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for the incredible showing of support and 
participation from all Oasis Nobles and 
Ladies including our Parade Units. Way to 
go! Check out the photos in this edition of 
the Desert Dust.

Within the last few weeks, I had the 
pleasure of visiting the Greenville Shriners 
Children’s Board of Governors meeting 
on August 25, Lenoir York Rite Bodies on 
September 2, the Charlotte Scottish Rite 
on September 3, the Catawba County 
Shrine Club fundraiser on September 7, 
the Gaston County Shrine Club meeting 
on September 10, a Master Mason degree 
at Whetstone Lodge 515 in Bessemer 
City on September 11 (and Imperial Sir 

From the Potentate
Nobles and Ladies: 

It is hard to believe 
that the 52nd 
Annual South 
Atlantic Shrine 
Association (SASA) 
Fall Festival in 
Myrtle Beach is 

now IN THE BOOKS! DJ Chad Sain helped 
us celebrate in the Carolina Ballroom on 
Saturday evening as we presented parade 
awards to our awesome Oasis Units. 
Congratulations once again to Illustrious 
Sir Bill Carter and Lady Laurin as he 
continues to advance in the SASA officer 
line. A hearty tip of the Potentate’s fez 

Jerry Gantt was present as well), the Oasis 
Patrol meeting on September 12, the 
Greensboro Shrine Club on September 
13 for their reverse drawing, the Oasis 
Past Captain’s Club meeting and dinner 
at Big Daddy’s on September 15, the 
Rockingham County Shrine Club on 
September 25, and the Smoky Mountain 
Shrine Club on September 30. It is such 
an honor as Potentate of Oasis Shriners 
to witness countless dedicated Nobles 
working hard each day for the betterment 
of our philanthropy and fraternity. 

As this October issue of the Desert Dust 
reaches your hands, the Oasis circus 
shows will be underway followed by our 
annual Masonic Homecoming for Children 
at Oxford on October 10-11 and then our 
6th Annual Oasis Golf Tournament on 
Friday, October 17. Remember to register 
your team or sponsor the tournament by 
visiting oasisgolf.eventbrite.com.

At the end of this month, we will look 
forward to welcoming all Oasis Nobles and 
Ladies to the “Homecoming” weekend 
at Oasis. Our Annual Oasis Club and Unit 
Appreciation event will be held on Friday, 
October 31. Our Fall “Homecoming” 
Ceremonial in Honor of Oasis Past 
Potentates will be held on Saturday, 
November 1. Make sure to check out the 
entire calendar of events for the weekend 
which may be found elsewhere in this 
Desert Dust. 

Remember, today you are somebody’s 
example when they glance at the ring 
upon your hand, the lapel pin on your collar, 
the stitched logo on your shirt, or the decal 
on your vehicle. In the words of our beloved 
Oasis Chaplain, Past Potentate John 
Stanley, “let the words of my mouth and 
the meditations of my heart be acceptable 
in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer.”

Yours in the Faith,
Illustrious Sir Chris Hall

https://oasisgolf.eventbrite.com
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Hello Everyone,
 
I hope this note 
finds you well. My 
next few articles 
will focus on our 
hospital kids, and 
I hope you enjoy 

reading their stories.  This month’s focus 
is on Dennis. The following information 
is readily available on Shriners Children’s 
website, but I am more than happy to bring 
it to you personally.
 
Specialized, family-centered care 
at Shriners Children’s Chicago has 
helped Dennis overcome challenges 
due to cerebral palsy and thrive with 
confidence.
 
At just five years old, Dennis has a story 
of courage that stretches far beyond 
his small frame, a frame he moves 
and rolls independently, thanks to the 
advanced cerebral palsy care (CP) his 
family found at Shriners Children’s 
Chicago.
 
Shortly after his first birthday, Dennis 
was diagnosed with spastic diplegia 
cerebral palsy by doctors in Michigan, 
where the family lives. Cerebral palsy is 
a condition that affects a child’s muscle 
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tone, movement and coordination. In 
this case, the family was given little hope 
for their child’s future. “When he was 
diagnosed, we were told he wouldn’t walk, 
talk or speak, but we don’t allow the word 
can’t in our house. That was Papa’s rule 
– you can do anything,” proclaims Maria, 
Dennis’ mother.
 
Hope Arrived after a Challenging 
Diagnosis
 
Maria and her husband, Dennis Jr., were 
approached by a friend at their church 
who is a Shriner. “We didn’t know the 
process, but as soon as we called, we 
started to realize this was the best 
decision we made.”
 
Dennis’s first visit was in 2021, when he 
was a little over a year old. His pediatric 
orthopedic surgeon, Kelsey Davidson, 
M.D., has played a pivotal role in his care. 
“She was the first doctor he didn’t cry 
with when she touched his legs during an 
exam,” Maria said. “That told us everything 
we needed to know and, as a family, put 
us at ease.” While working in partnership 
with rehabilitation professionals nearby, 
Shriners Children’s Chicago has become 
a second home for this family. The staff 
provides specialized care for Dennis’s 
spastic diplegia, which primarily affects 
his leg muscles and makes his gait 
different from that of a typical five-year-
old.  His visits, usually every six months, 
increased this year as he began more 
targeted treatments, including Dysport 
injections. Botulinum toxin is sometimes 
used in small doses as a treatment to 
reduce muscle spasticity.
 
