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Nobles and Ladies: This 
will be my final official 
message as Potentate 

of Oasis Shrine.  I hope you 
have found the monthly mes-
sages both informative and 
inspiring.  My greatest hope 
is that the message that I pro-
jected, throughout my tenure 
as Potentate, instilled in each 
of you the importance of 
“Putting Kids First”.  Our hos-
pital patients are the reason 
for our being, and above all 
other activities, we must keep 
their care in our sights.

Please forgive me for using 
the words “I” and “me” in this 
message.  I am firmly aware 
that the accomplishments in 
2013 have been the results of 
a TEAM effort.  Being Poten-
tate of Oasis Shrine has been 
my greatest accomplishment, 
outside my marriage to Lady 
Rhonda and the birth of my 
children, Holland and War-
ner.  As I reflect over the past 
10 years, I feel both honored 
and fortunate in having been 

able to serve as the youngest 
Potentate in the history of Oa-
sis Shrine.  The opportunities 
to travel throughout the Oasis 
jurisdiction, meeting with the 
finest men and women in our 
state, or perhaps our country, 
has provided me with memo-
ries and friendships that I will 
cherish for the remainder of 
my days.  Our family thanks 
you for enabling us to serve 
you and the Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children.

There are so many people I 
would like to thank for their 
help in guiding me, in pro-
viding leadership throughout 
Oasis Shrine, and for their 
projection of my theme this 
year of “Putting Kids First”.  If 
I begin to call each by name, 
the list would likely be larger 
than the pages of the Desert 
Dust will allow.  From those 
who assisted with executive 
decisions, to those who sim-
ply patted me on the back 
or shook my hand and made 
me feel like one of them, and 

everyone in between, I give 
to you my undying gratitude.  
The members of Oasis Shrine 
are absolutely the best.

I would like to congratulate 
Potentate elect David Sumpt-
er, Chief Rabban elect Todd 
Ham, Assistant Rabban elect 
Johnny King, High Priest and 
Prophet elect Mike Neaves, 
Oriental Guide elect Johnny 
Burgess, Treasurer elect Bill 
Harward, PP, and Recorder 
elect, Gary Taylor, PP on their 
advancement.  With these fine 
Nobles at the helm, Oasis 
Shrine will be represented 
by a great leadership team.  
I wish these Nobles the very 
best in 2014.

Throughout the month of De-
cember, I was extremely busy, 
but greatly honored to attend 
the Installation of Officers of 
many of our Clubs.  I have 
traveled many miles from the 
mountains to the sand hills, 
and many places in between.  
The officers of these clubs are 

very important to the success 
of Oasis Shrine.  It is a given, 
though, that the Officers are 
only as good as the many No-
bles and Ladies that compose 
the clubs and units, and who 
offer support and participa-
tion in their activities.  It is 
my desire that each and every 
club and unit in Oasis has a 
successful 2014.

Our 2013 Circus, the #1 
Temple Fundraiser, has 
highly successful under the 
leadership of Chairman and 
Captain of the Guard Rodney 
Morgan and his staff.   Due to 
his efforts, this fundraiser is 
a major contributor in keep-
ing the annual dues one of the 
lowest in all of Shrinedom.  I 
had the pleasure of continu-
ing the tradition of the Poten-
tate dressing as a clown and 
joining the Clown Unit at the 
Cabarrus Circus.  I must say 
that I bore a striking resem-
blance to Ronald McDonald, 
thanks to Noble French Har-
vey, Captain of the Clown Unit, 
who provided his expert as-
sistance in applying makeup 
and clothing.  We were joined 
for the first time by a number 
of Lady Clowns, who par-
ticipated alongside the Clown 
Unit.  This new addition to 
their routine was very much 
appreciated by the children, 

since they made the Oasis 
Clowns look much better.   
Were you aware that the Oasis 
Clown Unit has participated 
in every yearly Shrine Circus 
performance since we began 
many years ago.  On behalf of 
the Oasis membership, many 
thanks are extended to the 
Clowns, the supporters of the 
Mom and Pop program, the 
many Nobles and Ladies who 
attended the performances, 
and the Clubs who provided 
the food at each location for 
the workers, and, of course, 
to Noble Rodney and Lady 
Rita.

The Laxton family would like 
to thank each of you for sup-
porting Holland and Warner’s 
fundraising efforts this year.  
Warner was very success-
ful with his pot holder sales 
due to the generosity of the 
ladies who attended Rhonda’s 
brunches.  Holland’s Hope, 
supporting the Greenville 
Hospital, would have never 
reached such a high level of 
success without the love and 
support of the Nobles and 
Ladies of Oasis.  Once again, 
you have proven why Oasis 
Shrine is the #1 Shrine Center 
in the world in contributions 
and support of Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children.

In closing, I would like to 
take a personal point of privi-
lege.  Not as Illustrious Sir 
Fred Laxton.  Not as Potentate 
of Oasis Shrine, but as Fred 
Laxton, Shriner.  Those of you 
who were in attendance at the 
Installation of Officers in Jan-
uary will remember I spoke 
of “Legacy” and how my de-
ceased father’s legacy lives 
on through Holland, Warner 
and me.  My father is the one 
person that I wanted to make 
proud of me in 2013.  His 
life was dedicated to helping 
our Shrine patients.  There-
fore, the emphasis in 2013 
has been “Putting Kids First”.  
Your leadership team has led 
this great Shrine Center with 
the “Kids” being at the fore-
front of all of our decisions.  
I have tried to live up to my 
dad’s “legacy”, but for which 
I can say, even as Potentate, 
I have failed to provide as 
much for our children, de-
spite my efforts, as he did in 
his many years of service as 
patient coordinator.  I want to 
now say, “Pop, I hope I made 
you proud of me as Potentate 
in 2013, and I give you my 
pledge that I will continue to 
work hard for your kids and 
mine”.

Yours in the Faith 
Fred

Nobles and Ladies: I am 
honored that you have 
chosen me to repre-

sent Oasis Shrine as your 
Potentate for 2014.  It is in-
deed humbling to know that 
you have placed your trust in 
me to lead the largest Shrine 
Center, and a Shrine Center 
which has a long standing 
reputation of providing the 
largest yearly contribution to 
our Shrine Hospitals of any 
other Shrine Center in the 

world.  We truly broadcast to 
all Shriners our dedication to 
our children.

Along with me, we have a 
great team of members in the 
Board of Directors.  We will 
continue to move Oasis in a 
direction that will benefit not 
only our Children’s Hospitals, 
but all of the members of Oa-
sis Shrine.  

We will continue to focus on 

membership this year.  We 
have some very exciting Cer-
emonials planned, and our 
Membership Committee will 
be asking each of you to step 
up your efforts to bring new 
members into our grand 
Fraternity.  We are losing 
members yearly due to non-
payment of dues, and to the 
Black Camel.  We must all 
concentrate on rebuilding 
our membership.  You will be 
hearing more from this Com-
mittee frequently over the 
coming year.  

In the next issue of our Award 

Winning Desert Dust, we will 
provide information about 
our upcoming trips and func-
tions.  I am sure you will be 
as excited as I am at the ac-
tivities which we want each of 
you to participate in.  We have 
planned something for every-
one.  We hope that all of you 
will be able to join us.  

The Installation of Officers for 
2014 will take place at Oasis 
Headquarters on January 4th, 
beginning with a social hour, 
and ending with a marvel-
ous band playing music for 
everyone until midnight.  As 

From the Potentate Elect in the past, this event is free 
to members and Ladies, and 
will be a night to remember.  
Please join us and show sup-
port for your incoming Divan 
members and members of the 
Board of Directors.  

Once more, thank you for 
putting your trust in me.  My 
door is always open if you 
have questions, concerns or 
suggestions.  

Yours in the Faith 
W. David Sumpter, III 
Potentate Elect
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Hello Nobles, Ladies, and Friends of the 
Shrine.  My message this month will be 
extremely brief due to the fact that I’m 

recharging my batteries for 2014. We covered a 
lot of topics in 2013, and I don’t know about you, 
but I enjoyed every one of them.  One of our most 
important challenges within both Masonry and the 
Shrine is education.  We must continue to educate 
the public, and even our members, on the great 
work done by both organizations, and also how it’s 
done.  We ourselves also have to be continually ed-
ucated to ensure that we communicate accurately 
and effectively.

Well, I hope everyone had absolutely fantastic 
holidays and I, for one, am looking forward to the 

upcoming year filled with challenges, opportuni-
ties, and successes.  Oh, I almost forgot, I want 
to thank each and every person that has given me 
feedback on my little column here in the Dust.  

