
formed at a private hospital that was attached to Shriners Hospital, and transferred to Shriners 
Hospital for more extensive surgeries, and to correct a condition that caused her facial bones 
to grow at different rates.  

Her first memories of surgery were very traumatic.  Naturally, the types of surgery she had to endure 
were extremely painful, so she began to truly hate her hospital visits.  But, even though she was 
afraid, her first memories of Shriners Hospital were less trauma filled, and began a journey that 
has made her not only beautiful, but an overwhelmingly successful young lady for her tender age.

When she was still a toddler, she had to endure surgeries which would be frightening even to 
the strongest adult.  Surgeries that would cause the doctors to have to literally sew her tongue 
down.  She had to wear facial masks that were restrictive, and 
facial braces that were ugly.  She was panic filled each time she 
learned she had to go to the hospital.   One time, when she was 
five years old, she was told that her singing group at school 
was going to perform at Shriners Hospital for the volunteers.  
In her mind, it was a ploy to get here there for another surgery.  
After all, she had been going to hospitals for years, one to 4 
times a year, since she could remember.  She hid behind the 
other kids, hoping they would not be able to spot her and hurt 
her again.  During that visit, one of the Patient Coordinators 
approached her mom and told her that Shriners would love 
to have her as one of their cranial facial patients.  That day 
began an experience that would eliminate the fear, and would begin a love affair with Shriners 
Hospitals that exists today.

With fear in her heart, she was taken to Shriners, but her mom promised there would be no 
surgeries.  She was extremely frightened of doctors and nurses, but on that visit, the Doctor 
came in to the room, sat and talked with her, asked her simple things about what she liked to 
do, about her day, and that was it.  

A Child Life Specialist at Shriners named Allison was assigned to her, and for the next few years, 
she visited Shriners and Allison showed her the equipment the doctors used, they bandaged 

dolls, and simply talked and had a good time. 

Her first surgery at Shriners was when she was 9 
years old.  The surgery was new, and Doctors and 
staff from hospitals all over Portland, Oregon came 
to watch it being performed.  She was scared of the 
surgery, but not as traumatized as in the past.  She 
felt like she was among friends.  The difference 
was that, in the past, she wanted her mom with 
her, and she was not allowed to be.  At Shriners, 
they let her mom stay with her until she went to 
sleep, and her mom was there when she woke up 

in the recovery room.  That was all she wanted, and Shriners gave it to her, at this surgery and 
all other surgeries.  Her most joyful memory was meeting her very first Shrine Clown, Punkin, 
who made her smile, despite the screws and braces on her face, which were very painful.  Pun-
kin was the inspiration for the first children’s book she wrote, “Clowns Make A Difference”.

Megan still has fond memories of the Doctors 
and staff treating her like a princess.  To say 
they spoiled her would be an understatement.  

Many surgeries later, Megan can be counted 
as another miracle of Shriners Hospitals, and 
to this day, she works hard to give back, and 
to go many extra miles to be one of the most 
benevolent people I know.

Megan has been a Patient Ambassador for Shrine 
International for the past eight years.  She travels 
to 1 to 4 states a month speaking to Shrine Cen-
ters and other organizations about her experi-
ences, and successes, at Shrine Hospitals.  

She has written, illustrated and published 
three children’s books; Clowns Make A Dif-
ference-2008; Queen Meggie – 2009; and, 
Growing Up Different – 2010.  Quite an accom-
plishment for a young lady still in high school.  She has met 2 U.S. 
Presidents, earned her Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do, Earned her Girl 

Scout Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards and has 
won state awards for her photography.  Her list 
of awards and scholarships span several pages.  
She was valedictorian of her high school class.  
Has a near perfect GPA in her college work, and 
it would not surprise me if some day, she wears 
the title of Doctor beside her name.  She is truly 
a remarkable lady.

One of her major projects has been to provide 
blankets to the homeless.  She was in bible 
camp watching a video about the homeless in 

San Francisco, and watched a homeless person crawl out of his box.    She says, “When I first saw 
that homeless man crawl out of his cardboard box, our eyes met, and I felt his pain.  I had never been 
homeless, but I knew about feeling hopeless.  My years of being bullied made me feel worthless.  I 
hated everything about myself.  I often wondered why I had thought all of those previous years that I 
was OK because it took a bunch of girls not very long to make me realize I was not.”  She hand makes 
blankets, and distributes them to homeless people, and has been featured in a national Wal-Mart 
commercial for her “Megan’s Mission” philan-
thropy, which also has earned the “Outstanding 
Youth Philanthropist” for Washington state.

To know that such success was born of trag-
edy is an understatement.  Her successes read 
like the autobiography of a person who has 
spent decades working endlessly for all she 
has accomplished.  

Although she will need a couple more surger-
ies, she is content with the outcome of the 
surgeries thus far, and will worry about further 
surgeries when the time comes.  Today, she is 
completely engulfed in college, studying phar-
macology, pathophysiology, and clinicals at Oregon Health Science University (which just happens to 
be beside Shriners Hospitals for Children in Portland).  Her dream is to become a nurse and work 
at “her” Shriners Hospital so she can give back.  But don’t expect her to stop there.  She never has 
stopped.  Why would this time be any different?  My money is on “Doctor” Megan Johnson, with a 
bunch of other letters continuing to build beside her name.