“We’re always looking to improve the 
standard of care and making sure we’re 
offering the safest and best care for 
our patients with cerebral palsy and 
other orthopedics-related conditions,” 
Dr. Davidson said. The family spent 18 
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From the Recorder 
continued from page 3

months discussing the treatment with 
clinicians in Detroit and at Shriners 
Children’s before moving forward.

“He’s doing great,” his dad said proudly. 
“After the Dysport, I stretched his ankles, 
and they weren’t stiff like usual. He only 
complained a little about being sore.”

He also had serial casting. The term 
“serial” is used because each cast is one 
in a series that progressively stretches 
the muscle or joint a bit further each time. 
Dad said the goal for Dennis is to stretch 
his tight calf muscles and help with the 
“scissoring” that causes his legs to cross 
over one another when he walks. “My feet 
stick out,” Dennis said after first getting 
a cast on each leg from foot to mid-calf.  
Dennis brings color and joy to every visit, 
always excited to pick a new cast color. 
His most recent choice? Red – his favorite. 
“Why red?” someone asked. “Because 
I did,” he answered confidently. His new 
wheelchair? Also red. “Red, red, red – with 
a splash of blue on the seat,” his mom said 
with a smile.
 
To make the road trips more manageable, 
his parents traveled from the Detroit area 
to Shriners Children’s Chicago every two 
weeks, instead of the typical weekly visits 
during casting.

Now, they share that story of Shriners 
Children’s every chance they get – at 
restaurants, on the road, and with stickers 
on the back of their car. “Someone behind 
us might have a child with a disability,” 
said his dad. “We want them to know help 
is out there.”
 
Despite the medical hurdles, Dennis is 
thriving. “His vocabulary is beyond,” his 
mom said. “The neurologist said he’s at 
a six-year-old level.”  His determination 
is not just visible to his parents. “Dennis 
has made tremendous progress in four 
years. He is now using a walker along with 

his wheelchair. My next goal for Dennis 
is to move to elbow crutches, which will 
continue to improve his walking,” said Dr. 
Davidson. There was once a time when 
Dennis’s parents weren’t sure he’d be able 
to walk or speak. Today, he’s doing all that 
and more – smiling, playing and living life 
like any other five-year-old. Thanks to the 
compassionate, specialized cerebral palsy 
care at Shriners Children’s Chicago, Dennis 
continues to grow – and there’s no doubt 
his unstoppable spirit will carry him far.
 

Things continue to go well here at Oasis, 
and we would love to have your stop by 
and visit your temple. Take care until next 
month, and remember, the work you do for 
our fraternity and philanthropy is sincerely 
appreciated and essential to our medical 
facilities and all our Shriners Children’s 
programs like Dennis’, that they serve.
 
Gary

Chief Rabban Tim Farris and Lady Betty
request the pleasure of your company for a social, dinner, 

Oasis Divan Installation of Officers and entertainment.

 Installation of Oasis Officers

Saturday, January 3, 2026 at 5:00 PM
Oasis Shrine Center

604 Doug Mayes Place  I  Charlotte, North Carolina
Attire: Coat and Tie preferred (no jeans), Semi formal for Ladies

Hotel Reservations: bit.ly/2026InstallationHotel
Hilton Charlotte University Place  I  Call 704-547-7444

704-549-9600 or
support@oasisshriners.org

or SCAN CODE to 
RSVP at Eventbrite

2026installation.eventbrite.com

RSVP Required to Oasis Office by December 20

131st
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Your 2026 Shrine Dues and Membership Card 
An Update From Shriners International
Shriners International has announced that a new, redesigned 
membership card is forthcoming as acknowledgement for our 
nobility who have paid their dues to current, through the 2026 
dues year.

Shriners International is excited to announce that the first batch 
of card shipments is underway and Nobles should begin to 
receive their cards in the coming weeks (Please allow 3-4 weeks 
for the first batch to be fully delivered, as they are being sent via 
3rd class/bulk postage rates).

This first batch of cards will include all Total Life Members as 
well as those members who have already paid their 2026 dues. 
Moving forward, an updated list will be sent for distribution every 
two weeks once members pay their 2026 dues.

You may pay your dues online today at
https://shrinetempledues.org/wfp/secure-authentication/ 
or by calling the Oasis office at 704-549-9600 or by mailing your 
check to 604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, NC 28262 or by 
emailing support@oasisshriners.org for assistance. You can also 
pay by credit card over the phone with the Oasis office.

If you visit the link, just select Oasis 
Shriners from the drop-down menu, then 
enter your Shrine ID (longer number, not the 5 digits). Call 
the Oasis office if you do not know your Shrine ID or do not 
have your old card and need the number. Then, type your 
last name and click the green Verify button. You will then be 
authenticated and the payment screen steps should be self-
explanatory from this stage forward.