O.K., this time I haven’t  rambled on very long, 
but our Noble Editor assures me he has valu-
able content for the space I didn’t use, so edit 
on Noble Terry, edit on.  Things continue to 
go well here at Oasis, and we would love to 
have you stop by and visit your temple.  Take 
care until next month, and remember, the 
work you do for our fraternity and philan-
thropy is sincerely appreciated and essential 
to our hospitals and the children they serve. 
Gary

Jan. 3 Club/Unit Appreciation Awards
Jan. 4 2014 Divan Installation
Jan. 11 2014 Club/Unit Officer Orientation
Jan. 16 - 18 Shrine East-West All-Stars, St. Petersburg, FL
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day (Divan to support Club & Unit Parties)
Mar. 7 - 8 Greenville Shrine Hospital Shrine Day
Mar. 28 - 30 Spring SASA, Roanoke, VA
Apr. 5 Cold Sands, Hamlet Lodge, Hamlet, NC
May 2 - 3 Paper Crusade
May 30 – Jun. 1 Summer Ceremonial, Blowing Rock, NC
Jun. 6 - 8 Oasis Celebrity Golf Classic, Lake Norman, NC
Jun. 13-14  Family Fun Day, Red Fez Shrine Club
Jul. 6 -10  Imperial Session, Minneapolis, MN  
Aug. 9 Cold Sands, Murphy, NC
Aug. 12 Shrine 100 Race, Gastonia, NC
Sep. 18 - 21 SASA Fall Meeting, Myrtle Beach, SC
Sep. 25 - 27 Grand Lodge 
Sep. 27 - Oct. 4 Potentate Cruise: 7 Day Canada/New England Cruise
Oct. 10 - 11 Oxford Homecoming
Oct. 31 – Nov. 2 Fall Ceremonial, Hickory, NC
Nov. 15 Oasis Veteran’s Appreciation Night
Nov. 20 Oasis Shrine Circus, Fletcher, NC
Nov. 22 Oasis Shrine Circus, Concord, NC
Dec. 6 Oasis 2015 Elections/Annual Meeting

2014 Oasis Schedule

In 1975, Wayne Alley of 
Henderson County was 
severely burned while 
teenagers were playing 
with gasoline and caught 
him on fire. At the young 
age of five, Wayne suffered 
from third degree burns 
over 70% of his body. 
Wayne was transported to 
the local hospital, but the 
medical staff there quickly 
found that their facility was 
not equipped to care for a 
patient with such severe 
burns. 

The Hendersonville Shrine 
Club was contacted and 
a plan of care was set 
into motion for Wayne. 
The Shrine Club arranged 
to have Wayne flown to 
Cincinnati, Ohio to The 
Shriners Hospital burn unit. 
Wayne arrived in Cincinnati 
and was admitted to The 
Shriners Hospital where 
he would spend the next 
9 ½ months. While there 
he received countless 
surgeries and received 
extensive rehabilitation. 
Due to the severity of his 
injuries Wayne’s parents 
were told he would never 
walk again. The Lord had 
other plans for Wayne and 
after a lengthy recovery 
time, Wayne began to walk 
again. 

Some of Wayne’s earliest 
memories of being at The 
Shriners Hospital were 
meeting a Shriner wearing 
a Fez hat & meeting some 
Shriner Clowns. After 
meeting the Shriners and 
Shriner Clowns, Wayne 
realized that he wanted to 
become a Shriner. Being 
away from his family at 
such a young age was very 
hard, but the loving staff at 
The Shriners Hospital & the 
Shriners soon became like 
family to him.

After returning home to his 
parents and two brothers, 
Wayne underwent years 
of rehabilitation. He was 
able to return to school the 
next year and went on to 
graduate from high school. 
Wayne is now married and 
has two grown children. He 
has worked for Windsor 
Aughtry Construction 
Company since 2001, as 
a Senior Field Manager 
and Quality Inspections 
Manager.  

In 2004, Wayne’s dream 
of becoming a Shriner 
was set into motion and 
he was initiated into The 
Dunn’s Rock Masonic 
Lodge, where he is a Senior 
Steward. In 2012, Wayne 

became a Master Mason 
and in 2013, he became 
a Shriner and an Oasis 
Shriner Clown. Wayne 
is currently a member of 
The Hendersonville Shrine 
Club, which is the same 
club that helped him when 
he was a child.

Wayne is thankful to the 
Lord, to his loving wife 
Chris, his family, Dunn’s 
Rock Masonic Lodge and 
the Shriners for helping 
him to fulfill his dream of 
becoming a Shriner and 
a Shriner Clown. He now 
plans to pay it forward 
by helping crippled and 
burned children in the 
same loving way that he 
was helped.

A Shriner Child’s 

Story of Survival
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Happy New Year, Nobles!

Your Membership Team diligently worked through the end of 2013 to reduce the number 
of suspensions for non-payment of dues. As of this writing, we are pleased to report the 
number of Nobles who were at risk of losing their membership has substantially declined 
thanks to these efforts from Nobles in every corner of our jurisdiction. Concerned Nobles 
wrote emails, made telephone calls, visited their brothers, and encouraged their continued 
participation in the Shrine. This cumulative drive demonstrates what we can accomplish 
while working together toward a common membership goal. Thank you for your hard 
work, Nobles.

Immediately into the new year, our team will focus its efforts toward “Restoration.” This 
process involves different strategies and approaches toward reaching out to Nobles who 
were just suspended and letting them know we miss their fellowship and participation in the 
Shrine. We’d like to issue a challenge to all 2014 club and unit officers to consider hosting 
at least one “Masonic Unity” event before the first ceremonial of the year. The Membership 
Team is pleased to announce that Noble Mark Abernethy has joined the team as a lead and 
key contact to help clubs and units plan these events for success as he experienced great 
results through his efforts last year. Please do not hesitate to contact Noble Mark at ab-
sworld66@yahoo.com or call him at 828-381-5477 to begin planning your Masonic Unity 
event. You’ll want to consider guest speakers representing multiple Masonic organizations 
and invite Masons who are not yet Shriners. This event can also be a perfect opportunity to 

invite a man who has expressed interest to you in learning more about becoming a Mason 
or a Shriner. 

We’re pleased to share the results of our efforts through partnering with the Past Masters Unit 
to obtain Blue Lodge Ambassadors for Masonic lodges throughout the Oasis jurisdiction. 
More than 60 Blue Lodge Ambassadors have been designated and the submission of more 
names is underway. If you would like to check if your lodge has a designated Blue Lodge 
Ambassador, please contact your lodge secretary or call Noble Gordy Peeler, Past Masters 
Unit Secretary, at 704-223-1531 and he will be happy to assist. As representatives of Oasis, 
these Ambassadors serve as lead contacts and resources in our Masonic lodges.

Please remember to plan activities for 2014 to help rebuild the “Sunshine Fund.” This fund 
is a specially designated resource within the temple that serves to assist Nobles who are in 
need. Club presidents and unit captains are encouraged to contact their District Representa-
tive for assistance and ideas to host Sunshine Fund events throughout Oasis. These simple 
events provide an opportunity to fellowship, enjoy a meal, and raise greatly needed resources 
to replenish the Sunshine Fund. 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a Virtual Mentor, please contact Noble 
Assistant Rabban Johnny King at jking1906@aol.com or call 704-634-2635. This program 
assigns designated volunteer nobles to new nobles as well as men who have expressed an 
interest in becoming a Mason. The importance of an effective mentorship program can never 
be underestimated. 

Remember, YOUR Membership Team is here to provide assistance throughout the year. Keep 
a copy of your 2014 Oasis Directory close by your side and call your District Representative 
and others as needed. We are only a phone call away and are here to support you and work 
with you to maintain Oasis Shriners as the #1 temple for membership throughout all shrine 
temples in the world. Drop an email to our team at oasisshrinemembership@gmail.com and 
we’ll be happy to hear from you.

Yours in the Faith; 
Chris Hall, Membership Chairman

Membership Update

Captain Jim Church  336-215-5656

Join A Winning Team

NASCARTS
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Nobles and Ladies;  This message arrived to late for inclusion in the December Desert 
Dust, however, the effort to help our Filipino Brothers and their families is an ongoing 
effort.  You may send your donation to Oasis Shrine Center with a note designating 
it for the assistance of our brothers in the Philippines.

Dear Fellow Nobles, 

Our thoughts and prayers are certainly with all the 
people of The Philippines as they cope with the over-
whelming devastation and destruction wrought by Ty-
phoon Haiyan earlier this month. 

This tragedy has also struck our Shriners family. Shri-
ners International is truly a global entity; we have two 
temples and several clubs in The Philippines, and we 
are especially concerned for our brothers there, and 
their families. We have been doing all we can to check 
on them, and have yet to hear from some clubs that 
we believe were located in the path of the storm. 