“Handicapped” Does Not Exist in Megan’s Vocabulary



DESERT DUST    MARCH 2014     PAGE 13SCHOLaRSHipS anD  aWaRDS
2002 American Red Cross “Hero’s Award” for the state of Washington for her project  
 “Kids Helping Kids” collecting and donating over 3000 videos to 5 area children’s hospitals. 
2003 Hasbro GI Joe’s “Real Action Hero” award - National Award for her community service work. 
2003 American Girl Book featured Megan in one of their American Girl Books for her 
 “Kids Helping Kids” project. 
2004 VFW/Ladies Auxiliary “National Outstanding Youth Volunteer” award 
 (Megan was able to meet the President of U.S.), $5,000 scholarship
2004  “Outstanding Youth Philanthropist” for Washington state for her work through “Megan’s Mission”
2004 Videoed for a school in Taiwan to tell others about giving back
2004 Evening Magazines “Ten Most Beautiful People” in the Northwest for her beautiful heart. 
2005 Presidential Award” - volunteering several hundred hours in 1 year at a nursing home
2005 Featured on a National Wal-Mart commercial for “Megan’s Mission”
2006 “The Kelly O’Neil Award” from FirstPlace, a school for homeless/at risk kids for the 
 years she financially supported the school. 
2006 Featured on Northwest Afternoon telling about her community service work.
2007 “The Violet Richardson Scholarship Award” for her work in the community, 
 $1,000 scholarship.
2007 Master Shon’s “TaeKwonDo Scholarship Award” for her work for the homeless, 
 $500 scholarship.
2007 The King County Council presented her with a “Great Citizen Certificate” for her 
 community service work.
2009 Kohl’s Outstanding Youth Award for Washington State for her community service work, 
 $1,000 scholarship.
2010 Presidential Award for hours of community service through Megan’s Mission
2010 Prudential’s Spirit of Community Service Award for the State of Washington, 
 $1,000 scholarship. 
2010 AXA Achievement Award for top high school student for Washington State for 
 academics and community service work, $10,000 scholarship. 
2010 Amaranth Outstanding Student Award for excellent academics and community service 
 work, $1,000 scholarship.
2010 National Award Recipient of Prudential’s Spirit of Community Service, 
 $5,000 scholarship plus $5,000 to charity of her choice (Shriners Hospital for Children!)
2010 Girl Scout Gold Award $1.000 scholarship.
2011 Washington State Jefferson Award
2011  National Jefferson Award Recipient
2011  Academic Achievement Scholarship from Highline College.
2011  National Young Woman of Distinction Award, $3,000 scholarship
2012  National Asian Business Woman’s Scholarship Award, $2,500 scholarship

aCCOMpLiSHMEntS
•  Valedictorian
•  Written/illustrated/published three children’s books in the Don’t Mess with Meggie series
•  Has meet 2 U.S. Presidents
•  Earned her Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do – 2009
•  Earned her Girl Scout’s Bronze, Silver and GOLD AWARD (Spring 2009)
•  Won state awards for her photography
•  Shriners Hospital National Patient Ambassador for the last 7 years, traveling 1 to 4 
 states a month speaking about her experience at Shriners Hospitals.
•  Invited to speak at a National Event in S. Korea.

BUSinESS VEntURES 
Megan’s Mission, iDream Publishing Co., Meggie Originals, iDream Tee Shirt Designs

ORGaniZatiOnS
•  Globe Changers, a National Organization that get young people involved helping others
•  Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
•  Student Nurses Association of Portland
•  Campus Crusades
•  Daughters of the Nile
•  Girl Scouts (12 years)
•  Adult Church Choir

A Mom’s Perspective
Megan was 5 years old 

when we first set foot 
in a Shriner’s Hospi-

tal.  She had been to multiple 
hospitals before and already 
had several surgeries to correct 
a condition called Hemifacial 
Dysplasia that also caused a 
complete cleft palate and uni-
lateral cleft lip.  Due to some 
unfortunate circumstances, 
Megan had become extremely 
fearful of hospitals and doc-
tors.  This went way beyond the 
“normal” fear children had; 
it was actually interfering with 
her everyday life.  So, when we 
went to Shriners Hospital, it was 
not for an appointment, but for 
Megan to perform in a little 
singing group for the hospital’s 
volunteers.  We were surprised 
when we were approached by 
the Patient Coordinator about 
Megan’s condition and excited 
when we were told they would 
love to perform Megan’s surger-
ies at no cost to the family.  Now 
it just doesn’t get much better 
than that!! 

We had friends that had gone to 

Shriner’s for years for orthope-
dics, so we knew it was a great 
hospital with very reputable doc-
tors. We just were not aware they 
also had a cranial facial team. 

When Megan came in for her 
first visit, it was obvious to ev-
eryone she was traumatized.  
The memories of being pulled 
from my arms screaming by 
doctors and nurses that said 
“don’t worry, she won’t remem-
ber this!!! WRONG!!! So, our 
1st visit to SCH they called in 
a Child Life Specialist and she 
played with Megan and that was 
all the appointment consisted 
of.  We had that kind of appoint-
ment for several years before 
everyone agreed Megan was 
ready emotionally to undergo 
more surgeries.  We were so 
impressed how the staff was just 
as concerned about Megan’s 
emotional well being as well as 
her physical well being.  This 
was something we had never 
experienced at the other hospi-
tals. And, at every surgery, they 
assured Megan her mom would 
be by her side until she went to 

sleep!! You have no idea how 
much this meant to a trauma-
tized patient!

Over the years, Megan has had 
numerous surgeries including 
bone grafts, 2 midface distrac-
tions plus many others.   At SHC 
she was always treated with re-
spect and the staff became her 
friends and family!!!  She is now 
a beautiful 21 year old who still 
visits, volunteers and has raised 
over $10,000 through her book 
sells to support a hospital sys-
tem we all love!!  

Having 28 surgeries in 20 years 
could make anyone hate hospi-
tals!! But, like in the book Megan 
wrote called Clowns Make a Dif-
ference, she says “Shriners Hos-
pital is a different kind of hospi-
tal; one that listens to you and 
makes your stay there FUN!!!”

I do believe one of Megan’s 
greatest joys was the day she 
got to “Fez” her dad!!  Everyone 
cried and Megan beamed!!!  Now 
her dad is one of those that work 
to send “Love to the Rescue”!!!

z z
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Fraternal greetings, Nobles! 

Our Oasis Restoration Effort is well underway in 2014. Prior to the end of January, we mailed an 
invitational postcard provided by Shriners International with a “We Miss You” message to NPD 
Nobles we lost from 2012, 2011, and 2010. The message on the card invites the Noble to contact 
the temple if he would like to restore his membership. District Representatives have received these 
Nobles’ names and have been asked to reach out to them for a personal touch and invitation to 
rejoin our great fraternity. We’d like to ask that all Nobles consider contacting a brother you know 
who used to enjoy our fellowship. A simple call, email, text, or note in the mail could mean a great 
deal to a man and spark his interest in rejoining Oasis Shriners.