If for any reason you need assistance, please feel free to call the 
Oasis office directly at 704-549-9600.

Please note that any instances of bad addresses will be returned 
to the temple office following the delivery attempt. Likewise, 
instances of missing or incomplete addresses will be sent 
directly to the temple office.

Thank you for your service to the Shrine and being a member of 
Oasis Shriners!
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Black Tie GalaOASIS
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2025 Schedule of Events

OCTOBER
October 1 	 Oasis Circus - Greensboro Coliseum

October 3-4 	 Oasis Circus - Cabarrus Arena

October 10-11 	 Annual Homecoming, Masonic Home for 

	 Children at Oxford

October 16 	 Oasis Divan Meeting at Oasis HQ

October 18 	 6th Annual Oasis Golf Tournament

October 31	 Annual Club & Unit Appreciation Event

NOVEMBER
November 1-2 	 Oasis Past Potentates “Homecoming” 

	 Ceremonial - Oasis Headquarters, Charlotte

November 20 	 Oasis Divan Meeting

DECEMBER
December 6 	 Oasis Divan Meeting (STATED)

December 6 	 Oasis Annual Election of Officers

December 13 	 Lincoln Ceremonial - Lincoln County 

	 Shrine Club, Vale & Cat Square Parade

December 18 	 Oasis Divan Meeting

JANUARY 2026
January 3	 Installation of the 131st Potentate of 

	 Oasis Shriners & the Oasis Divan

ORTHOPAEDICS  •  BURN CARE
CLEFT LIP AND PALATE  •  SPINAL CORD INJURY

Leaders in 
Research

Shriners Children’s strives to transform children’s lives 
by providing exceptional health care through high-quality, 
innovative research in a patient and family centered 
environment.

We are committed to the pursuit of seminal, cutting edge 
discoveries that result in new knowledge and improve 
the therapeutic treatment, quality of care and provided 
outcomes to our patients and their families. Today’s 
research is tomorrow’s patient care.

VIEW PHOTOS OF OASIS EVENTS!

www.shrinephotos.com

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR PHOTO GALLERY? 

Oasis Shrine Photos
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Shrine Patient Monthly Story

Much like the dogwood tree that bursts into bloom each spring—
its blossoms a symbol of hope, endurance, and new life—
Brandon’s story is one of quiet strength and remarkable resilience. 

At just 4 years old, Brandon first visited Shriners Children’s 
Greenville for a fractured foot. What seemed like a small bump 
in the road would later become the first chapter in a much larger 
journey. At age 6, when a rare virus left him partially paralyzed, 
Brandon’s world shifted. Yet, just like the dogwood bloom that 
pushes through winter’s chill to find the sun, Brandon refused to 
let adversity keep him from growing.  

With every visit to Shriners Children’s, Brandon found more 
than medical support—he found a team that nurtured his spirit, 
sparked his determination, and helped him reclaim a full and 
vibrant life. From therapy that doubled as play to braces that gave 
him the freedom to run and explore, each step forward has been a 
testament to what hope in action looks like. 

Today, Brandon not only thrives—he gives back. Whether 
speaking on behalf of Shriners or simply living life with joy, he is a 
living bloom from the tree of care, compassion, and courage that 
continues to blossom at Shriners Children’s Greenville. 

My name is Brandon. I am 13, and I have 
been blessed to experience the care 
of Shriners Children’s Greenville on a 
variety of levels for many years now. 
When I was 4, my parents brought me in 
when I had fractured my foot. The staff 
was kind and patient, and I was back to 
playing with my brothers in no time. 

When I was 6, a major medical crisis 
once again had me back at Shriners. In 

August 2016, I was paralyzed on my right side when a cold virus 
attacked my spinal cord. It’s called acute flaccid myelitis.

I had played my last baseball game one Saturday, and by the next, 
I was unable to walk or move my arm. Even sitting up on the side 
of the hospital bed or other previously simple tasks were now 
grueling and painful.

I had spent a month in the children’s hospital in Greenville, 
South Carolina, and then several months in Atlanta for intense 
rehab. When it was time to come home, we once again turned to 
Shriners Children’s. It was a massive blessing to my parents that 
the hospital was less than 30 minutes from our house.

The physical therapists and occupational therapists worked 
with me almost daily in those early days. They were great about 
thinking outside the box to make therapy as fun as possible for 
me by creatively incorporating sports activities or anything else 
they thought a little boy would find amusing. They had a sense of 
humor and would often joke with me.

Therapy wasn’t always easy, but they always made it as fun as 

possible. The therapy team also was a huge help in advocating for 
equipment or making sure I got the help I needed with surgery.

In 2007, I had an experimental upper extremity nerve transfer 
surgery in Philadelphia. That surgery helped me to regain function 
in my right arm that I otherwise would not have gotten back. We 
were also back up in Philly on a snowy December day in 2020 for 
another surgery where Dan Zlotolow, M.D., was able to stabilize my 
shoulder socket.