To help our brothers in the best and most efficient 
way possible, we are seeking and collecting contributions to assist the members of 
Agila and Mabuhay Shriners. 

If you would like to help your fellow nobles in The Philippines during this difficult time, 
please send your contribution (payable to your temple) as soon as you can, preferably 
by Monday, December 2, if possible. Your temple leadership will collect all the contri-
butions and send the amount in a single sum to Shriners International Headquarters. 
The money will be divided equally between the two temples and the temple leadership 
will be instructed to use the contributions to provide aid to individual Shriners and 
their families who are in crisis. 

Thank you for your compassion and your commitment to the Masonic ideals of broth-
erly love and charity. 

Please continue to hold the Philippine people and islands in your prayers. 

  

Yours in the faith, 

John A. Cinotto  
Imperial Potentate 

A Special Message from Your 

Imperial Potentate

3RD MONDAY of the MONTH
6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S

HWY 150 MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, PC, President

336-996-8712

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB

Fezzy, the first Love to 
the rescue® Ambassador

Purchase your very own 4 foot tall Fezzy, and 20% 
of the proceeds will go to help children in need at 
Shriners Hospitals. There’s no better gift than that!

Proudly wearing the iconic 
Shriner red fez, Fezzy 
made his debut on national 
television last month 
with a mission to raise 
awareness and support 
for the innovative pediatric 
care available at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children®.

Because of your support 
for Shriners Hospitals, we 
wanted to remind you about 
the opportunity to help 
him achieve his goals by 
purchasing your very own 
4’ Fezzy from Vermont Teddy 
Bear! And you’ll feel good 
knowing that 20% of the 
proceeds benefit Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

Fezzy the teddy bear 
helps honor the child-
centric education meth-
ods that have been used 
for decades to aid in 
the healing process at 
Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. Depending on 
the child’s needs, teddy 
bears can be used to 
teach young patients 
about upcoming medical 
procedures and outcomes, 

or may be given to patients 
to help alleviate the 
apprehension surrounding 
a hospital stay or surgery.

When you order a Fezzy for 
yourself or as a gift for a 
loved one, you are not just 
buying an extraordinary 
teddy bear − you are 
helping Shriners Hospitals 
for Children continue 
to provide treatment, 
surgery, rehabilitation and 
psychological support for 
orthopaedic, spinal cord, 

burn and other specialty 
care. 

Plaese visit www.
ShrinersHospitalsforChild- 
ren.org/Fezzy to learn more 
and place your order!

With our thanks,
John A. Cinotto
Chairman of the Board 
of Directors
Shriners Hospitals 
for Children®

Setting the Pace for a 
Strong Future
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Biography 
That band was nominated 
and the winners of the Caro-
lina Beach Music Award for 
Best New Artist in the year 
2000. Recording such songs 
as The Way You Love Me, 
Shaggin With Your Baby, and 
Dixie Moon. Mark was nomi-

Award Winning Band  
to Entertain At the Installation of  

Illustrious Sir David Sumpter 

nated for Male Vocalist in 2003 
just before his break from the 
band, Heart and Soul. He soon 
found a window of opportunity 
with a well-known musician 
whom was already established 
in the today’s beach music 
market. This collaboration 
went on to claim many Carolina David shooting a commercial for his favorite charity at the 

Snowball Derby for Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Photo Courtesy of David Ragan’s Official Facebook Page

Mark Roberts Band
Beach Music Awards such as 
Group of the Year, Song of 
the Year, Male Vocalist, and 
Entertainer of the Year. Mark 
was nominated for Male Vo-
calist in 2007 and winner 
of Smoothie of the Year for 
2005 and 2006 and took 
home the award for Favorite 
New Artist in 2008. 

Description 
The Mark Roberts Band 
plays the best in Variety in-
cluding Dance, Funk, Blues, 
Rock and Roll, Motown, 
Beach Music, and Country. 

Members 
Mark Roberts- Lead Vocals,
Bland Sawyer- Keyboards,
Ron Zara- Guitar, 
Kevin Mercer- Bass Guitar,
Jeff Sanson- Drums,
Roy Harper- Saxophone,
Joe Stinnett- Sound Engineer. 

For AdditionAl inFormAtion on the thundering Scooter PAtrol:

cAPtAin dAvid rickettS 336-613-5173
P.c. terry cox 336-509-6545

April 24-25, 2014 
Renaissance International 

Plaza Hotel - Tampa, Florida

Thursday, April 24, 2014
2 - 5 p.m.  Educational Sessions
5 - 7 p.m.  Cocktail Reception with light snacks
   *Dinner on your own - there are a variety of great restaurants onsite.

Friday, April 25, 2014
7:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Educational Sessions
12:30 p.m.  Lunch
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Closing Dinner Party
   • Featuring past Shriners Hospitals for Children patient 
      Dan Caro as guest speaker   •  Food, drinks, prizes, music and more

Join us at the beautiful Renaissance International Plaza Ho-
tel in Tampa, Florida. We have reserved a block of rooms at 
the discounted rate of $129 per night. A complimentary shuttle 
is available for the short ride to and from Tampa International 
airport. Please note there is a smaller room block for the night 
of Wed., April 23 so please book early or arrange to arrive on 
Thurs. morning.
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MOMS & DADS 
$20-$39 Contributions GRANDPARENTS

$40-$79 Contributions

RINGMASTERS
$80-$100 Contributions
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Nobles, Ladies an Guests - Join us for dinner with the players, coaches and NFL Alumni 
and Shriners Hospitals for Children patients!

Friday, January 17, 2014
Cocktails: 5:30 p.m. Banquet: 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets: $60 per person
Tropicana Field, 1 Tropicana Drive, St. Petersburg, FL

Order at: www.shrinegame.com or 813-281-8162

ATTENTION 
CLUBS & UNITS
If you are having a special 

event and would like 
photographs, please contact:

Oasis Shrine Photography

These photos will be displayed 
in the Desert Dust & on the 

Oasis Photo website at  
www.oasisshrinephotos.com.

Steve Jordan, 
Chairman of the 

Photography Committee at 
stevejordan707@gmail.com.  

Pictured is Noble Al “PoPPI” Clegg with Tess, 
the Ringmistress of the Shrine Circus.  Noble Al 
is quoted as saying that Tess stated “It was an 
honor and highlight to work with POPPI, the most 
handsome and charming Shrine Clown ever”.   
And then, he woke up!!!!!!!!!!

Shrine race 
Trailer

Another Drag Racing rig is on the road 
thanks to Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton and No-
ble Jim Turner.  Jim’s son, Jay is an NHRA 
Top Fuel Harley Drag racing champion and 
has allowed Oasis to place our message 
on four of his trailers to date.  The latest is  
pictured here.  

Jay’s stable of racers crisscross 
the United States and Canada 
from January till November.   
Recently Jay took the time to bring 
a bike and trailer to Sedge Garden 
Methodist Church for their annual 
car show.  Showing along with 
Jay were the Oasis NASCARTS, a 
crowd favorite.

Thanks to all who participated.  
Another example of what is right at 
Oasis! 
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Captain Donnie Wrenn  980-521-3523

jumping hurdles for Children

Oasis Circus is Special 
for Kids, Old and Young



DESERT DUST    JANUARY 2014     PAGE 11

Shriners: Changing the 
World through Caring for 
Kids—we call it

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Tom Barnhardt
Home: 704-932-0727  •  Cell: 704-796-5762

Can ye play the pipes?
Can ye play the drum?

Would you like to?

The Oasis Highlanders 
are recruiting new mem-
bers and would like to 
hear from you. Experi-
ence is a plus, and so is 
the willingness to learn a 
rare skill. We also would 
like to have a drum ma-
jor...Interested?

On Monday, December 2, 2013 the 
Gaston County Shrine Club once again 
joined forces with the Carolina Camaro 
Association to deliver toys to the Green-
ville Shriners Hospital for Children. This 
annual event has transpired for several 
years and always brings a tremendous 
amount of enjoyment and holiday cheer 
as we watch the children’s faces light up 
when the gifts come through the doors. 
Many thanks to Bob Stephens with the 
Carolina Camaro Association for sup-
porting the ongoing endeavor. Gratitude 
is extended to the Gaston County Sher-
iff’s Office for arranging the law en-
forcement escort to the hospital. Also, 
thanks to high school senior Tim Petti-
john for donating toys toward the effort 
as part of his senior project. From all 
of us at the Gaston County Shrine Club 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!  