Our Membership Team was well represented at this year’s Club and Unit Officers’ Orientation. We 
presented an overview of several membership related topics which you will find below along with 
descriptions that we hope will help our Nobility better understand these programs and initiatives. 
Please take a moment to visit our UPDATED and new and improved Oasis Membership page online 
that includes complete contact information for our Membership Team key points of contact. Visit 
the website here: http://oasisshriners.org/MEMBERSHIP.htm

What is a District Representative?

Your District Representative (DR) is the primary point-of-contact within your Oasis district for 
all matters pertaining to Oasis membership (see directory for map and DR contact information). 
These individuals are responsible for communicating membership information to their respec-
tive clubs and units. They provide assistance with NPDs, retention, recruitment, and all general 
membership questions and concerns you may have. Please utilize your DR he is here to support 
your needs!

Who are Blue Lodge Ambassadors?

Blue Lodge Ambassadors (BLA) are Shrine-Masons who are appointed by their Lodge Master in 
consultation with the Lodge Secretary to serve as the “eyes and ears” for all matters pertaining to 
the Shrine within their local lodge. They perform a host of functions within the local lodge such 
as presenting a Shrine packet to newly raised Master Masons and announcing Shrine dates and 
events at lodge Stated Communications. Therefore, it is critical that this appointee be an active and 
involved member of his Masonic lodge. The Master, Secretary, or appointed brother should contact 
the Past Masters Unit to provide complete contact information so the BLA may be added to the 

master spreadsheet for future correspondence. Consult the Oasis Directory for contact information 
for the Past Masters Unit.

What is a Masonic Unity event?

A Masonic Unity event may be hosted by an Oasis club or unit to serve as an information session 
for men who may not yet be Masons, Masons who may not yet be Shriners, family members, and 
the community in general. The club or unit is encouraged to contact Noble Mark Abernethy on the 
Membership Team for his assistance with planning their event. Noble Mark will assist with logistics 
and needs a 6-8 week lead time for proper planning. The event may host invited guest speakers 
from the Masonic lodge, Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Shrine to provide an opportunity to share in-
formation regarding what our organizations are about. Noble Mark and the Membership Team can 
provide assistance with contacting guest speakers if needed. A meal may be served at the discretion 
of the hosting club or unit. These events are designed to increase Masonic awareness and provide a 
forum for men interested in joining our great fraternity.

What is the Sunshine Fund and how do we host a Sunshine Fund event?

The Oasis Sunshine Fund is a specifically designate fund within Oasis that provides financial relief 
with dues to a distressed Noble with documented needs. Clubs and units are asked to consider 
hosting a Sunshine Fund event to help raise funds for this worthy cause. The event may be as simple 
as a dinner with a donation basket or as elaborate as a theme party with entertainment and music. 
The decision is entirely within the discretion of the club or unit. Please earmark all funds raised for 
this purpose as “Sunshine Fund” and direct to the Oasis Temple’s attention for proper accounting.

What is the Virtual Mentor Program and how do I become a Virtual Mentor?

The Virtual Mentor Program is designed to support men who have expressed an interested in be-
coming a Mason and Shriner. Shriners International has created a website called beashrinernow.
com. Anytime an interested man visits this website - http://www.beashrinernow.com/en/Next - he 
may submit contact information. That information is routed from Tampa back to Oasis where our 
Virtual Mentor Program Coordinator assigns an Oasis Virtual Mentor to contact the man and serve 
as his Virtual Mentor from beginning to end - when he becomes a Shriner. A Virtual Mentor needs 
to sign up for a free Shriners Village account atwww.shrinersvillage.com and then visit this link - 
https://www.shrinersvillage.com/Membership/VirtualMentor - to sign up to become a Virtual Men-
tor. Prospective members will automatically be assigned to you and you will receive an email with 
their complete contact information. You will be expected to regularly contact the prospective mem-
ber and enter your contact into a simple log provided for you in Shriners Village so progress may be 
tracked. Sign up today to become a Virtual Mentor!

Yours in the Faith, 
Chris

Membership Update
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Deputy Imperial Potentate Dale Stauss & His Lady Cheryl Invite you to join 

their 2014 Imperial Potentate ‘MAGIC OF ALASKA’ Tour
Depart from your local airport August 28th 2014 & returning from Vancouver, BC on September 5th 2014. 
9 days / 8 nights of amazing fun & camaraderie. (4 night pre-cruise Denali National Park option). Alterna-
tively extend your nights in Anchorage, AK or Vancouver, BC.

No need to worry about a thing! The ABS simple pricing policy includes pretty much everything including 
flights from your local airport. Call now for details including: The ‘Early Booking’ discount offer together 
with Free Medical Insurance Cancellation Insurance offer.

ABS Travel Group 1-888-788-6777  www.abstravelgroup.com/trips/2014alaska.php

I hope you will be able to join us; space is limited so book your place now before it’s too late...Wouldn’t it 
be awesome to have a Shriner from each Temple?

Yours in the faith, Dale W. Stauss, Deputy Imperial Potentate, Shriners International

226 S. Main Street, Mount Holly, NC
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“Pancake” found her way into a  
camper headed to alligator country.   
Let’s hope she does not get so bold  

as to wind up as alligator bait.

MASONIC 
PENNIES

Visit masonicpennies.com for 
pricing. Order a set or just one. 
Masonic emblem on the front of 
each penny with your choice of 7 
different emblems on the back.

Latona
Temple # 154

Working together to benefit the 
children of Shriners Hospitals

If you are a lady related by birth or marriage 
to a Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter 
of the Nile, you are eligible to become 
a member of this growing organization 
committed to supporting the important 
work of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
For more information on this dedicated 
fraternal order for women, contact Sally 
Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or Kathy 
Southworth, PQ at (704) 262-7739 or e-mail 
her at kfsouth@yahoo.com.

Daughters of the Nile
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What a talented possum Percy is.  
Facetime with Mrs. Jordan.