Bracing has been another huge component of my care at 
Shriners. The Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services keeps 
me moving, literally. Doctors and other families we meet at other 
places are always asking about my leg brace. It truly is the best. 
Nate has worked hard to make sure it’s durable (I’m kind of hard 
on my braces because I stay pretty active, thanks to the brace), 
and has the latest technology available with the joints and other 
components. I can’t walk without my brace, so this has given me 
independence and a “normal” that I wouldn’t have had otherwise. 
It’s a game-changer.

It’s not all work, though. I’ve been able to enjoy the fun parts, too – 
from Halloween parties and anniversary celebrations to speaking 
events on behalf of Shriners Children’s.

It’s humbling to see the many different people it takes to make this 
organization possible. The donations matter. The medical care I 
get here has made things easier not only for me, but for my
parents as well.

Shriners Children’s is doing important work with an incredible 
team of people. Because of Shriners Children’s, I am able to enjoy 
my life to the fullest. I will forever be grateful for their care.

Petals of Hope:

950 West Faris Rd. 
Greenville, SC 29605 
ShrinersGreenville.org

To donate: 864-255-8765Your gifts help kids like 
Brandon live their best 

possible lives. ShrinersGreenville

Brandon’s Journey of Renewal 
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Chaplain’s Corner

Pressured By Others?
How frequently are we pressured into 
doing something by other people.  In 
his book Life Without Limits, Dr. Lloyd J. 
Ogilve, tells the story of a pastor who, 
in the space of one week, heard the 

following comments from various people:

•	 A young man said, “My parents have fantastic goals for me to 
	 take over the family business. It’s not what I want to do, but 
	 their pressure is unbearable.”
• 	 A college woman said, “I’m being pressured by my boyfriend 
	 to live with him before we are married. You know...sort of try it 
	 out...to see if we are right for each other.”
•	 A husband said, “My wife is never satisfied. Whatever I do, 
	 however much I make, it’s never enough.” 
•	 A middle-aged wife said, “My husband thinks my faith is silly. 
	 When I feel his resistance to Christ, I wonder if I’m wrong and 
	 confused.” 
•	 An elderly woman said, “My sister thinks she has all the 
	 answers about the faith and tries to convince me of her point 
	 of view.” 

All of these people have one thing in common. They are being 
pressured by other people. We all, at one time or another, 
experience people-pressure. The question is how will it affect 
our judgment. In Mark 6:26 we find that King Herod was thrown 
into distress, he knew it was wrong, but because of his oath and 
his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse another person. 

When you find yourself in the middle of a difficult situation, one 
which requires you to make an important decision, remember 
first: puzzling problems require conscientious decisions, and 
second: promises made in haste create great waste; and finally, 
that the pressures of life and the pressures of other people can 
affect good judgment.

John Stanley, P.P., active in Laurinburg Presbyterian, is Oasis 
Chaplain, and South Atlantic Shriners Chaplain. He is Retired 
Pastor—Visitation, First Presbyterian, Gastonia, NC.  Also, he 
served as Chaplain, Shriners International when Imperial Sir 
Al Madsen was Imperial Potentate. John can be reached at: 
jhstanley1965@gmail.com.

Is Your Shrine Club or Unit Is Your Shrine Club or Unit 
Looking for a Fundraiser?Looking for a Fundraiser?

The Dune Cats are looking for extra 
help with our holiday fundraiser:

The Southern Christmas Show 
held from Nov 13-23.

Please contact Eddie Baker at 
(704) 575-4718 if you are interested. 

Nobles and Ladies welcome.

Show Hours are 10-6 Sunday - Wednesday 
and 10-9 Thursday - Saturday. 

Help is needed during show hours.

2025 Oasis Quilt 
Giveaway

Handmade by Lady Sabrina Cashion
Drawing to be Held at 

Fall Ceremonial on 
Saturday, November 1

$20 each 
or 6 for $100
Winner Need Not 
be Present to Win

Proceeds Benefit 
Shriners Children’s 

See any Divan 
Member for Tickets

The quilt will be 
featured at various 
events throughout 

the year.

From the Illustrious Potentate and Oasis Divan
Congratulations to Illustrious Sir John Stanley who 
has been appointed as Grand Chaplain of the Grand 
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of North Carolina for 2026!
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clickmountairy.com  I  336-789-8105 clickliberty.com  I  704-708-8000 mountairytoyota.com  I  336-786-2118

JEEP WRANGLER  I  JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE  I  RAM 1500  I  GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI  I  GMC ACADIA AT4  I  GMC YUKON DENALI  I  TOYOTA RAV4  I  TOYOTA HIGHLANDER  I  TOYOTA TOCOMA

CONTACT:
Scott McCorkle,

Steve Lee, Rusty Hopkins

704-708-8000
Special Pricing for used vehicles too!

All popular models  •  We Deliver!

SPECIAL PRICING FOR ALL SHRINERS!

ROADRUNNERS NEED YOU! 

Total number of Roadrunner trips for ALL districts for August = 42

Total number of Roadrunner miles for ALL districts for August = 15,408

Congratulations to the following Roadrunners for having the 
highest number of trips in the month of August in their district.