      - Chris Hall, Outgoing President
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2014 Installed OffIcers

AVERY 
SHRINE CLUB

LExINGtON 
SHRINE 
CLUB

RAGtOPS

Installing Official - John Burgess
President - Michael Richardson
V. President - Wendell Owens
Treasurer - Jay Glen
Secretary - Dean McGuire

John McCutcheon, V. President
Ed Wilkerson, Treasurer
Thomas Jolly, Jr., Secretary
Johnny King, High Priest and Prophet, installing officer
Jimmy Barney, President
Roy West, 2nd. V. President
 

Captain - Sam Eudy
1st. Lt. - David Faircloth
2nd Lt. - Tom Wimbish
Sergeant - Bob Hunter
Treasurer - Mack Wilson
Secretary - George Thompson
 

OFFICERS INSTALLED:
David Bramigk - President
Chuck Dixon - 1st VP
H. Mike Cook, PP - 2nd VP
James “Buddy” Brown - Secretary
Jerry Ennis - Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS:
Max Garrison - 1 yr Director
Willie Milling - 1 yr Director
Bill Cork - 2 yr Director
Lyle Scruggs - 2 yr Director

LAkE NORMAN SHRINE CLUB
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2014 Installed OffIcers

SURRY 
MINI 

tRUCkERS

CROWDERS 
MOUNtAIN 

SHRINE CLUB

Installation of Officers, 

UNION COUNtY SHRINE CLUB

HILLBILLYS

Ron Supthin, Captain
Don Hicks, Past Captain
Todd Ham, Chief Rabban elect
Tim Marion, 2nd Lt
Dwight Leonard, Treasurer
Rodney Moore, Secretary.
Not Pictured: Mark Bender, 1st Lt.
 

Matt Jones, 2nd Vice President

Lamont Wilson, Treasurer

Jason Simonds, President

David Wheeler, 1st Vice President

Terry “Gaws” L Walker, Secretary

 

Mark Aiken, Past Captain
Jack Devine, Captain
Doug Harrington, 1st Lt
Gary Patterson, Secretary 
Lee Moody, Treasurer
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Tyraina Johnson is six years old and at-
tends Oakland Elementary School in Boil-
ing Springs, SC. When she was one year 
old, Tyraina would walk on her toes like a 
ballerina and could not stand flat footed 
or flex her feet. She could not wear shoes 
or walk without assistance or balance 
herself. Tyraina was taken to the Green-
ville Shriners Hospital where the doctors 
informed her parents she had been born 
with shortened Achilles tendons and this 
had prevented her from walking or stand-
ing on her own. 

The doctors informed her parents that 
Tyraina would have to be casted in order 
to stretch her Achilles Ten-
dons gradually to increase 
her mobility and balance 
as she grew. Every week 
for two months Tyraina was 
casted and then received 
braces. She visited Green-
ville Shriners Hospital once 
a month for three years to 
chart her progress and now 
returns to the hospital once 
a year for a checkup. 

Today Tyraina is able to 
stand, walk, run and ride a 
bicycle. Tyraina wants to 
be a female track star and 
nurse practitioner when she 
grows up. She enjoys listen-
ing to music, reading, spending time with 
her family, riding her bicycle, and having 
play dates with her friends. 

Shrine Bowl 2013 Queen Crowned
Reprinted from THE GOALPOST A Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas Publication

Mrs. Tyrone Johnson with local Shriners 
who presented the queen her crown and  
robe at Oakland Elementary School.

Latona Temple # 154
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children of Shriners Hospitals
If you are a lady related by birth or marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason or 
Daughter of the Nile, you are eligible to become a member of this growing 
organization committed to supporting the important work of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. For more information on this dedicated fraternal 
order for women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or Kathy 
Southworth, PQ at (704) 262-7739 or e-mail her at kfsouth@yahoo.com.

Patients Make National Headlines

A Successful Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Open

owen Mahan — Shriners Hospitals for Children — St. Louis
When only 6 years old, Owen Mahan has already done 
something most would only dream of doing – perform 
the official coin toss at a college football game. On Sat-
urday, September 14th, Owen was featured live on ABC 
during the broadcast of the Notre Dame versus Purdue 
game. Althouhg he sustained severe burns covering ap-
proximately 98 percent of his body when he was 2 years 
old, Owen is determined to continue his love of sports, 
race cars and monster trucks!

Rion Paige — Shriners Hospitals for Children — Tampa
Just a few short months ago, 13-year-old 
Rion Paige stunned the world with her first 
performance of Carrie Underwood’s “Blown 
Away” on the nationally televised show, The 
X-Factor. Rion, born with a rare congenital 
condition known as arthrogryposis multi-
plex congenita, has become an inspiration 
to many, including other patients at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. To support Rion and 
her passion for signing, visit thexfactorusa.
com and click on “Vote.”

At 24-under par 260, Webb Simpson won 
the 2013 Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Open by six shots over Ryo Ishikawa 
and Jason Bohn. Simpson opened the 
tournament with rounds of 64-63 and led 
by four after 54 holes. The three-time All 
American and 2008 ACC Player of the Year at Wake Forest shot a final round 66 
to secure his 4th career PGA TOUR victory and first since his U.S. Open triumph 
in 2012.

The tournament marked the sixth consecutive year of PGA TOUR event sponsor-
ship by Shriners Hospitals for Children, but the first as part of the FedExCup regu-
lar season. From a global perspective, the tournament continues to broaden the 
awareness of Shriners Hospitals for Children by reaching more than 715 million 
homes in 225 countries. A cleaner brand campaign with a more direct visual tie to 
the hospitals aided in maximizing the brand awareness via telecast, print, digital, 
and other mediums of promotion and communication throughout the week.

In addition to all the golf excitement, Olivia Stamps and Brendon Wiseley, our 
2013 national patient ambassadors, were also at the event. Both ambassadors 
had the unique opportunity to participate in a live televised interview with the 
Golf Channel and truly experience the mission behind the tournament – help-
ing countless children in need. In addition, they were able to take part in two 
very special events – a backstage pass to Le Reve and a ride-along at the Rich-
ard Petty Driving Experience. Visit the Shriners Hospitals for Children’s YouTube 
channel to watch all the excitement, youtube.com/shrinershospitals.

THE PUBLIC RELATIONS VOICE



DESERT DUST    JANUARY 2014     PAGE 15

On behalf of our Cap-
tain, Dale Morton and 
Lady Terri, everyone in 

the Drum & Bugle Corps fam-
ily sends each of you a sincere 
wish for a wonderful New Year!

Members of the Corps and 
their ladies wrapped up 2013 
at their annual Christmas 
Party, which was held at The 
Little Big Horn, just outside 
of Dallas, NC.  The evening 
was filled with lots of fellow-
ship, laughter, and stories, 
not only from 2013, but also 
from years past as many of 
our “Veteran” Corps members 

and their ladies were on hand 
for the celebration.  Before a 
terrific meal was served, Cap-
tain Dale expressed his thanks 
to everyone for making 2013 
such a good one for the Corps. 
He remarked on how well 
the parades were attended, 
and how successful the Car 
& Truck Show was.  He was 
also able to share that, again 
this year a donation would be 
made to the Shriners Hospital 
for Children in honor of The 
Ladies of the Drum & Bugle 
Corps. After dinner, a vari-
ety of dance music began for 
those that wanted to get out on 

the floor and shake a leg.

Next up on the calendar were 
the annual elections at the Oa-
sis Shrine Temple in Charlotte 
where one of our drummers, 
Noble Brother Todd Ham con-
tinued his journey in the Divan 
as he was elected to serve as 
Chief Rabban for 2014.  Every-
one in the Drum & Bugle Fam-
ily sends their best wishes and 
congratulations to Todd and 
Lady Mary.

Many of the D&B family will 
be at the Club & Unit Appre-
ciation Night, as well as the 

The “Beat on the Street” 
Marches into 2014

Officers’ Installation Night on 
Jan 3rd and 4th.  We hope to 
meet and greet you there.  We 
would welcome the chance to 
talk to anyone that might have 
an interest in being a part of 

the Corps. But, if not us, we 
hope that this new year will 
provide an opportunity for 
you to find your place in one 
of the many clubs or units 
within Oasis.

Goodbye to 2013. We have 
had a great time “Putting Kids 
First”.  We welcome the chance 
to serve again in 2014, because 
when the “Hospital” wins, we 
all win!
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Several Nobles of Oasis 
Shine were noticed “clown-
ing around” in Fletcher and 
Concord during the Oasis 
Shrine Circus in November.  
It’s okay though because 
they were all members of 
the award winning Oa-
sis Clowns.  Past Captain 
French “Patches” Harvey 
said that he was extremely 
pleased with the turn out 
and performance of their 
unit.  The unit had three 
“firsts” this year; a new cir-
cus skit, new members and 
the participation of their 
clown ladies.
Their circus skit this year 
was the “Photographer” 
which was the idea of Har-
vey, who also served as the 
“boss clown of the circus” 
and written by Harvey and 
1st LT. Mark “Shortcake” 

Murphy. The unit had 
also performed the skit as 
“guest clowns” for the He-
jaz Shrine Circus in Spar-
tanburg in April.