Greetings from the Oasis Drum & Bugle 
Corps.  We hope 2014  has gotten off to a great 
start.  This month we share with you about 
Masonic unity, getting involved in a club or 
unit, and even add one more thing to consid-
er………being the new guy.  “Hold on” you 
say, “thought we were learning about piggy 
banks”?  We are!  Here goes.

Among the newest members of the Corps fam-
ily are Noble Scott and Lady Pamela Edwards, 
who we congratulate as they will celebrate 
their 30th wedding anniversary this month.  
Scott was raised in Mint Hill Lodge #742 
in 2011. Not worrying about being the new 
brother, Scott became active right away and 
is serving as the Jr. Deacon this year. Becom-
ing active would also mean making that first 
trip to The Masonic Home for Children at Ox-
ford (MHCO) during the homecoming celebra-
tion.  During that trip and also in the following 
months and into 2012, they continued to learn 
of different ways to help the MHCO. One of 
those ways is the piggy bank program.  

Fast forward to 2013, and not being worried 
about being a new noble, he becomes ac-
tive in the Drum & Bugle Corps.   Probably 
in a Corps hospitality room a conversation 
starts up about things the Corps does to help 
raise money for the hospital, and other noble 
causes. Our new member shared about the 
piggy banks. Turns out it is an easy way to 
raise money for and make people aware of the 
MHCO.  They are personalized with the MHCO 
logo on the side. Though small, it is said that 
one bank can hold up to $25.00 in dimes.  Of 
course they hold folding money too.  The size 
also makes it easy to display, perhaps on a 
desk or near the checkout in a store or res-
taurant.  One of our Past Captains, Jerry Mc-

Corkle took a handful and had them filled 
up and returned in no time!   Complete 
info about the banks can be found at the 
home’s website, www.mhc-oxford.org.  
Just look for “piggy” under the ways to 
give tab.  Of course you can always give 
them a call at 919-693-5111.

Whether you are one of the newest mem-
bers of Oasis, or you have been a Noble 
for a long time but have not yet joined a 
club or unit, the story of the piggy bank is 
shared to remind us all of how easy it can 
be to get involved and make a difference. 
One of the newest members of the Drum 
and Bugle Corps shared an idea and the 
idea grew into a donation.  The thought of 
piggy banks may cause us to think of small 
change, but change adds up.  Every penny 
in a bank counts for the MHCO and every 
penny raised also counts when you are 
doing whatever you, your club, or your unit 
do for the Shriners Hospitals for Children.  
Speaking of the Hospital, don’t forget that 
“Shriner Days” at the Greenville Hospital 
are on Friday and Saturday, March 7 & 8.

Speaking of the Hospital again, the Drum & 
Bugle Corps would like to get out an early 
reminder that o our 4th annual Car & Truck 
Show will be on Saturday, May 3rd, as part 
of the Mount Holly Spring Fest!  This show 
is a 100% hospital event.  It has grown each 
year, so, not only do we invite you to come 
visit us, we also ask that if you or someone 
you know has a car or truck they could or 
should enter into the show, please let us 
know.  Remember, all proceeds benefit The 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.   As always 
we ask you to remember……”when the 
hospital wins, we all win!”

The “Beat on the Street” 
… learns about piggy banks!

APRIL 24-25, 2014 
Renaissance International 
Plaza Hotel Tampa, Florida

SAVE THE DATE!

2014 TEMPLE 
PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 
CONFERENCE

Join A Winning Team

NASCARTS
Captain Jim Church  336-215-5656
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If you’ve ever left your campsite with the water hose connected to your RV and the camp-
ground faucet, learning that water hoses will only stretch just so far... You might be an Oasis 
Camper!

If you’ve ever used a tree for a clothesline and driven off, ripping the ladder off your RV 
since you tied it to a tree to use as a clothesline...you might be an Oasis Camper!

If you’ve ever driven 31’ from the electric pole with your 30’ electric cable still attached...
you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever asked your Significant Other to watch as you back into the last space left in 
the campground, and it just may have branches that are too low to clear your antenna, and 
you hear a terrible sound telling you that the branches are, in fact, too low...you might be 
an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever looked in your rear view mirror as you drove away from your campsite and 
wondered what that black smoke and screaching tires could be (could be your tow vehicle 
left in gear)...you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever stayed inside your RV and laughed until you hurt watching other campers 
and their Significant Others try and back into a space (remembering when it was You)... 
you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever backed your RV into a ditch as your Significant Other directed you into the 
driveway (she said “these bugs are driving me crazy, so I was swatting them, not directing 
You!”)...you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever waved back at every camper you pass on the road, happy that all of us camp-
er types are so friendly...only to find when stopped that we have been driving with our TV 
antenna raised (until we went under the last bridge)...you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever hooked up your cable TV, locked in your satellite, hooked up your water, your 
sewer, put out your slides, decorated the yard with all your pretty things and attached your 
power cable only to find that this isn’t the space you were assigned, and has to be vacated 
immediately for another reservation holder...you might be an Oasis Camper.

If you’ve ever been dumping your waste water tanks when suddenly the hose clamp comes 
loose, spilling “stuff” all over the ground/your fresh water hose/and your feet while dozens 
of other campers wait to use the same dump...you might be an Oasis Camper!

If you see your buddies more in Florida in the winter than in North Carolina in the summer...
You might be an Oasis Camper!

And last but certainly not least:
If you’ve ever camped all over this great country and enjoyed some of your best meals ever 
from a paper plate...You Just Might be an Oasis Camper!!!

And while we love to laugh, we also have given over $30,000 to Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren over the past 2 years. It costs $20 to join us, and 100% of the money goes to a great 
cause...food! Call or email President Claude Rentz at crentz@hughes.net (803) 842-0032

You might Be an Oasis Camper if...
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Hello from South Florida, 

Judy & I are enjoying the weather, the fresh vegetables and the opportunity to exercise here in 
the RV park. 

But the reason I am writing this is to tell you why camping makes you religious.

Things on the trip didn’t start out so well. Being old & retired I try to not get into any hurry 
when I travel in the motorhome. 62 MPH feels about right, and I am often surprised by the 
people on I-95 who wave to me, pointing their middle finger at the sky (which I think means 
“hello friend!). 