GET INVOLVED AND HELP TRANSPORT 
OUR CHILDREN TO THE HOSPITALS.

Contact Vani Brown to get more information.
(704) 549-0926 or 

coordinator@oasisshriners.org

ROADRUNNER’S
NAME

Larry Hale

Danny Howell

Fred Kirpatrick

Tom Erickson

Neil Johnson 

ROADRUNNERS
DISTRICT

CATAWBA

CHARLOTTE

MOUNTAIN/AVERY

TRIAD

NUMBER OF TRIPS 
IN AUGUST

1

7

2

2

2

TOTAL MILES 
TRAVELED IN AUGUST

1,087

3,433

337

991

991

5200 Mecklenburg Shrine Club Rd, Charlotte, NC 28215

MECKLENBURG SHRINE CLUBMECKLENBURG SHRINE CLUB
When:When:		 November 8, 7:30am - 11:00am 
Price:Price:		 $10
Serving:Serving:		 Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, 	
	 orange juice, coffee, FELLOWSHIP
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Visit https://www.shrinephotos.com/2025-Oasis-Shriners/2025-Fall-SASA 

to see more photos and videos!
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CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
award-winning 12 Oasis Parade Units along 
with sincere appreciation for ALL Units that 
attended in the SASA 2025 Parade!

1st Place:	 Oasis Band
1st Place: 	 Oasis Divan
1st Place: 	 Oasis Drum & Bugle Corps
1st Place: 	 Oasis Mountaineers
1st Place: 	 Oasis Pickers
1st Place: 	 Oasis Ragtops
1st Place: 	 Oasis Shriners Patrol
2nd Place: 	Oasis Highlanders
2nd Place: 	Oasis Hospital Trailer
3rd Place: 	 Oasis Clowns
3rd Place: 	 Oasis Oldies
3rd Place: 	 Oasis Surry Mini Trucks

OASISOASIS
WINS!WINS!
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Awards 
Night
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Gator Patrol in ActionGator Patrol in Action
2025 OLD SOLDIER REUNION 2025 OLD SOLDIER REUNION 

PARADE IN NEWTON, NCPARADE IN NEWTON, NC

OASIS BREWMASTERS

All proceeds to benefit the Oasis BrewMasters

$100 PER TICKET
ONLY 100 TICKETS TO BE SOLD!

FULL SET OF BLANTON’S GIVEAWAY

For more information, contact Scottie Cox
704-467-3677   scottcox67@aol.com

DRAWING TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 1ST 
AT OASIS SHRINERS HEADQUARTERS

ALL 8 
BOTTLES

Need not be present to win. Drawing subject to the sale of 
60 tickets. All monies will be returned if drawing not held.
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CLUB AND UNIT APPRECIATION 
AND FALL CEREMONIAL WEEKEND

“HOMECOMING” IN HONOR OF PAST POTENTATES

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 - Annual Club and Unit Appreciation Event
2-5:00 pm 	 Arrival and Check-In, Oasis Hospitality Room 
	 Open at Hilton Charlotte University Place
5:00-6:00 	 Oasis Van Shuttle (between Oasis and hotel) 
6:00 	 Club and Unit Appreciation Buffet Dinner: 
	 Chicken Stuffed Pasta Shells, Pot Roast, Green Beans, 
	 Macaroni and Cheese, Rice, Banana Pudding 
7:00 	 Program: Oasis Memorial Service with Taps 
7:30 	 Club and Unit Fundraising Recognition, Certificates, 
	 and Pictures. Dress: Business Casual/Casual 
9:00 	 Return to Hotel, Oasis Hospitality Room Opens at Hilton 
	 9:00-10:00 Oasis Van Shuttle (between Oasis and hotel) 
10:00 	 People’s Choice Costume Competition Begins in Oasis 
	 Hospitality Room. Dress in your costume of choice, 
	 # assigned at door, ballot votes for favorite 
Midnight 	 Hospitality Room Closes

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 - Fall “Homecoming” Ceremonial
7:30 am 	 Candidate Registration in Lobby and Shrine Mart in 
	 Carolina Room
9:00-10:00 	 Oasis Van Shuttle (between Oasis and hotel)
10:00 	 Welcome, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance, and 
	 Introductions, Master of Ceremonies
10:15 	 Special Recognition of Oasis Past Potentates and 
	 Class Honoree Named

OCTOBER 31 - NOVEMBER 2, 2025
OASIS SHRINE CENTER 

604 DOUG MAYES PLACE   |   CHARLOTTE

HOTEL RESERVATION BLOCK: 
Hilton Charlotte University Place

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/clthuhf-oi25-339173cc-ecff-4796-85b9-66ea4ca0eb48/

PETITION TO JOIN:
https://oasisshriners.org/images/forms/membership/petition-for-initiation-and-membership.pdf