It has been a tradition with 
the clown unit to invite the 
Potentate or a member 
of the Divan to be a guest 
clown each year. Their 
stint as a “guest clown” 
is one they never forget!  
The hugs and smiles from 
children are precious and 
never forgotten. Illustrious 
Sir Fred “Fez: Laxton be-
came a guest clown during 
the second performance in 
Concord and got a “face 
full of powder” during the 
skit in the circus ring.  

Ten members of the unit 
participated at the Fletch-

er venue: Harvey, John 
“FarrisWheel” Farris, Jim 
“T-Bear” Self, Al “Poppi” 
Clegg, Jim “Sonny” Beggs, 
Wayne “Mr. Dimples” Al-
ley, Barry “ToYo” Winecoff, 
Virgle “Mac” McClure, 
Robert “BoBo” Bickel and 
Alex “Sax” Bass.

Thirteen members per-
formed at the Concord ven-
ue which included: Harvey, 
John “FarrisWheel” Farris, 
Jim “T-Bear” Self, Al “Pop-
pi” Clegg, Jim “Sonny” 
Beggs, Wayne “Mr. Dim-
ples” Alley, Mark “Short-
cake” Murphy, Ted “”Ted-
E” Shiver,  Robert “BoBo” 
Bickel, Charlie “Gummy” 
Johnson, Joe “”Pockets” 
Neto, Grover “Goliath” Eury 
and Alex “Sax” Bass.

“Pockets brought his pet pug 
“Compass” who was a great 
hit with the children.  Noble 
Joe “Pockets” Neto and 
his pet “Compass” recently 
transferred from the Rhode 
Island Shrine Center and 
joined the Oasis unit.  He has 
been a shrine clown for over 
ten years and entertained the 
children with his juggling and 
with “Compass”.

Noble Wayne “Mr. Dim-
ples” Alley, the newest 
unit apprentice clown from 
Fletcher, was a “First of 
May” clown as a first time 
performer.  Noble Alley was 
a former patient in a Shri-
ners’ burn unit as a child 

and always remembered 
the shrine clowns who 
came to the hospital to visit 
the patients.  

Five of the clown ladies 
joined the unit in Concord; 
Polly Farris, Dawn Neto, 
Lynn Murphy, Ann Hatley 
and Rosemary Bickel.  This 
was the first time the ladies 
have participated and they 
were a great hit with the 
audience, especially the 
children.  No one expected 
to see “girl clowns” but 
they were a big hit.  Captain 
Harvey had received spe-
cial permission from Circus 
Chairman Rodney Morgan 
and Illustrious Sir Laxton 
for the ladies to work with 
the clown unit.  

Even with the circus perfor-
mance schedule in late No-
vember the unit was able to 
have clown unit members 
perform at the Charlotte 
Auto Show at the conven-
tion center which was 
scheduled the same week 
as the shrine circus.  Tom 
“Stickers” Acklam, John 
“FarrisWheel” Farris, Ted 
“Ted-E” Shiver, and Jason 
“Wheels: Whipple made 
“meet and greet” appear-
ances.  Farris Wheel and 
his wife Polly and Ann Hat-
ely went to the Auto Show 

on Saturday afternoon after 
working at the circus in the 
morning.

During the month of De-
cember the unit had also 
been invited to participate 
in several holiday parades 
in Norwood, Denton and 
Star in North Carolina.  
They also performed at the 
Mecklenburg Shrine Club 
Santa Day in December.

The unit is one of Oasis 
Shrine hardest working 
units that bring joy to chil-
dren.  The unit was formed 
in 1959.  The Clowns are the 
only unit of Oasis that has 
appeared at every Oasis 
Shrine Circus the shrine 
center has scheduled.  
For many years when the 
circus committee sched-
uled the circus in five to 
seven venues in Oasis ju-
risdiction, members of the 
Clown unit were at every 
performance.  No other 
unit in Oasis can boast this 
reputation.  Unit members 
have placed First, Second 
and Third Place in South 
Atlantic Shrine Clown As-
sociation and International 
Shrine Clown Associa-

Oasis Clown Antics
CLoWNS AND CIRCUS…CIRCUS AND CLoWNS!

tion makeup and costume 
competitions and in circus 
skit competitions.  Past 
Captains Sam Parks (1976-
1978) and French Harvey 
(2012-2013) are Past Presi-
dents of the South Atlantic 
Shrine Clown Associa-
tion.  Past Captain French 
Harvey has also served as 
First Vice-President, Com-
petition Director and Chief 
Judge for Clowns of Ameri-
ca, Inc. and as Ambassador 
and judge’s instructor for 
International Shrine Clown 
Association.

After the circus the Clown 
Unit had their traditional 
unit holiday party, this year 
it was at the Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway Club.  During 
the dinner Lady Polly Far-
ris, read an original poem 
about the clowns which 
was a take-off on the Night 
Before Christmas.  The 
following week Captain’s 
wife, Lady Julie, delivered 
nearly 3,000 toiletry items 
collected throughout the 
year by the Clown Ladies 
as a service project to the 
USO at the Charlotte-Doug-
las Airport, in support of 
our veterans.

The unit is always looking for 
new members.  No previous 
experience is necessary; 
one of the talented members 
of the unit gives personal at-
tention to each new clown to 
help them with their makeup 
and costume.  Those inter-
ested can call or email the 
unit Secretary, Rick Bean 
(rickbean@windstream.
net/980-581-0401) for infor-
mation and a petition.
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Oasis steel Drum BanD

Got that island flair? Know your way ‘round those 
wild tropical shirts? then come join one of the 

most popular parade & entertainment units

- The Oasis sTeel Drum BanD!
call captain todd wriGht (980) 581-1095

todd@southernmechanicalservices.com

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money 

for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
• Meetings the 2nd Thurs. of the month
• Annual Keystone Kop Golf Tournament
• SASA and Oasis Installation Trips
• Antique Car Show Appearances
• Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact 
Captain Cal 
Greene for 

Information: 

704-578-9396 
cal.greene5@

yahoo.com

Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or 
are interested in the old 
classics come join us for 
some fun and fellowship

We meet the 1st Sunday of the Month - Nobles & Ladies
Logan’s Roadhouse in Statesville at 3 pm

Contact one of the following for more info:
Captain: Ron Bailey - 336-769-9780   •  Lieutenant: Charles Hale - 336-696-2652

Secretary/Treasurer: Pat Stanley - 336-240-5728

For benefit of the Winston-Salem Shrine Club

~ WINSTON-SALEM SHRINE CLUB ~

ANNUAL SHRIMP 
& OYSTER FEAST

February 22, 2014 from 3:30 to 7:00

$30.00 IN ADVANCE 
$35.00 AT THE DOOR

LOCATION:  4909 HAMPTON ROAD 
CLEMMONS, N. C.

For Tickets Call
GLENN PILCHER 336-998-2486
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MASONIC PENNIES
Visit masonicpennies.com for 
pricing. Order a set or just one. 

Masonic emblem on the front of each 
penny with your choice of 7 different 

emblems on the back.

First and foremost: 
The elusive Black 
Camel has struck the 

Veteran ranks of The Patrol 
Unit hard and with quick 
succession this past Fall 
and Winter. We lost three 
expert Shrine – Masons in 
the form of Bill Allen, Gene 

Crawford and Past Potentate 
George McDonald. There is 
well over 150 years of Patrol 
Unit service within those 
3 good men. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with their 
families.

Shifting the Patrol hot-

rod’s gears... WOW! What a 
celebration of Shrinedom 
at the Patrol Unit’s Annual 
Covered Dish and Officer 
Installation where a new 
Captain was installed and 
other Officers advanced 
accordingly. It is an energetic 
and forward thinking Patrol 
Officer Line that will keep 

Patrol News for JaNuary 2014
things fresh and stand on the 
hot-rod’s accelerator stem 
to stern. The Covered Dish 
Dinner was well attended 
by the Oasis Divan as our 
Illustrious Potentate Fred 
Laxton Installed the new 
Captain and Officers with 
some very able assistance 
from our Past Imperial 
Potentate Al Madsen serving 
as Marshall and Issuing the 
Proclamation. That night 
we had it all: Faith, Family, 
Friends, Food, Flags and 
Fezes.

Our recent contribution to 
“Holland’s Hope”, one of 
our Hospital Projects this 
year, may have been what it 
takes to break the barrier for 
a specific piece of imaging 
equipment that has been on 
our Greenville, SC Hospital’s 
wish-list for a while. The 
“Holland’s Hope” foundation 

has such a great back-story 
that just makes us feel real 
good and right about doing 
all we can to contribute. Very 
good job Oasis Patrol Unit.