So on Wednesday, January 15 we had hoped to leave around 9:00am. The weeks earlier we 
carefully packed, crossing off the long list of items which were to last over two months on the 
road.

Sometimes things go wrong by accident, and sometimes things go wrong due to something I 
do. We had both. I normally pull the bus & car out our concrete drive, but this time I had an 
idea! If I turned the bus around and exited on the gravel drive I would have much more room 
to make the turn onto the road.

Oh, and one more thing. I bought a member’s car which had a totally different tow package, 
plus a transmission pump which I had never used. 

So, at 9:00 sharp we were ready to go. Weeks of planning and packing were behind us. The 
motorhome was turned around in the drive. The excitement of hitting the road was encompass-
ing me! I sat in our new tow car and turned the key. Can you say “click?”

That’s right, dead battery. But no problem, I called my trusty mechanic and he was at my house 
in ten minutes to start the car. Took it to the local auto parts place and they had one battery 
which fit. It was 2x more expensive, and 1/2 as good. I bought it. Hey, life is short.

Home, new battery installed, and ready to hook up. I took my time, carefully following the di-
rections I had printed (see, I’m very thorough!). I’m still excited! We are only 45 minutes late!

Loaded up Judy & Pearl the Wonder Dog and started up the driveway. Seems “up” was too 
steep. The hitch dug a ditch, the rear wheels went off the gravel and we stopped forward mo-
tion. We were stuck in red North Carolina mud!

I exited, checked out the situation and told myself to remain calm. Deep breaths! I unhooked 
the car, removed the hitch, and drove the RV up the drive. Stopped and hooked up everything 
all over. 11:45 and we’re on our way! 

The beeping of the transmission pump monitor caught my attention. Every time I accelerated it 
beeped (bad), and when I let off the accelerator it quit beeping (good). 

It did this off and on for two days until we reached the Florida line. There it screamed!!! I pulled 
into a truck weigh station...”er, no officer, I don’t want to weigh my rig”, and “yes officer, I 
understand I’m not allowed here”. Anyhow I stopped and jiggled all the wires I saw exiting the 
motorhome. Got back in and Eureka! I fixed it!

700+ miles from home we parked at Silver Palms and I said one more of many, many prayers 
I had silently expressed. 

See, camping makes you religious.

Stay warm, stay safe, 
and if you have time 
drop me a note tell-
ing me your most 
“memorable” camp-
ing experiences. We’ll 
combine them and put 
a story into the Desert 
Dust.

Yours in the Faith, 
John Sullivan

Members of Kings Mountain Shrine Club, with Assistant 
Rabban Todd Ham, as they prepare for their annual Barbecue

John H. Stanley,  
P.P., Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner
Time to Revise those Resolutions?

New Year’s Resolutions!  Oh 
yeah, here it is March, and 
we haven’t kept many of 
those we had promised.  And, 
now here it is The Season of 
Lent, and we are told that we 
should give up something.  

Can we “tie” the two togeth-
er?  New Year’s Resolutions 
and Lent?  Maybe.  Someone 
asked Rev. Craig Gates, Pas-
tor in Jackson, Mississippi 
what to give up for lent some 
years ago. 
He said: 
GIVE UP grumbling!  Instead, 
“In everything give thanks.”   
Constructive criticism is OK, 
but “moaning, groaning, and 
complaining” are not healthy.
GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes in 
bed!  Get up earlier.  Instead, 

of a couple of extra winks, 
use that time in prayer, Bible 
study and personal devotion.
GIVE UP looking at other 
people’s worst points.  In-
stead concentrate on their 
best points.  We all have 
faults. It is a lot easier to have 
people overlook our short-
comings when we overlook 
theirs first.
GIVE UP speaking unkindly. 
Instead, let your speech be 
understanding.  It costs so lit-
tle to say something kind and 
uplifting. Why not check that 
sharp tongue at the door?
GIVE UP your worries and 
anxieties!  Instead, trust 
God with them.  Anxiety is 
spending emotional energy 

on something we can do 
nothing about: like tomor-
row! Live today and let God’s 
grace be sufficient.
GIVE UP TV one evening a 
week!   Instead, visit some 
lonely or sick person.  Many 
are isolated by illness or age. 
Why isolate yourself in front 
of the “tube?” Give someone 
a precious gift: your time!

We hope that your New Year 
is going well, and that you 
re-visit, and revise those 
resolutions to include one or 
two named above.  And, in 
The Season of Lent, give up 
a couple of more on the list.  
May the Lord bless you most  
abundantly.  

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. John Stanley, P.M.,P.P. is Chaplain of 
Oasis Shriners.  He is Chaplain, McLean Funeral Directors 
(Gastonia), and Minister of Visitation of First Presbyterian, 
Gastonia.  In the fiscal Shrine Year, 2012-13, he served Shriners 
International Imperial Potentate Al Madsen as Imperial 
Chaplain.  He can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com).  

Good News From the Past Masters

A terrific re-organized and re-energized Past 
Masters Unit has a complete line of officers, 
has revised its by-laws, and it is in the 

process of placing a Sergeant in each of the seven 
Oasis Districts!  Currently the unit is represented in 
Districts one and three.  

Also, The Past Masters Unit is represented in 72 
Blue Lodge by its “Blue Lodge Ambassadors”.  The 
ambassadors are Shriners who are Past Masters, 
and who remain active (or, get active-again) in 
their Masonic Lodges.  They report the happenings 
of Oasis back to their Lodges, answer questions of 
the brethren, and have Shrine Petitions available.  
(There are 195 Blue Lodges in Oasis’ Jurisdiction!).  

Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton, P.P., made the Past 
Masters Unit a partner with the Oasis Membership 
Team last year, and the unit is pleased that the 
partnership continues into the new year.  

Past Masters Unit Captain Illustrious Sir Terry 
Jones, P.P., P.M. said, “We are extremely proud 
and excited of our accomplishments in 2013!  
Everything that we did was a TEAM effort!!  And, 
now we must make 2014 even better.”

Captain Jones reports that The Past Masters 
Unit had 181 members at the end of 2013.  A 
significant 43 Past Masters joined the unit 
during the past year, and the unit had ten new 
members to join during the month of January!  