10:45 	 “Creating a Shriner” - Oasis Director’s Staff
11:00 	 Ladies Dismissed to Luncheon in Sands Restaurant 
	 Guest Speaker: Trana Pittam, Director, Marketing and 
	 Communications, Shriners Children’s Greenville
11:00 	 New Shriner Ceremonial in Auditorium
12:00 noon 	 Candidate Lunch (provided) and Class Photograph in 
	 Front of Oasis
12:00 noon 	 Oasis Club and Unit Showcase in Carolina Room 
	 (Member Recruitment)
1:00-2:00 	 Oasis Van Shuttle (between Oasis and hotel)
1:00-5:00 	 Oasis Hospitality Room Open at Hilton 
6:00 	 Oasis Doors Open: Passed Hors d’oeuvres: Pimento 
	 Cheese Tarts, Chicken and Waffles, Bacon Wrapped Jalapenos
6:30 	 Fez and Rose Ceremony - New Shriners and Ladies
7:00 	 Drawing for the 2025 Oasis Quilt Giveaway
7:00-10:00 	 Entertainment by DJ Noble - All Your Favorites!
10:00 	 Return to Hotel, Oasis Hospitality Room Opens at Hilton
10:00-11:00	 Oasis Van Shuttle (between Oasis and hotel)
Midnight 	 Hospitality Room Closes

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
9:30 am 	 Oasis Non-Denominational Service, 
	 Hilton Charlotte University Place

Weekend Events are open to Oasis Members in Good Standing 
(Current Year Dues Card Required) and their Ladies and Candidates and Candidates’ Ladies.

S Weekend Events S
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https://2025FallLadies.eventbrite.com

Reminder: All ads & articles for the November 
edition of the Desert Dust must be submitted to Edie 
Wilson - Ediewilson7@gmail.com by October 10.

A Special Note

The family of Marvin Eugene 
Morrison, better known as our 
beloved Gene, acknowledges 
with deep appreciation your 
kind expression of sympathy 
and love we felt during his 
celebration of life.

Pirates Sail into SHC Greenville with Donation
Recently, three dozen pirates sailed into the front parking lot 
of SHC Greenville, aboard two mighty ships, bringing joy and 
excitement to our patients and their families. Behind the eye 
patches and pirate hats were generous Shriners from various 
Shrine Temples. Sudan Pirates, OMAR Pirate UNIT, Mystic Pirates 
of Kazim, Oasis Buccaneers and Hejaz pirates were the units 
representing 5 temples. 

Not only did they fill the day with smiles, but they also 
contributed $3,900 to support our mission. 
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To learn more, please contact 
Dennis Grigg at (828) 781-0062.

We look forward to hearing from you.

NOW HIRING
Oasis Hospitality Team 

Wants You

Are you ready to get involved? 
Are you a new Shriner or Shriner 

who’s been around for a while but 
has not been involved? Would you 
like to get to know more people?

Join the Oasis Hospitality Team.

We are looking for individuals like 
yourself to join our team. 

Husbands and wives are encouraged.
You can view the digital version 

of the Desert Dust online!
oasisshriners.orgoasisshriners.org

DID YOU KNOW? DID YOU KNOW? 

ATTENTION: 
Restoration Special!

Do you know any Oasis Noble Shriner currently 
Suspended for Non-Payment of Dues? 

OASIS SHRINERS 
RESTORATION PROGRAM

SPECIAL: Pay 2025 Dues $155, complete restoration 
petition and copy of current Blue Lodge Dues Card. 

SEE FORM ON PAGE 19
Or download the form:

 https://www.oasisshriners.org/images/forms/membership/petition-for-restoration.pdf

This Special will run until the end of 2025!
This is a Savings of $102

UPCOMING CLUB 
AND UNIT EVENTS

OCTOBER 31
Annual Club and Unit 

Appreciation 
See ad on page 16

NOVEMBER 1
Oasis Brewmasters

Drawing for Blanton’s
See ad on page 15

NOVEMBER 2
Mecklenburg Shrine Club

Beach Music Party
See ad on page 5

NOVEMBER 8
Mecklenburg Shrine Club
Rise and Shine Breakfast

See ad on page 11

NOVEMER 13-23
Dune Cats - Help Needed at 

The Southern Christmas Show
See ad on page 10
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2026 Potentate’s Cruise2026 Potentate’s Cruise
Nobles and Ladies,

Lady Betty and I are thrilled to share 
information with you regarding the 
2026 Potentate’s trip on a Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean in February 2026. 

Several of our counterparts from other 
Shrine Centers and their members will be 
joining us on this cruise.

The cruise will sail from Port Canaveral on 
February 21, 2026, and will return to Port 
Canaveral on March 1. This trip promises 
to be a fun and exciting eight days, 
cruising with Shrine families from other 
Shrine Centers.

Lady Betty and I want to thank Lady Lisa 
and Past Potentate (2017) Illustrious Sir 
Don Nicholson (Kerbela Shriners) for 
putting this trip together for us, they 
are standing by to assist you in booking 

your cruise. Illustrious Sir Don and Lady 
Lisa have worked hard to secure a great 
price for this trip-$2650 per couple for a 
balcony room, WOW!

Lady Betty and I sincerely appreciate 
Illustrious Sir Chris Hall for allowing us to 
share this information with you so you will 
have ample time to plan for this trip. We 
are looking forward to traveling with you 
in 2026!