The recent Oasis Annual 
Elections went smoothly. Our 
new Potentate and Divan 
Executive Board members 
all advanced. The Patrol Unit 
maintains a solid presence on 
the Divan / Executive Board as 
they all continue to work hard 
as a cohesive group to operate 
our Fraternal enterprise and 
stay in front of the fund-raising 
opportunities for Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. Our 
Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton 
made some excellent closing 
remarks that spoke volumes 
to why our Fraternity seems 
to be in a holding pattern for 
total membership.

With Christmas and New 

Year’s / aka ‘the Holidays’ 
swirling around us we’ll 
try to reacquaint ourselves 
with our families for a week 
or two without too much 
Shrining activity. Please try to 
be supportive of your Clubs 
and Unit’s events for dances, 
parties and social gatherings. 
Most of all BE SAFE!

The Oasis Memorial Service, 
Clubs and Units Recognition 
and Installation of Oasis 
Officers weekend is quickly 
approaching so please make 
your arrangements to join us at 
Oasis Shrine Center.

Let’s celebrate a new beginning 
as we usher in yet another 
Shrine year; 2014. The Oasis 
Patrol is sitting on ready for 
some serious Shrining this 
upcoming year. As a reminder; 
All Nobles, please have your 
2014 Oasis Dues Card with 
you and ready to show any 
Patrolmen performing Door 
Duty at the various Oasis Shrine 
Center’s functions.

Respectfully Submitted,  
Bob Saye
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Shriners Hospitals for Children is again participating in the United Airlines 10 Million 
Charity Miles Holiday Campaign. Please support your philanthropy and place your vote 
at http://www.10millioncharitymiles.com.

The charity miles campaign is an online public vote for select charities to receive air 
miles for use in carrying out their mission. The miles allocated by United Airlines are 
based on the final percentage of votes received—the more votes for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children, the more miles donated to our organization! For the past two years, our 
health care system has placed first in this online vote! Let’s make it three in a row!

Shriners Hospitals for Children uses these air miles to transport children and a par-
ent/guardian to our hospitals so they can receive the specialized medical care they 
need. Supporters can vote for their charity from all of their devices: computers, tab-
lets, smartphones, iPads, etc. Please support Shriners Hospitals for Children with your 
votes, so that we can help even more children in 2014!  

Be sure to visit the website shown above and vote, and continue to vote throughout the 
campaign. Voting ends 12/31/13.  

Be sure to share this with your family, friends and social networks! 

Thank you for your support.

Add Shriners Hospitals for Children to your social networks:

www.facebook.com/shrinershospitalsforchildren

www.twitter.com/shrinershosp

www.instagram.com/shrinershospitals

www.youtube.com/shrinershospitals

Yours in the faith, 

John A. Cinotto  

Imperial Potentate 

Setting the Pace for a Strong Future

A Special Message from Your 

Imperial Potentate
United Airlines Charity Miles Holiday Campaign 

Get out there and enjoy 
great food, cold beverages 
and sports at BWW and do 

it for the Kids!

The Dune Cats say...
Eat Wings for the Kids at Buffalo Wild Wings

Show a current Oasis Shrine Dues 
card and BWW will donate 10% 
of your FooD bill to the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children!
*Alcohol not included

ATTENTIoN ALL MECKLENBURG AND GASToN CoUNTY SHRINERS
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Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades

Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain French B. Harvey “Patches” 
for information 704-840-8076

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members • No Experience Necessary

The World Loves A Clown
Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Members of Kings Mountain Shrine Club, with Assistant 
Rabban Todd Ham, as they prepare for their annual Barbecue

John H. Stanley,  
P.P., Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner

A Hug A Day Keeps The Doctor Away

Happy New Year!!  During 
2014 would you like to in-
crease your energy level, 
become more lively, and 
improve your memory past 
the age of 70?  Is it possible 
during the New Year that 
you and I could feel better 
about ourselves, while be-
ing pain-free?  Is it possible 
that we can watch a dra-
matic improvement in our 
children or grandchildren’s 
language skills and IQ? 
 
According to author, nurse 
and hug expert Kathleen 
Keating in The Hug Ther-
apy Book, “Hugging is a 
very special form of touch 

therapy that significantly 
contributes to the way a 
person heals, and his/her 
overall health.”

Sometime ago there was 
a commercial that asked 
the question:  “Have you 
hugged your kid today?”.  
And, we can ask have you 
hugged your spouse to-
day?  Or, if they are still on 
this earth, have you hugged 
your parents today?

Yes, there are many guys 
reading these words who 
are saying under their 
breath, I’m just not the hug-
ging kind”.  Well, the Bible 
paints a different picture.  
In the Old Testament of the 
Bible, Jacob and Esau were 
two grown men, brothers, 
who had had a falling-out.  

They had become mortal 
enemies.   After many years 
of being apart in bitterness 
and anger, when they came 
back together we read in 
Genesis: “But Esau ran to 
meet him, and embraced 
(HUGGED)him.

Joseph had been sold into 
slavery by his brothers. He 
had kept his identity hid-
den from them when he 
was the Prime Minister 
of Egypt; but. when he fi-
nally revealed that he was 
their long lost brother, the 
Bible says in the Book of 
Genesis:   “Then he fell 
on his brother Benjamin’s 
neck (HUGGED) and wept, 
and Benjamin wept on his 
neck.

Modern research in the 

hugging field has shown 
that hugging helps lessen 
the chances of senility in 
people age 70 and over.  
Hugging increases liveli-
ness, curiosity, problem-
solving abilities and overall 
physical well-being.

Experiments conducted 
by experts, HUGGING has 
shown to make people feel 
better about themselves, 
positively affect children’s 
language skills and IQ, and 
help improve the mental 
outlook of the person who 

John Stanley, P.M.,P.P. is Chaplain of Oasis Shriners.  He 
is Chaplain, McLean Funeral Directors (Gastonia), and 
Minister of Visitation of First Presbyterian, Gastonia.  In the 
fiscal Shrine Year, 2012-13, he served Shriners International 
Imperial Potentate Al Madsen as Imperial Chaplain.  He can 
be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com

is being hugged, as well as 
the hugger. 

For more information on 
how you can bring warmth 
into a loved one’s heart 
by hugging, read The Hug 
Therapy Book by Kath-
leen Keating or, The Gift 
of Touch by Helen Colton. 
Would you like to lower 
your husband’s or your 
wife’s blood pressure? 
(Most of us spend our time 
raising it anyway).   Would 
you even like to add up to 
two years of your own life?  

There is a way.  In an article 

in the American Journal of 
Nursing, it was reported 
that a UCLA Study revealed 
that just to maintain emo-
tional and physical health, 
men and women need eight 
to ten meaningful touches 
every day. 

Eight to ten HUGS A DAY.   
HAVE YOU HUGGED ANY-
ONE LATELY?   “We need 4 
hugs a day for survival. We 
need 8 hugs a day for main-
tenance. We need 12 hugs 
a day for growth”, accord-
ing to Virginia Satir, family 
therapist.  Have a Happy 
2014!  Go hug someone! 

Good News From the Past Masters

The Past Masters Unit, with an 
enthusiastic and energized leadership 
and membership, continues its positive 

impact upon the Masonic Relations between 
Oasis Shriners and North Carolina Masons.  

We are up-to-date!  At the most recent meeting 
of the Past Masters, held December 7, 2013 at 
Oasis Shriners Headquarters the revised by-
laws of the unit were presented by Noble Ed 
Becton, P.M., and were passed.   

At that meeting Captain Terry Jones, Past 
Master and Past Potentate, and Noble Gordy 
Peeler reported that membership in the 
unit is now 215 Past Masters!  Also, it was 
reported that forty-two (42) members had 
been added during 2013, and that there are 
62 Past Masters who are actively serving their 
Masonic Lodges as Ambassadors.

In addition to the Captain and Secretary, the 
unit has as its 1st Lt., Noble Gary Handy, P.M.; 
2nd Lt., Noble Bob Erwin, Jr., P.M.; treasurer, 
Noble Mark Shores, P.M., and Chaplain, 
Noble Edwin Becton, P.M.

At the Annual Meeting of Oasis Shriners which 
followed the Past Masters Unit, Illustrious Sir 
Fred Laxton, Potentate recommended to the 
Membership that our very own Chaplain, 
Noble Ed Becton, P,M,, be made a Life 

Member of Oasis Shriners.  Obviously, this 
passed!  We congratulate Noble and Brother 
Becton on this wonderful recognition.  