If you would like to explore becoming a member 
of the Past Masters Unit, or if you are interested 
in becoming a Blue Lodge Ambassador, or if you 
would like to be a Sergeant in your District, or 
if you if you have questions regarding the unit, 
or please do not hesitate to contact:  Terry 
Jones, P.M.,P.P., Captain, 5002 White Oak Dr., 
Lexington, N.C. 27295, Phone (336) 764-5502, 
e-mail:  tkjonespp@gmail.com.  Also, Past 
Masters’ Secretary, Noble Gordy Peeler, 520 
Cantiberry Drive, Salisbury, NC 28146, phone 
(704) 279-5764.  He can be reached by e-mail 
at gordypeeler@msn.com.  

Naturally, if you do not have a CURRENT 2014 
Oasis Past Masters Unit dues card we would like 
to hear from you.  Would you take a moment 
right now to check to be sure that you have paid 
your $15 dues?  Thank you! 
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Saturday, December 7th...
Merry Christmas Pa-
rades!!!   13 Gators pa-
raded in Valdese at 10 am, 
enjoyed lunch at Kentucky 
Fried Chicken at Hildebran 
and paraded in their Christ-
mas parade at 1 pm and 
some went to Claremont for 
a 3 pm Christmas parade 
and the other half went 
to Taylorsville for a 3 pm 
Christmas parade... several 
joined forces at the Boxcar 
Grill for dinner after the fun, 
but exhausting day of wav-
ing and “Merry Christmas-
ing” to the multitudes in at-
tendance.

Saturday, December 14th 
was a “wet letter” day in the 
25 year history of Cat Square 
Christmas parades...around 
60 Shriners and friends 
joined us at 9 am for pork-
chops and gravy, biscuits, 
and eggs at Allen and Do-
ris Leatherman’s house on 
Persimmon Lane in Plateau 
NC......Captain David Reep 

held a short meeting around 
midmorning.. .beginning 
with Pledge of Allegiance, a 
prayer and introductions of 
Divan guests and Potentate 
Fred Laxton and Lady Rhon-
da ... followed by reports on 
Vivian Johnson’s release 
from Baptist Hospital after 
surgery, a treasurer’s report 
and a hint about Holland’s 
hope fundraiser...Meeting 
was adjourned and five of 
the faithful, fearless Gators 
and Gals headed for the 
Cat Square parade at 2 pm 
in a torrential downpour. A 
much abbreviated parade 
was held...even in the in-
clement weather.

Wednesday, December 
18th...Installation of Of-
ficers at the Catawba 
County Shrine Club Build-
ing...Potentate Fred Laxton 
installed the following of-
ficers of the Gator Patrol:  
Captain, David Reep   -   1st 
Lieutenant Tom MacLauch-
lin  -  2nd Lieutenant Larry 

Hale  - Secretary Rupert 
Little - Treasurer David 
Bowman.

January 2, 2014...February 
5th, 2014...Gator meetings 
at the Clubhouse...Cap-
tain David Reep presided...
Game Day Party results 
were presented by Mark 
Abernathy,...a record 306 
people attended...over 
$11,000 profit realized...
New by-laws ready to be 
presented by Kenny Jar-
rett...Rules from Club Offi-
cers Manual were read to 
membership of 31 in atten-
dance...

Unless stated differently, 
the Gator Meetings  will be 
held the first Wednesday 
of the month in  2014 at the 
Shrine Clubhouse.  Meal at 
6:30, prepared by David and 
Judy Bowman...Meeting at 
7:30.

“And that’s the Way it Was...
See ya’ later Gator!”

Winter Gator Tales

Alexa, 11, always dreamed of representing the 
United States at the Summer Games. She was 
well on her way when a serious injury dam-
aged her right elbow. The pain was so bad she 
couldn’t even lift her arm to brush her hair.

Thankfully she found a team at Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children® who recommended an inno-
vative new surgery that would extract cartilage 
from Alexa’s knee and transfer it to her elbow. 
Treatments like this are made possible by your support. Can you give $50, $75, $100 
or more today to bring hope to a child like Alexa?

Scared, but not ready to give up on her dreams of competing, Alexa opted for surgery. 
“I just kept reminding myself this is what I had to do to get back to doing what I love 
most—gymnastics.”

Thanks to supporters like you, we help children across the country and around 
the world get back to doing what they love most every single day. We can’t do it 
without you. With your help, we bring Love to the rescue® for thousands of children each 
year, regardless of their families’ ability to pay. When all hope seems lost, families know 
they can turn to us for high-quality care. Because of you, we’re able to meet the growing 
need for Shriners Hospitals special loving care in our 22 locations across North America.

Alexa has two important competitions coming up that could pave the road toward the 2020 
competition in Tokyo. We know she can make it!

Thank you for everything you do to make healing happen for children facing devastating 
physical and emotional challenges. Your kindness has the power to change a child’s life. 
Please give today to help keep hope alive for kids in our hospitals.

Sincerely,

John A. Cinotto 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Shriners Hospitals for Children®

P.S. If you’re like me, you’ll probably watch at least some of the action in Sochi this 
month. I hope it will remind you of Alexa’s story, and how your support of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children is helping young athletes across the country pursue their dreams.

3RD MONDAY of the MONTH
6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S  •   HWY 150 MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, PC, President  •  336-996-8712

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB

Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus
Shrine & Community Parades

Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife
Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain French B. Harvey “Patches” 
for information 704-840-8076

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members No Experience Necessary
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2014 Installed OffIcers

ELkIN JoNESVILLE SHRINE CLUB

PoTENTATE GUARD  
oFFICERS

NOBLE TODD HAM INSTALLED THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS:  
PRESIDENT DAVID JOHNSON, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT MYRON HOLBROOK, 2ND 
VICE PRESIDENT KEVIN CARTER, TREASURER JOHN FOSTER AND SECRETARY 

DOUG NORRIS. FOR OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WE HAVE NOBLES,  
MIKE DEASON, SCOOTER PARKER & LEON REECE. 