Fraternally Yours,
Tim and Lady Betty
Tim Farris
Chief Rabban, Oasis Shriners

Did you know the Shrine Hospital 
Trailer is available for your public 
Shriners Children’s Hospitals fund 
raising or awareness events? 

Noble Sam Moody has generously 
agreed to volunteer his time and 
energy to transport the Hospital 
Trailer to any location within 
the Oasis Region in an effort 
to spread the word about our 
wonderful Hospitals. 

The trailer unfortunately cannot be 
used for fraternal (non-hospital) 
fundraising.

SHRINE TRAILER 
Travels for You

Noble Sam is ready and willing to 
bring the trailer to your location, 

with advance notice. 

980-722-7951 
sambo447@aol.com
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Passed Within the Unseen Temple
NAME	 CITY, STATE	 CREATED	 DIED

Terry J. Cox	 Kernersville, NC	 6/8/1996	 7/7/2025*

Zachary M. Davies	 Farmington Hills, MI	 11/26/1960	 7/17/2024

James E. Couture	 Mount Airy, NC	 11/6/1999	 8/6/2025

Malon P. Rogers	 Thomasville, NC	 11/5/2016	 8/15/2025

Jake J. McFee	 Denver, NC	 5/24/1969	 9/8/2025

			            *Date Correction

S Donations S

CLUB AND UNIT DONATIONS:

Ancient Arabic Order of the Mystic Shrine

Appalacian Shrine

Avery Co. Shrine Club

Blue Ridge Lodge 

Elkin-Jonesville Shrine Club

Gaston Co. Shrine Club

High Point Shrine Club

Lake Wylie Classic Charity

Moore County Shrine

Oasis Mountain Buggies

Piedmont Shrine Club

Smoky Mountain Shrine Club

Stanly County Shrine Club

Thermal Belt 

OTHER DONORS:

Bayada Home Health Care

C & C TV Inc

Countryside Chevrolet

Dodge Packaging Specialities Inc

Gary W Kearney

Junaluskee Lodge No 145

Macon Funeral Home

Newuassa Chapter No 43OES

Richard & Ruth Anne Bass

Surry Shrine Club

Willene P Conner

William & Sandra Dennis

Woodman Life

S Honors S

DONOR	 IN HONOR OF:

Noble Elvis and	 The Oasis Patrol
Lady Wanda Clark

Want to make changes to your 
Club/Unit Bulletin Board ad?

Email your ad or ad changes to ediewilson7@gmail.com

Keep text simple so your ad is 
easy to read. No detailed images, 
group photos, or low quality/blurry 

images will be accepted.

If submitting your own ad, make sure 
your file is high-resolution, with all text 

and images clear and high-quality. 
Ad size is 2.5” wide x 1.2” high.

S Memorials S

DONOR	 IN MEMORY OF:

Edward & Corrine Kane	 Doris Cook

High Point Shrine Club	 Roland Lawrimore

W Calvin & Rebecca Gaddy	 Gene Morrison

Wayne D King	 Gene Morrison

Donald & Lorna Wilson	 Jake McFee
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Club and Unit Bulletin Board

Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!
1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC

704-933-2797  cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com
www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

Captain Rob Mcdowell • 704-605-9498 
www.oasisdunecats.com

JUMPING HURDLES FOR CHILDREN

OASIS DUNE CATS

OASIS HIGHLANDERS
PIPES & DRUMS
Contact Jim Davis
cell (704) 309-1215 

fyrbagpyper@gmail.com

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com

505 Pinkney Road Dallas, NC 28034
Meets 2nd Wed of each month
Social @ 6pm  I  Meeting @ 7pm

CONTACT INFO FOR RENTALS: 704-215-7172

Gaston County Shrine Club

ASHE SHRINE CLUBASHE SHRINE CLUB
Meeting the 3rd Monday of every monthMeeting the 3rd Monday of every month

Contact Noble Shannon Worley  Contact Noble Shannon Worley  336-877-6629336-877-6629
or Noble Mike Neaves  or Noble Mike Neaves  336-977-9122336-977-9122

Contact Betty Parker, PQ at
(704) 654-7108 or betty0340@bellsouth.net

www.daughtersofthenile.com

Latona Temple # 154 
Daughters of the Nile

Did you play in a high school band or 
college band? IF SO WE NEED YOU!   

THE OASIS TEMPLE BANDTHE OASIS TEMPLE BAND

Captain - Noble Chuck Reed 847-502-0872

(704) 718-7782    caseyham88@gmail.com

OASIS DRUM & BUGLE CORPS

Captain 
Casey 
Ham

For info, contact: 
Feddie Dellinger, 

980-522-6226

Oasis Shrine WagoneersOasis Shrine Wagoneers

Chip Rollins  704-718-8514  
chiprollins@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINERS OASIS SHRINERS 
CAMPING CLUBCAMPING CLUB

FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP • COME JOIN US!