The membership of the Past Masters Unit 
congratulates RW Brother Douglas L. Caudle 
of Statesville Masonic Lodge 27, on his 
election as Deputy Grand Master.   Noble and 
RW Brother Caudle is the newest member 
of the Oasis Past Masters Unit!  Welcome, 
Brother Caudle!  

Membership in the Oasis Past Masters Unit 
is open to all Shriners who have served their 
Lodges as Master.   The mission of the Past 
Masters Unit is to be a communications link 
between Oasis Shriners and the Masonic 
Lodges within the jurisdiction.  Of course, the 
VITAL link in the communications effort are 
the Blue Lodge Ambassadors.  

If you would like to explore becoming a 
member of the Past Masters Unit, or if you 
if you have questions regarding the unit, 
or please do not hesitate to contact:  Terry 
Jones, P.M.,P.P., Captain, 5002 White Oak Dr., 
Lexington 27295, Phone (336) 764-5502, 
e-mail:  tkjonespp@gmail.com.  Also, Past 
Masters’ Secretary, Noble Gordy Peeler, 520 
Cantiberry Drive, Salisbury, NC 28146, phone 
(704) 279-5764.  He can be reached by 
e-mail at gordypeeler@msn.com.  
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OASIS SHRINERS
PETITION FOR INITIATION 

AND MEMBERSHIP

DID YoU PLAY IN A 
HIGH SCHooL BAND oR 

CoLLEGE BAND?
IF So WE NEED YoU!

THe OASiS 
TemPle BAnD

CAPTAIN: 
 NOBLE ALLEN JONES – 336/313-0346

1ST LT.: 
NOBLE PAUL BLOSSER – 828/632-6655

Past Captain: 
NOBLE SHEA FADEL – 704/309-5396

PC, PP,V: 
NOBLE JOHN V. ELDER – 336/687-8139      
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DONOR IN MEMORY OF:

S Memorials S

Louis & Mary Pesce Al Bradley (Noble)
Walter B Cope Bill GB Smith (Noble)
Rodney & Rita Morgan Charles England
Ted Shiver Charlie Tipton
Lloyd & Cathy Golding Col James E Martin
Ned & Linda Cline Edward Max Kelly
Al & Jan Madsen Eugene Crawford
Bill & Evelyn Harward Eugene Crawford
C Pratt Eugene Crawford
Frank & Sharyn Darden Eugene Crawford
Norma Bridges Eugene Crawford
Al & Jan Madsen Illustrious Sir George T McDonald
James & Margaret Niell Illustrious Sir George T McDonald
Thomas & Jane O’Brien Ira James (Jim) Yandle
Wayne & Jane Miller Ira James (Jim) Yandle
Harold & Barbara Balkcum Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
John & Johnnie Leagon Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
Larry R Kiziah Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
Oasis Provost Guard Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
The Hollinsworth & Hughes Family Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
William & Sarah Strobel Ira James (Jim) Yandle (Noble)
Charlie & Colene Russell Janet Conti
Hendersonville Shrine Club Ladies Janet Conti
Malcom & Jean Stone Janet Conti
Wib Overcash Family Jean H Overcash
Rodney & Rita Morgan Jeanne Roach
Harold & Barbara Balkcum Jim Hughes (Noble)
Oasis Provost Guard Jim Hughes (Noble)
Wayne & Jane Miller Jim Hughes (Noble)
Rodney & Rita Morgan Joe Alley
Don & Emmy Morgan JT Thrift (Noble)
Glenn Robertson JT Thrift (Noble)
Director’s Staff Martha Bumgarner
Richard & Barbara Voorhees Merlin Clarence Simpson
Andy Moody Michael Cray
Barbara H Price Michael Cray
Brian & Susan Manley Michael Cray
Charles D Coker Michael Cray
Dale & Julia Andress Michael Cray
Dan & Rhea Boelter Michael Cray
Deborah R McGovern Michael Cray
Donald & Sonja Nelson Michael Cray
EJ & Judy Rankin Michael Cray
Gary & Debralee Kennedy Michael Cray
Gerald Sheperis & Pauline Bruno Michael Cray
John & Leslie Frusco Michael Cray
John & Marilyn Grady Michael Cray
John & Sandra Dally Michael Cray
Jon & Susan Bachelder Michael Cray
Jonathan & Susan Sedlak Michael Cray
Juanita Ray McCleney Michael Cray
Larry & Anna Vance Michael Cray
Lawrence & Anita Clapp Michael Cray
Leroy & Trudie Vaughn Michael Cray
Michael & Virginia Siedler Michael Cray
Paul & Annbeth Simmons Michael Cray
Peter & Candace Howard Michael Cray
Phyllis M Bottoms Michael Cray
Ray & Judy Dickerson Michael Cray
Richard & Debby Higginbotham Michael Cray
Robert & Kathryn Alves Michael Cray
Robert & Kathryn Kirby Michael Cray
Rodney & Shirlee Sanderson Michael Cray

DONOR IN HONOR OF:

Blaise Shiver Catherine Pace
Rodney & Rita Morgan Curtis Furr
Blaise Shiver Jeanne Lockman
Ray Willis Rev Larry Cline
Blaise Shiver Robin Blackburn
Blaise Shiver Scott & Suzanne Jenkins
Blaise Shiver Vickie Whitfield
Blaise Shiver Warren & Becky Shiver
Carroll W Miller Wayne & Jane Miller

Noble William D Lyle

S  Honors  S

S  $100M Club  S

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in honor of Angie Jarrett on her Birthday

Bill Harward in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Chris Hall in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

John Burgess in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Johnny King in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Mike Neaves in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Rodney Morgan in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Tim Daniels in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Todd Ham in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Tommy Helms in honor of Illustrious Sir Fred W Laxton

Allen & Doris Leatherman in honor of Tom Price, PP & Lady Jo

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in honor of Tom Price, PP & Lady Jo

Oasis Scooter Patrol in honor of John Sullivan, PP

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in honor of Joyce Jarrett on her Birthday

Ned Yates in honor of Lisa Yates on her Birthday

John & Monie Bean in honor of Mary Ham on her birthday

Lauren Yates in honor of Ned Yates

Fred W Laxton in honor of the 2013 Divan Team

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in honor of the Oasis Gator Patrol on their Pool Party

Vickie Jarrett in honor of Vickie’s Haunted Trail

AP Keiser in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

B Crume Lamb in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Barbara A Bartlett in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Brenda R Phelps in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Buck & Dottie Kirk in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Col Charlie T McGugan in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

G Douglas & Nancy Smith in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

James W Davis in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Richard Moore in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

Ronald & Sara Sutton in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

W Eugene Danneberg in memory of Augusta (Tina) Lamb

John & Monie Bean in memory of Barbara Harbey

Harold & Susan Davis in memory of Ed Coats

Don Ray in memory of Eleanor Ray

John & Monie Bean in memory of Florrie Oliffe

John & Monie Bean in memory of Harry Bryson

Fred W Laxton in memory of Illustrious Sir George T McDonald

John & Charlotte Burgess in memory of Mack Franklin Hager

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in memory of Noble Benny Parsons