REGINALD HALL - SECRETARY
DON LYERLY - TREASURY
ROGER HELMS - CAPTAIN

 

NEW RIVER 
SHRINE CLUB

NOBLE RANDY WILLIAMS - 1ST VP
NOBLE EVERETT DUKES - TREASURER
NOBLE CLIFF PHILLIPS - SECRETARY
NOBLE MIKE SAWYER - 2ND VP
NOBLE LARRY WOODIE - PRESIDENT
 NOBLE JOHN MILES - CHAPLAIN
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DoNoR IN MEMoRY oF:

DoNoR IN MEMoRY oF: DoNoR IN MEMoRY oF:
S Memorials S

S Memorials S S Memorials S

Sticky Burch Arthur K Schott

Bill Parke Beatie Lamb (Noble)

Jack & Jan Hendricks Beatie Lamb (Noble)

Moore County Shrine Club Beatie Lamb (Noble)

Mary Meseck Bob Marshall (Noble)

Sticky Burch Brenda Porter

Larry D Carl Carl S House (Noble)

Ronald J Kepley Carl S House (Noble)

Sally E Herr Clyde Plyler

John & Lori Curran Eugene Goss

Margaret S Stewart George F Fox

Tommy & Catherine Arakas George T McDonald, PP

Barbara Kiser Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Brady W Ratchford, Jr Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

David Garner Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Delores Poteat Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Doris Burroughs Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Eleanor M Walthart Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Jim & Elaine Randles Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Mary E Sanders Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Mary M Traynham Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Mary R Robinson Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Melrose Rhyne & Family Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Steve Johnson Family Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Ted & Weeta D Garner Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

Walter & Judy G Trapnell, III Helen ‘Delores’ Rhyne Robinson

“The Down One” James LaRoach (Noble)

Betty B Blankenship James LaRoach (Noble)

Charles & Mary Jo Alley James LaRoach (Noble)

George & Betsy Wilcox James LaRoach (Noble)

Martha P Clinard James LaRoach (Noble)

Murphy & Cota James LaRoach (Noble)

Red Fez Shrine Club James LaRoach (Noble)

Robert L Gossett James LaRoach (Noble)

Royal Order of Jesters, 

Charlotte Court #109 James LaRoach (Noble)

Ruti B Fadel  James LaRoach (Noble)

James & Ruth Watson JD Phillips

Joe & Betty Elledge JD Phillips

Julia Mikeal & Family JD Phillips

Kenneth & Kathleen Anderson JD Phillips

Lawrence & Joyce Young JD Phillips

Mary P Moretz JD Phillips

Opal B Koone JD Phillips

Robert & Donna Groce JD Phillips

Sterling & Lois Carroll JD Phillips

Larry R Lowdermilk Jimmy T (Chopper) Pollard

Gaston County Shrine Club John Clubb, Sr (Noble)

Betty B Blankenship Johnny Freeman (Noble)

Betty Nunn Johnny Freeman (Noble)

David & Sarah Tuttle Johnny Freeman (Noble)

Red Fez Shrine Club Johnny Freeman (Noble)

Robert & Norma McEachern Johnny Freeman (Noble)

W&L Partnership Joseph Edgar Hensley (Noble)

Angelene C Keziah Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Carol Fisher Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Harry & Wanda Sechrest Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Jeanette Hendrix Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Jerry W Long Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Mark A Carlton Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Robert & Gladys Suggs Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

Robert H Smathers Justin F Hendrix (Noble)

George & Betsy Wilcox Kenneth Daniels

Howard & Shirley Keyes Kenneth Daniels

Kenneth & Vickie Jarrett Kenneth Daniels

William & Robyn VanDresser Kenneth Daniels

George & Betsy Wilcox Louise G Costin

David Nyquist Lowell Mitchell

Thomas Southern Lowell Mitchell

William Brater Lowell Mitchell

Joann Parton, Tri County Shrine Ladies Martha Jean Devlin

Lamar & Carolyn Seagraves Martha Jean Devlin

Clover Leaf Ter Tr P Naomi Riddle

David L Candler Naomi Riddle

Deborah P Bowman Naomi Riddle

Dorothy D Cordell Naomi Riddle

Douglas & Jean Miller Naomi Riddle

James D Webb Naomi Riddle

James Earl Wise Naomi Riddle

Jane R Fleming Naomi Riddle

Jerry Calloway Naomi Riddle

Jody C Kuhne Naomi Riddle

Kimberly L Young Naomi Riddle

Lola Edwards Naomi Riddle

Melba C Riddle Naomi Riddle

Oasis Mountain Buggies Naomi Riddle

Patricia R Williams Naomi Riddle

Pelaez & Sons Co Naomi Riddle

Randy L Tallent Naomi Riddle

Samuel J Tucker, Jr Naomi Riddle

Stanley T Wilson Naomi Riddle

Thomas R Penland Naomi Riddle

Brank Banking & Trust Co Norma Sue McCorkle

Fred & Laura Brown Norma Sue McCorkle

Marge Gresham Norma Sue McCorkle

Stephen & Gloria Hager Norma Sue McCorkle

TV64 & Cox Media Group Staff Norma Sue McCorkle

Craig & Susan Kluttz Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Elizabeth H Bare Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Looks like 
Possie 

sneaked 

into Texas 

Roadhouse 

to steal some 

peanuts!

Harold & Margaret Kluttz Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Jerry & Mary Phillips Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

John & Kay Perkins Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Paula Phillips Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Ron & Diana Cope Pattsanna (Ann) Cope

Rodney K Hardy Rance & Louise Cockrell

Claude & Sandra Hamilton Richard V Lee (Noble)

Dorris H Goodyear Richard V Lee (Noble)

Red Fez Shrine Club Richard V Lee (Noble)

Virginia G Holder Richard V Lee (Noble)

Capt Joe Deich Rose Walker

Deforest Maness Rose Walker

Kenneth & Vickie Jarrett Rose Walker

William & Robyn VanDresser Rose Walker

Glorine Luper Thomas C. Luper, Sr

Clown Ladies Auxiliary Truett Harrelson (Noble)

Ophelia B Thurman Truett Harrelson (Noble)

Virginia H Wynn Truett Harrelson (Noble)

Carson F Dawson Wiley Smith (Noble)

Larry & Evelyn Gregory Wiley Smith (Noble)