Hendersonville Shrine Club

Join Us 2nd Mondays
Social 5:30 | Dinner 6:15 | Meeting 7:00

hendersonvilleshriners@gmail.com | 828-280-4909
Golden Corral, 2530 Chimney Rock Rd., Hendersonville, NC

JOIN THE OASIS PICKERS 
TODAY!!!

We NEED Pickers of Accoustic 
Instruments for our JAMMING UNIT!

DBMahan@gmail.com  843-372-5510

We meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month 
at the Fairview Masonic 
Lodge #339 in Kings 
Mountain. 
Pres. - Chandler Champion
VP - Charles Bullock

Email: WhitePlainsShrineClub@gmail.com

All Scottish Rite Masons are invited to 
attend our monthly meeting! 

Junaluskee Lodge #145
50 Church Street, Franklin, NC 28734

3rd Wednesday of each month 7:00 PM
www.ncritecare.org

the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

OASIS PATROLOASIS PATROL
MARCHING FOR A PURPOSE
Contact Captain Paul Southworth 

at 704-577-9845 or 
southworth.paul@yahoo.com to 

join the oldest unit of Oasis Shriners

Fun, Food and Fellowship.
Join us every 4th Thursday of the month. Social 6:15 | Dinner 7:00

700 Old Mill Rd, High Point, NC 27265
336-880-5586 | hpshrineclub@gmail.com

High Point High Point 
Shrine ClubShrine Club

OASIS PAST OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNITMASTERS UNIT
Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
Noble Matt Peeler, Captain  
(704) 279-9154  |  peelerm@windstream.com

Mt. Mitchell Shrine Club

Contact: Noble Secretary 
Mike Pritchard 
828-442-9170

Centrally located in McDowell County

NASCARTSNASCARTS

ejarrett64@gmail.com   336-669-4782

Captain Everett 
Jarrett Jr 

Visit us on Facebook @OASIS500s

Contact Captain 
Don Anderson 
(336) 775-8076

plaaut@triad.twcbc.com

JOIN OUR GROUP
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Club and Unit Bulletin Board

Meeting 3rd Monday at 6pm
Big Daddy’s in Mooresville

Noble Peter Schuetz
PC, President - 704-543-0695

PAST CAPTAINS CLUB

STEPHEN TRITES
STRITES@

ROCKETMAIL.COM
803-610-7876

Shriners on BikesShriners on Bikes

Accepting New Members 
No Experience Necessary

Contact Thomas Livingston 
336-452-4600

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS

Oasis Oldies If you have a 
classic car or 
are interested 

in the old 
classics, come 

join us for 
some fun and 

fellowship.

CAPTAIN DAVID STEELMAN
336-909-1830  Bcimagedr@gmail.com

If interested in joining, please contact 

Jack Devine @ 828-464-9886 

or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

P.O. Box 324 Monroe, NC 28111Captain David Faircloth: 704-579-2520

OASIS RAGTOPS
Riding around with the Top Down…

Raising money for 
Shriners Hospitals 

for Children

Meeting: First Thursday of Each Month at 7:30pm
4909 Hampton Road, Clemmons, NC 27012 • 336.955.1375

Danny Wingo, President (336) 403-2047
Rodney Bennett, Secretary (610) 805-3482

WINSTON-SALEM 
SHRINE CLUB

Red Fez Shrine Club
16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278

Events Manager: TracyLee “Sabrina” 
Cullen (980) 875-1257

clubmanager@redfezshrineclub.com
Call us for you next wedding or event rental

MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

President John Dunbar
910-544-7624

“Like” Moore County on Facebook to see many photos!

CONTACT SAM MOODYCONTACT SAM MOODY
sambo447@aol.comsambo447@aol.com
980-722-7951980-722-7951

MECKENBURG SHRINE CLUBMECKENBURG SHRINE CLUB
INVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR CLUBINVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR CLUB

CONTACT CHIP BURCH 
AT 336-430-5779 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

Metrolina Shrine Club
5930 Brookshire Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28216

704-393-5881
President:	           George Clinton I 980-250-9134
Vice President:      Dean Benson I 980-722-9453
Secretary:		   John Tilly I 704-941-7982

Like to Homebrew?

Join the Oasis 
BrewMasters today!

Contact President Brian Clay 
(brianclay@windstream.net) 

or Secretary Scottie Cox 
(scottcox67@aol.com)

Captain 
Brian Mellon
(704) 692-8576
H H H H H H

H H H H H H

MEETING: Fourth Thursday of each 
month at 7pm at Fisherman’s Feast, 

Shelby N.C.

Contact Kevin Pruitt, 704-473-3070 
or kwpruitt77@gmail.com

Piedmont Shrine ClubPiedmont Shrine Club

Fueled by adrenaline, 
Driven to help children

Oasis.KartAttacks@Gmail.com

Oasis Young 
Shriners Club

If you are under 40 and interested in joining, 
reach out to any of our officers.

Allen Rea, President  allenrea5@yahoo.com 
Chase Trites, Vice President  ctrites@radcoroofing.com 

Brandon Burton, Secretary  bkburton87@gmail.com
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604 Doug Mayes Place
Charlotte, NC 28262