John & Monie Bean in memory of Pam Saye’s mom

John & Charlotte Burgess in memory of Sam Morris

Ken & Vickie Jarrett in memory of Wallace Snuggs

Allen & Doris Leatherman on their Birthdays

Avery County Shrine Club 

Catawba County Shrine Club 

David & Judy Bowman 

Deforest Maness 

Eric Pennington 

Greensboro Shrine Club 

Ladies of Union County Shrine Club 

Mecklenburg Shrine Club 

Michael K Downs 

Oasis Dune Cats 

Sale of Huggies at Fall Ceremonial 

S Holland’s Hope S

UPDATE  ~  JANUARY 2014

$56,205 previous balance
$49,451 January

$105,656 YTD

$105,656

Holland’s Hope

If you ordered a 2012 
Oasis Yearbook and have not 

received it, please inform 
the Oasis Temple.
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 $1,120.73  Avery County Shrine Club - Donations
 $12,175.46  Avery County Shrine Club - Paper Sale
 $3,970.00  Avery County Shrine Club - Plaque & Year Bar Sales
 $3,233.81  Avery County Shrine Club - Poker Run
 $2,946.00  Cherryville Shrine Club - Donations
 $500.00  Director’s Staff - Donations
 $2,500.00  Dune Cats - Donations
 $1,555.70  Elkin-Jonesville Shrine Club - Paper Sale
 $2,459.41  Hendersonville Shrine Club - Donations
 $995.00  Hospitality Committee - SASA/Hickory tips
 $11,835.00  Keystone Kops -  Donations
 $10,470.00  Keystone Kops - Belmont Car Show 50/50
 $4,645.00  Keystone Kops - Raffle Ticket Sales
 $1,510.00  Lexington Shrine Club - Turkeys
 $6,822.98  Moore County Shrine Club - Fish Fry
 $800.00  Oasis Golf Club - Donations
 $15,500.00  Piedmont Shrine Club - Food Sales
 $1,585.00  Provost Guard - Donations
 $1,100.00  Randolph Shrine Club - Donations
 $6,301.52  Red Fez Shrine Club - Donations
 $1,000.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club - Raffle
 $1,000.00  Rockingham County Shrine Club - Donations
 $245.00  Rowan Shrine Club - Donations
 $1,025.00  Stanly County Shrine Club -  Paper Sale
 $620.52  Stanly County Shrine Club -  Poor Man Supper
 $25,000.00  Stanly County Shrine Club - Bonanza Proceeds
 $1,000.00  Stanly County Shrine Club - Donations
 $34,000.00  Stanly County Shrine Club - Tillery Traditions
 $500.00  Surry Mini Truckers - Donations
 $200.00  Surry Shrine Club - Plaque & Year Bar Sales
 $5,135.00  Thermal Belt Shrine Club - Donations
 $2,681.50  Tri County Shrine Club - Donations
 $3,000.00  Union County Shrine Club - Donations
 $2,976.81  Wagoneers - Donations
 $200.00  Wagoneers - Plaque & Year Bar Sales
Noel A MacArthur
Allied Caster & Equipment (Oasis Patrol)
Benjamin P Reese
Bobby R Call
Bob’s Repair Service, Inc (Lincoln County Shrine Club)
Charles E Wyatt
Charles L Holland
Cherokee Lodge #146 (Western NC Shrine Club)
Chesley M Greene
Christopher D Rhodes
Dal, Micky & Ray (Oasis Clowns)
Daniel E Prince
Danny Brittain Construction (Lincoln County Shrine Club)
Danny W Netherton
Donald & Marilyn Haynes

S Donations S

Donald R Carter
Dwight Church
East Coast Cruisers (Keystone Kops)
Firestone Jewelry & Pawn (Gaston County Shrine Club)
Fleet Master Inc (Blue Ridge Shrine Club)
Freeman Gas (Gaston County Shrine Club)
Gary W Norwood
George P Rizkallah
Gerald & Joan Uhler
Harold G Wilkinson
Harold R Brown
Henry H Atwell
Henry P Shook
Import Auto Tech (Gaston County Shrine Club)
James B Kirkman
James O Russell
James W Elkins
James W Niell
Jay M Glen
Jeffrey A Willhelm
Jesse W Macwatt
Jim Shearon (Smoky Mountain Shrine Club)
John E Holloway, III
John E Moffitt
John W Hamilton
Joshua G Beshears
Julien G Highsmith
Kenneth B Ritchie
Kenton L Tarbutton
Kevin S Bodenheimer
Michael E Bell
Michael E Everhart
Mountain Creek Baptist Church (Robbinsville Shrine Club)
Phil Burris (Stanly County Shrine Club)
Richard T Timmerman
Robert & Mary Louise Scarborough
Robert A Roper, PP
Robert R Crisp
Roger E Goforth
Roger J Brown
Sidney L Jennings
Steven F Southworth
Terry J Helms
Thomas A Jenkins
William A Sides
William E Jack
William H Callaway
William L Holt
William N Robertson
William O Fowler

PASSED WItHIN  
tHE UNSEEN tEMPLE

MEMBER# NAME CItY, StAtE CREAtED   DIED

26990 Billy C Poplin Mt.Gilead, NC  10/30/76 12/18/11

34860 Harry E Mitchell Hickory, NC  8/24/90 12/21/12

21271 Pruett L Black Belmont, NC 5/2/70 11/6/13

16983 Raymond E Crawford Charlotte, NC  10/20/62 11/24/13

18265 Harold A Kessler Charlotte, NC  5/4/65 11/25/13

30612 Albert M Sullivan Charlotte, NC  5/28/77 11/25/13

17402 Benson S Futrell, Jr. Denton, NC  10/19/63 11/27/13

33484 Jimmy E Whitley Charlotte, NC  8/29/87 11/27/13

33515 Gurney M Richardson North Wilkesboro, NC  2/5/69 11/29/13

14916 Samuel R Buie Salisbury, NC  1/17/57 12/4/13

37053 Graham C Johnson Elkin, NC  11/7/97 12/7/13

38370 William T Harrelson Charlotte, NC  6/7/03 12/7/13

15225 George, T McDonald, P.P. Charlotte, NC  10/19/57 12/8/13

18095 James C Green, Jr. Greensboro, NC  1/23/65 12/9/13

36468 Roger A Smith Locust, NC  5/6/95 12/10/13

JANUARY 2014

S Memorials S

Shepherd Revocable Living Trust Michael Cray
Steven & Kathleen Durham Michael Cray
Thomas & Cheryl Ross Michael Cray
Victor & Pamela Koos Michael Cray
William & Kathy Lishawa Michael Cray
Ted Shiver Mike Elmore (Noble)
Bob & Sandy Hunter Norma Creighton
Jerry L Fortenberry Pruett L Black (Noble)
Max G Erwin Pruett L Black (Noble)

Harold & Barbara Balkcum Richard Wilkerson (Noble)
Wayne & Jane Miller Richard Wilkerson (Noble)
Rodney & Rita Morgan Robert “Bob” Hinkle
Rodney & Rita Morgan Thurman Marion
Bob & Sandy Hunter Wallace Snuggs (Noble)
Al & Jan Madsen William Allen (Noble)
Bill & Evelyn Harward William Allen (Noble)
Janet C Upton William Allen (Noble)

DONOR IN MEMORY OF: DONOR IN MEMORY OF:

If you have not signed up for  
Shriners Village, do so today.  

Shriners Village is a website designed to 
keep members of Shrine International up 

to date on all aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village  
and follow the instructions.   

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.

www.shrinershq.org
www.facebook.com/ 

shrinersinternational
www.twitter.com/shriners
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Ahead of the Curve: Imaging Gently

Referrals (toll free):
1-866-459-0013

Staying on the cutting-edge of quality medical care, Shriners Hospitals for Children® — Greenville is 
proud to bring its patients the new EOS 3D imaging system. The new x-ray system will give pediatric 
orthopaedic surgeons at the Greenville Shriners Hospital an unprecedented three-dimensional view 
of their patients’ bone structure while significantly reducing the child’s exposure to radiation.

Unlike a traditional X-ray that captures one small area of the body, the EOS Imaging System is able to 
provide a life-size picture of the patient’s full skeleton. With the patient in a weight-bearing standing 
or sitting position, the EOS system uses two beams to simultaneously take both a frontal and side 
view. The scan takes between 5 and 20 seconds to complete and captures the patient with their nat-
ural posture and joint orientation. The high-resolution image of the patient provides the orthopae-
dic surgeon with over 100 clinical parameters for pre- and post-operative surgical planning. “Being 
able to have this technology is very exciting,” said Pete Stasikleis, M.D., chief of staff at the Greenville 
Shriners Hospital. “Before the EOS system, surgeons had to ‘stitch’ together multiple, smaller two-di-
mensional images to see an entire area. With these 3D images, we will better understand where the 
problem is and its complexity before we operate, thus bettering our ability to correct the problem.”

One of the machine’s enhanced safety features in-
volves a low radiation dose. The machine delivers 
a radiation dose up to nine times less than a con-
ventional radiography X-ray, and up to 20 times 
less than a computed tomography (CT) scan. This 
is especially important for pediatric orthopaedic 
patients, who may need to be imaged frequently 
to monitor conditions such as scoliosis. Patients 
with scoliosis typically undergo imaging every 
three to six months over a period of several years, 
which can amount to more than 20 total scans 
over the course of treatment.

The Greenville Shriners Hospital’s EOS Imaging 
System was fully funded through designated do-
nations to the hospital. Because of our donors, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Greenville is 
honored to be the first hospital in South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama to bring 
our patients this new technology.

Greenville

Conditions Treated:
Foot and Ankle Disorders
Clubfoot
Flat feet
Tarsal coalition
Congenital foot deformities

Hip, Knee, and Leg Disorders
Knock knees and bowlegs
In-toeing
Leg length discrepancy
Developmental dislocated hip
Legg-Perthes disease
Trauma to the hip, knee, or leg
Sports injuries

Limb, Hand, and Toe Disorders
Constricting bands
Duplicated or extra digits
Syndactyly of fingers
Absence of limb, partial or complete
Upper and lower extremity prosthetics

Spinal Deformities
Scoliosis
Post-traumatic spine disorders
Congenital spinal disorders

Other Orthopaedic Conditions
Cerebral Palsy
Spina Bifida
Metabolic bone disease
Osteogenesis Imperfecta  
(brittle bone disease)