Vance & Poochie Neece Wiley Smith (Noble)

DoNoR                                     IN HoNoR oF:

Arthur & Eulah Stamey Jack & Joan Parton

S  Honors  S
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 $531.00           Oasis Hospitality Committee

 $10,000.00      Rowan Shrine Club - Oyster Roast

$42,000.00       Bumgarner Oil Company, Inc

Bob Lackey (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Care Fare Inc (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Carolinas Electric (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Custom Marking & Printing, Inc 
(Gaston County Shrine Club)

David W Drum (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Diamond T Jewelers (Scooter Patrol)

Dixie Glass (Gaston County Shrine Club)

First Bank (Moore County Shrine Club)

Freeman Container (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Glorine Luper (Greensboro Shrine Club)

Harley P Affeldt

J Dean Carpenter (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Joan Barriage (Moore County Shrine Club)

Joe I Crosby, Jr

John D Moorefield, Jr

Johnny R Thomason

Larry Sparkman (Smoky Mountain Shrine Club)

S Donations S

Lawrence D Warlick, Jr

Luther D Helms, Jr

Mike Neaves (Ashe Shrine Club)

Mountain Creek Baptist Church (Robbinsville Shrine Club)

Party Outlet, Inc (Western NC Shrine Club)

Pasour Auto Repair (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Precision Cleaning Service (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

Putnam’s Auto Parts (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Quality Machine & Gear Co (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Recore Electrical Contractors, Inc (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Reids Lawn Care (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Robert C Lemonds

Rocky L Wood (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)

Roy Ray Willis

Scott Jenkins (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Steven D Roberts

Stine Gear & Machine Co (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Tri State Machine Co (Gaston County Shrine Club)

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign

William R Shouse

PASSED WITHIN  
THE UNSEEN TEMPLE

MEMBER# NAME CITY, STATE CREATED   DIED

18567 E W Frink Black Mountain, NC  10/16/65 10/31/13

31581 Raymond P Cienek Greensboro, NC  12/16/70 11/8/13

21454 Carroll L Ratliff  Kannapolis, NC  5/2/70 12/7/13

23470 Billy G Hauser Winston Salem, NC  10/28/72 1/6/14

17389 John W Clubb, Sr. Gastonia, NC  10/19/63 1/13/14

33866 Carlton W Green Hendersonville, NC  12/8/84 1/13/14

37566 Beatie C Lamb Southern Pines, NC  11/6/99 1/14/14

17137 Robert M Cust, Jr Punta Gorda, FL 1/26/63 1/21/14

31087 Richard W Carnes Hamlet, NC  1/29/83 1/22/14

20151 Robert B Lineberger Mooresville, NC  11/15/56 2/3/14

37477 Phillip C King Hendersonville, NC  11/6/99 2/5/14

17926 Neil B Glass  Jamestown, NC  10/17/64 2/6/14

14345 Edwin L Hicks Greensboro, NC  5/2/55 2/6/14

–
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If you have not signed up for 
Shriners Village, do so today.  

Shriners Village is a website 
designed to keep members of 
Shrine International up to date 
on all aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village 
and follow the instructions.  So 
easy, even a Shriner can do it.

Also check out our website, our facebook page, 
and follow us on Twitter.

www.shrinershq.org
www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

www.twitter.com/shriners

Shriners: Changing the 
World through Caring for 
Kids—we call it

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Tom Barnhardt
Home: 704-932-0727  •  Cell: 704-796-5762

Can ye play the pipes?
Can ye play the drum?

Would you like to?
The Oasis Highlanders are recruiting new 
members and would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is the willingness 
to learn a rare skill. We also would like to 
have a drum major...Interested?

If you are having a special event and 
would like photographs, please contact:

Oasis Shrine 
Photography

These photos will be displayed in the 
Desert Dust & on the Oasis Photo 

website at www.oasisshrinephotos.com.

Steve Jordan, Chairman of the 
Photography Committee at 

stevejordan707@gmail.com.

attEntiOn 
CLUBS & UNITS

Share Your Story of Fellowship and Brotherhood
Enter the 3rd Annual Shriners International Personal Essay Contest 

Shriners believe in fun, fellowship and philanthropy. For this year’s essay contest, 
we want to focus on the fellowship and brotherhood you have experienced during 
your time as a Shriner. Shriners are brought together by shared values and inter-
ests, whether it’s a love of motorcycles, playing music in a band, planning a circus 
or volunteering at a hospital. Over time, this camaraderie often grows into deeper 
long-lasting friendships that last a lifetime. We hope that you share your story of 
friendship, brotherhood and fellowship with us and, in doing so, remind yourself and 
others how great it is to be Shriner. 
How will the winners be recognized? 
The top three winning essays will be printed in the new quarterly fraternal publica-
tion. The winners will also receive plaques, pins and Amazon.com gift cards. 

How do I submit an essay? 
Essays must be submitted along with a completed entry form to shrinepr@shrinenet.
org by February 28, 2014. Please call 813-281-8162 with questions. 
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Get out there and 
enjoy great food, cold 
beverages and sports 
at BWW and do it for 

the Kids!

The Dune Cats say...
Eat Wings for the Kids at Buffalo Wild Wings

Show a current Oasis Shrine Dues 
card and BWW will donate 10% 
of your FooD bill to the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children!
*Alcohol not included

ATTENTIoN ALL MECKLENBURG AND GASToN CoUNTY SHRINERS

Friday, June 13th 
& Saturday, June 14th

Questions? Contact:
Todd Ham: 704-363-9257 todd@hambrothers.com
Johnny Burgess: 704-564-2193 jdbgpc@aol.com

Shea Fadel: 704-309-5396  sjf@fadelsinc.com

FRIDAY
7:30 am - 3:00 am - 

Cookers & Campers Set Up
6:30 - Until Fun Starts

Sample Each Team’s Signature Dish
Boogie Till You Drop

SATURDAY
Games, Inflatables, Music

Lunch: Hot Dogs
Afternoon: BBQ Judging 

& Awards
After Awards Everyone Eats BBQ

LOCATION:
The Red Fez Shrine Club

16600 Red Fez Club Rd. Charlotte, NC 28278


